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1. Background  
 

Gender and Environment Stat ist ics: A need for data and indicators  
Women’s empowerment is essential for achieving progress towards sustainable 
development around the world.  
 
Addressing gender and other social inequalities related to environment such as rights to 
own, access and control land and natural resources, including in participation and 
decision-making, can further efforts to achieve lasting peace and sustainable 
development. Filling data gaps related to the gender-environment nexus needs to be a 
priority, in order to progress towards achieving gender equality and environmental 
sustainability, which are essential for safeguarding human rights and well-being for 
women and men around the world. In order to address gender inequality within the 
environment arena, it is crucial to develop gendered environmental statistics at national 
level.  
 
Environmental changes have differentiated impact on men, women, boys and girls. On 
this note, a gender-responsive approach is useful and helpful to investigate the dynamic 
relationships between environmental change and gender equality, as well as between 
environmental sustainability and realizing women’s rights and empowerment. On the 
other hand, it is evident that the cost of not addressing gender related issues in 
environment management is quite significant. 

One of the strongest messages emerging from various reports and analyses on the 
gender and environment nexus is the crucial need for gender-disaggregated 
information; this also shapes a key recommendation from the GGEO. In order to 
reduce gender gaps, measuring data has to move from ‘counting women’ to a deeper 
consideration of gender-based discriminations, structural barriers, sociocultural norms, 
etc., including as they govern and affect power relations. 

These efforts, as well as the findings of the GGEO, have suggested that the reasons for 
the lack of gender-environment data is multi-fold: (1) a dearth of research on this unique 
intersection exists; (2) there is a lack of awareness among environment statisticians and 
policy makers, and gender statisticians and policy makers, on the importance of bringing 
the gender-environment nexus into focus; and (3) there is a lack of statistical guidance 
on measuring the gender-environment nexus. 



	
	 	 	

The following priority issues on the Gender and Environment nexus identified in the 
Global Gender and Environment Outlook (GGEO) 2016 are as follows: 

1. Priori ty issue 1: Rights to land, natural resources and biodiversity (linked to 
SDG 1, 5, 14 and 15) 

2. Priori ty issue 2: Access to food, energy, water and sanitation (linked to SDG 
2, 5, 6 and 7) 

3. Priori ty issue 3: Well-being: climate change, sustainable consumption and 
production, and health (linked to SDG 1, 3, 5, 11, 12 and 13) 

 
UN Environment and IUCN joint project  
UN Environment and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) have 
recognised the importance of gender-responsive information gathering and are 
partnering to assess the existing knowledge base in the area of gender and environment 
and identify challenges of and strategies for developing and gathering national-level data 
and statistics on gender and environmental issues. The aim of this project is to develop, 
or enhance, indicators to measure gender equality and women’s empowerment in the 
environmental domain, based on background research, consultation with experts and 
three country case studies. Country case studies will investigate both the enabling 
environments and obstacles for the collection, and application, of gender responsive 
information and data across the environmental sector and will be conducted in Lao PDR, 
Kenya and Mexico in the coming months. The outputs of this project are anticipated to 
enhance capacity of national statistical offices around the world, especially in the three 
countries of study, and elevate the discussion on the importance of gender-environment 
statistics at multiple levels. 
 
To inform the country case studies, and to enhance the accompanying research report, a 
part ic ipatory consultat ion  will be conducted with experts in the gender, environment 
and statistics fields, and particularly, the intersections of these fields. The goal will be to 
share experiences, challenges and lessons learned in order to learn more about how to 
successfully support countries in developing appropriate indicators and how to 
accurately gather information on those indicators to gain more (and better) knowledge 
about the intersections of gender and the environment.  
 
A research paper is the final deliverable of this project. This paper will include integrating 
lessons and recommendations from relevant studies previously done on measuring the 
gender-environment nexus; engagement of expert working group(s), especially through 
working sessions such as this one; and facilitation of national case studies, as 
mentioned. The final draft paper will recommend how to measure priority issues, 
especially in the context of the SDGs; capacity needs and opportunities at national level; 
and a global strategy for measuring the gender-environment nexus. 

 
2. Invitation 

As an expert in the field of the gender-environment nexus and/or gender statistics, we 
would like to invite you to an online participatory consultation on Wednesday, 31 
January 2018 from 9:00-10:30 am EST to discuss the development of potential 
indicators and how countries can effectively collect information on those indicators.  
 
If you are interested in this discussion but unable to attend this consultation, please let 
us know.  



	
	 	 	

 
3. Agenda 

9:00 Welcome—Lorena Aguilar, Director, Global Programme on Governance and Right 
a.i., IUCN  

9:05 Introduction—Jillian Campbell, SDG Data and Information Unit, Science Division, 
UN Environment  

9:15 Project presentation—Molly Gilligan, project focal point, IUCN  
9:25 Discussion of initial indicator ideas in the below priority areas—Moderated by 

Lorena Aguilar  
1. Right to land, natural resources and biodiversity 
2. Access to food, energy, water and sanitation 
3. Climate change, sustainable consumption and production, health and well-

being 
4. Other topics, such as women’s participation in decision-making processes 

10:20 Closing and next steps—Molly Gilligan 
 

4. Meeting details & RSVP information  
Expert consultat ion on gender-environment stat ist ics  
Wednesday, 31 January 2018  
8:00am CST, 9:00am EST, 3:00pm CET, 5:00pm EAT, 9:00pm ICT 
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/185912429  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123  
 
Access Code: 185-912-429  
 
First GoToMeeting? Let's do a quick system check: https://link.gotomeeting.com/system-
check  
 
RSVP: Please respond to the accompanying calendar invitation, or email Molly Gilligan 
at molly.gilligan@iucn.org. If you have any questions about the project or the 
consultation—or are interested in this discussion but cannot attend this consultation—
please contact Molly.   
 

5. Indicator list  
With the priority areas developed through UNE’s Global Gender Environment Outlook 
(GGEO) and the SDGs as a framework, the annexed indicator list focuses on entry 
points to enhancing collection of national level statistics on the gender-environment 
nexus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
	 	 	

Annex: Init ia l  indicator l ist for discussion  
 
Indicator Topic Related SDG Indicator(s) Custodian agency 

and Tier 
1. Proportion of total adult 

population with secure 
tenure rights to land, by 
gender and type of land  

1.4.2 Proportion of total adult 
population with secure tenure 
rights to land, with legally 
recognized documentation and 
who perceive their rights to land as 
secure, by sex and by type of 
tenure 
 
5.a.1 (a) Proportion of total 
agricultural population with 
ownership or secure rights over 
agricultural land, by sex; and (b) 
share of women among owners or 
rights-bearers of agricultural land, 
by type of tenure  

5.a.2 Proportion of countries where 
the legal framework (including 
customary law) guarantees 
women’s equal rights to land 
ownership and/or control  

World Bank/UN-Habitat - 
Tier III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAO/UN Women/UNSD 
Tier II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAO/World Bank/UN 
Women 
Tier III 

2. Women decision-making 
in communal land 
governance bodies  

No SDGs related to this indicator  N.A. 

Food 
 

3. Share of food that directly 
comes from extractive 
methods (hunting, fishing 
and collecting) by source 
of the food, gender 
(HoH), by urban/rural 

 

No SDGs related to this indicator N.A. 

Energy 
4. Access to energy source, 

by type, use and gender  
 
5. Time spent collecting fuel 

for household 
consumption, by gender 

7.1.1 Proportion of population with 
access to electricity  
 
 
7.1.2 Proportion of population with 
primary reliance on clean fuels and 
technology  

World Bank 
Tier I 
 
 
WHO 
Tier I 
 

Water 
6. Access to safely managed 

drinking water, by source, 
by gender  

 
7. Time spent collecting 

water for household 
consumption, by gender  

 

6.1.1 Proportion of population 
using safely managed drinking 
water services  

 

WHO/UNICEF 
Tier I 
 



	
	 	 	

Sanitat ion 
8. Access to improved 

sanitation, by gender  
 

9. Mortality and morbidity 
rates attributed to unsafe 
water, unsafe sanitation 
and lack of hygiene 
(exposure to unsafe 
Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene for All (WASH) 
services), by gender 

6.2.1 Proportion of population 
using safely managed sanitation 
services, including a hand-washing 
facility with soap and water  

3.9.2 Mortality rate attributed to 
unsafe water, unsafe sanitation 
and lack of hygiene (exposure to 
unsafe Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene for All (WASH) services)  

WHO/UNICEF 
Tier I 
 
 
WHO 
Tier II 
 
 

10. Number of deaths, 
missing persons and 
directly affected persons 
attributed to weather-
related disasters per 
100,000 people, by 
gender 

1.5.1 (also 11.5.1 and 13.1.1) 
Number of deaths, missing 
persons and directly affected 
persons attributed to disasters per 
100,000 population  

UNISDR 
Tier II 
 

11. Mortality rate attributed to 
environmental causes 
(unintentional poisoning, 
air & water pollution), by 
age & gender 

3.9.1 Mortality rate attributed to 
household and ambient air 
pollution  

3.9.2 Mortality rate attributed to 
unsafe water, unsafe sanitation 
and lack of hygiene (exposure to 
unsafe Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene for All (WASH) services)  

3.9.3 Mortality rate attributed to 
unintentional poisoning  

WHO 
Tier I 
 
 
WHO 
Tier II 
 
 
 
 
WHO 
Tier II 
 

12. Proportion of population 
that (a) has convenient 
access to public transport 
by location (urban/rural), 
sex, age and persons with 
disabilities; and (b) use 
public transport by 
location (urban/rural), sex, 
age and persons with 
disabilities 

11.2.1 Proportion of population 
that has convenient access to 
public transport, by sex, age and 
persons with disabilities 

UN-Habitat 
Tier II 

13. Consumer spending, by 
gender, HoH 

 
Suggested: 
a) Household spending by 

type of product and gender 
of HoH  

b) Decision-making over 
household spending, by 
product and gender (intra-
household decision-making) 

8.4.1 (also 12.2.1) Material 
footprint, material footprint per 
capita, and material footprint per 
GDP 
 
8.4.2 (Also 12.2.2) Domestic 
material consumption, domestic 
material consumption per capita, 
and domestic material 
consumption per GDP 

UNE 
Tier II 
 
 
 
UNE 
Tier II 



	
	 	 	

14. Women in environmental 
decision making at all 
levels 

 

Target 5.5 Ensure women’s full 
and effective participation and 
equal opportunities for leadership 
at all levels of decision-making in 
political, economic and public life  

5.5.1 Proportion of seats held by 
women in (a) national parliaments 
and (b) local governments   

5.5.2 Proportion of women in 
managerial positions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
IPU/UN Women 
Tier I (a)/Tier III (b) 
 
 
ILO  
Tier I 

 


