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A ‘Jim Crow jury’ prisoner fights for freedom 

by NICHOLAS CHRASTILOCTOBER 4, 2021 

Holli Glasson/Al Jazeera 

This story was produced in partnership with Al Jazeera. Watch the documentary “Fault Lines: The Jim 

Crow Convictions.” 

The Bossier Parish Courthouse is located in the town of Benton in northwest Louisiana, about a 30-

minute drive from Mollie Peoples’ home in Shreveport, the former Confederate capital of the state.  

It is where nearly 25 years ago, her son, Brandon Jackson, was convicted of participating in an armed 

robbery and sentenced to life in prison. Now, each trip to the squat beige building, flanked by gas 

stations and fast food restaurants, has come to represent her enduring commitment to him and his 

struggle for freedom. In 25 years, she hasn’t missed a court date. 

https://thelensnola.org/author/nickchrastil/
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/fault-lines/2021/10/4/the-jim-crow-convictions
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/fault-lines/2021/10/4/the-jim-crow-convictions
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“I want him to know that he’s worthy,” she explained recently. “No matter how long he’s going to be in 

prison, or whatever is going to happen — he would never be forgotten. His momma will never, ever 

forget him.” 

Sometimes, a hearing gets delayed. Mollie will drive home, wait for another hearing, then return again 

to the courtroom. In the past, she was able to see her son face-to-face. Now, because of COVID-19, she 

wears a mask, and he appears on a screen from the David Wade Correctional Center, a state prison 

more than an hour away. 

 

Mollie Peoples, left, with her son Brandon Jackson. (Courtesy of Mollie Peoples) 
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In July, she made the trip again, rattling off the directions to a reporter in the driver’s seat. Another 

hearing was scheduled. 

Brandon says he is innocent of robbing a restaurant at gunpoint, along with an accomplice, and taking 

more than $6,000 in cash. At his trial, two of the 12 jurors who heard the evidence against him agreed. 

After deliberation, they voted not guilty.  

It didn’t matter. In Louisiana at the time, only 10 out of 12 jurors were required to agree on a verdict 

in order to convict or acquit someone of a crime. It was one of only two states in the country — along 

with Oregon — where non-unanimous verdicts were allowed. That’s changed, and if Brandon were 

brought up on the same charges today, the split jury vote would mean a mistrial.  

But in 1997, it meant a conviction. 

Brandon, who had prior drug convictions, was sentenced to life in prison under the state’s habitual 

offender law. The sentence was later reduced to 40 years.  

Mollie is in her 70s now, and her health has made these frequent courthouse trips more difficult. In 

January, not long after Brandon learned he had been denied parole, she suffered an aortic aneurysm, 

requiring major surgery. She now uses a walker to get around, and is prescribed a wide range of 

medications she takes daily. She keeps up with the regimen in the hope that she will still be around 

when, someday, her son walks out of prison a free man.  

Ruled unconstitutional 

Over the past few years, Mollie has had reason to hope that day may come sooner rather than later, as 

the state of Louisiana, and the country as a whole, have taken a critical look at the history and practice 

of non-unanimous jury verdicts.  

In the spring of 2018, following a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigation into split jury verdicts by The 

Advocate and The Times-Picayune, the Louisiana legislature moved to put the issue on the ballot: a 

constitutional amendment that would require unanimous verdicts going forward. That November, 

Louisiana voters overwhelmingly approved the change.  

But it would only apply to cases initiated on or after Jan. 1, 2019, more than two decades after 

Brandon, now 49, was arrested.  

Then last year, in a case called Ramos v. Louisiana, the United States Supreme Court held that the law 

allowing split jury conviction was “one pillar of a comprehensive and brutal program of racist Jim 

Crow measures against African Americans, especially in voting and jury service,” and was 

unconstitutional.  

That ruling, however, only applied to people who still were in the appeals process. Brandon had 

exhausted his direct appeals before the Ramos decision, so he — along with at least 1,500 people in 

Louisiana who were convicted on split jury verdicts — remains in prison.  

https://www.nola.com/news/courts/article_96d53268-9b2b-5343-b08d-1b7bdbcd557f.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-5924_n6io.pdf
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Listen to the audio version of this story 

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court issued a new ruling on non-unanimous verdicts. It was another 

Louisiana case: Edwards v. Vannoy. This time, the court ruled that it would not force states to give new 

trials to people like Brandon.  

To Brandon, there was dissonance in the two rulings. How could the court rule that the practice was 

unconstitutional, but not require states to revisit those cases that were impacted by it? 

“You have a law that you rule and that,you know that’s [ruled] unconstitutional,” Brandon said in a 

recent interview. “But, from my understanding, we are all under the same Constitution. So you are 

saying that the Constitution only applies to this part, but not this part.” 

Lawyers are still fighting in the state court system and in the Louisiana legislature to get new trials for 

people like Brandon. They say that by lowering the bar for a conviction, non-unanimous verdicts were 

more likely to result in innocent people being sent to prison. They also point to the racist origins of the 

law, which they say was intended to silence the voices of Black jurors, and convict Black defendants.  

Brandon’s case, his lawyers say, is a prime example. At his trial, the two jurors who voted not guilty 

were Black. And like 80 percent of people still incarcerated on non-unanimous verdicts, Brandon 

Jackson is Black. 

 

While the newer Supreme Court ruling in the Edwards case dampened his hopes, there was still a 

chance that the Bossier Parish district attorney could decide to vacate Brandon’s conviction based on 

the Ramos ruling. Alternatively, the district judge could decide that he was entitled to a new trial.  

Following the ruling in Ramos, Brandon, along with hundreds of other people still in prison on split 

jury verdicts, rushed to file petitions for new trials. 

That request was what the judge was to consider in July when Mollie headed out to the courthouse.  

She stepped into the car, carrying her purse and the shoes she would change into when she got there, 

and said a quick prayer.  

“Amen,” she concluded. “Let’s roll.” 

Jim Crow verdicts 

In 1898, delegates in Louisiana convened at a state constitutional convention with an explicit goal, 

written in the official journal of the proceedings: to “establish the supremacy of the white race.”  

When the convention delegates met that year, Black men had relatively recently been given the rights of 

citizenship: the right to vote, the right to hold public office and the right to be judged by a jury of their 

peers — including their Black peers.  

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/19-5807_086c.pdf
https://thelensnola.org/2021/04/19/group-has-filed-more-than-1000-post-conviction-relief-applications-challenging-non-unanimous-jury-verdicts-since-supreme-court-ruling/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/courts/article_5db560ac-3a8e-11e8-b5de-874f8cdde5a5.html


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

7 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

A backlash to racial advancement during post-Civil War Reconstruction, the convention produced laws 

that became staples of the Jim Crow era South.  

The convention also made a specific change to the way criminal trials were conducted in the state, 

allowing for split jury verdicts in felony trials, where a defendant could be convicted with nine of 12 

jurors. (In 1974, the law changed to require 10 jurors to agree.)  

“It’s impossible to separate Jim Crow jury convictions from their history,” said Jamila Johnson of the 

Promise of Justice Initiative (PJI). “Their intent was to convict more Black people and to silence the 

voices of Black jurors. In practice, they convicted more Black people and have disproportionately 

silenced Black jurors.”  

Brandon’s petition for a new trial is one of more than 1,000 being handled by the New Orleans-based 

nonprofit, which has been among the state’s most visible advocacy organizations for people still in 

prison on split jury verdicts.   

At the center of their case for demanding new trials is the history of the law that allowed for split jury 

verdicts. PJI has dubbed such verdicts “Jim Crow jury convictions.” 

 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

8 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

Holli Glasson/Al Jazeera 

 

Join our email list 

By clicking submit, you agree to share your email address with The Lens and our email service, 

Mailchimp, to receive marketing, updates, and other emails from us. Use the unsubscribe link in those 

emails to opt out at any time. 

I'm not interested 

The limited available data on the issue bears out Johnson’s conclusion about the effects of the law. The 

Pulitzer Prize winning series by The Advocate in 2018 analysing hundreds of non-unanimous verdicts 

between 2011 and 2016 showed that Black defendants were more likely to be convicted by a non-

http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
http://thelensnola.org/newsletters
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unanimous jury than white defendants, and that Black jurors were over twice as likely to disagree with 

the majority verdict than white jurors.  

If Brandon Jackson wasn’t given a new trial, his lawyers argued in his petition, it “would express 

acquiescence in structural racism.” 

The state could not prohibit Black jurors from serving altogether without running afoul of the U.S. 

Constitution. It could, however, allow for the appointment of local jury commissioners who would limit 

their number by determining who was “qualified.” And for those who made it to service, split jury laws 

could make their votes irrelevant.  

The delegates of the 1898 convention did not explicitly state any racist intent when agreeing on the non-

unanimous jury law, but legal scholars have argued that was to deter federal intervention, and that the 

purpose could be clearly deduced given their broader political goals of disenfranchising Black people.  

Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote in the majority opinion in Ramos that “with a careful eye 

on racial demographics, the convention delegates sculpted a ‘facially race-neutral’ rule permitting 10-

to-2 verdicts in order ‘to ensure that African-American juror service would be meaningless.’” 

It’s impossible to say how many people were convicted by split juries in Louisiana because courts did 

not consistently maintain records of how jurors voted.  

“There was no requirement that juries be polled unless defense counsel or the prosecution asked for 

polling,” Johnson with PJI said. “So in many cases, that never happened, and we’ll never know.” 

‘There are serious doubts as to guilt’ 

The crime that Brandon was convicted of  occurred on July 17,1996, around 2:15am. Two masked men 

with guns entered the back door of the Applebee’s restaurant in Bossier Parish. They tied up the 

manager and two employees, and robbed the store of more than $6,000 in cash and $2,500 in gift cards. 

Nobody was injured.  

“What sticks out with Brandon’s case as what sticks out with so many of the men and women’s cases 

that we have with non-unanimous jury verdicts,” Johnson said. “And it’s that there are serious doubts 

as to guilt. The accuracy of these convictions are really in doubt.”  

There was no physical evidence that tied Brandon Jackson to the crime he was convicted of. The 

prosecutor’s argument during trial rested primarily on the testimony of an alleged co-conspirator, who 

said Jackson was involved in the robbery. 

 

Another witness, who was not alleged to have taken part in the robbery, said Brandon had been 

involved in a discussion about the robbery weeks before it took place.  

One of the employees at the Applebee’s that night was Joseph Young, who was dating Brandon’s sister 

at the time. Initially, when interviewed by police, Young claimed that he was unable to identify either of 
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the perpetrators due to their masks. But later into the investigation, he changed his story and said he 

had in fact been a co-conspirator in the crime, letting the perpetrators in the back door.  

Young led police to his mother’s house, where he showed them the guns that were allegedly used in the 

crime, along with over $500 in cash he said he got for facilitating the robbery.  

He also told them Brandon Jackson had been one of the men who had carried it out.  

Clip from an August 1996 videotaped interview of lead witness Joseph Young. 

It was one of several times Young would change his story. Al Jazeera and The Lens obtained a 

videotaped recording of Young that was taken in August 1996, prior to Brandon’s trial, but after 

Young had implicated him in the crime. In the video, Young tells Brandon’s lawyer that neither of the 

men who robbed the Applebee’s matched Brandon’s build, and that he didn’t know who they were. 

The tape, however, was withheld from the jury because the judge ruled that it would violate attorney-

client privilege — despite the fact that Brandon’s attorney was not representing Young at the time.  

Young had an incentive to testify against Brandon. In exchange for cooperating with the prosecution, 

Young served just 3 months in jail, and was placed on probation.  

The testimony of Ken Fuller, who told police he overheard the conversation between Brandon, 

Brandon’s brother, and Young, regarding the robbery before it took place, also had some issues. 

 

Fuller had been smoking weed with Brandon’s brother that day, and when asked by prosecutors at 

trial what role Brandon played in the conversation, he said: “It was so much going on I just couldn’t 

really tell.”  

The evidence, it seems, was not enough for the two jurors who voted not to convict Brandon. 

The jurors 

Al Jazeera and The Lens were able to track down one of those Black jurors in Brandon’s case, and 

spoke with her on the condition of anonymity.  

“When they presented the case, and when we deliberated, I was not convinced that it was proven that 

he was guilty,” she said. “No one was able to say that they knew it was Brandon, they recognized him, 

that they knew his mannerisms — no one was able to say enough to convince me that they were sure 

that it was him that committed the robbery.”  

She said that when she made her doubt about Brandon’s guilt known to the rest of the jurors, it was 

“blown down.”  

“I mean, they dismissed it,” she said.  

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21075206-1jackson-trial-1#document/p52/a2057906
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Her decision to remain anonymous when talking with The Lens and Al Jazeera, she said, was because it 

could have a “negative affect” on her employment.  

“I wouldn’t want it to get back to my bosses,” she said. “Because they think a lot like the people on the 

jury did: ‘He’s a criminal, let’s get him off the street. Let’s lock him up’….Or maybe, even, he’s a 

Black man, let’s lock him up.’”  

Juror Stacey Marks, who is white, said the witness testimony was only part of what prompted her vote 

to convict — a decision that she still has no doubts about. Another reason, she said, had to do with the 

way Brandon handled himself during the trial.  

She felt Brandon was “overconfident.” 

“Something about his demeanor, like he was trying to win us over to his side with his smile,” she said. 

“He made a lot of eye contact.”   

Brandon, however, said that he had just been doing what his lawyer instructed him to do. 

“He said always give the jury eye contact,” Brandon said. “So if she based her decision on the way that 

I look, what does that say about the type of world that we live in?” 

Marks also said that the fact that the two jurors who voted not guilty were Black did not make her 

question the verdict in Brandon’s case, because it was possible that they were only dissenting because 

Brandon was Black himself. (The Black juror denied that she had dissented because of Brandon’s 

race.) 

“It does not make me think differently, because did they vote for him not to be guilty because he was 

Black or did they vote for him not to be guilty because of the facts?” she said. “And we don’t know. I 

don’t know.” 

‘You can’t eliminate the racial element’ 

When the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the Edwards case that people like Brandon were not entitled to 

a new trial, it was not entirely unexpected, and advocates had already been thinking of a back-up plan. 

In addition to filing individual petitions for new trials in courts across the state, they were also pushing 

a bill at the Louisiana state legislature in Baton Rouge that would change procedural timelines so that 

anyone with a split jury conviction would get a new trial. That bill got a hearing in the House 

Committee on the Judiciary in May of 2021.  

The main opposition to the bill stemmed from the Louisiana District Attorneys Association, which 

represents the elected prosecutors throughout the state. If the bill passed, they argued, it would place 

an undue burden on local DAs who would need to review the cases and decide whether or not they 

would retry them. They also said they were concerned about the potentially painful effect on victims 

and their families of reopening cases with 10-2 verdicts, along with the logistical difficulties involved 

with retrying them. 
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But at the hearing on May 27, no one showed up to express those concerns. Instead, there was over an 

hour of emotional testimony on the racist history of non-unanimous jury verdicts and their 

unreliability in determining guilt.  

Brandon waited to learn of the outcomes from inside David Wade Correctional Center in Claiborne 

Parish. And as with the Edwards ruling, he would be disappointed.  

While none of the Republican legislators expressed their reasoning at the hearing, one by one they 

voted to kill the bill, which failed on party lines. The majority of the Democratic legislators who voted 

for it were Black. All of the Republicans who voted against were white.  

When asked why he voted against the bill, Rep. Nicky Muscarello, Republican of Hammond, Louisiana, 

pointed to Edwards ruling.  

“I feel pretty confident in my vote because the Supreme Court said that the way we did it was correct,” 

Muscarello said.   

And he said that his decision didn’t have anything to do with race.  

“What we did was not about race. It was about doing what was right.” 

But other legislators who watched the bill’s demise disagreed with Muscarello that the decision could 

be divorced from the issue of race. 

“There are no Black Republicans here, right?” said Ted James, a Baton Rouge Democrat who was 

instrumental in passing the 2018 bill that sent the decision on unanimity in future criminal cases to the 

voters. “So when they know that the people that this would benefit from don’t look like them, likely 

didn’t grow up in their neighborhoods, likely don’t know anyone that could contact them, they don’t 

care about it.” 

 

That, James said, was why white Republicans in the legislature didn’t believe it was necessary to 

expand the unanimity requirement to old cases like Brandon’s.  

“So you can’t eliminate that the racial element, because I would guarantee you if 80 percent of the folks 

that we were talking about were white, the bill would have passed. Period.” 

Watch “Fault Lines: The Jim Crow Convictions” 
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Addressing the ‘sins of the past’ 

Despite the inaction from the United States Supreme Court and the state legislature, one local district 

attorney has promised to look back at all non-unanimous convictions out of his district. In New 

Orleans, shortly after taking office this year, Jason Williams vacated 22 convictions of people in prison 

on split jury verdicts, and ended up striking plea deals with many defendants that allowed them to get 

out of prison.  

Williams, a defense attorney and former New Orleans City Councilman, ran for Orleans Parish DA last 

year as a so- called “progressive prosecutor.” On the campaign trail he called the criminal justice 

system both racist and sexist — designed to protect and serve one group of people while policing and 

prosecuting another.   

His immediate predecessor was Leon Cannizzaro, a controversial DA who was criticized by reform 

groups for aggressive and sometimes legally questionable tactics — such as jailing crime victims for 

allegedly refusing to cooperate and fabricating bogus subpoenas, which were never approved by a 

https://youtu.be/VYJg99wHN5g
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court, and delivering them to witnesses to pressure them to come to off-the-record meetings with 

prosecutors. 

Prior to Cannizzaro, a prosecutor named Harry Connick held the office for decades, gaining national 

attention for a number of cases where prosecutors in his office illegally withheld exculpatory evidence 

from defense attorneys, causing innocent people to spend years in prison for crimes they didn’t 

commit.  

Jason Williams, pictured on July 22, 2020, takes questions from reporters after qualifying to run for 

district attorney. (Nick Chrastil/The Lens) 

Williams  vowed to reverse the tough-on-crime policies and the “win at all costs” of his predecessors 

that he said contributed to Louisiana having the highest incarceration rate in the country.  

In addition to throwing fewer people in prison in the future, Williams also promised to “address the 

sins of the past” — by reviewing wrongful convictions, excessive sentences, along with granting new 

trials to people still in prison who were convicted in New Orleans on non-unanimous verdicts.  

“The Supreme Court may not address retroactivity,” Williams said on the campaign trail. “But as DA, 

I will. If non-unanimous juries are not fair, then they can’t be fair for the ones that happened in the 

past.” 
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It was a big promise. More people are sitting in prison with non-unanimous convictions that stemmed 

from trials in Orleans Parish than anywhere else in the state. The Promise of Justice Initiative has 

identified over 300.  

But after taking office, Williams’ personnel decisions signaled his seriousness about taking on past 

cases. To lead his new Civil Rights Division he hired Emily Maw, former director of the Innocence 

Project New Orleans. And as his chief of appeals he hired Ben Cohen, who worked at the Promise of 

Justice Initiative, and was the counsel of record in Ramos v. Louisiana — the case in which the U.S. 

Supreme Court struck down splitjury verdicts.  

Williams began to make good on his promise of tossing splitjury verdicts just months into his term, 

vacating the convictions of 22 people still in prison during a single hearing in February.  

On the steps of the Orleans Parish Criminal District Courthouse, following the hearing, Williams held 

a press conference where he proclaimed that his was “no longer a Jim Crow office.” 

The vast majority of the defendants whose convictions were tossed out that day would not be retried — 

instead, most agreed to taking plea deals for lesser charges. Many of them were released from prison. A 

few cases were referred to the office’s Civil Rights Division to review them for prosecutorial 

misconduct or the possibility of actual innocence.  

The move created some controversy, with a number of crime victims saying that they were not given 

sufficient notification or chance to express their opposition to the move. At a resentencing hearing a few 

weeks later, a man who had been shot in the face by one of the people whose verdicts Williams’ office 

tossed  said that New Orleans prosecutors did not contact him in advance. He called for Williams’ 

resignation. 

Criminal justice reform groups, however, cheered on Williams’ decision to toss the convictions. And at 

least one of the people whose convictions were overturned was not only convicted by a split jury— he 

was actually innocent.  

After an 18-year-old man claimed that he had robbed him at gunpoint for cash and jewelry, Jermaine 

Hudson was convicted of an armed robbery in 2000 by a 10-2 split jury. Hudson, who had a previous 

robbery conviction, was charged as a second-time felon under the state’s habitual offender law and 

sentenced to 99 years in prison. He maintained his innocence. 

In February, however, Hudson had decided to accept a plea deal offered by Williams in order to get out 

of prison after spending 22 years there. After his conviction was vacated, but before accepting the deal, 

the man who accused Hudson of robbing him 22 years earlier came forward and said he had made the 

whole thing up. The robbery had never even taken place. The man said he had used it as an excuse for 

spending his parents money on drugs.  

At a hearing the following month, Williams’ office agreed to drop the charges altogether without a plea 

deal. Fully exonerated, Hudson was released from the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola. 
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Hudson used his newfound freedom to advocate for others, like Brandon Jackson, who remain 

incarcerated on split jury verdicts. In May, he was among those at the legislature pushing for the 

Judiciary Committee to pass the bill that would have ensured new trials for anyone sitting in prison on 

a non-unanimous conviction.  

After the initial batch of cases in February, however, the rate of cases that Williams office has moved to 

vacate has slowed considerably, and there have been no hearings like the one in February where 

multiple cases were vacated at the same time.  

In late September, over six months after the initial batch of cases was vacated, his office had vacated 

just 21 additional cases.  

Williams said that because the Supreme Court decision in Edwards — which came in May — won’t be 

forcing his office to address the cases, there is not the same sense of urgency there was before, and that 

he was committed to doing more victim and witness outreach. He said that the office was still 

committed to reviewing all cases with non-unanimous verdicts, and they were handling more than ever. 

“Our process is not slowing down,” he said in an interview in July. “The number of cases hitting the 

court’s docket may have slowed down, but we’re actually dealing with and working on more cases.”  

Jamila Johnson, with PJI, however, said that the current rate of getting cases on court dockets was 

concerning.  

“We’re probably not going to get through these numbers unless we pick up the pace at looking at these 

cases,” Johnson said.  

Her clients convicted in Orleans Parish were hopeful, but “they don’t understand why their cases 

aren’t just being vacated and retried.” 

Still, she said, what Williams was attempting to do was unprecedented.  

“We are six months into this, and I don’t know that any district attorney has brought home as many 

people from Angola — from these plantation prison, from these circumstances  — as he has,” she said.  

But other prosecutors in the state have not followed Williams’ lead. That includes the Bossier Parish 

DA’s office, which prosecuted Brandon’s case.  

‘At this rate, I’m not going to make it’ 
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Holli Glasson/Al Jazeera 

After some technical difficulties were taken care of by court staff, Brandon appeared on a 

videoconference screen in the Bossier Parish courtroom where Mollie Peoples had been waiting for 

more than an hour for the judge to make a decision on his petition for a retrial. Instead, he put the 

decision off until a future date.  

“It’s like we’re in a holding pattern,” Mollie said outside of the courthouse. “They just don’t want to 

turn him loose.”  

In August, after suggesting to Al Jazeera and The Lens that he would look into the case, Bossier Parish 

district attorney Schuyler Marvin sent a letter saying there was “ample evidence to support the 

conviction” and he would not support a new trial for Brandon.  

“It is impossible to speculate with any degree of certainty whether or not Mr. Jackson’s verdict would 

have been any different if the jury had been charged with unanimity,” Marvin wrote. “My office will 

not vacate and retry convictions solely because of a non-unanimous verdict.”  
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Since then, prosecutors have filed a formal objection. Brandon’s attorneys are working to set up 

another hearing in October. 

For Mollie, however, every delay increases her doubt that she will ever be able to see her son again as a 

free man.  

“I don’t have long,” she said. “I asked God to allow me to live long enough to see him go free. But at 

this rate, I’m not going to make it.”  

•  

NICHOLAS CHRASTIL 

Nicholas Chrastil covers criminal justice for The Lens. As a freelancer, his work has appeared in Slate, 

Undark, Mother Jones, and the Atavist, among other outlets. Chrastil has a master's degree in 

mass... More by Nicholas Chrastil 

 

https://thelensnola.org/2021/10/04/a-jim-crow-jury-prisoner-fights-for-freedom/ 

https://thelensnola.org/author/nickchrastil/
https://thelensnola.org/2021/10/04/a-jim-crow-jury-prisoner-fights-for-freedom/
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La Barby estrenó programa de radio 

¡Soy tan Biutiful! 

 

Por Juan Tauil 

 

El programa de La Barby se puede escuchar los sábados a las 22 por la Pop Radio. Imagen: Sebastián Freire 

 

La monumental Barby es una de las pioneras que se animaron a montarse en unos tacos para romper las 

estructuras patriarcales. Maestra de maestras, compañera generosa, reina del lipsync dramático... ¡Ahora es la 

primera Drag Queen conductora de su propio programa radial! 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/26129-juan-tauil
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/26129-juan-tauil
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PUBLICIDAD 

Hace 13 años te hice la primera entrevista en SOY, Barby querida, ¡estás en un momento espectacular! 

Contame cómo te preparaste para tu debut del sábado pasado... 

-Empecé en el cumpleaños de Vernaci, donde me encontré con Teté Coustarot y en cinco minutos me 

coucheó para que no me quede con la mente en blanco en pleno aire (risas). Te juro es una mujer tan amorosa. 

Además de leer todos los días un diario en voz alta, me recomendó que siempre tuviera una notita, alguna 

cosita para leer y compartir en momentos en los que se haga el temible “silencio de radio”. Parece que me vio 

cara de aterrada por el debut. Estoy feliz. 

Qué camino recorriste en la radio de la mano de La Negra Vernaci, con Humberto Tortonese... 

-A mí me bancaron mucho. Yo era un hueco, una imagen, una imagen de un gordo montado de mujer y de 

adorno de un boliche. Si te fijás en mi historia no tengo mucha experiencia de show. Gracias a todos los 

consejos, a que La Negra me ayudó durante todo este tiempo a explotar una faceta mía que tenía a flor de 

piel... Hace un año se gestó la idea de que tuviera un espacio propio y aquí estamos. 

Hace 13 años te pregunté sobre el matrimonio... me dijiste que no te importaban los papeles en ese 

momento... ¿cambiaste de idea? 

-¡No sólo cambié de idea sino que me casé! Soy variable de opinión. Me reformé (risas). 

¿Cómo te llevás con el tiempo pasado? 

-Yo creo que la gente resentida es la que reniega de su pasado, de sus orígenes. Sin exagerar tampoco, como 

alguna gente que dice “dormí en la calle”, “mamá se sacaba la comida de la boca”, etc... ¡no hace falta tanto! 

¡No me banco los discursos border, una nota los hilos! Esa búsqueda de empatía. 

¿Cuál fue tu búsqueda? 

-Mis ganas iban para el lado actoral, nunca pensé hacerlo bajo un disfraz. Te hablo de los principios de los 

90's... cuando las drag queen no existíamos casi: las únicas que estaban eran La James, Topacio, Isis... Fueron 

la escuelita... Mis referencias eran Ru Paul con Supermodel y Lady Bunny. Había que ser muy investigadora 

para llegar a Divine de John Waters, todas referentas. Siempre admiré los pelucones rubios y el mensaje ácido 

y contestatario de Lady Bunny, por ejemplo... A mí me gustaba ser vista, que me vean, que me acepten. 

La primera vez que vi a Ru Paul's Race fue en el video Good Stuff de los B-52s en 1992 y quedé 

flasheadx... 

-Yo me acuerdo que cazaba solamente la peluca, unas pestañas y una muñeca barbie de una sobrina y me iba 

a Búnker. ¡Y ahora hay miles! ¡Lo que evolucionó el maquillaje! Y ahora todas tienen una luz legranezca en 

sus casas y salen divinas en las redes. A mí me hubiera encantado tener un John Waters en mi vida. Me 

hubiera encantado hacer cine. 
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Si algunx cineastx nos está leyendo, ya sabe... 

-Tienen mucho prejuicio sobre mi (risas). Yo veo escenas de Divine y hubiera comido mierda, yo también me 

hubiera tirado a nadar con un pescado, que me tiren ácido en la cara y salir con la cara deforme... con un 

Almodóvar me encantaría trabajar. 

Bueno, sos joven, podés empezar una carrera de cine todavía. 

-Es que ya estoy grande (risas) ya soy una persona adulta. La cosa va por dentro... la marcha... ya tengo 

marchas abuelísticas de quedarme dormida mirando la tele. Hace 23 años estoy junto a mi pareja y fue él 

quien me dijo que yo debía hablar con Vernaci, y así empezó todo. 

¡Contame un poco más sobre el programa! 

-El programa se llama “Soy tan biutiful” y salimos al aire por POP Radio. Le pusimos así por una canción que 

grabé y me parecía que iba bien con el programa. La idea es acompañar en la previa con buena música, 

historias sexuales bien jugosas los sábados a la noche, no va a faltar la sección Very Important Puto ni los 

famosxs invitadxs. 

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/372564-soy-tan-biutiful 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/372564-soy-tan-biutiful
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El libro que compila la influencia que tuvo El Segundo Sexo en Argentina 

La inspiración que derramó Simone de Beauvoir en los '60 en el Río de la Plata 

¿Cuánta yerba habrá caído sobre las páginas de El Segundo Sexo, el texto de escritora y filósofa 

existencialista francesa fundante de los feminismos del siglo XX? Desde su primera traducción en 1954 -

cinco años después de su primera edición francesa-, este "libro rojo" de los movimientos feministas acompañó 

activismos y teorías y, aun con cuestionamientos, sigue iluminando las luchas por la autonomía y contra el 

encierro doméstico como explotación. El Segundo Sexo en el Río de la Plata (Marea), compilado por Mabel 

Belucci y Mariana Smaldone hace foco en este lado del charco y en los modos en que esa letra también se 

hizo carne criolla. 

Por Laura Haimovichi 

Simone de Beauvoir, con su peinado más recordado. 

Con un pañuelo como turbante en la cabeza, otro de riguroso verde abrazando una de sus muñecas y un 

brazalete color violeta en la otra, ella camina con sus zapatos de suela plana mientras sostiene el mate con el 

termo. 
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Luce el anillo que le regaló el escritor estadounidense Nelson Algren, su amante. Va junto a una grupa de 

compañeras por Avenida de Mayo. Está, junto a unas compañeras rioplatenses, llegando a la plaza porteña del 

Congreso, alegre, esperanzada, consciente de que la lucha no es fácil y se libra en distintos planos, públicos y 

privados. 

Acaso encabeza la marcha por 18 de Julio, muy cerca de la Plaza Independencia, en Montevideo, a poquito 

del mar, como le dicen al río más ancho del mundo en la margen oriental de la costa. 

Está en la vigília por la aprobación de la ley que despenaliza el aborto o en una de las marchas del Ni una 

menos, la manifestación masiva contra los femicidios. 

Se trata de una foto imaginaria, una fantasía, que la tiene a Simone de Beauvoir como protagonista y está 

tomada en los recientes años de la marea verde. Imaginaria, fantaseada, porque ella ya no está entre nosotres, 

murió en 1986, a los 78 años. 

La filósofa y escritora existencialista francesa, que nació en 1908 y pasó su infancia en el elegante Boulevard 

Raspail con su familia de origen, dejó un legado que vive -arde- con una potencia enorme, aún para quienes 

nunca escucharon su nombre. 

Parisina de estirpe burguesa, Simone Lucie Ernestine Marie Bertrand de Beauvoir, Le Castor (como la 

llamaba su compañero, Jean Paul Sartre) es la autora de las ideas y del libro feminista más importante del 

siglo veinte, por su condición de fundante. 

Hablamos de El segundo sexo, que fue germen del movimiento anti patriarcal que se desplegó a partir de esta 

obra cumbre de la centuria que nos precede. Y ese libro, que de Beauvoir terminó de escribir en 1948, fue el 

punto de partida de todas las corrientes teóricas y prácticas mujeriles y libertarias que la amaron, la 

cuestionaron, la destrozaron, como todo matricidio que se precie (y siempre es necesario), pero nunca pasaron 

indiferentes. 

Las resonancias continuán hoy. En el capítulo 7 de la nueva temporada (la tercera) de la serie británica Sex 

Education (que está recién estrenada y disponible para ver en Netflix), el personaje de Aimee (Aimee Lou 

Wood) cita a Simone de memoria, mientras lleva en su auto a su amiga Maeve, (Emma Mackey, adolescente 

como ella e indudable protagonista) a buscar a su hermana menor. Aimee está en una relación de pareja 

estable con un chico, pero quiere probar que es eso de estar sola, autónoma, libre. Sex Education, filmada en 

Inglaterra y Gales, en el hermoso Valle de Wye, está rankeando muy arriba entre el público joven de estas 

orillas. Chicas, chicos y chiques reales no paran de intercambiar comentarios por las redes sobre lo bien que 

les hace mirar la comedia dramática, dado que muestra con franqueza los vínculos de amor y desamor entre 

elles. Sobresale en la plataforma mainstream entre mucha basura audiovisual. 

El segundo sexo, una biblia atea que surgió de la articulación de un pensamiento situado en el barro de la 

opresión machista, esa que se encarna de distintas formas desde hace siglos en el mapa completo del planeta 

que habitamos. Una esclavitud que, con Simone, también suma una mirada sociopolítica, esa que, muchos 

años después, desarrollaron con solvencia intelectual teóricas como la ítalo-estadounidense Silvia Federici, 

quien hizo transparente el modo de producción y reproducción doméstica que, en el capitalismo, enajena por 

completo a la mujer y la cosifica dándole valor cero. Mucho uso, poco cambio. 
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Portada de la primera edición argentina con traducción de Pablo Palant. Psique, Buenos Aires, 1954. Fuente: 

Archivos Desviados 
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La tesis de que el género es una construcción cultural y de que “no se nace mujer, se llega a serlo”, le 

pertenece a Simone. El segundo sexo está considerado como el oráculo del movimiento de liberación 

femenino y sus infinitas ediciones arrojaron millones de ejemplares en América Latina, Estados Unidos, 

Europa y el Japón. 

Simone de Beauvoir para bien de le emancipación humane, para mal de los poderosos, creó una audiencia, 

lectoras, seguidoras, militantes y activistas atentas a sus pasos y a su pensamiento. La tomaron, en fin, como 

un paradigma vital. El movimiento feminista la reconoce como une de sus mayores apóstoles, aunque 

está lejos del estereotipo de una santa. Conocerla para saberla y tomarla, deconstruirla y volver a armarla, 

con distancia crítica, es lo más saludable que a las mujeres, en colectivas o solitarias, nos puede pasar. 

Publicó más de diez novelas que tuvieron enorme repercusión y cuatro libros de memorias. La singular 

pareja que formó con Jean Paul Sartre, con la inclusión de tríos, cuartetos y amantes, eso hoy llamado 

poliamor, funcionó como modelo alternativo para muchos jóvenes de la posguerra. 

A Simone y al autor de La náusea los unía su dedicación a la literatura, la filosofía y un compromiso absoluto 

con sus ideas que los llevó, incluso, a soportar las dificultades emocionales que provocan los celos, esos 

sentimientos que suelen disimularse por considerarse inapropiados. El amor no romantizado, uno incluido en 

la dimensión política y social, fue el motor de su lucha por relaciones más plurales e igualitarias, sin 

sojuzgamientos. 

La reciente aparición de El segundo sexo en el Río de la Plata, una compilación de las investigadoras Mabel 

Bellucci y Mariana Smaldone, dentro de la colección Historia Urgente, de Marea Editorial, recupera el trabajo 

de Beauvoir en pos de la autonomía feminista. Aquel “libro rojo de la nueva feminidad” aborda diferentes 

dimensiones en textos de intelectuales rioplatenses que dan cuenta de la recepción que El segundo sexo tuvo 

en la Argentina y Uruguay, a partir de su llegada en los años cincuenta. E ilumina las luchas presentes 

y futuras de las colectivas de mujeres heterosexuales, lesbianas, bisexuales, gays y trans por la 

reivindicación de su identidad y derechos.  

Recuerda María Moreno que, mientras la historiadora Elisabeth Badinter acompañaba el cuerpo de Simone al 

cementerio, estalló en sollozos y les gritó a las mujeres de la multitud: “¡Le debéis todo!”. Y la frase se fue 

repitiendo en distintas lenguas. 

“No es la alteridad lo que debe ser explicado en la mujer sino su sumisión”, porque la mujer es lo otro 

desigual, pensaba la francesa que tomó del pensador Merleau Ponty la idea de que hay condiciones para 

subvertir la opresión, por medio de un colectivo que produzca un cambio social e individual. 

A los cincuenta años de la salida de El segundo sexo, en la biblioteca popular José Ingenieros, de Villa 

Crespo, el colectivo anarquista Mujeres Libres junto con la Comisión por el Derecho al Aborto se celebró el 

texto. Dora Coledesky, abogada, obrera textil y sindicalista, contó entonces que no era feminista hasta 

que, durante su exilio en Francia, en los años de plomo de la Argentina, leyó a Simone. En rigor, la 

mayoría de los grupos revolucionarios argentinos no eran feministas; muchas organizaciones e instituciones 

supuestamente progresistas se resistían y lo siguen haciendo a la cesión de poder a las mujeres. 
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El Segundo Sexo en el Río de la Plata, de Editorial Marea. 
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Promediando los sesenta, féminas de estas comarcas sureñas y descentradas produjeron un boom con su 

ingreso a las universidades. Sin embargo, Lily Sosa de Newton, autora de “Las argentinas de ayer a hoy” 

sostenía, después de leer a Beauvoir, que mientras las mujeres fueran consideradas objeto de “el otro”, su 

condición de “usurpadas por el primer sexo” no cambiaría. 

Un poco antes, María Elena Oddone, otra referente histórica del movimiento feminista argentino, 

contaba que en los cincuenta ella y la mayoría de sus pares de género vivían enclaustradas en sus 

familias y que el vínculo con el afuera se daba a través de la radio, los libros y los diarios. “Eramos sirvientas 

sin elementos para saber que lo éramos”. 

El segundo sexo fue iluminador. Quienes pudieron leerlo en francés o en las pocas ediciones que tuvo en 

castellano al comienzo, sintieron un cataclismo y comenzaron a hacerse preguntas. Fue en 1954 cuando tuvo 

su primera traducción, un trabajo del dramaturgo entrerriano Pablo Palant para Editorial Psiqué. 

En los años de su alumbramiento, en el Río de la Plata, el rol de las mujeres entraba con timidez al debate 

local. No pasó igual en los treinta con Un cuarto propio, de Virginia Woolf, que fue mucho más difundido y 

comentado

 

María Elena Oddone en esta mítica imagen que retrata el movimiento feminista en Buenos Aires en 1984. 
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Durante los cuarenta años en los que se publicó Sur, la revista de Victoria Ocampo, El Segundo Sexo fue 

ignorado, a diferencia de las obras ficcionales de Simone. Sin embargo, Marta Gallo escribió en la 

emblemática revista que Beauvoir refracta “… las ideas del hombre a quien quiere y admira”. La misma 

publicación le dio espacio a un Ernesto Sábato que consideraba que hay un determinismo biológico en las 

diferencias psíquica, sociales y metafísicas entre los sexos. La Ocampo reivindicaba la humanidad de las 

mujeres, pero según el autor de Sobre héroes y tumbas lo hacía en “una cartita de Morondanga”. 

La escritora troskista Mirta Henault escribía sobre El segundo sexo en Palabra Obrera, aunque los grandes 

diarios ignoraban El segundo sexo. Las mujeres tenían militancia gremial y política, pero no llegaban a los 

puestos de dirección. 

“La mayor revolución que se está produciendo no es en absoluto la del proletariado: es la de las mujeres”, 

decía Simone, que apareció en la novela Nanina de Germán García, según recuerda Maria Moreno en el libro 

de Bellucci-Smaldone. Simone puso blanco sobre negro el malestar en la cultura machista 

En 1999, se realiza en el Museo Roca otro homenaje por la publicación del libro. Lo organiza el Instituto 

Interdisciplinario de Estudios de Género que Dora Barrancos dirige en Filosofía y Letras de la UBA. Allí se 

presentan narrativas que interpelan los archivos para que emerjan las tonalidades de los activismos y las 

teorías feministas. 

La escritora, crítica y filóloga María Gabriela Mizraje recuerda que, en este libro-faro, Simone abandona 

“el proyecto de una confesión personal para ocuparme de la condición femenina en general”. 

Las huellas son muchas y siempre heterogéneas. El segundo sexo también se extiende y produce sus efectos 

entre las activistas de Uruguay. Dice, la historiadora feminista Graciela Sapriza, directora del Centro 

Interdisciplinario de Estudios Uruguayos, que el libro tuvo un “impacto emancipador en las jóvenes 

uruguayas -aún adolescentes-transformadas luego en activistas o revolucionarias”. Se refiere a las militantes 

de las izquierdas de los sesenta, impulsoras de la “retomada feminista” durante la transición de la dictadura a 

la democracia en 1985, muchas de las cuales fueron entrevistadas por ella. 

Lecturas que tomaban la escena de las revueltas del mayo francés como modélicas y que tomaba las 

propuestas de transformación radical de los modos de producción de un modo inseparable de la emancipación 

de los cuerpos y de los placeres. Hablamos de los tiempos de la píldora, que permitió separar reproducción de 

sexualidad, del amor libre hippista, de una utopía que incluía a la Mujer Nueva, no solo al Hombre Nuevo. 

“Guerrilleras, feministas, sindicalistas, rockeras; microscópicas minifaldas o largas túnicas multicolores, 

armas en la cartera o micrófono en mano, pastillas anticonceptivas eswcondidas en lugares recónditos del 

cajón más inexpugnable de la casa”, cita Sapriza a Andrea Andújar. Y luego cuenta que a los 16 años, la 

oriental Lilian Celiberti lee a Jean Paul ]Sartre y a Camus, pero no a Simone de Beauvoir, lectura con la que 

se encuentra recién en 1980, en la cárcel de Punta de Rieles, cuando llegaron muchos libros gracias a la 

misión de la Cruz Roja que abrieron el espectro de una biblioteca que había sido “nazificada”. 

Antes del golpe de estado, Uruguay vivía la política con intensidad. “Discusiones en asambleas, ocupaciones 

de locales, acompañamiento de conflictos obreros”. Todas las participantes pensaban que estaban “en pie de 

igualdad” con ellos. “Sólo ya bastante vieja, he llegado a darme cuenta en qué medida estaba equivocada”, 

dice una de ellas. 
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Al leer las Actas Tupamaras (1971) y en el apartado “El Papel de la mujer” se observa lo arraigado de los 

estereotipos femeninos en la época. “la lucha urbana, por tener que desarrollarse en medio de las filas del 

enemigo, ha demostrado en la práctica lo positivo de las circunstancias que determinadas tareas sean llevadas 

a cabo por mujeres. Se va sesgando en la descripción de los diferentes roles a la utilización de los “toques 

femeninos” sin olvidar su ternura. Vania Markarian, en 2012, nota que en Guerra de Guerrillas, es el propio 

Guevara quien sugiere en el manual la utilización de los “encantos” femeninos en la lucha revolucionaria. 

En su trabajo sobre las lecturas feministas, Sapriza recogió muchos testimonios, interesada en saber si las 

mujeres de la izquierda radical uruguaya se habían sentido convocadas a integrarse a los movimientos 

revolucionarios entre 1960-1985 como mujeres y si esa premisa las llevó a cuestionarse las desigualdades. La 

conclusión es que su condición de mujer no fue la preocupación central. Su trabajo permite ver las 

transformaciones en formas de pensar y actuar que produjo la represión tomando en cuenta las experiencias 

en la cárcel y las resistencias cotidianas del “insilio” más la lucha que implicó después intentar conjugar 

feminismo y militancia para someterla a la cruda luz de los anhelos y las desilusiones que trajo aparejadas. 

Para Lucía Campanella, doctora en Literatura General y Comparada por la Universidad de Perpignan, Francia, 

e integrante del Sistema Nacional de Investigadores de Uruguay, el diagnostico de El segundo sexo (1949) se 

ajusta al momento actual: “este mundo que siempre ha pertenecido a los hombres sigue estando en sus manos, 

las instituciones y los valores de la civilización patriarcal sobreviven en su mayoría”. 

Entre las papas y la libertad, dice Campanella, en la pareja, “la situación ata a uno de los dos a la 

reproducción de la vida material, lo que permite al otro la elevación del pensamiento; para vos los 

techos, para mí los meses”, decía Alejandra Pizarnik; una “pesada limitante” para la mayoría de las 

mujeres, según Simone. “Lo mínimo, nada más que lo mínimo. A mí no me van a agarrar. Tirar los platos a la 

pileta, pasadita de trapo en la mesa, estirar las camas, dar de comer al bebé, bañarlo. Sobre todo, nada de 

escoba, mucho menos de franela para sacar el polvo, todo lo que me queda quizás de El segundo sexo, el 

relato de una lucha inepta y perdida de antemano contra el polvo, escribe la narradora de Annie 

Ernaux en La mujer helada (1981) que fue traducido al español en 2014. 

Como dice la investigadora Mizraje, evocando la frase de Sartre sobre su compañera de vida : “Se tomó entre 

sus manos. Y aún toma las nuestras”. 

  

Laura Haimovichi 
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https://www.pagina12.com.ar/373053-la-inspiracion-que-derramo-simone-de-beauvoir-en-los-60-en-e
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Marginalia 

El arte de perderse con Violeta Parra y Mercedes Sosa en los oídos 

Sobre baldosas que se pisan una y otra vez afloran los recuerdos de viejos reproductores de música, luchas 

que siguen inoxidables y canciones que nunca pasarán de moda. 

 

 

Por Sonia Tessa 

 

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

31 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

Camino con ganas de perderme, pero muchas veces, los pasos repiten los mismos pasos, los mismos círculos. 

¿Será que recorrer una y otra vez el mismo camino es también una forma de dejarme ir por otros lados? ¿será 

vagancia, simplemente? Transitar el mismo sendero una y otra vez, sabiendo que nunca es el mismo. 

La sorpresa es parte del recorrido, aun cuando cada baldosa haya sido pisada una y otra vez. Pasa lo 

mismo con la música. Cuántas veces habré escuchado la misma canción, y cada vez le encuentro un matiz. 

¿El placer de la repetición, o de constatar, una y otra vez, que nunca nada se repite? 

El mismo día se cumple un aniversario del nacimiento de Violeta Parra y de la muerte de Mercedes Sosa. La 

Violeta nació en 1917, qué año. Y Mercedes se fue en 2009. Demasiado rápido, le quedaron muchas 

canciones por cantar, y eso que las cantó todas. El 4 de octubre. Este año cayó lunes. 

Mientras camino por la ciudad, rumbo a una de las tantas cosas que haré en el día, escucho el disco que, en 

1971, Mercedes hizo en homenaje a Violeta. En esos dos nombres se cifra buena parte de mi relación con la 

música, fueron fundacionales en mi vida. Lo siento cuando vuelvo sobre aquellas antiguas canciones. “Me 

gustan los estudiantes, porque levantan el pecho, cuando le dicen harina, sabiéndose que es afrecho, y no 

hacen el sordomudo cuando se presente el hecho”, dice la voz inolvidable de Mercedes, y yo me sigo 

emocionando. En 1962, Violeta les cantaba a estudiantes que habían decidido cambiar el mundo. Cada 

vez que escucho esta canción, recuerdo a les pibes levantando los molinetes del subte en Santiago de 

Chile, les veo ahí, saltando, y las voces de todas las músicas chilenas me llevan a pasear un rato por un país 

que no conozco. Y me la imagino a Violeta, con su mal humor, festejando la Constituyente, la presidencia de 

Elisa Loncón. 

El amor por Violeta nació, creo, de una casualidad. Cuando era una niña, en plena dictadura, mi papá cantaba 

mucho La Carta, creo que era la única canción que se sabía. En aquellos años, mi papá y mi mamá 

compraron un auto usado. Adentro, encontraron un reproductor de magazines, unos dispositivos 

enormes para escuchar música. Entre cantantes románticos y música latina, había uno que les entusiasmó: 

un disco de Violeta Parra que fue lo único que se escuchó en el auto durante años. A aquella niña que fui le 

llamaba la atención la Mazúrquica modérnica, y todavía hoy me lleva a aquellos caminos. “Me han 

preguntádico varias persónicas/ Si peligrósicas para las másicas/ Son las canciónicas agitadóricas/ Ay, qué 

pregúntica más infantílica/ Sólo un piñúflico la formulárica/ Pa' mis adéntricos yo comentárica”, cantaba 

Violeta, pero yo escuchaba Pitúquico, porque pituco me resultaba más familiar que piñuflo. Algo sin gracia, 

mal hecho, dice el diccionario de la palabra Piñuflo, y más allá, una persona de baja calidad. La canción tiene 

más de 50 años y todavía resulta sorprendente. 

Y recuerdo a Violeta, esa mujer que rompió los moldes, haciendo lo que quiso, viajando por el mundo para 

cantar, buscando las coplas de su pueblo por todo el país, enamorándose de quién se le ocurrió. Pero no puedo 

evitar, las trampas de la memoria, recordarla en la piel de Francisca Gavilán, que la encarnó en Violeta se fue 

a los cielos. ¿Cómo llegué, casi, hasta Chile, un país que ni conozco, siguiendo los pasos de las vereditas 

rosarinas? 

Y sigo caminando, entre veredas rotas y autos parados sobre la senda peatonal, porque en las calles de mi 

ciudad, les automovilistas son les dueñes de las calles, por más bicisenda que haya. El algoritmo me trae 

solito otras canciones en la voz de Mercedes. Después de Gracias a la vida, llega la Canción de las simples 

cosas y yo lagrimeo. No le temo a mostrar mis emociones, pero sería mejor no llorar por la calle. En YouTube 

llegan por un Acústico en Suiza, en 1980. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHlLLvyn7nY&list=PL7xhze77UipuSfrZ42Jlk0g4uNg1JVvK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_k6A4MVCEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_k6A4MVCEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7TeBLyZTeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFqW4ZcqIjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uoLcuWGx2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uoLcuWGx2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIrGQD84F1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJZfVChI55E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJZfVChI55E
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Y otra vez, los primeros años. Tendría 13 o 14 cuando me llevaron -todavía me llevaban- a ver a Mercedes 

Sosa en Rosario Central, para la vuelta de la democracia. Es difícil rastrear la fecha de ese recital en internet, 

pero en mi recuerdo está indeleble. Era una figura lejana, estábamos lejos del escenario, pero la emoción que 

recorría al público no necesitaba que la viéramos más de cerca. Y aquella voz. Cantó "Cuando tenga la tierra", 

y algo de nuestras entrañas estalló. Ahora que está de moda rechazar la intensidad, yo la abrazo en ese 

recuerdo. 

Mientras camino, los pensamientos vuelan, no logro estacionarlos, seguir un hilo, profundizar. Me pregunto 

cuánto sabrán les aplaudidores de la supuesta libertad, esos que usurparon la palabra libertario, de 

estas historias. No tienen por qué, no habían nacido en aquellos momentos. Nada de todo tiempo pasado 

fue mejor, todo lo contrario. Y es intransferible, ¿cómo podrían valorar lo que jamás les faltó? Entre el intento 

de comprender y la voluntad de reflexionar, igual me sublevan. Claro, no es con les adolescentes. ¿Cómo 

vamos a reprocharles que quieran rebelarse? El problema es cómo, contra qué. La desconexión, el hartazgo, 

escucho Anaconda con memoria, el podcast de Mariana Moyano, en otra caminata. Asiento por la calle, le 

respondo en voz alta (y sé que no puede escucharme). Coincido y no, me sumo a las ganas de entender. ¿Por 

qué será que se piensa distinto parada y en movimiento que al estar sentada? ¿Por qué será que leer no me 

lleva a ese diálogo que requiere del cuerpo? 

Y seguir caminando, con el objetivo de llegar a otro lugar. Caminar, también, es una forma de confiar en 

el futuro.  

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/372999-el-arte-de-perderse-con-violeta-parra-y-mercedes-sosa-en-los 

  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/66jHyc5BIPqV3M5YwGWALB
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/372999-el-arte-de-perderse-con-violeta-parra-y-mercedes-sosa-en-los
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Crossed 

by Katie Wheeler and Ryan Devereaux 

Migrant families came here for a better life. We gave them a lifetime of trauma. 

•  

https://thenib.com/author/katie-wheeler/
https://thenib.com/author/ryan-devereaux/
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https://thenib.com/crossed-family-separation/  
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80 adultas y 170 niñes que ahora deambulan por paradores lejos de la escolaridad y la vivienda digna 

Las voces de las mujeres desalojadas brutalmente de la Villa 31 

El Gobierno de la Ciudad desalojó con extrema violencia la toma “Fuerza de Mujeres”, donde unas 80 

familias sin techo, con sus 175 niñxs, se organizaron para exigir el derecho a una vivienda digna al costado de 

la Villa 31. La ciudad más rica del país hoy tiene más familias en la calle, mientras las autoridades desfilan 

por los medios dando explicaciones mentirosas sobre lo sucedido, con un plan de urbanización que no 

resuelve los problemas de fondo que atraviesan al barrio. En el medio, la promesa de integración social y 

urbana que desintegra. 

 

Por Estefanía Santoro 

. 

Imagen: Bernardino Avila 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/353108-estefania-santoro
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/353108-estefania-santoro
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/353108-estefania-santoro
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/353108-estefania-santoro
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/353108-estefania-santoro
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“Destruyeron el único inodoro que teníamos, que a mi mamá le costó un montón de plata. Que nos den una 

casa si quieren que estemos bien”, grita una nena al micrófono de un canal de televisión mientras se le quiebra 

la voz, se la puede ver en un video que se viralizó a través de una publicación del medio Revista Cítrica. 

Tenía la mochila puesta, estaba lista para ir al colegio, pero esa mañana no llegó porque la Policía de la 

Ciudad no solo destruyó la pequeña casilla de nylon y chapa donde su mamá intentaba resguardarla del frío, 

también derrumbó toda posibilidad de soñar con un pedacito de tierra donde vivir para no quedar en la calle. 

La misma Policía que con violencia y fuego cumplió las órdenes de Horacio Rodríguez Larreta cuando el 

pasado jueves 30 de septiembre envió cientos de efectivos para desalojar a las 80 mujeres y más de 170 niñxs 

sin techo que conformaban la toma “Fuerza de mujeres” ubicada en el predio conocido como “La 

Containera”, a un costado de la Villa 31. A las 7 de la mañana, cuando muchas madres estaban llevando a 

sus hijxs al colegio y otras mujeres ya habían salido a cartonear, llegaron las topadoras para devastarlo 

todo, sin mediar palabra ni aviso previo. El operativo no solo violó los protocolos de desalojo, sino que, 

además, puso en riesgo la vida de las mujeres y niñxs que se encontraban en el lugar. 

“Se reían de nosotros, decían estos mugrientos ni se bañan. Ahora tengo que empezar de nuevo, adónde 

voy a ir con mis seis hijos, nos rompieron todo, los guardapolvos de los chicos todos tirados, las 

zapatillas tiradas, cómo van a ir al colegio mañana si ni siquiera saben dónde están sus mochilas, cómo 

van a salir adelante estas criaturas. Lo único que queremos es que estudien y que tengan otra vida”, 

dice Leonela, una de las mujeres desalojadas, mientras pasa sus manos por la cara para secarse las lágrimas. 

Desde hace tres meses estas mujeres de la toma llegaron a un terreno que era un basural y que en los 

últimos años permaneció ocioso porque el Gobierno de Ciudad lo utilizaba como depósito de residuos y 

escombros. Lo limpiaron y comenzaron a levantar sus casillas con lo poco que tenían y el peso que juntaban 

por día. La gran parte de las mujeres tuvieron que escapar de sus hogares porque sus parejas las molían a 

golpes; cuando intentaron conseguir un alquiler, aunque sea una pieza, las rechazaban porque los propietarios 

del barrio Mujica no quieren alquilar a personas con hijxs. 

Cuentan que los precios de los alquiles son irrisorios, algunos piden 10 mil por una sola pieza con baño 

compartido. La pandemia agravó la crisis habitacional histórica en la Ciudad de Buenos Aires y las 

principales afectadas son las mujeres jefas de hogar, que con sus crianzas a cargo hoy no pueden sostener el 

pago de un alquiler, y aquéllas que pueden pagarlo ni siquiera las aceptan. 

El Gobierno de la Ciudad desoyó uno tras otro los pedidos de instancias de diálogo que solicitaron las 

familias para encontrar una solución al problema habitacional, y la única respuesta que recibieron fue 

más violencia. La policía destrozó y quemó sus pertenencias, a algunas familias ni siquiera les dieron tiempo 

para rescatar las pocas cosas que tenían. 

Las historias detrás de la toma 

“Desde que empezó la toma venimos pidiendo diálogo, mandamos cartas a todos lados, incluso al 

Ministerio de la Mujer, pero nunca obtuvimos una respuesta. No tenemos trabajo fijo y el otro 

problema es que no nos quieren alquilar con niños”, cuenta Albina. Tiene 26 años, llegó de Paraguay en 

2015, tuvo que huir de su casa por la violencia de su pareja. Con sus tres hijos a cargo, le resultó imposible 

sostener un alquiler en una pieza pequeña para cuatro. “Hice tres denuncias en la Oficina de Violencia 

Doméstica, en enero empecé a tener ataques de pánico, pedí psicóloga, pero nunca tuve contención. La 
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mayoría de las mujeres de la toma estábamos sufriendo ataques de pánico y no había ninguna persona para 

asistirnos.” 

La perversidad del Gobierno de la Ciudad asciende cuando Albina denuncia que los comedores que 

responden a la Secretaría de Integración Social y Urbana que trabajan dentro del barrio les negaron la 

comida a más de 20 familias, solamente por estar en la toma. El día del desalojo, Albina solicitó la 

presencia de un representante de la Dirección General de Niñez y Adolescencia: “Tardó una hora en 

presentarse un tipo que ni siquiera sabemos quién era. Uno de mis hijos está con broncoespasmo, los otros 

lloraban porque se les derrumbaba la casita, no querían salir, había millones y millones de policías para cien 

mujeres. Cerraron el barrio directamente y nos quemaron todo. Quemaron una casilla cuando todavía había 

niños adentro. Me quedé sin nada y en la calle, como la mayoría.” 

Mientras Ciudad avanza en la construcción de torres gigantescas en el espacio público, atendiendo a la 

especulación inmobiliaria de empresarios millonarios, desaloja a familias enteras sumidas en la pobreza 

absoluta, agravando aún más su situación de vulnerabilidad extrema. “Quieren ese predio para hacer sus 

negocios”, asegura Albina. 

El Ejecutivo porteño emitió un comunicado, donde argumenta que debieron desalojar porque en ese 

lugar planean construir una escuela. Casualmente en el mismo lugar que el propio Gobierno llenó de 

basura durante seis años. Casualmente comenzaron a difundir entre lxs vecinxs la información de la obra 

escolar cuando se asentó la toma, un discurso perverso para enfrentar a lxs vecinxs de la Villa 31 con las 

mujeres de la toma. Sin embargo, el Gobierno nunca presentó ningún plan de obra del supuesto colegio, 

ni siquiera lo incluyó en el Presupuesto 2021. 

“En un primer momento supimos que el terreno estaba asociado a un contrato con el Comité Olímpico cuando 

inauguraron la Villa Olímpica, después quedó en la nada. A las vecinas del barrio que trabajan con el 

Gobierno les dijeron que construirían una escuela, lo que generó discordia entre vecinas y vecinos. En sí no 

hay nada legal que diga que hay un proyecto asociado a ese terreno, nunca lo hubo, ahora tuvieron que 

salir con un manotazo de ahogado a presentar algo que no existe”, asegura Silvana Olivera, vecina e 

integrante de la Mesa de urbanización participativa y rotativa de la Villa 31. 

Lucía es otra de las mujeres que integraba la toma, tiene 30 años, llegó al país cuando tenía 16, abandonó su 

Paraguay natal en busca de mejores condiciones de vida. Desde el primer día, cuando ocuparon el predio el 30 

de junio, ella y el resto de las familias resistieron al frío y la lluvia del invierno cuando las tormentas 

inundaron el terreno y todo quedó bajo el agua. "Tengo tres nenas, alquilaba una pieza con baño 

compartido y con ellas se me hacía muy difícil, no encontraba una pieza más grande, por eso me uní a 

la toma, ninguno quería alquilarme por mis hijas”, cuenta. Su único ingreso es la Asignación Universal 

por Hijx (AUH), ni siquiera cuenta con una red comunitaria para dejar a alguien al cuidado de sus hijas y salir 

a buscar un trabajo, la más pequeña tiene apenas tres años. 

Hoy Lucía tuvo que refugiarse en la casa de un familiar, pero no puede permanecer allí por mucho tiempo 

más, ya que el espacio es muy pequeño. Llora cuando recuerda aquella mañana: “Fue muy feo lo que vivimos 

cuando vinieron los policías, no les importaron los derechos del niño y la mujer. Era un caos total y lo que 

más me afectó fue ver que prendieron fuego una casilla cuando todavía había chicos adentro, los 

tuvimos que sacar a las corridas”. 
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Cuando llegó a la toma con sus hijas estaba lleno de escombros y basura. Armó una pequeña carpita con unos 

tirantes y fenólico, lo único que pudo comprar para convertirlo en una piecita. “El Gobierno de la Ciudad 

nos ofreció un subsidio habitacional que a nosotras no nos sirve, porque nadie nos quiere alquilar con 

hijos. Todo esto lo sufrimos por nuestros hijos lo hacemos por ellos, nos dijeron que nos vayamos porque 

iban a tirar y quemar todo, y así lo hicieron.” 

Esta no es la primera toma, hace dos meses hubo otra en la Villa 21-24 ubicada en Barracas, donde 

alrededor de 150 familias ocuparon un terreno ferroviario abandonado, lo que demuestra el problema 

habitacional que presenta el territorio frente a la ausencia de soluciones de parte del gobierno de Horacio 

Rodríguez Larreta. 

El día del desalojo y luego de tomar testimonios, el Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (Cels) realizó 

una denuncia ante la Fiscalía Penal Contravencional y de Faltas N° 11, donde detalla que “el uso de la 

fuerza policial puso en riesgo la integridad física de las personas, en particular la de mujeres, niños, niñas y 

adolescentes, quienes estaban organizándose para ir a la escuela cuando se desató una violencia 

desproporcionada.” 

Urbanización a medias 

Las familias de la Villa 31 tomaron ese terreno debido a la falta de vivienda que existe en el barrio. El proceso 

de urbanización que se encuentra implementando el Gobierno de la Ciudad no da respuestas efectivas a 

la problemática del acceso a la vivienda. “Hoy se está regularizando la situación de las viviendas, lo que 

ocasiona que los vecinos que son propietarios de las viviendas terminen expulsando a los inquilinos, por 

miedo a que se queden con el lugar donde están alquilando. Este proceso de regularización del Gobierno 

deja por fuera y expulsa a los inquilinos, lo que ocasiona las tomas que tenemos en el barrio”, detalla 

Silvana y recuerda otra toma similar que sucedió el año pasado con las mujeres del Hotelito, un edificio de 

tres pisos propiedad del Gobierno de la Ciudad, una toma con las mismas características: mujeres jefas de 

hogar, escapando de situaciones de violencia con sus hijxs a cargo que no consiguen quien les quiera alquilar. 

Otra de las cuestiones que no ignora el Gobierno de la Ciudad al momento de la regularización, es que 

muchas familias necesitan un desglose de vivienda. “Les otorgan una casa, pero no tienen en cuenta que 

muchas mujeres ya tienen su propia familia y no pueden vivir en la casa de sus padres, les quedó chica. 

Tampoco contemplan la situación de las mujeres que están en situación de violencia, que no pueden seguir 

viviendo con sus agresores”, advierte Silvana. 

Incluso las personas a las que ya les han otorgado viviendas denunciaron que la construcción es de 

pésima calidad y deben lidiar a diario con filtraciones, problemas eléctricos, incluso de las casas 

vecinas. En ese sentido, Silvana explica: “El Gobierno de la Ciudad dice que construyó las mejores viviendas 

de las urbanizaciones de todas las villas, que se invirtió mucha plata. Tienen una calidad que ellos llaman 

construcción en seco, por fuera tiene chapa en el medio el cableado y la infraestructura de agua y por el lado 

de la pared de adentro del departamento, tiene durlock. Todas las viviendas que se construyeron tienen esos 

problemas, incluso las que hicieron enfrente del Ministerio de Educación.” 

El año pasado, la Defensoría del Pueblo realizó un informe técnico intimando al Gobierno de la Ciudad 

a resolver los problemas de las nuevas viviendas: “Según la ley, tendrían que tener una casa mejor o igual a 

la que tenían, cosa que no sucedió porque la vivienda no es igual ni en cantidad de metros cuadrados ni en 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/317133-la-violencia-de-genero-expuesta-en-los-procesos-de-urbanizac
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/317133-la-violencia-de-genero-expuesta-en-los-procesos-de-urbanizac
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calidad de construcción, incluso tienen problemas que no padecían donde estaban antes, es decir que empeoró 

la situación. Hoy los vecinos organizados del sector todavía están luchando por que les resuelvan los 

problemas que tienen los edificios”, asegura Silvana. 

Para la urbanización de la Villa 31, el Gobierno de la Ciudad, desde la Secretaría de Integración Social y 

Urbana, creó un ente autónomo al Instituto de Vivienda de la Ciudad (IVC), denominado Unidad de 

Proyectos Especiales (UPE) Urbanización Barrio Padre Carlos Mujica (UBPCM), y que depende del 

Ministerio de Desarrollo. Silvana describe la desidia: “La realidad es que la UPE no resuelve ningún 

problema y todos los parches que hacen son momentáneos. Arreglan algo, pero a la semana los vecinos 

ya otra vez tienen el mismo problema”. 

El barrio está cerca de lo que se conocía como el parador de Retiro, al que asistían muchas personas en 

situación de calle. Durante la pandemia, en ese lugar se produjo un contagio masivo y desde ese momento el 

Gobierno de la Ciudad cerró el parador y nunca reabrió. Todas las personas que desde hacía años contaban 

con ese lugar para dormir y asearse, quedaron a la intemperie. “Ayer, después del desalojo, a las mujeres con 

sus hijos las mandaron a un parador en Lugano, pero si el parador de Retiro hubiese estado abierto, podrían 

haberlas alojado ahí cerca del barrio, para que las vecinas que las conocen puedan acercarle las cosas básicas 

que necesitan”, concluye Silvana. 

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/373084-las-voces-de-las-mujeres-desalojadas-brutalmente-de-la-villa 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/373084-las-voces-de-las-mujeres-desalojadas-brutalmente-de-la-villa
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Credit:Mark Harris for ProPublica 

Black Children Were Jailed for a Crime That Doesn’t Exist. Almost Nothing Happened to the Adults in 

Charge. 

Judge Donna Scott Davenport oversees a juvenile justice system in Rutherford County, Tennessee, with 

a staggering history of jailing children. She said kids must face consequences, which rarely seem to 

apply to her or the other adults in charge. 

by Meribah Knight, Nashville Public Radio, and Ken Armstrong, ProPublicaOct. 8, 5 a.m. EDT 

 

REPUBLISH 

Co-published with Nashville Public Radio 

This article was produced for ProPublica’s Local Reporting Network in partnership with Nashville Public 

Radio. Sign up for Dispatches to get stories like this one as soon as they are published. 

Chapter 1: “What in the World?” 

https://www.propublica.org/people/ken-armstrong
https://www.propublica.org/article/black-children-were-jailed-for-a-crime-that-doesnt-exist
https://nashvillepublicradio.org/
https://nashvillepublicradio.org/
https://www.propublica.org/newsletters/dispatches
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Friday, April 15, 2016: Hobgood Elementary School, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

Three police officers were crowded into the assistant principal’s office at Hobgood Elementary School, 

and Tammy Garrett, the school’s principal, had no idea what to do. One officer, wearing a tactical vest, 

was telling her: Go get the kids. A second officer was telling her: Don’t go get the kids. The third officer 

wasn’t saying anything. 

Get Our Top Investigations 

Subscribe to the Big Story newsletter. 

Email address: 

Sign Up
 

Garrett knew the police had been sent to arrest some children, although exactly which children, it 

would turn out, was unclear to everyone, even to these officers. The names police had given the 

principal included four girls, now sitting in classrooms throughout the school. All four girls were Black. 

There was a sixth grader, two fourth graders and a third grader. The youngest was 8. On this sunny 

Friday afternoon in spring, she wore her hair in pigtails. 

A few weeks before, a video had appeared on YouTube. It showed two small boys, 5 and 6 years old, 

throwing feeble punches at a larger boy as he walked away, while other kids tagged along, some yelling. 

The scuffle took place off school grounds, after a game of pickup basketball. One kid insulted another 

kid’s mother, is what started it all. 

Screenshots from a heavily filtered video, originally posted to YouTube, showing a scuffle among small 

children that took place off school grounds. Credit:Screenshots by ProPublica 

The police were at Hobgood because of that video. But they hadn’t come for the boys who threw 

punches. They were here for the children who looked on. The police in Murfreesboro, a fast-growing 

city about 30 miles southeast of Nashville, had secured juvenile petitions for 10 children in all who were 

accused of failing to stop the fight. Officers were now rounding up kids, even though the department 

couldn’t identify a single one in the video, which was posted with a filter that made faces fuzzy. What 

was clear were the voices, including that of one girl trying to break up the fight, saying: “Stop, Tay-

Tay. Stop, Tay-Tay. Stop, Tay-Tay.” She was a fourth grader at Hobgood. Her initials were E.J. 

The confusion at Hobgood — one officer saying this, another saying that — could be traced in part to 

absence. A police officer regularly assigned to Hobgood, who knew the students and staff, had bailed 

that morning after learning about the planned arrests. The thought of arresting these children caused 

him such stress that he feared he might cry in front of them. Or have a heart attack. He wanted nothing 

to do with it, so he complained of chest pains and went home, with no warning to his fill-in about what 

was in store. 
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Also absent was the police officer who had investigated the video and instigated these arrests, Chrystal 

Templeton. She had assured the principal she would be there. She had also told Garrett there would be 

no handcuffs, that police would be discreet. But Templeton was a no-show. Garrett even texted her — 

“How’s timing?” — but got no answer. 

Instead of going to Hobgood, Templeton had spent the afternoon gathering the petitions, then heading 

to the Rutherford County Juvenile Detention Center, a two-tiered jail for children with dozens of 

surveillance cameras, 48 cells and 64 beds. There, she waited for the kids to be brought to her. 

In Rutherford County, a juvenile court judge had been directing police on what she called “our 

process” for arresting children, and she appointed the jailer, who employed a “filter system” to 

determine which children to hold. 

The judge was proud of what she had helped build, despite some alarming numbers buried in state 

reports. 

Among cases referred to juvenile court, the statewide average for how often children were locked up 

was 5%. 

In Rutherford County, it was 48%. 

Rutherford County Locked Up Kids in Almost Half of Cases 

Tennessee used to publish statistical reports on juvenile courts statewide. For the last year available, 

2014, we compiled reports for all 98 courts. Rutherford County locked up kids in 48% of its cases, 

eclipsing every other jurisdiction. (The graphic below shows the top 50 courts.) The state stopped 

publishing this data even as it figured prominently in a lawsuit against Rutherford County. 

Credit:Reports compiled from the Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts 

In the assistant principal’s office at Hobgood, the officer telling Garrett not to get the kids was Chris 

Williams. Williams, who is Black, had been a Murfreesboro cop for five years. “What in the world?” he 

thought, when he learned what these arrests were about. At Hobgood, two-thirds of the students were 

Black or Latino. Williams wondered if such arrests would be made at a school that was mostly white. 

He had a daughter who was 9. He pictured her being arrested. This is going to blow up, he thought; I’m 

going to end up in federal court over this. He considered quitting, but instead tried to get someone to 

intervene. Tucked in an office corner, he called a sergeant, a lieutenant and a major, but couldn’t find 

anyone to call it off. 

The officer not saying anything was Albert Miles III. Growing up, Miles, who is Black, had friends who 

hated the police. But Miles’ dad was a cop. Miles wanted to prove that police could be trusted. That 

afternoon, Miles had been pulled out of roll call along with another officer; a sergeant told the two to go 

arrest some kids at Hobgood. The sergeant didn’t say why, but at Hobgood, Miles started picking up 

details. Miles, too, wondered if these arrests would happen at a school full of white students. 
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The third officer at Hobgood was Jeff Carroll. He’d been pulled out of roll call with Miles. Carroll, who 

is white, was a patrol officer and SWAT team member. In evaluations, supervisors praised him as a 

leader, “cool under pressure.” Carroll also had no idea what these arrests were about. But his sergeant 

had ordered them, and he followed orders. Carroll was the officer telling the principal: Go get the kids. 

Hobgood’s Tammy Garrett Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 

Garrett asked if she could call their parents first. Carroll told her no. Garrett told the police that one 

girl had diabetes and got treatment when she arrived home after school. Please, the principal said. Let 

me call her parent. On this, the police ultimately compromised, saying the girl could get a shot in the 

nurse’s office before being taken to the jail. 

Of the two officers telling Garrett what to do — get the kids, don’t get the kids — Carroll seemed the 

more aggressive, the principal would say later. She agreed to get the kids. 

Having these arrests take place at Hobgood was not something school officials wanted. They wanted 

kids to feel safe at school. Garrett grew up poor. Nine-tenths of her students were poor. Years before, 

Hobgood had struggled academically. Now it was a celebrated success. Garrett and her staff had 

worked to build trust with parents, with students. “I don’t give up on kids,” Garrett says. But she knew 

that trust is fragile, and trauma endures. 

As Garrett gathered the girls from their classrooms, she believed the police would at least avoid a 

spectacle. School let out at 2:30. That was minutes away. Garrett’s understanding was that the police 

would keep the girls in the office until school was dismissed and everyone else was gone. 

Garrett rounded up the sixth grader, a tall girl with braids who had visions of becoming a police 

officer; one of the fourth graders, the girl with diabetes; and the 8-year-old third grader. In the 

hallway, the principal tried to prepare them, saying the police were there regarding a video of a fight. 

Hearing this, the sixth grader told Garrett that the two other girls hadn’t even been there. 

After returning to the office with the three girls, Garrett relayed to police what the sixth grader had 

told her. 

Her words were barely out when Carroll made it clear he’d had enough, Garrett said later when 

interviewed as part of an internal police investigation. 

Carroll pulled out handcuffs and put them “right in my face,” Garrett recalled. 

“And he said, ‘We’re going now, we’re going now, there’s no more talk, and we’re going now.’ 

“And I said, ‘But, but, but.’” 

A chalk drawing outside Hobgood Elementary School Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

89 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

Carroll yelled at her, Garrett said. She felt intimidated. Bullied. She worried that if she said any more, 

she might be arrested herself. “And so I backed off.” 

By now the girls were crying and screaming and reaching for the principal, who was also crying, as was 

the assistant principal. “And it was, it was, it was awful,” Garrett later said. 

Carroll handcuffed the sixth grader. Later, asked why, he said because policy allowed him to. After 

being handcuffed, the sixth grader fell to her knees. 

Miles handcuffed the 8-year-old with pigtails. “Just acting out of habit,” he said later. Walking to a 

patrol car, Miles stopped and thought, “Wait a minute,” and removed the cuffs. “I guess my brain 

finally caught up with what was going on.” 

While Carroll drove those two girls to the jail, the fourth grader with diabetes stayed behind to see the 

nurse. She was sisters with the sixth grader; her initials were C.C. 

In all this back and forth, Principal Garrett realized something. The other fourth grader. She had 

forgotten about her. And now, school was out. The girl had boarded her bus, and was waiting to go 

home. 

The other fourth grader was E.J. Although she’d said “stop,” she was on the police’s list to be picked 

up for encouraging the fight. 

Go get her, the police told Garrett. 

Garrett was still crying. She didn’t want to go out to the line of buses and let all those kids see her like 

that. But she went, feeling she had little choice. 

A teacher beckoned E.J. off the bus. Then Garrett escorted her inside, to the awaiting police. E.J., 

scared and confused, begged for her mother — and threw up on the floor. 

The two fourth graders still at Hobgood, E.J. and C.C., were best friends. Williams and Miles walked 

the girls outside, not handcuffing either. With some parents joining in, the officers formed a prayer 

circle around the two girls. Miles prayed out loud for the kids to be protected and for God to bring 

peace and understanding. Then he buckled the fourth graders into a patrol car and drove off. On the 

way to jail the girls cried, “snot and all,” E.J. would say later. Garrett, meanwhile, pulled out her 

personal cellphone and began calling parents, no longer willing to do as the police commanded. 

For the officers, the confusion didn’t end at the school. It continued once the children began arriving at 

the jail. 

When Carroll walked in with the first two girls, Templeton, the investigating officer, pointed to the 8-

year-old and asked what she was doing there. The police had no petition for her, Templeton said. The 

8-year-old’s mother soon arrived and took her child home. 
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Left: The playground at Hobgood Elementary School. Right: Rutherford County Juvenile Detention 

Center. Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 

Miles brought in the last two girls, the two fourth graders. Then, walking out to his patrol car, he ran 

into an angry parent, Miles would recall later. It was a father demanding answers. Miles dropped his 

head, shaking it. The father asked why this was happening. I don’t know, Miles answered. We are good 

people, the father said. I can only imagine what you’re feeling, Miles answered. He explained, briefly, 

the juvenile court process. This is wrong, the father told Miles, over and over. After the third time, 

Miles, fighting back tears, said he understood, as a parent himself, the father’s anger and pain. 

Fuck you, the father said. 

I understand, Miles answered. 

Only later, when he returned to the police station, did Miles allow himself to cry. 

When the parent asked why this was happening, Miles had been unable to say. But the answer traces to 

individual missteps and institutional breakdowns — all on a grand scale. 

What happened on that Friday and in the days after, when police rounded up even more kids, would 

expose an ugly and unsettling culture in Rutherford County, one spanning decades. In the wake of 

these mass arrests, lawyers would see inside a secretive legal system that’s supposed to protect kids, but 

in this county did the opposite. Officials flouted the law by wrongfully arresting and jailing children. 

One of their worst practices was stopped following the events at Hobgood, but the conditions that 

allowed the lawlessness remain. The adults in charge failed. Yet they’re still in charge. Tennessee’s 

systems for protecting children failed. Yet they haven’t been fixed. 

Chapter 2: “The Mother of the County” 

Judge Donna Scott Davenport during a 2017 deposition. Credit:Obtained by ProPublica and Nashville 

Public Radio 

Eleven children in all were arrested over the video, including the 8-year-old taken in by mistake. Media 

picked up the story. Parents and community leaders condemned the actions of police. “Unimaginable, 

unfathomable,” a Nashville pastor said. “Unconscionable,” “inexcusable,” “insane,” three state 

legislators said. But Rutherford County’s juvenile court judge focused instead on the state of 

youth, telling a local TV station: “We are in a crisis with our children in Rutherford County. ... I’ve 

never seen it this bad.” 

Rutherford County established the position of elected juvenile court judge in 2000, and ever since, 

Donna Scott Davenport has been the job’s only holder. She sometimes calls herself the “mother of the 

county.” 

https://www.wsmv.com/news/parent-wants-answers-after-children-arrested-at-murfreesboro-elementary-school/article_18b17d14-cd9b-5438-8755-75005a291dc5.html


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

91 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

Davenport runs the juvenile justice system, appointing magistrates, setting rules and presiding over 

cases that include everything from children accused of breaking the law to parents accused of 

neglecting their children. While the county’s mayor, sheriff and commissioners have turned over, she 

has stayed on, becoming a looming figure for thousands of families. “She’s been the judge ever since I 

was a kid,” said one mother whose own kids have cycled through Davenport’s courtroom. One man, 

now in his late 20s, said that when he was a kid in trouble, he would pray for a magistrate instead of 

Davenport: “If she’s having a bad day, most definitely, you’re going to have a bad day.” 

While juvenile court is mostly private, Davenport keeps a highly public profile. For the past 10 years 

she’s had a monthly radio segment on WGNS, a local station where she talks about her work. 

She sees a breakdown in morals. Children lack respect: “It’s worse now than I’ve ever seen it,” she said 

in 2012. Parents don’t parent: “It’s just the worst I’ve ever seen,” she said in 2017. On WGNS, 

Davenport reminisces with the show’s host about a time when families ate dinner together and parents 

always knew where their children were and what friends they were with because kids called home from 

a landline, not some could-be-anywhere cellphone. Video games, the internet, social media — it’s all 

poison for children, the judge says. 

Davenport describes her work as a calling. “I’m here on a mission. It’s not a job. It’s God’s mission,” 

she told a local newspaper. The children in her courtroom aren’t hers, but she calls them hers. “I’m 

seeing a lot of aggression in my 9- and 10-year-olds,” she says in one radio segment. 

She encourages parents troubled by their children’s behavior to use over-the-counter kits to test them 

for drugs. “Don’t buy them at the Dollar Tree,” she says on the radio. “The best ones are your 

reputable drugstores.” 

Scrutinizing the inner workings of Tennessee’s juvenile courts can be difficult. Court files are mostly 

off-limits; proceedings can be closed at a judge’s discretion. But on the radio, Davenport provides 

listeners a glimpse of the court’s work. “I’ve locked up one 7-year-old in 13 years, and that was a 

heartbreak,” she said in 2012. “But 8- and 9-year-olds, and older, are very common now.” 

Davenport has lots of favorite sayings. “God don’t make no junk,” she says to kids, to instill self-worth. 

To instill fear, she will say, “I’m going to let you be young and dumb — one time.” There’s no jury in 

juvenile court, so Davenport decides the facts as well as the law. “And that is why I should get 12 times 

the pay,” she likes to joke. 

Davenport enforces a strict dress code in her courtroom, requiring people to “show deference.” There 

will be no untucked shirts. No sundresses, spaghetti straps or spandex. No body piercings, no 

uncovered tattoos. Pants shall be pulled up, and if a child shows up without a belt, the judge keeps a 

bag of them, and if she runs out, “you’ll just have to make do with a piece of rope,” one newspaper 

profile said. 

Davenport says children need consequences. “Being detained in our facility is not a picnic at all,” she 

says on the radio. “It’s not supposed to be. It’s a consequence for an action.” 
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Davenport’s tough talk — and the county’s high detention rate — go against a reform movement that 

started about the same time she went on the bench. Beginning in the late 1990s, the number of kids in 

lockup began to decline, both nationally and in Tennessee. 

Davenport, now 69, grew up in Mt. Juliet, a Nashville suburb. She attended Middle Tennessee State 

University, in Murfreesboro, majoring in criminal justice. 

On the radio, Davenport says she has been “blessed” with an extensive history in law enforcement: “I 

was trained well in 17 years by different law enforcement agencies.” As a juvenile court judge, she says, 

she can spot “subtle signs” of gang activity, “wearing something to the right or to the left, or a color 

here or a color there.” 

Her description of her job history doesn’t always match employment records. 

Davenport, in a sworn deposition, said her law enforcement career began in 1977 at MTSU, where, as a 

student, she worked full time as a university police officer for two to three years. But her MTSU 

personnel file shows her being a part-time dispatcher, then a full-time clerk-typist, then a full-time 

secretary. 

In 1980, Davenport started as a dispatcher for the Murfreesboro Police Department. Then she took 

another job — not in law enforcement, but in the law department for Nashville, investigating financial 

claims that might include anything from car accidents to slip-and-falls. 

At night, Davenport went to law school. She graduated in 1986. That same year, she told lawyers in a 

deposition, “I started with the feds.” She told radio listeners that for eight years she was “with the U.S. 

Justice Department, where I analyzed and tracked and helped identify serial killers.” But this job 

wasn’t with the Justice Department. Her employer, Regional Information Sharing Systems, received 

federal funding but isn’t a federal agency. 

She then became a private investigator, handling “mostly divorces,” she told lawyers. 

In a deposition, Davenport said she first took the bar exam about a year after finishing law school. She 

failed, then kept trying. 

“How — how many times have you taken the bar?” an attorney asked her. 

“I passed on the fifth time,” she said. 

She was admitted to practice law in 1995, nine years after getting her law degree. 

In 1998, she became a juvenile court referee, akin to a judge. One of the county’s judges appointed her. 

(Asked why, he recently said, “I really can’t go back and tell you.”) 
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The following year, Rutherford County violated federal law 191 times by keeping kids locked up too 

long, according to a story later published by The Tennessean. By law, children held for such minor acts 

as truancy were to appear before a judge within 24 hours and be released no more than a day after 

that. The newspaper interviewed Davenport, who estimated half those violations occurred because a 

kid had cursed her or someone else. For cursing, she said, she typically sentenced kids to two to 10 days 

in jail. “Was I in violation?” she said. “Heck, yes. But am I going to allow a child to cuss anyone out? 

Heck, no.” 

In August 2000 — less than three months after the story was published — Rutherford County elected 

Davenport to the newly created job of juvenile court judge. Her opponent, a major in the sheriff’s 

department, was later charged with sex crimes against minors and, in a plea deal, got probation. 

Davenport has not had another opponent since. 

With juveniles, police in Tennessee typically avoid cuffs and custody, particularly in less serious cases. 

They instead serve summonses instructing kids and their parents to show up in court. 

But that wasn’t the routine in Rutherford County. When the Murfreesboro officers arrested the kids at 

Hobgood, they were following Davenport’s “process”: arrest, transport to the detention center for 

screening, then file charging papers. “IT IS SO ORDERED,” Davenport wrote in a 2003 memo about 

her instructions. Four years later she declared that even kids accused of minor violations like truancy 

must be taken into custody and transported to jail. 

Davenport once told Murfreesboro’s Daily News Journal: “I know I’m harsh, I’m very harsh. I like to 

think I’m fair, but I’m tough.” 

In 2016, the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct publicly reprimanded Davenport. In a family law 

matter, a father’s lawyers had asked to move his case to another county. By law, they were allowed to. 

But Davenport called “the father and/or his attorneys” a “sneaky snake,” the reprimand said. What’s 

more, she ordered that a transcript of her words be forwarded, possibly tipping the next judge to her 

animosity. The reprimand found that Davenport’s “intemperate conduct” threatened the right to a fair 

hearing. 

In some other cases, appeals courts have taken Davenport to task through unusually blunt language. 

In one, Davenport was overturned twice. Davenport, finding that a mother had neglected her daughter, 

granted custody to another couple. Two higher courts disagreed and ordered Davenport to reunify the 

mother and child. Instead, Davenport terminated the mother’s parental rights. The other couple then 

adopted the girl, after being “exhorted” by Davenport to move quickly, according to a state Court of 

Appeals opinion. 

The adoption went through while a challenge to Davenport’s parental termination ruling was still 

pending. In the second go-round, a state appeals court judge made clear his displeasure, saying, during 

oral argument, “Our little system works pretty simply”: If a higher court tells a lower court to do 

something, the lower court does it. “That didn’t happen in this case,” he said. Two months later, the 

appeals court overruled Davenport for a second time. Saying it was “troubled by the proceedings to 

this point,” the court ordered Davenport to reunite the mother and child — “expeditiously.” 
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Davenport, through a spokesperson, declined our interview request, to which we attached 13 pages of 

questions. Previously, when asked about the county’s arrest practices, Davenport told lawyers that she 

“can’t tell law enforcement what to do.” She told a local newspaper that her court produces “a lot of 

success stories.” She told radio listeners, “I want the children that come in front of me to leave better 

than they came in.” 

Chapter 3: “Yeah, That’s the Charge” 

Friday, April 15, 2016: Judicial Commissioners’ office, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

On the same Friday afternoon as three police officers jammed into the assistant principal’s office at 

Hobgood Elementary School, three other people huddled in another office a few miles away, to discuss 

what charge these kids could face. 

Chrystal Templeton, the police officer investigating the video, wanted to arrest every kid who watched 

the fight and “get them all in front” of Davenport, she would say later during an internal police 

investigation. Charging them was helping them, Templeton believed, because “juvenile court is about 

rehabilitation.” 

Templeton thought an appropriate charge might be conspiracy to commit assault. But then she met 

with Amy Anderson and Sherry Hamlett, two judicial commissioners authorized by Rutherford 

County to issue arrest warrants. Anderson told Templeton that she thought the only child who could be 

charged with conspiring was the kid who recorded video of the fight on a cellphone. 

So they went in search of another charge, with Hamlett checking the state’s criminal code on a 

computer. 

Templeton had joined the Murfreesboro Police Department in 1998, when she was 21. By the time of 

the arrests at Hobgood, she had been disciplined at least 37 times, including nine suspensions. She once 

left a loaded pistol on the seat of a patrol car, according to her personnel file. During a pursuit, she 

failed to turn on her dash cam. Another time she lost control of her patrol car and hit a Ford Explorer, 

which, in turn, hit a Nissan Pathfinder while Templeton’s patrol unit, spinning, smacked a Toyota 

Sequoia. In all, four cars were damaged and seven people injured, including Templeton. 

In the lead-up to the Hobgood arrests, Garrett, the school’s principal, had heard grumbling about 

Templeton. Templeton was a school resource officer — not at Hobgood, but at two other schools in 

Murfreesboro. Both schools’ principals complained that Templeton was often absent. Meanwhile, one 

of Hobgood’s resource officers warned Garrett that Templeton’s handling of the case was going to 

cause a “shitstorm.” But that officer didn’t share her concerns with police higher-ups. She believed 

Templeton’s sergeant always made excuses for her, so what was the point? 

Templeton had begun investigating on Wednesday, two days earlier. To try and identify all the kids, 

she asked around at schools and in the neighborhood where the fight took place. One parent she 

approached for help was E.J.’s mom. Templeton assured her no one was in trouble, that she just 

wanted to give the kids a talking-to, E.J.’s mom would say later. E.J., who was with her mom during 
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this meeting, said she had been there. It was her on the video saying, “Stop, Tay-Tay.” On a piece of 

paper, on the hood of Templeton’s patrol car, E.J. and another girl who was with them listed the 

onlookers. And that was Templeton’s investigation. “My case is the video and the list,” she would say 

later, even though she couldn’t match any bystander to any image in the video. 

The victim, the boy being punched, told Templeton the kids were all friends now. Templeton told him 

she understood. She then asked the child, “Do you think that there needs to be some consequences for 

what happened?” she would later recall. “And he said yes.” 

Templeton wanted guidance. She believed the boys throwing punches were too young to be charged 

with a crime. An assistant district attorney agreed. The assistant DA also told Templeton she didn’t 

believe there was any single charge appropriate for all the kids gathered around. But Templeton still 

wanted to charge them all. 

Inside the judicial commissioners’ office, Hamlett discovered an alternative to conspiracy to commit 

assault. 

Her search turned up a Tennessee statute defining “criminal responsibility for conduct of another.” It 

says, in part: A person is “criminally responsible” for an offense committed by another if “the person 

causes or aids an innocent or irresponsible person to engage in” the offense, or directs another to 

commit the offense, or “fails to make a reasonable effort to prevent commission of the offense.” 

Hamlett shared her find with Templeton. They went through the statute line by line, with Anderson 

joining in. 

“I looked at the charge to the best of my ability, from my experience was like, ‘Yeah, that’s, that’s the 

charge,’” Templeton would later say. (When she subsequently apprised a higher-up in the police 

department, the higher-up wasn’t so sure. But he didn’t warn her off. “No one ever said no,” 

Templeton said later, adding, “If somebody told me, ‘No, stop,’ I would have stopped.”) 

In the United States, it is typically the prosecutor’s job to review a police investigation and decide what 

charges, if any, to file. But Tennessee allows counties to hire judicial commissioners to fill this role. 

From issuing warrants to setting bail to conducting probable cause hearings, Rutherford County’s 

judicial commissioners can take on tasks that traditionally fall to judges or prosecutors — without 

needing the legal training of either. 

County judges recommend people for the job. County commissioners appoint them. 

Rutherford County opens the job to anyone with a Tennessee driver’s license and a high school 

diploma, supplemented by some college-level course work or vocational training and some office work. 

Anderson, a county employee since 1998, was disciplined shortly before this case. According to 

investigative records, she had passed a note to a sheriff’s clerk. The clerk tore it up, then left with 

Anderson. Someone fished the note’s scraps from the trash and taped them together. The note read: 

“Could I get a few? If not, that’s fine. It’s my hip.” 
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In an internal sheriff’s investigation, the clerk admitted giving Anderson two prescription painkillers. 

That was illegal, a lieutenant wrote. He informed a county judge, who said they “would handle the 

situation administratively.” Anderson received a letter of warning, according to her personnel file. 

Hamlett started as a judicial commissioner in 2008, making $8.50 an hour. Her application listed a high 

school diploma, and no college. Her previous job was in a small-town post office where her 

responsibilities included “computer work and general office duties.” 

When Hamlett came up with “criminal responsibility for conduct of another” as a possible charge, 

there was a problem. It’s not an actual charge. There is no such crime. It is rather a basis upon which 

someone can be accused of a crime. For example, a person who caused someone else to commit robbery 

would be charged with robbery, not “criminal responsibility.” 

But in the judicial commissioners’ office that Friday afternoon, 10 petitions were issued, each charging 

a child with “criminal responsibility.” The petitions didn’t distinguish the kids’ actions; the documents 

were cookie-cutter, saying each child “encouraged and caused” two other juveniles to commit an 

assault. 

Templeton signed each petition. Anderson also signed at least some of them. Templeton then left the 

judicial commissioners’ office, the 10 petitions in hand. 

After the four arrests at Hobgood, other children named in the petitions were brought in by their 

parents or rounded up by police. 

(Templeton, through her lawyer, declined to comment. Anderson and Hamlett did not respond to 

interview requests. A supervisor in the judicial commissioners’ office told us the two had no comment, 

and neither did he.) 

On Saturday, the day after the scene at Hobgood, police went to the home of a sister and brother who 

were 12-year-old twins. In court records they would be identified as J.B.#1 and J.B.#2. Officers 

arrested and handcuffed both children, even as the girl cried and begged to stay with her mother, and 

the mother pleaded with police not to use handcuffs. The mother recently said, “It hurt me to my heart 

... for them to take my kids.” Two of her other children watched the arrests, as did three of her nieces. 

Afterward, her other children had nightmares of being arrested, she said. 

The officers put the twins in a patrol car and took them to the juvenile detention center to be processed. 

Chapter 4: “We Will Hold the Juvenile” 

When police took the 12-year-old twins to the Rutherford County Juvenile Detention Center on 

Saturday, April 16, 2016, the odds that either would be jailed were long, at least under Tennessee law. 

Recognizing the harm that can come from incarcerating kids, Tennessee lawmakers have placed 

narrow limits on when a child accused of being delinquent can be held in a secure lockdown prior to 

receiving a court hearing. The child must fit one of six categories, precisely defined. They include being 
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a jail escapee; being wanted elsewhere for a felony offense; or being accused, on substantial evidence, of 

a crime resulting in serious injury or death. 

These two 12-year-olds were charged on negligible evidence with a crime that’s not an actual crime for 

something in which no one was seriously hurt. 

Rutherford County, however, had its own system for deciding whether to keep a child under lock and 

key. Its written procedure, imprecise and broad, boiled down to whether a child was considered by 

jailers to be a “TRUE threat.” Jailers allowed the 12-year-old girl to go home. But they locked up her 

twin brother. Of the 10 children charged in this case, all Black, four were girls and six were boys. Every 

girl was released. Of the boys, four were jailed, according to court records. 

Those four boys became a small part of a big group. In the fiscal year that encompassed April 2016, 

Rutherford County jailed 986 children for a total of 7,932 days. 

Jacorious Brinkley Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 

J.B.#2, the 12-year-old boy, spent two nights in the detention center, court records show. While there, 

he was placed in solitary confinement as punishment for standing at his cell’s window, a lawsuit would 

later allege. We recently interviewed J.B.#2, whose name is Jacorious Brinkley. (He’s 18 now and is OK 

with us using his name.) A guard, Jacorious said, kept walking past his cell, “saying, like, ‘You can’t, 

you can’t be by the door. You got to sit down.’” 

The person who runs the detention center is Lynn Duke. Davenport initially picked someone else, but 

her first appointee was arrested on a drug charge only hours after receiving the congratulations of 

county commissioners. Davenport quickly named Duke as replacement. Duke, a former youth services 

officer, became director on Jan. 1, 2001, and has remained in that role ever since. 

Duke reports to Davenport, but does not consult her daily. In 2005, Duke emailed the judge to say she 

was feeling guilty for not checking in more. “If you need me to do anything ... PLEASE TELL ME!” 

Duke wrote, to which Davenport replied: “GIRL, if I had any concerns or problems you would hear 

from me. YOU DO A GREAT JOB!!!!!” 

When Duke first became director, the county detained kids in a deteriorated 19th-century jail separate 

from the court building. A local newspaper editorial bemoaned the sight this produced in the public 

square: kids, shackled together, in orange jumpsuits, “shuffling along the sidewalk and into the 

Judicial Building.” “Not that we’re afraid to see juveniles cuffed and heading toward justice, but it is a 

disturbing thing that could be avoided if juvenile court could be held at the detention center,” the 

editorial said. 

Lynn Duke during a 2017 deposition Credit:Obtained by ProPublica and Nashville Public Radio 

In 2003, Rutherford County hired a consulting firm to help design a new detention center. The next 

year the firm produced a lengthy report, alerting Rutherford County that it was locking up kids at an 

exceptionally high rate. Jailing children should be “the last of a number of options,” the firm wrote. 
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Less restrictive alternatives not only save money, they’re “more effective in reducing recidivism,” 

making them better for children and the community. 

Scale down, the report recommended. Build a 35-bed juvenile detention center, with room to add on 

later. Also, build shelter care: 10 beds, in a residential setting, for runaways or other kids who pose no 

real threat to public safety. 

In 2005, Rutherford County dropped the consulting firm and rejected its advice. The county opted for 

a 64-bed detention center, with no shelter care. 

The center, attached to new courtrooms for Davenport and her magistrate, opened in 2008. The 

complex’s cost, coupled with that of a nearby correctional work center for adults, was $23.3 million. 

Duke and Davenport have gushed about their new workplace. A “dream come true,” Davenport called 

it. They offer public tours. “You’ll see booking ... bring your family … [have] a little piece of cake,” 

Davenport told radio listeners in a 2015 segment. They also lauded the jail staff. “We are a well-oiled 

machine, so there is not much to report,” Duke told county commissioners. 

On occasion, news reports have revealed embarrassing staff breakdowns. Duke fired one officer who 

pepper-sprayed a kid in his cell, after which the kid chased the officer down and beat him up. (The 

officer, in a statement, said he was confident he followed procedure.) 

In another case Duke promoted a corporal to sergeant despite a troubling disciplinary record; Duke 

then fired the sergeant after she entered a cell, removed her belt and struck a child with it, according to 

an internal investigation’s findings. The sergeant denied hitting the child, saying she had just removed 

her belt and made a popping sound with it. (When we pulled this officer’s personnel file, we discovered 

she had originally been recommended for hire by Davenport, who wrote a letter lauding her 

“professional demeanor” and “enthusiasm for the world of juvenile law.”) 

When the new center opened in 2008, Duke incorporated a “filter system” into the jail’s written 

manual. When police arrest a child, they bring the child to jail. There, under the system, staff decide 

whether to hold the child before a detention hearing, which could take place days later. Say a child is 

hauled in for something minor, like skipping school. Under the filter system, the child would be locked 

up if deemed “unruly.” But the filter system defines “unruly” simply as “a TRUE threat,” while 

“TRUE threat” is not defined at all. 

So any child, no matter the charge, who is considered a “TRUE threat,” however that’s interpreted, 

can end up being locked up. 

Plus, the police can weigh in. In a 2013 email, Duke encouraged sheriff’s officers to let her staff know if 

they wanted a child detained. “If they say I really want this kid held, 9 times out of 10 we can make it 

happen,” she wrote. She went further in a memo to school resource officers, writing, “Even if we would 

normally release a juvenile ... any time a local law enforcement officer requests a juvenile be detained 

and agrees to come to court to testify we will hold the juvenile.” 

https://www.murfreesboropost.com/news/juvenile-officer-fired-after-pepper-spraying-inmate/article_d807d8cc-cd02-5786-a7ca-3c9e72fc4906.html
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Detention center staff could be quizzed on the filter system when up for promotion, or disciplined for 

not applying it as written, according to personnel records. The staff member who made her way up to 

sergeant before being fired said in a deposition, “We were told when in doubt, hold them ’cause it’s 

better to hold a kid ... that should have been released than release a child that should have been held.” 

Jacorious Brinkley’s mother, Jackie Brinkley Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 

In 2016, Jacorious Brinkley joined in a lawsuit asking for the filter system to be stopped. When Duke 

was deposed in 2017, she called the system a guideline. Asked when it applied and what it dictated, 

Duke repeatedly said, “Depends on the situation.” 

“Is it your policy or not?” a lawyer asked Duke. 

“No. Yes. It — it’s a policy to use it when necessary,” Duke said. 

Duke declined our request for an interview, writing in an email, “I appreciate your interest in 

Rutherford County and its youth, but decline to participate at this time.” Elsewhere she has 

consistently expressed pride in her operation, saying Rutherford County has the “best juvenile 

detention center in the state of Tennessee.” 

Rutherford County doesn’t just jail its own kids. It also contracts with other counties to detain their 

children, charging $175 a day. “If we have empty beds, we will fill them with a paying customer,” Duke 

said at one public meeting. 

Duke reports monthly to the county commission’s Public Safety Committee. At these meetings — we 

watched more than 100, going back 12 years — commissioners have asked regularly about the number 

of beds filled. “Just like a hotel,” one commissioner said of the jail. “With breakfast provided, and it’s 

not a continental,” added a second. At another meeting a commissioner said it would be “cool” if, 

instead of being a cost center, the jail could be a “profit center.” 

When, at one meeting, Duke said “we get a lot of business” from a particular county, a commissioner 

chuckled at Duke’s word choice. “Business,” he said. This brought awkward laughter from other 

commissioners, leading the committee chair to say: “Hey, it’s a business. Generating revenue.” 

Chapter 5: “They’re Not Coming Out Better Than They Went In” 

Friday, April 15, 2016: Rutherford County Juvenile Detention Center 

She had tried to stop the scuffle. The evidence was right there, in the video. Stop, Tay-Tay. Stop, Tay-

Tay. Then, asked by police for help, she had helped. The police had responded by arresting her, as she 

vomited and cried, saying that she had “encouraged and caused” the fight. 

When E.J. was taken to the detention center, she was processed along with C.C., her best friend. Jail 

staff recorded E.J.’s name and birthdate (she was 10 years old), conducted a 16-point search and 

confiscated her jewelry, all her small rings. Then they placed the two fourth graders in a holding area. 
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The air, the bench, everything was cold, E.J. remembers. She heard buzzing, and doors opening and 

shutting. 

E.J. and C.C. sat and cried — E.J., who had tried to stop the fight, and C.C., who, as her sister had told 

Principal Garrett, was not even there. She had been at a pizza party, celebrating her basketball team’s 

championship. 

E.J. remembers C.C. saying something to her sister, in a nearby holding cell, and she remembers the 

jail staff’s reaction. The grownups in charge told the children: Be quiet. “It was like a demanding,” E.J. 

recalls. 

E.J. was released the day of her arrest. Come Monday, she was afraid to go back to school, worried the 

police might pick her up again. 

After the outcry over these arrests, the charge against E.J. was dismissed, as were the charges against 

all the other kids. But E.J.’s mom could see signs of lasting trauma. E.J. had bad dreams about the 

arrest. She didn’t trust the police. For two or three months, E.J. received counseling. 

In July 2016, 10-year-old E.J., through her mother, sued Officer Templeton in federal court. Her 

lawsuit was later expanded into a class action against Rutherford County. 

Her lawyers wanted to know: How many kids were there who, like E.J., had been improperly arrested? 

How many kids had, like Jacorious Brinkley, been improperly jailed? The lawyers gathered large 

samples of arrest and detention records from an 11-year period, ending in December 2017. Then they 

extrapolated. 

They would eventually estimate that kids had been wrongly arrested 500 times. And that was just for 

kids arrested by the sheriff’s office. This estimate didn’t account for other law enforcement agencies in 

the county that followed Davenport’s “process.” As for how many times the juvenile detention center 

had improperly locked up kids through its “filter system,” the lawyers estimated that number at 1,500. 

Based on their access to the usually confidential records, the lawyers created a spreadsheet showing 

that more than 50 kids, identified by their initials, had been jailed for offenses that wouldn’t be crimes 

if they were adults. While most were 14 or older, exceptions abounded. C.V., D.L. and J.S., all age 13, 

were locked up for being “unruly”; J.B., age 12, for “truancy”; and A.W., age 11, for “runaway.” 

The lawyers obtained the jail’s intake procedures, detailing how kids are required to shower while 

watched by a staff member of the same sex. “Constant visual shall be maintained,” the procedures say. 

All braids shall be removed, and every scar, mark and tattoo, unless “located in a private area,” 

photographed. 

The lawyers cited research on how arresting and detaining kids hurts not only the children, but society. 

Kids who have been arrested and jailed are more likely to commit crimes in the future. They’re more 

likely to struggle in school, and to struggle with drugs and alcohol. “Detention makes mentally ill youth 

worse,” the lawyers wrote. Detention makes kids more likely to hurt themselves. 
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In the class-action lawsuit, one of the lead plaintiffs is Dylan Geerts. While E.J. alleged wrongful arrest, 

Dylan alleged he was illegally jailed. 

Dylan Geerts Credit:Stacy Kranitz, special to ProPublica 

When Dylan was 14, his uncle killed himself. The two had been close. Afterward, Dylan started talking 

of taking his own life. His dad took him to a hospital, where Dylan stayed for a week. Doctors diagnosed 

him as being bipolar and prescribed lithium. 

Two months after Dylan turned 15, he spent a weekend night with a friend. “Me and him were like fuel 

to each other’s fire,” Dylan says. They went looking for unlocked cars, for things to steal. About 3:30 

a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2013, a police officer spotted them. They ran, but he caught them. They had 

lifted a radio, a hat, a phone case and cologne. Dylan was charged with six crimes. The crimes weren’t 

violent. There were no weapons involved. Dylan had never been arrested before. But when police took 

him to the Rutherford County Juvenile Detention Center, the staff, using the filter system, locked him 

up. 

At the detention center, he says, he didn’t get his lithium: “Not a dose.” He spent almost all his time 

alone in his cell. Going off medication affected “my moods, my suicidal thoughts and my manic 

depressive disorders,” he says. “Twenty or 21 hours a day are a lot of time to think and let your mind 

go wild, especially when you’re bipolar.” He felt jittery. “It’s like your stomach has dropped and your 

chest is real tight and you’re real nervous ... it’s like having stage fright ... all day, every day.” 

Classwork was superficial. He was in high school, but they had him doing simple multiplication: “11 

times 11, 5 times 7 ... I got an entire worksheet of that.” 

Once, he used the intercom inside his cell to ask for toilet paper. “I was told I would be put on 

lockdown if I used the intercom system a second time.” Another time, outside his cell, he was told by a 

guard that he had a phone call from his father. “I stood up and then another guard jumped up and 

said, ‘You don’t stand unless you’re allowed permission to stand,’ and threatened to pepper-spray me.” 

Three days after his arrest, he appeared before Judge Davenport. She seemed hostile, he says, the 

hearing perfunctory. Davenport released him, but placed him on house arrest. So for more than two 

months he was either at home or at school. “Or you’re following your dad like you’re on a leash.” He 

couldn’t see friends. He wasn’t even allowed to text them. 

Dylan’s dad would say that to his mind, house arrest was “the worst thing you could ever do to a child, 

because he’s looking out a window.” Community service would have been better, something “to 

preoccupy his time, not un-occupy his time.” 

After Dylan was released from detention, he found his lithium no longer worked. He started on a string 

of other medications. He fell behind in school. In the 16 months after, he tried three times to kill 

himself. To his dad, the change in Dylan was dramatic. Before detention, “He came to me and said, ‘I 

was having trouble with thoughts in my head.’ After detention it was acting on thoughts in his head.” 
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Dylan doesn’t like having his name attached to the class-action lawsuit. But “someone has to be 

representative,” he says. “If there's no actual story to it, then no one cares.” We interviewed Dylan this 

year, in his new home outside Rutherford County. He said if he could, he’d tell Davenport, “They’re 

not coming out better than they went in.” 

The lawyers representing E.J. and Dylan discovered that for children swept up in Rutherford County’s 

juvenile justice system, the harm could go beyond being arrested or jailed. Many children, once jailed, 

were placed in solitary confinement. 

In April 2016, mere days after the Hobgood arrests, Duke’s staff received Davenport’s approval to 

isolate, indefinitely, a teen with developmental disabilities. Jailers confined Quinterrius Frazier, 15 

years old, to his cell for 23 hours a day while denying him music, magazines or books, except for a 

Bible. 

By that time, President Barack Obama had banned solitary confinement for kids in federal prison, 

citing the “devastating, lasting psychological consequences.” But Rutherford County allowed isolation 

in eight ascending levels, calling it “crucial” that kids “understand there are consequences for all 

behaviors.” Level 1 was for 12 hours. Level 8 was indefinite. 

The lawyers for E.J. also represented Quinterrius, in what became a second class action. That federal 

lawsuit ended with Rutherford County being permanently banned from punishing kids with solitary. A 

federal judge called the practice inhumane. The county, in settling, did not admit any wrongdoing. 

Quinterrius recounted his time in solitary in a court document. He wrote that with nothing to do and 

no bedsheets until nighttime, “I just do push up endtile I can’t anymore than sleep with my arm’s in my 

sleeves untile I can’t sleep anymore.” Although it was forbidden, he sometimes talked through vents or 

cracks to whoever was jailed above or beside him. The hardest part, he wrote, was when jailers would 

cover his cell’s window with a board. Then he couldn’t even see another kid’s face. 

We interviewed Quinterrius this summer, with his mother. He’s 20 now, and is fine with us using his 

name. He told us that in solitary, he felt like an animal: “They open the flap, feed me and close it.” In 

his cell, he began talking to himself. And now, five years later, “I still talk to myself a little bit just 

because that’s what I did for so long.” When we talked with him, he tapped on his phone and pulled on 

his hair. His mother, Sharieka Frazier, said since his time in solitary, her son seems to need constant 

stimulation, from music, his phone, the television. “He’s probably struggling now,” she told us during 

the interview. 

“Are you struggling?” she asked her son. “Are you OK?” 

“OK, I’m just, I’m OK, mama,” he told her, dropping his head into his palm. 

 

Left: Quinterrius Frazier’s bedroom. Right: His mother, Sharieka Frazier. Credit:Stacy Kranitz, 

special to ProPublica 
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Chapter 6: “There Were No Concerns” 

In the immediate aftermath of the arrests at Hobgood Elementary, the Murfreesboro police chief 

promised an internal investigation. By year’s end, the department had finished its report. 

The officer who bailed before the arrests got a one-day suspension. So did the sergeant in charge of 

school resource officers. Three other supervisors also were disciplined: the sergeant, lieutenant and 

major who had not stepped in, even as Officer Williams called them from the assistant principal’s 

office, raising the alert. Each received a reprimand. 

As for Templeton, who had initiated the arrests, the department made one finding: Her work had been 

“unsatisfactory.” She received a three-day suspension — her 10th suspension in 15 years — then kept 

working. 

She retired in 2019 and, according to her LinkedIn profile, is now a life coach and member of Mary 

Kay, a multilevel marketing company that sells cosmetics. 

Nashville police also participated in this investigation, to produce an external report with 

recommendations. Together, the two police departments delved into one of the case’s biggest missteps: 

the use of a charge that doesn’t exist. 

The district attorney for Rutherford County confirmed to the police investigators that there’s no such 

crime as “criminal responsibility.” “You should never, ever see a charge that says defendant so-and-so 

is charged with criminal responsibility for the act of another. Period,” he said. 

The investigators interviewed 13 police officers, four school officials, two prosecutors and a pastor. But 

two people refused to be interviewed: Amy Anderson and Sherry Hamlett, the two judicial 

commissioners. 

They “failed to cooperate,” a Nashville sergeant wrote. “This is unfortunate. ... Important information 

could have been obtained.” In his recommendations, the sergeant wrote that it’s “worth considering” 

whether police should give more weight to advice from prosecutors than judicial commissioners. 

Hamlett was reappointed as a judicial commissioner in 2017, Anderson in 2019. 

Their personnel files include no mention of this case. 

 

All 11 children arrested over the fight captured on video sued in federal court. Defendants included the 

city of Murfreesboro, Rutherford County and various police officers. 

At least six of the 11 children had been handcuffed. The four who were locked up spent twice as many 

days in jail, collectively, as Templeton did on suspension. 
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Starting in 2017, all 11 children received settlements, for a combined $397,500. For at least five 

children, some money was earmarked for counseling. 

Rutherford County also faced the class action accusing it of illegally arresting and jailing children. 

In January 2017, Davenport arrived at a law firm to be questioned by the lawyers for E.J. and so many 

other children. 

Kyle Mothershead, a specialist in civil rights cases, deposed her. He knew about Davenport’s strict 

dress code — and he made sure to flout it. He wore blue jeans and a white button-down shirt, 

untucked. He later told us he was thinking, “I am going to fucking spit in her eye and come in all casual 

and take her off her little throne.” 

Mothershead asked Davenport if she ever kept tabs on the number of kids detained. 

“That’s not my job is to know statistics,” Davenport said. 

Mothershead asked if she’d ever consulted with Duke about the filter system. 

Not that she could recall, Davenport said, adding, “I don’t micromanage her.” 

Mothershead asked about Davenport’s orders to law enforcement to take children to the detention 

center upon arrest. 

“Because that’s our process,” Davenport said. 

“OK. But I just want to make sure that we’re clear,” Mothershead said. “So — so that — that’s your 

process because you personally have ordered that process into existence?” 

“From the orders, apparently so. Yes.” 

In May 2017, a federal judge ordered the county to stop using its filter system, saying it “departs 

drastically” from ordinary standards. By being subjected to “illegal detention,” he wrote, “children in 

Rutherford County are suffering irreparable harm every day.” 

This year, in June, Rutherford County settled the class action, agreeing to pay up to $11 million. 

Individual payouts figure to be around $1,000 for each claim of wrongful arrest and about $5,000 for 

each claim of unlawful detention. The county, as part of the settlement, “denies any wrongdoing in any 

of the lawsuits filed against it.” 

With the end of the filter system, Rutherford County now jails fewer of its kids than before. 
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But that doesn’t mean its jail is ramping down. Quite the opposite. The jail keeps adding staff. Mark 

Downton, one of E.J.’s attorneys, says the county has “shifted gears.” Forced to stop jailing so many of 

its own children, Rutherford County ramped up its pitch to other places, to jail theirs. 

The county has created a marketing video titled “What Can the Rutherford County Juvenile Detention 

Center Do For You?” Over saxophone music and b-roll of children in black-and-white striped 

uniforms, Davenport narrates. She touts the center’s size (43,094 square feet), employees (“great”), 

access to interstates (I-24, I-65, I-40) and number of cells, which she refers to as “single occupancy 

rooms.” “Let us be your partner for the safe custody and well-being of the detained youth of your 

community,” Davenport says. 

Thirty-nine counties now contract with Rutherford, according to a report published this year. So does 

the U.S. Marshals Service. 

 

How did Rutherford County get away with illegally jailing kids for so long? 

The Tennessee Department of Children’s Services licenses juvenile detention centers. But its inspectors 

didn’t flag Rutherford County’s illegal filter system, which was right there, in black and white. We 

collected nine inspection reports from when Duke put the system in until a federal judge ordered it out. 

Not once did an inspector mention the jail’s process for deciding which kids to hold. “There was very 

little graffiti,” an inspector wrote in 2010. “Neat and clean,” the same inspector wrote in 2011, 2013 and 

2014. Two inspection reports in 2016 said, “There were no concerns regarding the program or staff at 

the detention center.” 

We requested an interview with the department’s longtime director of licensing, to ask how inspectors 

could miss this. The department refused to make him available. 

The state’s failures don’t end there. 

Tennessee’s Administrative Office of the Courts collects crucial data statewide. In 2004, the consultant 

hired by Rutherford County used that data to sound an alarm: Rutherford County was locking up kids 

at more than three times the state average. 

But then, Rutherford County stopped reporting this data. From 2005 to 2009, the county had 11,797 

cases of children being referred to juvenile court. How many were locked up? The county claimed to 

have no idea. “Unknown,” it reported, for 90% of the cases. The county’s data, now meaningless, 

couldn’t be used against it. 

Later, when the county resumed reporting how many kids it detained, lawyers representing children 

sounded a second alarm. By 2014, the county was locking up children at nearly 10 times the state 

average. But then the state stopped publishing its annual statistical report, which had provided the 

statewide comparison points that allowed troubling outliers to be spotted. 

https://youtu.be/igoy0sq4noQ
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In 2017, a state task force on juvenile justice concluded that Tennessee’s “data collection and 

information sharing is insufficient and inconsistent across the state.” This “impedes accountability,” it 

reported. The following year, a state review team reported that without good data, “the state cannot 

identify trends.” The team recommended creating a statewide case management system with real-time, 

comprehensive data. But that hasn’t happened. 

We sent written questions to Tennessee’s Administrative Office of the Courts, asking why it stopped 

publishing the annual statistical report and about the data gaps. The office’s spokesperson didn’t 

answer. 

While Rutherford County’s filter system was ultimately flagged (by lawyers, not through oversight), it 

is only one illegal system under one juvenile court judge. With Tennessee’s inadequate inspections and 

data, there could be trouble in any of the state’s other 97 juvenile courts, without any alarms being 

sounded. 

 

In Rutherford County, Davenport still runs juvenile court, making $176,000 a year. (She’s up for 

reelection next year, and has previously said she’d like to run for another eight-year term.) Duke still 

runs the juvenile detention center, earning $98,000. And the system as a whole continues to grow. 

In 2005, the budget for juvenile services, including court and detention center staff, was $962,444. By 

2020 it had jumped to $3.69 million. 

Earlier this year, Davenport went before the county commission’s public safety committee. “I come to 

you this year with a huge need,” she said. By now she had two full-time magistrates and another who 

worked part time. Davenport said she wanted an additional full-time magistrate. And another 

secretary. She wanted to increase her budget by 23%. 

She also wanted to expand the system’s physical footprint. A small school in the same building was 

closing, so Davenport proposed converting classrooms into an intake room and a courtroom. 

The commissioners gave Davenport’s budget request a favorable recommendation. Their vote was 

unanimous. 

During the meeting, one commissioner, Michael Wrather, took a moment to express his admiration for 

the judge. 

 

 

https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tccy/documents/jj/JJ-BlueRibbon-Report-2018.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tccy/documents/jj/JJ-BlueRibbon-Report-2018.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Eo05vyDyz-eG9BuxPpIzlMxJW5NhCstG/view
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

107 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                   No. 474  diciembre  2021 

 

Few Masks. Sick Kids. Packed ERs. How One District’s First Four Weeks of School Went Bad. 

 

“I have said this for years and years,” Wrather told Davenport. “If we have a judge that has a box in 

the courtroom with belts in it, that requires young people to put a belt on and hold their pants up in a 

courtroom, I’m all for it.” 

“Thank you, sir,” Davenport said. 

“Good job.” 

How We Reported This Story 

When the four girls were arrested at Hobgood Elementary School in 2016, media covered the 

community’s reaction and the immediate fallout. But left unknown was all that led up to the arrests; 

what the children, police and school officials, experienced, in their voices; and what the case revealed 

about the county’s failed juvenile justice system as a whole. 

To reconstruct the Hobgood Elementary case, we obtained through public records requests 38 hours of 

audiotaped interviews conducted by Murfreesboro police as part of their investigation. That 

investigation included interviews with the school’s principal, Tammy Garrett, and 13 police officers, 

including Chrystal Templeton (who was interviewed twice for a total of seven hours), Chris Williams, 

Albert Miles III, Jeff Carroll and five higher-ups. Other materials we drew upon included videotape of 

the kids’ scuffle; the final report of the Murfreesboro Police Department’s internal review; the Metro 

Nashville Police Department’s external review; juvenile petitions; settlement agreements; and an email 

that Miles wrote to an investigator describing his conversation with a parent. 

For this story we interviewed dozens of people, including children arrested in the April 2016 case and 

their parents. We interviewed, for the first time, the kids (now adults) whose cases launched class-

action lawsuits against the county over its illegal detention practices and use of solitary confinement. 

We obtained thousands of pages of documents through 56 records requests to city, county and state 

agencies. We obtained more than a dozen personnel files and reviewed court records in seven federal 

lawsuits. 

Donna Scott Davenport declined to be interviewed. But we listened to or transcribed more than 60 

hours of her on the radio. We obtained her deposition and hearing testimony from a class-action 

lawsuit. Other records we relied on included disciplinary records from the Tennessee Board of Judicial 

Conduct; two personnel files; memos and emails; videotaped appearances before the Rutherford 

County Commission and a canvass of appellate opinions in cases she had handled in juvenile court. We 

also listened to the oral arguments from some appellate cases. 

Lynn Duke declined to be interviewed. But she often appears before the county’s Public Safety 

Committee, and we watched and reviewed 137 of those meetings spanning 2009 to 2021. We obtained 

https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
https://www.propublica.org/article/few-masks-sick-kids-packed-ers-how-one-districts-first-four-weeks-of-school-went-bad
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three depositions in which she was questioned. We reviewed her personnel file and drew upon her court 

testimony, memos and emails, as well as the detention center’s written operating procedures. 

We reached out to each of the police officers named in our story. They each declined to be interviewed 

or didn’t respond. The sergeant who supervised Templeton also declined to be interviewed. 

Michael Wrather, a Rutherford County commissioner, declined to be interviewed other than to say he 

stands behind his public comments praising Davenport. 

We relied on reports and sometimes data from the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services, the 

Tennessee Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and the Tennessee Comptroller of the 

Treasury. We used Prison Rape Elimination Act audits and the 2004 consultant’s report from 

Pulitzer/Bogard & Associates. We also drew upon reporting from fellow news organizations, including 

Murfreesboro’s Daily News Journal, The Tennessean, the Murfreesboro Post and the Tennessee 

Lookout. 

We’re planning to continue reporting on the juvenile justice system in Rutherford County and elsewhere in 

Tennessee. If you have any stories that you’d like to share, please get in touch. Meribah Knight’s email 

address is mknight@wpln.org, and Ken Armstrong’s is ken.armstrong@propublica.org. 

Alex Mierjeski contributed reporting. 

 

https://www.propublica.org/article/black-children-were-jailed-for-a-crime-that-doesnt-exist 
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