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Life Without Parole Is Replacing the Death Penalty — But the Legal Defense System Hasn’t Kept Up 

Just ask a Dallas woman who spent a year in jail without talking to a lawyer. 

 

JUAN BERNABEU FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

By CARY ASPINWALL 

DALLAS — Shuranda Williams spent more than a year in the county jail here, waiting to talk to someone 

about fighting the murder charge she faces. The police have said she was involved in the 2019 killing of a 

suspected drug dealer; she insists she wasn’t. 

This investigation was published in partnership with The Dallas Morning News, NBC News and NBC 5 

If she’s convicted of capital murder, Williams, 44, faces a minimum sentence of life in prison without parole. 

She wanted a lawyer to help her make her case and to argue for her release from jail, but she couldn’t afford 

to hire one. 

http://www.themarshallproject.org/staff/cary-aspinwall
https://www.dallasnews.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/
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If convicted, Shuranda Williams faces a sentence of life in prison without parole. 

 COURTESY OF SHURANDA WILLIAMS 

If prosecutors had announced they were seeking the death penalty, Williams would have been guaranteed a 

pair of lawyers whose expertise in capital cases has been vetted by a court-appointed screening committee. 

The government would have paid for an investigator and a mental health expert to examine her case. 
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And under national legal guidelines, her lawyers would have had a special obligation to aggressively assert 

every possible argument to defend her. 

But because Williams could face life without parole — a sentence that also means she would die behind bars 

— she didn’t get any of that. 

The lawyer a judge appointed to defend her, George Ashford III, is not on the approved list for death penalty 

cases. He has not hired an investigator or mental health expert for her. He visited Williams once, wrote her 

one letter, and has not responded to her phone calls, she told judges. When she wrote to them for help, they 

didn’t respond — or sent her back to Ashford. 

“I explained to him what happened that night, and I haven't talked to him since,” Williams said in a phone call 

from jail. She was frustrated that Ashford hadn’t pursued a motion to reduce her $525,000 bond. “At least if I 

got out, I could work and pay for a decent lawyer,” she said. 

Ashford said there was little he could do given the pandemic and the circumstances of the crime. After 35 

years as a criminal defense lawyer handling many felonies, Ashford said, “Realistically I can pretty much 

read a police report and determine what the likely or average outcome for that case is going to be.” 

 

George Ashford at the Henry Wade Juvenile Justice Center in Dallas, on March 16, 2015.  

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_representation/2003guidelines.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744983/5-28-2020_-shuranda-letter-to-kemp.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744984/6-16-2020_-_coa-response-to-shuranda.pdf
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ROSE BACA/THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS 

Life-without-parole sentences are steadily replacing the death penalty across the United States. Almost 56,000 

people nationwide are now serving sentences that will keep them locked up until they die, an increase of 66% 

since 2003, according to The Sentencing Project, a nonprofit that advocates for shorter prison terms. 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JUAN BERNABEU FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/no-end-in-sight-americas-enduring-reliance-on-life-imprisonment/
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By comparison, only 2,500 people nationally are on death row according to the Death Penalty Information 

Center; the number of new death sentences dwindled to 18 last year, as prosecutors increasingly seek life 

instead. Executions are less popular with Americans than they used to be, according to Gallup, and are 

astronomically expensive to taxpayers. In Dallas, the district attorney’s office says it asks for capital 

punishment only for egregious crimes where defendants present a continuing threat to society. 

But as life without parole displaces capital punishment, the country’s patchwork system of public defense 

hasn’t kept up. Only 11 states report having minimum qualifications for lawyers who represent impoverished 

people facing a lifetime behind bars, according to the nonprofit Sixth Amendment Center. In Texas, there’s a 

continuing dispute over whether the standards for death penalty defense apply if prosecutors seek life without 

parole instead. 

Most states have no rules, The Marshall Project and The Dallas Morning News found. Someone just out of 

law school could handle a life-without-parole case in Illinois or Nebraska. In California, where a third of the 

prison population is serving some form of life sentence, minimum qualifications apply only in death penalty 

cases; the state hasn’t executed anyone since 2006. 

Other states have minimal standards. South Carolina requires just three years of experience in criminal law; 

Arkansas specifies that lawyers should have handled at least one homicide trial. 

When it comes to life without parole, “the idea that you would treat these cases like you would treat other 

felonies is somewhat incomprehensible to me,” said Pamela Metzger, the director of the Deason Criminal 

Justice Reform Center at Southern Methodist University in Dallas. “The sentencing stakes are so high and 

often irreversible.” People facing life have far fewer chances to appeal than those facing capital punishment, 

and their cases draw far less scrutiny, she said. 

In Michigan, where 4,000 people are serving life without parole, the indigent defense commission adopted 

new standards that would require lawyers who handle such cases to have at least five years of significant 

experience, including at least seven felony jury trials. But the standards have yet to be approved by other state 

regulators. 

Many legal experts say that people facing life without parole should receive the same level of representation 

as those facing the death penalty. 

“Life without parole is just another form of the death penalty, just a slower version of it,” said Lawrence 

Meyers, a judge who served on the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals for more than 20 years. 

Sign up for the latest news. 

Daily news and opinion about criminal justice 

  

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/death-row/overview
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/death-row/overview
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/courts/2017/06/02/is-the-death-penalty-dying-in-dallas-county/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/325568/support-death-penalty-holds-above-majority-level.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/325568/support-death-penalty-holds-above-majority-level.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/325568/support-death-penalty-holds-above-majority-level.aspx
https://sixthamendment.org/
https://michiganidc.gov/standards/#tab-id-7
https://michiganidc.gov/standards/#tab-id-7
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Weekly roundup of top stories from the web 

  

A guided tour of the criminal justice system 

  

Essays from people involved in the system 

SUBSCRIBE 

Email list managed by Mailchimp 

A MESSY PATCHWORK 

Though thousands are serving life without parole for violent crimes such as homicide, courts in almost a 

dozen states have given hundreds of people that penalty for drug crimes. 

Prosecutors have found that jurors are less squeamish about locking people up for the rest of their lives than 

about executing them. And life-without-parole trials cost thousands of dollars less than death penalty cases. 

They are shorter, involve fewer lawyers, allow limited appeals and often end in plea deals before trial. 

Life without parole is an important option for prosecutors, said Joe Gonzales, the district attorney in San 

Antonio. While many families of victims expect the death penalty, for others “dealing with the tragedy of 

losing someone they love, knowing that the person who killed them is going to be in prison forever is 

enough.” 

Half the people serving life without parole are locked up in just five states: California, Florida, Louisiana, 

Michigan and Pennsylvania. Only Alaska doesn’t permit this punishment. 

“Prosecutors have gone wild with life-without-parole sentences – but in particular counties and for particular 

marginalized people,” said Brandon Garrett, a Duke University law professor who wrote a book on the 

decline of capital punishment. His study of North Carolina found that more than 60% of the prison population 

serving life without parole was Black. Only 30% was White. 

The Texas Legislature authorized the use of life-without-parole sentences in 2005 as an alternative to the 

death penalty in murder cases. It is also used for some sexually violent offenses. The state has sentenced more 

than 1,200 people to die in prison; many convictions resulted from plea deals, so the defendants waived their 

right to appeal. 

 

 

https://mailchimp.com/legal/privacy/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2017/07/why-jurors-are-rejecting-the-death-penalty.html
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/capital-jurors-in-an-era-of-death-penalty-decline
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/capital-jurors-in-an-era-of-death-penalty-decline
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/cj/IN_SB0146_2017_33956.pdf
http://www.brandonlgarrett.com/end-of-its-rope
http://www.brandonlgarrett.com/end-of-its-rope
https://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=170124119105002030100117126006079077122024024079020086078022115005120113108107117081017021040022038009060126030103087112001029055090056092048091123101004098031118067066009020082101022077096085093121031099000080020112109006098067112000105121124065123006&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Nearly-400-capital-murder-convicts-get-life-2299362.php
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A BIRTHDAY GONE WRONG 

Shuranda Williams said she was raised by her grandmother in a south Dallas neighborhood where gunshots 

used to wake her up at night. Williams, whose family calls her Pinkie, worked at Subway and KFC while 

taking care of her four children, who are now adults. 

She had a couple of minor run-ins with the criminal justice system. In 1995, when she was 18, she was caught 

with underwear a friend bought with a stolen credit card; she spent several months behind bars, according to 

court records. She stayed out of trouble until 2010, when she tried unsuccessfully to cash someone else’s 

unemployment check in Georgia. She received probation. 

“I’ve had my ups and downs in life,” Williams said. The downs sometimes included drugs and alcohol, she 

said, especially when she was in abusive romantic relationships. 

By 2019, she had found work loading medical supplies onto delivery trucks in Dallas. 

Williams said her memory is foggy about what happened on Dec. 10, 2019, the eve of her 43rd birthday, but 

she knows she wasn’t involved in a murder. She remembers driving with her brother and another man to a 

Super 7 Inn. She bought drugs there from a man she knew named Anthony Burks, she said, and then left to go 

party. 

In court records, police say video surveillance captured Williams knocking on Burks’ door, talking to him, 

then gesturing to her brother and the other man. They say she conferred with the men in her car before 

leaving. Within half an hour, law enforcement says, the men knocked on the door and shot Burks, 46, killing 

him in the course of a robbery. 

Detectives said two men were spotted running from the motel; police offered a $5,000 reward for information. 

Williams said she didn’t know about any plans for a robbery or shooting. 

Eight days after Burks’ death, Williams and her brother were arrested outside a Popeyes restaurant in east 

Dallas. Police said they found a trace amount of cocaine in a plastic baggie in Williams’ pocket; she was 

charged with drug possession in addition to capital murder. 

Her brother, Donald Williams Jr., was also arrested on capital murder charges and remains in the Dallas 

County jail, held without bond because of a criminal case in another state. His lawyer, Paul Johnson, who is 

on the approved list for death penalty defense, did not comment on behalf of his client. 

The unnamed man police said was involved in killing Burks? He’s never been identified or charged. 

A LEGAL QUAGMIRE? 

https://dpdbeat.com/2019/12/11/homicide-on-independence-drive/
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In 1984, the Supreme Court decided that lawyers defending people accused of crimes must be proficient. But 

it didn’t set standards, just allowed people to challenge their convictions by showing that their lawyers didn’t 

demonstrate basic competence — and that this poor performance affected the outcome. It is a high bar. 

Defense lawyers began trying to develop minimum standards. In 2003, the American Bar Association updated 

its guidelines for what lawyers should do for clients who face death sentences. Among other things, the 

guidelines say these lawyers should have extensive criminal trial experience and knowledge of death penalty 

case law and should hire investigators and mental health experts. 

Some state legislatures and courts have adopted these standards, including Texas. But experts say 

enforcement is a problem. And in almost every state, the standards don’t apply to life-without-parole cases. 

The issue is further complicated by the quagmire of indigent defense. In 1963, the Supreme Court ruled that 

the Constitution guarantees people accused of serious crimes the right to a lawyer — but didn’t specify how 

that would work. States have struggled with how to find, pay and evaluate lawyers for the poor. Sometimes 

they hire public defenders, who are employed by local governments. Sometimes they let judges assign private 

lawyers, who are paid with taxpayer funds. Many counties use a combination of systems. 

Across the country, the result has been some lawyers who are overburdened, underpaid and occasionally 

incompetent. Some of these lawyers handle more than 1,000 felony cases a year, missing crucial filing 

deadlines or letting clients with mental illness languish in jail. It’s rare for an appeal of a life sentence to get a 

thorough reassessment: It took more than 43 years for courts to review the case of a Kansas City man 

sentenced to die in prison for a capital murder that prosecutors now say he did not commit. 

In Texas, the state commission that oversees public defense says all people charged with capital murder — as 

Williams was — should get lawyers approved to handle capital punishment cases, in part because prosecutors 

don’t always announce right away if they will seek the death penalty. The American Bar Association and 

State Bar of Texas guidelines say the same. 

The commission also says that under a law passed in 2019, defendants in Dallas and other places where public 

defenders are available should receive them, not private lawyers, in capital murder cases. But while the 

commission can threaten to withhold funding from courts, it doesn’t have the authority to control the behavior 

of individual judges. 

Since 2014, courts in Dallas have appointed private lawyers not on the death-penalty approved list to capital 

murder cases at least 72 times, or roughly 20 percent of the time, The Marshall Project and The Dallas 

Morning News found. The judges we contacted did not answer questions about this practice. But in court 

filings, Dallas officials have argued that under state criminal law they don’t have to appoint lawyers from the 

approved list for capital murder cases — unless prosecutors say they are seeking the death penalty. 

Some Dallas judges had been using a checklist form that stated that they had “good cause” to appoint 

preferred lawyers. Earlier this year, the Indigent Defense Commission said this system was “inadequate, 

misleading” and did not follow the law. The commission says that in April the county submitted a revised 

plan in which judges agreed to spell out their reasoning. 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1983/82-1554
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_representation/2003guidelines.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_representation/2003guidelines.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/death_penalty_representation/state_standards_memo_aug2018.pdf
https://sixthamendment.org/6AC/6AC_ca_santacruzcountyreport_2020.pdf
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2014/11/15/death-by-deadline-part-one
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2014/11/15/death-by-deadline-part-one
https://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/columnists/josh_brodesky/article/The-life-and-tragic-death-of-Janice-13836758.php
https://www.kansascity.com/news/local/crime/article249595653.html
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB00583I.htm
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20743411-states-response-to-arevolos-appeal-1#document/p50/a2035347
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20743411-states-response-to-arevolos-appeal-1#document/p50/a2035347
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20743645/12-31-2019_-_order_-_appoint_attorney_crim_f1977004_-_-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20743645/12-31-2019_-_order_-_appoint_attorney_crim_f1977004_-_-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20743645/12-31-2019_-_order_-_appoint_attorney_crim_f1977004_-_-1.pdf
http://tidc.tamu.edu/IDPlan/ViewPlan.aspx?PlanID=287
http://tidc.tamu.edu/IDPlan/ViewPlan.aspx?PlanID=287
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DEFENDING A RECORD 

Judge Tracy Holmes used the checklist in December 2019 to appoint Ashford to represent Shuranda 

Williams. She marked that “the lawyer has the required experience,” “the Court is familiar with the lawyer’s 

work ethic and the facts of the case,” and that he would support the “special needs of the defendant.” He did 

not meet the fourth item on the list: being on the approved list for capital murder cases. 

In response to an email describing Williams’ case and Dallas courts’ appointment practices, Holmes said: “I 

do not necessarily agree with all the facts and findings you list.” She said she couldn’t comment on cases 

pending in her court. 

Ashford says he has an excellent reputation in all parts of the criminal courthouse and has handled many 

serious felony cases, but doesn’t want to be on the capital murder list. “I choose not to do death penalty cases 

— because they are time-consuming, and kind of eat up your practice,” he said. 

But he said the judges who appoint him to life-without-parole cases are confident in his skills defending 

serious felony charges: “Frankly, I’m pretty damn good.” 

In the 12 months leading up to August 2019, state data shows that Ashford was paid at least $110,930 from 

taxpayers for handling more than 130 cases, mostly felonies. 

In at least two cases since 2014, Ashford’s impoverished clients were convicted of capital murder 

and sentenced to life without parole. One has appealed, alleging he received ineffective assistance and 

Ashford wasn’t qualified to represent him; the appeal is pending. 

Ashford says he has a successful record in these types of cases. 

“Claims of ineffective assistance are par for the course on capital cases because of their very nature,” Ashford 

wrote in a recent email. “In the past, the appellate courts have always decided the issue based on the lawyer’s 

actual performance, not any rule” about qualifications. 

‘SOMEBODY FIGHTING FOR YOU’ 

Williams said she met with Ashford for the only time on Christmas Eve in 2019 in the county jail. He started 

the process of filing a motion to get her released in early 2020, but said he stopped because she didn’t give 

him accurate information. He also said he didn’t hire an investigator to gather additional facts, including 

potentially identifying the unknown man involved in the shooting, because he didn’t believe it would help 

her. 

“My client has to tell me the truth, but she basically told me a very big lie,” he said, declining to provide 

details. (Williams said she doesn’t know what he is talking about.) 

Williams wrote at least a dozen letters to JudgeHolmes from jail, asking why she’d never been able to go to a 

courtroom and asking the judge to reduce her bond; her court date had been postponed 14 times. 

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20743645/12-31-2019_-_order_-_appoint_attorney_crim_f1977004_-_-1.pdf
https://law.justia.com/cases/texas/fifth-court-of-appeals/2019/05-18-00126-cr.html
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744991/3-9-2021_-_defendant_correspondence_-_f1960638-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744991/3-9-2021_-_defendant_correspondence_-_f1960638-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744991/3-9-2021_-_defendant_correspondence_-_f1960638-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744991/3-9-2021_-_defendant_correspondence_-_f1960638-1.pdf
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She said she last heard from Ashford in May 2020, when he mailed her a letter saying he was reviewing 

evidence about the cases he was assigned to but judges weren’t approving all COVID-19 motions to reduce or 

eliminate bond. “Each case is judged on a case by case basis,” Ashford wrote. 

The Dallas County district clerk’s office said records showed at least 19 capital murder defendants were 

released in the first half of 2020 on personal recognizance bonds or electronic monitoring; releases continued 

later in the year. 

Ashford said he stands by his letter. 

The day after The Marshall Project and The Dallas Morning News sent Holmes an email about Williams’ case 

seeking comment, the judge appointed Williams a new lawyer: Phillip Hayes. 

Hayes is on the list of experienced lawyers appointed for death penalty cases. He declined to comment, saying 

he needed more time to review Williams’ case. 

A few days later, the judge held a hearing and asked Williams if she wanted to keep Ashford as her lawyer. 

“I haven’t spoken with him since Dec. 24, 2019,” she told the judge. 

"OK, well, that's not what he represented to me, but I'll take your word for it," Holmes said. Ashford was not 

in the courtroom. 

At the hearing, Hayes asked for additional time to investigate the evidence and speak with Williams’ family 

to advocate for her release at a future bond hearing. In less than two minutes, Williams was headed back to 

jail. 

“Everybody was so excited for me because they said he is a great lawyer,” Williams said of the reaction at the 

jail. “They were saying ‘Now you have somebody fighting for you!’” 

Additional reporting was contributed by Weihua Li, Krista Torralva and Ariana Giorgi. 

Cary Aspinwall   is a Dallas-based staff writer for The Marshall Project. Previously, she was an investigative 

reporter at The Dallas Morning News, where she reported on the impact of pre-trial incarceration and money 

bail on women and children in Texas and deaths in police custody involving excessive force and medical 

negligence. She won the Gerald Loeb Award for reporting on a Texas company's history of deadly natural gas 

explosions and is a past Pulitzer finalist for her work exposing flaws in Oklahoma's execution process. 

 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/22/life-without-parole-is-replacing-the-death-penalty-but-the-

legal-defense-system-hasn-t-kept-up 

  

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/7218162/George-Ashford-letter-to-Shuranda-Williams.pdf
https://www.audacy.com/krld/news/local/report-25-capital-murder-defendants-released-on-bond
https://www.audacy.com/krld/news/local/report-25-capital-murder-defendants-released-on-bond
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/7218162/George-Ashford-letter-to-Shuranda-Williams.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744994/5-11-2021_-_appointment_of_attorney_-_f1977004-1.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20744994/5-11-2021_-_appointment_of_attorney_-_f1977004-1.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1450203/death-penalty-approved-attorneys.pdf
https://www.themarshallproject.org/staff/cary-aspinwall
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/22/life-without-parole-is-replacing-the-death-penalty-but-the-legal-defense-system-hasn-t-kept-up
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/22/life-without-parole-is-replacing-the-death-penalty-but-the-legal-defense-system-hasn-t-kept-up
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On Female Rage 

by Colleen Tighe 

Who is allowed to be angry? Whose anger is believed? 

 

 

https://thenib.com/author/colleen-tighe/
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Parole Is Better Than Prison. But That Doesn’t Mean I’m Free. 

At age 17, I was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. I got out due to Supreme Court decisions, 

but there was one catch: Parole for the rest of my life. 

By ABD’ALLAH LATEEF 

 On the morning of Feb. 11, 2021, while residents of Philadelphia braced themselves for a winter storm, 83-

year-old Joe Ligon prepared to take his first steps into the streets where he was arrested nearly seven decades 

earlier. 

 

 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/tag/life-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/tag/life-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/tag/life-inside
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Life Inside 

 

Perspectives from those who work and live in the criminal justice system. Sign up to receive "Life Inside" 

emailed to you every week. 

After participating in a spree of robberies and assaults that resulted in two deaths, Joe was convicted of 

murder in 1953, at age 15. At 16, he was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. He went on to 

serve 67 years, 11 months, two weeks and five days in a half dozen facilities, including what was once known 

as the Pennsylvania Institution for Defective Delinquents. This made him the longest serving prisoner in the 

country. 

Joe could have been released four years earlier — if he was willing to spend the rest of his life on parole. The 

Supreme Court had struck down automatic life without parole for juveniles in 2012, and the court made it 

retroactive in 2016. Under those decisions, Joe was re-sentenced to 35-years-to-life in 2017. Given that he had 

already served 65 years, he was automatically eligible for a parole hearing. But instead of living under the 

constraints of parole supervision, he chose to stay in prison and pursue legal recourse in hopes that one day he 

could leave truly free. 

Joe’s decision surprised me. As someone who was sentenced to life without parole at age 17, I knew firsthand 

the daily struggle to survive the monotony of prison. (My sentence was the result of my participation in an 

unarmed robbery during which the victim was shoved to the ground and suffered a fractured femur. The man 

died of congestive heart failure 18 days later, after undergoing surgery for the fracture.) 

Before I found out why Joe refused release, I thought of Brooks Hatlen, a character in the movie “The 

Shawshank Redemption” who becomes parole eligible after 50 years of imprisonment. In a dramatic 

scene that plays out days before his release, Brooks holds a knife to a fellow prisoner’s throat in an effort to 

sabotage his own freedom. 

While Joe did nothing as drastic as Brooks, many in the Pennsylvania prison system still assumed that he 

refused parole because he was afraid to leave. After all, when he went inside, Dwight D. Eisenhower was 

president and the Korean War was just ending. By the time Joe was resentenced, he’d become a rather frail 

80-year-old who had been banished from society for more than six decades. 

But then I heard Joe, in rather blunt terms, express his unwillingness to accept any parole supervision. I 

remember him saying, “I already served enough time.” It was clear that Joe was as desperate to be free as any 

of the nearly 3,000 prisoners in the United States who were sentenced to life without parole as children. 

Living the precious remaining years of his life under parole supervision was simply untenable. 

In July 2017, I faced the same choice as Joe. I was resentenced to a term of 30-to-life. Since I had already 

served 31 years, I was immediately eligible for parole. That October, after a successful parole hearing, I 

walked out of the State Correctional Facility at Frackville a nominally free man. 

Sign up to receive essays like this weekly. 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/tag/life-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/tag/life-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/subscribe?newsletters=li
https://youtu.be/fmtBUybnXuo
https://youtu.be/fmtBUybnXuo
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Daily news and opinion about criminal justice 

  

Weekly roundup of top stories from the web 

  

A guided tour of the criminal justice system 

  

Essays from people involved in the system 

SUBSCRIBE 

Email list managed by Mailchimp 

When I left prison uncuffed and unshackled, my eyes were brimming with tears of joy and gratitude. Still, a 

part of me felt a strong sense of indignation that I would have to be on parole for the remainder of my life. For 

a split second, I wondered if I should have stood in solidarity with Joe. But parole or no parole, I couldn’t 

fathom staying in prison a minute longer than I had to. I desperately needed to experience life beyond steel 

bars, electrified fences and 24-hour surveillance. And of course, there were loved ones who had a stake in my 

release. 

Supervision is as intrusive and demeaning as I had heard it was when I worked as a paralegal assisting clients 

who were reimprisoned after their parole was revoked. Parole comes with an endless list of prohibitions 

against the most innocuous human behaviors. There are the frequent, random drug and alcohol tests that I pay 

for out of pocket, although I haven’t used either in over three decades. I have to get permission from my 

parole agent to change my employment. I also need special permission to travel for work or leisure or to move 

into a new apartment or house. Wherever I live, I am subject to random, unwarranted searches of my home. 

And there are restrictions on who I can associate with and the establishments I can patronize. I even have to 

notify my parole agent of any medications I’m taking, including herbal supplements, allergy pills and cold 

medicine. 

Does this sound like freedom to you? To me, it sounds like living life as a permanent ward of the state. And 

this is what Joe Ligon set out to avoid. 

While Joe and I served about 10 years in the same prison, I didn’t know him well; he kept to himself. But 

recently, he shared what was on his mind when he was released for good. “When I got out, I had a big smile 

on my face; free at last!” he said. “I saw others going back because of parole violations, but I was never going 

back!” 

https://mailchimp.com/legal/privacy/
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While I didn’t make the same choice as Joe, I understand it. Rather than dismissing his decision as the 

stubborn antics of a feeble-minded old man, I see his unwillingness to subjugate himself to the indignities of 

parole as the courageous sacrifice of an elder. I see it as an indictment against a system of which these 

questions are rarely asked: Who gets placed on parole? For how long? To what end? 

After nearly 68 years in prison, Joe knows that to live truly free is to live with dignity. And I am extremely 

happy that he will spend his final years in the most dignified manner possible. I believe every person who was 

sentenced to life as a child and is now serving lifetime parole due to an arbitrary policy choice should have 

the same opportunity to experience this dignity. 

Abd’Allah W. Lateef serves as senior strategist and racial equity specialist at the Campaign for the Fair 

Sentencing of Youth. 

 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/13/parole-is-better-than-prison-but-that-doesn-t-mean-i-m-free 

  

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/13/parole-is-better-than-prison-but-that-doesn-t-mean-i-m-free
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Lawyers were stopped while crossing the U.S.-Mexico border and questioned by counterterrorism 

agents. Credit:Mario Tama/Getty Images 

Documents Show Trump Officials Used Secret Terrorism Unit to Question Lawyers at the Border 

In newly disclosed records, Trump officials cited conspiracies about Antifa to justify interrogating 

immigration lawyers with a special terrorism unit. The documents also show that more lawyers were 

targeted than previously known. 

by Dara LindMay 14, 12:50 p.m. EDT 

REPUBLISH 

ProPublica is a nonprofit newsroom that investigates abuses of power. Sign up to receive our biggest 

stories as soon as they’re published. 

Taylor Levy couldn’t understand why she’d been held for hours by Customs and Border Protection officials 

when crossing back into El Paso, Texas, after getting dinner with friends in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, in 

January 2019. And she didn’t know why she was being questioned by an agent who’d introduced himself as a 

counterterrorism specialist. 

https://www.propublica.org/people/dara-lind
https://www.propublica.org/article/documents-show-trump-officials-used-secret-terrorism-unit-to-question-lawyers-at-the-border
https://www.propublica.org/newsletters/the-big-story?source=www.propublica.org&placement=top-note&region=national
https://www.propublica.org/newsletters/the-big-story?source=www.propublica.org&placement=top-note&region=national
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Levy was part of the legal team representing the father of a girl who’d died the previous month in the custody 

of the Border Patrol, which is part of CBP. “There was so much hate for immigration lawyers at that time,” 

she recalled. “I thought that somebody had put in an anonymous tip that I was a terrorist.” 

Get Our Top Investigations 

Subscribe to the Big Story newsletter. 

Email address: 

Sign Up
 

The truth was more troubling. Newly released records show that Levy was swept up as part of a broader than 

previously known push by the administration of President Donald Trump to use the federal government’s 

expansive powers at the border to stop and question journalists, lawyers and activists. 

An email shows agents being instructed to flag lawyers Taylor Levy and Héctor Ruiz coming through U.S. 

ports of entry, noting “subjects are suspected of providing assistance” to the caravan. Credit:Obtained by 

ProPublica via Santa Fe Dreamers Project 

The records reveal that Levy and attorney Héctor Ruiz were interrogated by members of CBP’s secretive 

Tactical Terrorism Response Team. The lawyers were suspected of “providing assistance” to the migrant 

caravan that was then the focus of significant attention by the administration and right-wing media. Officials 

speculated in later reports that immigration lawyers were seeking to profit by moving migrants through 

Mexico, and that “Antifa” may have been involved. 

The records were provided to ProPublica by the Santa Fe Dreamers Project, a public interest law firm and 

advocacy group that received them after filing a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit about the stops of Levy 

and Ruiz at the border in El Paso. 

Following revelations two years ago by NBC 7 San Diego that some journalists and others were targeted for 

questioning when crossing from Tijuana, Mexico, the Trump administration maintained that the incidents 

were limited to San Diego and a handful of U.S. citizens. But the new documents prove the operation went 

further — and raise questions about how many others were targeted. 

While the records are heavily redacted, they provide a window into exactly how the targeting worked. They 

also show that the push was based in part on claims that were simply wrong — for example, that Levy met 

with members of the caravan in Mexico while they were traveling towards the border. 

“This whole thing is COINTELPRO for dummies,” said Mohammad Tajsar, an attorney at the American Civil 

Liberties Union, referring to a notorious domestic spying program from decades ago. Tajsar is representing 

some of the San Diego activists who were stopped. An “intel-gathering apparatus was shared and deployed 

through a number of different agencies and resulted in a dragnet that ensnared a whole bunch of people.” 

https://www.documentcloud.org/projects/documents-on-cbp-interrogations-of-lawyersadvocates-in-el-paso-122018-12019-203235/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708777-email-instructing-tecs-alerts-for-levy-and-ruiz-after-writeup-of-migrant-interview
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-border-patrol-uses-tear-gas-to-disperse-migrant-caravan-1543244902
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/source-leaked-documents-show-the-us-government-tracking-journalists-and-advocates-through-a-secret-database/3438/
https://vault.fbi.gov/cointel-pro
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A page on Levy from a Customs and Border Protection database with a handwritten note made about an 

officer called to her interrogation. Credit:Obtained by ProPublica via Santa Fe Dreamers Project 

Responding to questions from ProPublica, a CBP spokesperson said in a statement: “In response to incidents 

in November 2018 and January 2019, which included assaults against Border Patrol Agents, CBP identified 

individuals who may have information relating to the instigators and/or organizers of these attacks. Efforts to 

gather this type of information are a standard law enforcement practice.” The statement does not address the 

targeting of Levy and Ruiz or what role investigators suspected two lawyers in El Paso of playing in attacks 

on federal agents that were in San Diego. 

The administration of President Joe Biden is continuing to fight several lawsuits filed against the Trump 

administration over the operation. The Department of Homeland Security’s inspector general promised to 

investigate the allegations in 2019, as the CBP spokesperson noted to ProPublica, but it has not published its 

findings. The current head of U.S. Border Patrol is a career agent who was in charge of the San Diego 

sector when agents there were helping lead the surveillance effort. 

Neither Levy nor Ruiz were told why they were being questioned. What they were asked about didn’t give 

them many clues. Both were questioned about their activities in Mexico — specifically, if they had been to 

Tijuana recently. They were questioned about their jobs and educational backgrounds; Ruiz was asked about 

the funding of the Santa Fe Dreamers Project, where they work as an attorney. 

Both lawyers also recall being asked about their beliefs. Levy remembers an agent asking her why she worked 

for a Catholic aid organization if she didn’t believe in God, while Ruiz told ProPublica they were asked about 

their opinions of the Trump administration and the economy. Government notes of their interviews provided 

as part of the suit don’t reference those questions, but they do cite comments from both Levy and Ruiz 

criticizing Trump’s border policies. 

Ruiz ultimately agreed to a phone search, despite their concerns about agents reading privileged attorney-

client communications, which is exactly what the agents did. The records note the use of WhatsApp to 

communicate with people described as “foreign national” — Ruiz’s clients. 

Ruiz didn’t tell anyone about their late-night interrogation for weeks after it happened. When they learned the 

same thing had happened to Levy, and when the NBC 7 story appeared two months later showing that similar 

episodes in San Diego had been part of a deliberate targeting effort, the El Paso lawyers sought to find out if 

they had been on the same watchlist. So Ruiz’s then-colleague Allegra Love filed a Freedom of Information 

Act request followed by a lawsuit. 

This spring, they finally got a complete-enough set of documents to piece the truth together. 

In late November 2018, writing up an interview with a migrant who’d traveled with the “caravan,” San 

Diego-area border agents identified Levy and Ruiz as two of “three attorneys/legal assistants that most likely 

traveled to meet with the caravan.” The redacted notes leave it unclear whether the migrant identified the two 

by name, or whether agents made the connection on their own. Either way, by the time that email was 

forwarded to San Diego’s Border Intelligence Center, the two were identified as “ASSOCIATED TO THE 

MIGRANT CARAVAN DEC 2018.” 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708776-csis-page-for-levy-january-2019
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708751-cbp-statement-and-questionsallegations-sent-to-cbp
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/department-of-homeland-security-launches-investigation-into-secret-database-at-the-border/130313/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/department-of-homeland-security-launches-investigation-into-secret-database-at-the-border/130313/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/border-patrol-head-dismisses-claims-surrounding-surveillance-list/2254496/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/border-patrol-head-dismisses-claims-surrounding-surveillance-list/2254496/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/source-leaked-documents-show-the-us-government-tracking-journalists-and-advocates-through-a-secret-database/3438/
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In fact, Levy had not only never met with people in the caravan, colleagues recall she’d vocally criticized the 

caravan at the time. Ruiz had conducted some legal workshops for caravan migrants weeks before their arrival 

in Tijuana, when they’d been staying in a soccer stadium in Mexico City. Ruiz and Love told ProPublica they 

had encouraged migrants with tenuous asylum claims not to attempt to come to the U.S. and didn’t have any 

further involvement with the group. 

According to emails obtained in the lawsuit, agents were instructed to flag Levy and Ruiz (as well as three 

others whose information is redacted) in the system for screening people coming through U.S. ports of entry. 

When Ruiz came back to El Paso after a night out in Ciudad Juarez in December, and when Levy returned 

from that January dinner, the port officer checking their passports saw an alert that they should be 

interrogated by a member of CBP’s Tactical Terrorism Response Team. 

The team’s stated mission is to stop suspected foreign terrorists from entering the country. But the 

government has expanded powers at the border that allow it to stop and question civilians entering the U.S. 

Records produced in an ongoing ACLU Freedom of Information Act lawsuit about the unit have shown that 

its members frequently question American citizens. (CBP did not respond to questions about the role of the 

terrorism teams.) 

What exactly the interrogations of Levy and Ruiz were trying to uncover still isn’t clear. Levy and Ruiz both 

got the impression that they were being accused of “coaching” asylum-seekers to lie to border agents. The 

newly disclosed records don’t include anything about that, at least not in the unredacted text, but they do say 

that Ruiz “admitted to facilitating the migrant caravan by providing legal guidance free of charge and educate 

the migrant’s with the Asylum process.” 

The accusation that telling asylum-seekers about how U.S. law works is “facilitating” their entry reflected a 

broader suspicion that asylum-seekers were trying to subvert U.S. law rather than accessing a legal right. One 

Border Patrol email from the San Diego side of the targeting operation, obtained in a Freedom of Information 

Act lawsuit by NBC 7 and the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press and shared with ProPublica, 

referred to crossing the border to claim asylum as exploiting “a loophole.” 

A Border Patrol intelligence report from El Paso, written several months after Levy and Ruiz were 

interrogated and included in the newly released documents, cast further aspersions on asylum lawyers. The 

report states, “Mass migration from South America into the United States is said to be coordinated at some 

level by non profit organizations who wish to line their pockets with proceeds deriving from migrants 

transportation fees up to the U.S Mexico border, and ultimately proceeds deriving from the migrants paying 

for their asylum case lawyers once they have arrived to the United States.” It goes on to associate this effort 

with “other groups such as Antifa.” 

 

 

https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708777-email-instructing-tecs-alerts-for-levy-and-ruiz-after-writeup-of-migrant-interview
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/05/03/written-testimony-cbp-ice-plcy-house-committee-homeland-security-task-force-denying
https://www.aclu.org/legal-document/clear-aclu-v-cbp-exhibits-g
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708771-internal-notes-on-interrogation-of-hector-ruiz
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20708775-field-information-report-on-caravan-lawyers-and-antifa
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
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Dubious Arrests, Death Threats and Confederate Loyalists: Welcome to Graham, N.C. 

 

The report also asserts, inaccurately, that Levy and Ruiz were “seen in Tijuana assisting with the migrant 

caravan.” 

Now that the lawyers know more about why they were stopped — and by whom — they are all the more 

concerned it could happen again. Levy has since moved to California but told ProPublica she fears retaliation 

for this article. 

Ruiz still crosses the border multiple times a week for work. “I’m still super fearful,” they told ProPublica. “I 

don’t know if this is the day they’re going to detain me again.” The caravans and Trump are both gone, but 

“I’m still doing this work. And I don’t know what sort of false accusations they can throw going forward.” 

 

Dara Lind 

Dara Lind covers immigration policy for ProPublica in Washington, DC. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/documents-show-trump-officials-used-secret-terrorism-unit-to-question-

lawyers-at-the-border 

  

https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/article/dubious-arrests-death-threats-and-confederate-loyalists-welcome-to-graham-n-c
https://www.propublica.org/people/dara-lind
https://www.propublica.org/article/documents-show-trump-officials-used-secret-terrorism-unit-to-question-lawyers-at-the-border
https://www.propublica.org/article/documents-show-trump-officials-used-secret-terrorism-unit-to-question-lawyers-at-the-border
https://www.propublica.org/people/dara-lind
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The Coal Plant Next Door 

Near America’s largest coal-fired power plant, toxins are showing up in drinking water and people 

have fallen ill. Thousands of pages of internal documents show how one giant energy company plans to 

avoid the cleanup costs. 

by Max Blau for Georgia Health NewsMarch 22, 5 a.m. EDT 

REPUBLISH 

Co-published with Georgia Health News 

 

Series:Sunken Costs 

Coal Ash in Georgia 

 

ProPublica is a nonprofit newsroom that investigates abuses of power. Sign up to receive our biggest 

stories as soon as they’re published. 

https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/
https://www.propublica.org/article/coal-ash-georgia-power
https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/
https://www.propublica.org/series/sunken-costs
https://www.propublica.org/series/sunken-costs
https://www.propublica.org/series/sunken-costs
https://www.propublica.org/series/sunken-costs
https://www.propublica.org/newsletters/the-big-story?source=www.propublica.org&placement=top-note&region=local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/newsletters/the-big-story?source=www.propublica.org&placement=top-note&region=local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/series/sunken-costs
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This article was produced in partnership with Georgia Health News, which is a member of the ProPublica 

Local Reporting Network. 

Mark Berry raised his right hand, pledging to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth. The bespectacled 

mechanical engineer took his seat inside the cherry-wood witness stand. He pulled his microphone close to his 

yellow bow tie and glanced left toward five of Georgia’s most influential elected officials. As one of Georgia 

Power’s top environmental lobbyists, Berry had a clear mission on that rainy day in April 2019: Convince 

those five energy regulators that the company’s customers should foot the bill for one of the most expensive 

toxic waste cleanup efforts in state history. 

When Berry became Georgia Power’s vice president of environmental affairs in 2015, he inherited 

responsibility for a dark corporate legacy dating back to before he was born. For many decades, power 

companies had burnt billions of tons of coal, dumping the leftover ash — loaded with toxic contaminants — 

into human-made “ponds” larger than many lakes. But after a pair of coal-ash pond disasters in Tennessee and 

North Carolina exposed the environmental and health risks of those largely unregulated dumps, the Obama 

administration required power companies to stop using the aging disposal sites. 

Get Our Top Investigations 

Subscribe to the Big Story newsletter. 

Email address: 

Sign Up
 

Berry had spent nearly two decades climbing the ranks of Southern Company, America’s second-largest 

energy provider and the owner of Georgia Power. By the time he was under oath that day, company execs had 

vowed to store newly burnt coal ash in landfills designed for safely disposing of such waste. But an 

unprecedented challenge remained: Figuring out what to do with 90 million tons of coal ash — enough to fill 

more than 50 Major League Baseball stadiums to the brim — that had accumulated over the better part of a 

century in ash ponds that were now leaking. 

Georgia Power would have to shut down roughly 30 ponds from the Appalachian foothills to the wetlands 

near the Georgia coast. After draining all the ponds, the company would have two options for disposing of the 

highly contaminated dry ash left behind: It could either move the ash into a landfill fitted with a protective 

liner, or pack the dry ash into a smaller footprint and place a cover on top — leaving a gaping hole in the 

ground that, in some places, would be larger than Disneyland. The former would cost more but vastly reduce 

the possibility of toxic leakage; the latter lowered expenses but would perpetually risk contaminating drinking 

water in neighboring communities. 

As scientists had grown more aware of the threat posed by coal ash, Southern states like Virginia and North 

Carolina had forced utilities to move ash into lined landfills. But Georgia was something of an outlier. The 

state historically was known as a coal ash capital, a place where lawmakers touted their pro-business bona 

fides by denouncing regulations, and Georgia Power had a track record of delaying or blocking efforts to 

regulate pollution. The company was lobbying hard for the cheaper option. 

https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network/
https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network/
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Of course, the $7.3 billion price tag wasn’t all that cheap. Sitting on the Georgia Public Service Commission’s 

witness stand, Berry and his top deputy spent hours arguing that the whopping costs of cleaning up Georgia 

Power’s coal-ash ponds should be passed along to its customers. If Berry could persuade the regulators that 

the costs were both “reasonable” and “prudent,” the company could tack a monthly fee onto the bills of 2.2 

million residential customers for decades to come, which would work out to each customer footing $3,300 of 

the bill to clean up the company’s mess. If he failed, the commissioners could effectively force Georgia 

Power to eat those costs — a major blow to investors in a publicly traded company that has annual operating 

revenues of over $8 billion. 

During Berry’s testimony, PSC commissioner Tim Echols said he has concerns about putting ratepayers on 

the hook for the costs of cleaning up the ash ponds — and whether Georgia Power is spending more than it 

has to. “This is enormously expensive,” he said. 

Berry didn’t mention that the cleanup costs could increase by billions of dollars if Georgia’s environmental 

officials adopted the safer standards used by neighboring states. Anticipating Echols’ next question, Berry 

said that Georgia Power’s $7.3 billion plan was the “most cost-effective way” to comply with coal-ash 

regulations. 

“If we were to do something less,” Berry added, state environmental officials “would force us to go back and 

redo what we did not do right the first time.” 

Had those five energy regulators swiveling in their chairs asked more pointed questions about Georgia 

Power’s waste-disposal practices, Berry would have been pressured to tell a long-hidden story about ash and 

avarice. In the second half of the 20th century, Georgia Power had saved money by building some of 

America’s largest coal-ash ponds without a protective liner underneath, despite knowing some of the risks of 

contaminating residents’ drinking water. It had also sought to do as little as possible to protect drinking water 

that’s now believed to be tainted by coal-ash toxins. 

Testing Around Plant Scherer Has Detected High Levels of Hexavalent Chromium in Wells 

Starting in 2016, the Altamaha Riverkeeper began testing private wells for contaminants commonly found in 

coal ash, including hexavalent chromium, a trace metal associated with an increased risk of cancer. That same 

year, Georgia Power went on a buying spree, acquiring properties near the plant and sealing those wells. The 

company denies that coal ash has sickened its neighbors, adding that hexavalent chromium is “naturally 

occurring.” 

Note: There is no federal standard for safe levels of hexavalent chromium in drinking water, but two states, 

North Carolina and California, have established thresholds based on public health research. North Carolina’s 

standard of 0.07 parts per billion is used here. Sources: Altamaha Riverkeeper, Google Maps Credit:Andrea 

Suozzo/ProPublica 

A yearlong investigation by Georgia Health News and ProPublica has revealed that Georgia Power and its 

parent company have spent millions of dollars on lobbying tactics to dodge billions in environmental costs. 

Thousands of pages of previously unpublished documents obtained by the news organizations shed new light 

on how Georgia Power leveraged political tensions to reduce a massive financial liability that could decimate 
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its bottom line — and how it pushed disinformation to distance itself from patterns of sickness among people 

who lived near its coal-ash ponds. 

Georgia Power spokesperson John Kraft declined to answer most of the news organizations’ questions and to 

make Berry available for an interview. Kraft said in a statement that Georgia Power has worked to “quickly 

and safely begin closing all of our ash ponds” in a manner that complies with federal and state coal-ash 

regulations. 

But at the hearing in April 2019, none of the energy regulators pressed Berry on the topic of coal-ash 

contamination. Because they didn’t ask, Berry remained mum. His silence would make it easier for the 

regulators to stomach the idea of passing the cost of the cleanup on to customers — and easier for Georgia 

Power to avoid responsibility for the much more expensive fix. And it allowed Georgia Power to continue its 

longstanding efforts to cover up the hazards of coal ash across the state, most notably in a tiny town where the 

company operates the largest coal-fired plant in the Western Hemisphere. 

 

In the spring of 1974, as Atlanta Braves slugger Hank Aaron shattered Babe Ruth’s home run record and 

gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson first forged a friendship with Gov. Jimmy Carter ahead of his 

presidential campaign, a towering attorney named Tommy Malone set his sights on a white two-story house in 

the sleepy central Georgia town of Juliette. 

Malone would, years later, become one of the state’s most successful medical malpractice attorneys. At the 

time, though, he ran a firm that had hit a financial rough patch. To cover payroll, he’d landed a gig 

representing Georgia Power, which sought to buy thousands of acres for a new coal-fired power plant. 

Georgia law allowed the utility to condemn nearly any property it wanted. But the actual use of eminent 

domain spurred negative headlines and local resentment — both of which could undermine Georgia Power’s 

carefully cultivated corporate reputation. So Georgia Power dispatched Malone to convince residents of 

Juliette to sell their land. He’d been scouting properties along Luther Smith Road, a winding two-lane street 

hugged by Georgia pines. The white house belonged to a retired cowboy named Brack Goolsby. Malone 

hoped Goolsby might willingly sell more than 300 acres. 

 

Left/top: Brack Goolsby in the late 1930s. Right/bottom: The Goolsby family’s home on Luther Smith Road 

in the early 1940s. Credit:Courtesy of Andrea Goolsby 

The Goolsby family home had stood long before Brack rode his first horse, before his hometown was 

established in the 1880s, and even before General William Tecumseh Sherman’s troops passed through it on 

the infamous March to the Sea. Brack’s family had such deep roots in Juliette that the road he lived on was 

named for his Uncle Luther. 

When Luther Smith died in the early 1950s, he left the family home to his nephew. Brack and his wife, Betty, 

raised two sons, Mark and Bob, who grew up exploring the family’s untamed forests. Two decades later, 

when Georgia Power announced its plans to build a 12,000-acre plant site abutting Luther Smith Road, some 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

40 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                                No. 462  agosto  2021 

 

neighbors balked. They fought the company’s use of eminent domain. One farmer’s wife mailed a desperate 

letter to Carter, writing that their land, tended by them through good times and bad, is “not for sale at any 

price. … We hold precious its beauty, the quiet and peace." 

A small-town peanut farmer who frequently rafted down Georgia rivers, Carter raised concerns to his aides 

about the plant’s environmental impact. The aides peppered Georgia Power Executive Vice President Harold 

McKenzie with questions about how much energy — and pollution — the plant would generate. When the 

conversation turned to a waste-disposal site nearly the size of Central Park, one Carter aide asked 

McKenzie: What do you do when the ash pond fills up? 

Clean it up, McKenzie promised, according to the Carter administration’s notes from that meeting. 

Carter’s hands were ultimately tied: Georgia lawmakers had previously granted the utility immense power for 

an investor-owned company. (A spokesperson for President Carter did not respond to an interview request.) 

Not only could Georgia Power use eminent domain to condemn property without public hearings, it had the 

authority to build new plants nearly wherever it wanted. Georgia Power quickly acquired the land for its new 

coal-fired plant site. The company would eventually name the plant after McKenzie’s boss, CEO Bob 

Scherer, who guided Georgia Power through a tumultuous period marked by the oil embargo of the 1970s. 

In the midst of Georgia Power’s land-buying spree, Brack Goolsby took Malone's offer and sold 312 acres of 

land for $207,524. Goolsby kept roughly 30 acres and his house, which was on the other side of Luther Smith 

Road from the Plant Scherer site. Goolsby was relieved that the home would remain there for his kids and 

grandkids. For several years, whenever he turned right out of his driveway, Brack watched as the company 

felled trees and dug deep into the red Georgia clay to build a pit for all the ash left over from burning 

mountains of coal. 

 

In late 1976, two years after Georgia Power bought the Goolsbys’ land, Congress passed the Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act, granting the newly formed Environmental Protection Agency the authority 

to regulate the disposal of waste, including everything from household garbage to some radioactive materials. 

The EPA considered whether coal ash should be classified as a hazardous waste. The designation would have 

required electric utilities to install a protective liner under every existing or proposed ash pond to prevent 

contaminants from seeping into underground aquifers. 

Roughly four out of five Americans get their household water from their city or county. That water is 

typically sourced from lakes and rivers, tested for toxins, treated, and piped directly to homes. But 43 million 

people, largely in rural areas, rely on a private drinking well that pumps up groundwater from an underground 

aquifer. 

By the time the act was passed, scientists knew coal ash contained trace metals such as arsenic, chromium, 

lead and other chemicals recognizable from the periodic table, all of which could slowly infiltrate 

groundwater. In 1979, Tennessee ecologist Robert Van Hook wrote in the peer-reviewed journal 

Environmental Health Perspectives that the trace metals in coal ash “may constitute human health problems,” 

including increased risk of cancer. With utilities burning record levels of coal each year, and thus producing 
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more ash, Van Hook called for an evaluation of the “potential for contamination of drinking water supplies by 

trace elements in leachates from settling ponds.” 

Most ash ponds at that time had not been built with protective liners, and America’s power company execs 

feared that retrofitting them would collectively cost more than $20 billion — $72 billion in today’s dollars. 

Coal ash’s designation as “hazardous” would not only impact Georgia Power, but also Alabama Power, Gulf 

Power and other utilities in the Southern Company system. Southern Company soon found an ally in 

Congressman Tom Bevill, then a seven-term Alabama Democrat whose father had mined coal on the 

northwest outskirts of Birmingham, where coal had burned at one of the system’s oldest plants since World 

War I. 

During a speech in 1980, as lawmakers debated a bill to strengthen the EPA’s ability to enforce waste 

regulations, Bevill told his colleagues he knew of no evidence that coal ash “has ever presented a substantial 

hazard to human health or the environment.” He proposed to exempt coal ash from hazardous waste 

regulations until the EPA conducted more studies. His amendment passed with minimal attention. 

The Bevill Amendment ushered in an era during which Georgia Power and other utilities could keep dumping 

coal ash into unlined ponds — despite emerging evidence of contamination. That same year, an EPA study 

described how trace metals in coal-ash ponds could seep deep enough into the ground to come into contact 

with groundwater. Recognizing the threat, some utilities changed their coal-ash practices absent any federal 

mandates, including the Northern Indiana Public Service Company, which installed a $2.3 million liner under 

an ash pond that was leaking wastewater. And while some states like Maryland and Louisiana created tougher 

regulations for coal-ash disposal, other states, such as Georgia and Ohio, did not. 

By the early 1980s, Southern Company execs knew that storing coal ash in ponds without a protective liner 

could contaminate groundwater. Internal corporate filings obtained by Georgia Health News and ProPublica 

from multiple state archives show that an in-house research and development company called Southern 

Company Services Inc. was established to design plant sites for utilities in the Southern Company system. In 

the 1970s, Florida environmental regulators denied an SCSI-designed ash pond proposal for Plant Crist in 

Pensacola, which was owned by Southern Company’s Gulf Power, because the plans lacked a “suitable liner 

... constructed to prevent leaching,” according to the records. In response, from 1977 to 1982, SCSI developed 

a $20 million waste-disposal system to hold dry coal ash with a liner underneath. 

Simultaneously, SCSI designed Plant Scherer in Juliette, where it could have included a liner like it did at 

Plant Crist. However, Georgia Power claimed in filings that a protective liner at Plant Scherer was “not 

economically feasible.” Indeed, the installation of a liner at Plant Scherer’s ash pond could have cost as much 

as $95 million, according to industry estimates from the time. 

A Georgia Power filing from 1978 says that a liner under its coal pond is “not economically 

feasible.” Credit:United States Rural Electrification Administration, highlight added by ProPublica 

When Georgia Power fired up Plant Scherer’s first unit in late 1982, water and ash flowed into a giant hole 

buttressed by an earthen berm that stood 100 feet tall. Engineers had designed the pond to be large enough to 

accept waste into the next century. With each week that passed, tiny contaminants in the ash pond seeped 

through soil under the pond and into an underground aquifer, according to company filings. And as weeks 

turned to years, water in the aquifer slowly carried those contaminants closer to Luther Smith Road. 
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Water is part of Andrea Goolsby’s earliest memories of her grandparents’ home. She watered her father’s 

tomatoes, sipped from her grandfather’s garden hose and ate fresh strawberries washed by her grandmother. 

The idea that Brack and Betty Goolsby’s water might be contaminated by the nearby power plant never 

figured into family conversations back then. It hadn’t crossed the minds of Andrea’s grandparents, parents or 

sisters, nor those of her aunts, uncles or cousins, who also lived near Plant Scherer. 

“I’d see the ash pond,” Andrea later recalled. “It just looked like a big lake.” 

Andrea Goolsby on Luther Smith Road in Juliette, Georgia. Credit:Rita Harper, special to ProPublica 

Bevill had indicated back in 1980 that two years of EPA research would definitively rule out the possibility 

that coal ash could be harmful to human health. But the agency didn’t issue a report for another eight years, 

informing Congress in 1988 that while coal ash had caused some cases of groundwater contamination, the 

agency had insufficient evidence to reclassify coal ash as a hazardous waste. That same year, investigators 

with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division collected groundwater samples from several older 

Georgia Power plant sites that revealed evidence of contamination. Groundwater at Plant McManus in 

Brunswick contained chromium at levels 16 times higher than Georgia deemed safe for drinking. And at Plant 

Mitchell in Albany, groundwater contained levels of lead that exceeded federal drinking water standards. The 

investigators, who estimated that thousands of residents near the plants relied on private wells for drinking 

water, recommended further examination of groundwater contamination. (Current EPD spokesperson Kevin 

Chambers said the division has no records indicating that officials followed up with subsequent 

investigations; Georgia Power declined to elaborate on the findings of the reports.) 

Georgians who lived near coal-ash ponds, including ones at newer plant sites like Scherer, told GHN and 

ProPublica they were never informed by the EPD or Georgia Power that their drinking water might be 

contaminated. As a child, Andrea had played at Plant Scherer cookouts held for hundreds of employees, 

including her father and uncle. As a teenager, she benefited from Georgia Power’s tax dollars that helped fund 

one of the state’s best public school systems. Many of Andrea’s neighbors believed that Georgia Power had 

revived Juliette, a place that, after serving as the backdrop for the 1991 Kathy Bates film “Fried Green 

Tomatoes,” became a quaint symbol of small-town America. 

Juliette’s quiet downtown. Credit:Rita Harper, special to ProPublica 

Andrea loved her small town. Juliette felt safe, a place untouched by tragedy. She had experienced little in the 

way of loss until one windy Thursday in November 2002. Andrea, then a 15-year-old high school student, 

watched her grandfather writhe in pain on the living room couch. Earlier that week, Brack had been diagnosed 

with late-stage cancer in his bile duct, a tube that connects the liver to the small intestine. She hugged him 

tight, worried it might be the last time. Indeed, it was. Brack died the next day. 

Three days later, Andrea stayed home from school to say goodbye to her grandfather, who was buried at the 

Juliette United Methodist Church cemetery, two miles north of Plant Scherer’s front gates. His death would 

be first in a string of nine cancers among her extended family members who lived near the plant. At first, no 

one suspected that the sicknesses that came next — a great aunt diagnosed with breast cancer, two distant 

relatives who died from leukemia — were anything but coincidental. 
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But then Andrea’s family noticed changes around the family’s land: Their plants and animals were dying 

more often than usual. The Goolsby family began to wonder why, after years of good health, a wave of 

sickness and death had descended on Luther Smith Road. 

 

Plant Scherer and the coal-ash pond, as seen from Luther Smith Road. Credit:Rita Harper, special to 

ProPublica 

In December 2008, four months after Andrea’s second relative died of leukemia, more than a billion gallons 

of coal ash slurry broke through a dike at the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Kingston Fossil Plant. A wave of 

dark, gray sludge spread over 300 acres, as deep as 6 feet, downing power lines, pushing a home off its 

foundation and filling a nearby river with toxins. As the hidden dangers of coal ash flooded into plain sight 

and workers began cleaning up the waste, environmentalists swiftly called for stricter regulations, including a 

liner mandate to prevent toxins from seeping out of unlined ash ponds. 

Until the Kingston spill devastated the 6,300-person town of Harriman, located 250 miles north of Juliette, air 

pollution from coal-fired power plants had long overshadowed the peril of groundwater contamination caused 

by coal ash. Around the turn of the millennium, U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno had filed an epic lawsuit 

against Southern Company and other utility giants for allegedly violating the Clean Air Act. Plant Scherer 

was one of more than two dozen coal-fired plants that, according to the EPA, had “illegally released massive 

amounts of air pollutants.” (Southern Company wrote in an annual report that “the action against Georgia 

Power has been administratively closed.”) As Reno’s lawsuit grabbed headlines, Southern Company quietly 

partnered with its allies to quash a stricter coal-ash regulation. 

In the late 1990s, nearly two decades after the Bevill amendment exempted coal ash from being classified as a 

hazardous waste (and after Bevill promised that a definitive analysis of coal ash’s danger would be available 

in two years), the EPA finally wrapped up its coal-ash studies, which determined that coal ash posed 

“significant risks to human health and the environment when not properly managed.” The agency cited 11 

cases where coal ash contaminants were found in ground or surface water at levels that exceeded health 

standards, as well as dozens of other newly reported cases of water contamination. Communities from 

Faulkner, Maryland, to Velva, North Dakota, were grappling with the consequences of coal ash. Regulators 

forced utilities in Wisconsin and Virginia to pay to hook homes up to a public water supply after 

contaminating their private drinking wells. Beyond these cases, the EPA determined that utilities had installed 

well networks to monitor groundwater quality at only 38% of the nation’s ash ponds and installed protective 

liners at just 26% of them. Given those low percentages and the limited oversight by states, EPA officials 

recommended tougher coal ash regulations — ones that stopped short of reclassifying coal ash as a hazardous 

waste. 

Medical experts say that over a dozen trace metals in coal ash can lead to health ailments ranging from mild 

(nausea) to serious (organ damage). The type and extent of health problems can vary greatly depending on the 

amount of contaminants entering the body, the duration of the consumption and even where the coal was 

originally mined. Of those dozen toxins, several — including arsenic and hexavalent chromium — are 

considered to be carcinogenic if consumed even in small amounts over a long period of time. The list of 

cancers linked to coal ash contaminants include ones in the liver and lungs, prostate and bladder, and stomach 

and skin. 
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In 2000, as the EPA proposed tougher coal-ash regulations, Southern Company fought those efforts. Georgia 

Power, Alabama Power and Gulf Power were all dues-paying members of the Utility Solid Waste Activities 

Group, an industry association of over 100 utilities. Led by a lobbyist named Jim Roewer, USWAG had 

previously recruited power company employees to testify against the hazardous waste designation and attack 

environmental studies that were being considered by the EPA. (Roewer did not respond to multiple interview 

requests.) On behalf of Southern Company and other utilities, USWAG lobbyists aggressively pressured the 

Clinton administration to stop the EPA proposal, citing the billions of dollars it would take to clean up toxins 

from the ash ponds. They argued against the regulation in letters and in-person meetings. Ultimately, the 

Clinton administration backed off from the tougher coal ash regulations. 

But the risks the EPA tracked remained hidden from the public. During the George W. Bush administration, 

EPA officials had produced internal reports that showed people who lived close to unlined coal-ash ponds 

were more susceptible to cancer. The EPA report found that nearby residents had as much as a 1 in 50 lifetime 

risk of developing cancer from drinking water with high levels of arsenic, one of the most common coal-ash 

contaminants. That’s 200 times higher than the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health’s 

recommended risk level for limiting worker exposure to any carcinogen. When environmental advocates tried 

to obtain those records, officials delayed their release for years; they were made public by the Obama 

administration only after the Kingston spill. 

Georgians rarely heard about problems with Georgia Power’s ash ponds. In 2002, local journalists covered the 

story of a 4-acre sinkhole at northwest Georgia’s Plant Bowen, which released over 2 million gallons of 

arsenic-laced ash and water into a nearby creek. From 1988 to 2008, GHN and ProPublica found that Georgia 

Power had disclosed to state regulators dozens of other unpermitted discharges at its coal plants. The vast 

majority, which were logged by state environmental officials, were not publicized by those officials or the 

media. 

After chilling images of toxic Tennessee ash circulated in 2008, Obama’s EPA administrator, Lisa Jackson, 

vowed that environmental disasters like the one in Kingston “should never happen anywhere.” When EPA 

officials sought further information from the records of coal-ash pond safety inspections after the Kingston 

spill, Georgia Power initially moved to prevent the release of that information, claiming those records 

contained trade secrets. The EPA rejected that argument. Ultimately, the EPA found that over a quarter of the 

country’s 559 coal-ash ponds were rated “poor” in a safety assessment and required remedial action to correct 

their flaws. (One of Georgia Power’s ash ponds at Plant Hammond was rated poor; most were deemed 

“satisfactory.”) 

During a 2009 meeting with EPA officials, Southern Company CEO David Ratcliffe and other utility execs 

urged then-EPA Administrator Jackson not to impose liner mandates for coal-ash ponds. Jackson told the 

utility execs that she “understands all sides of the argument” regarding coal-ash regulations but did not 

comment specifically on the issue of liners, according to an EPA readout. (Jackson, who is no longer with the 

EPA, did not respond to a request for comment.) Southern Company’s top environmental affairs executive, 

Chris Hobson, followed that 2009 meeting with a letter that claimed its unlined ash ponds were “safe and 

functioning.” 

A letter by Southern Company’s top environmental affairs executive, Chris Hobson, says that coal-ash ponds 

are “safe and functioning.” Credit:Obtained by ProPublica, highlight added by ProPublica 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

45 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                                No. 462  agosto  2021 

 

Five years passed without new regulations. Then, in February 2014, a pipe ruptured at a Duke Energy coal-

fired plant, flooding North Carolina’s Dan River with 39,000 tons of ash. The Dan River spill finally pushed 

the EPA to enact America’s first-ever federal coal-ash regulations in 2015. The rule sought to lower the risk 

of catastrophic failures, protect groundwater and outline best practices for shuttering ash ponds. Under those 

regulations, Georgia Power would be required to publicly disclose the results of groundwater monitoring tests 

near its ash ponds. 

But the industry’s fierce lobbying campaign defanged stronger protections originally proposed by the EPA. 

Once again, utilities escaped the hazardous waste label for coal ash. Georgia Power could still dump the ash 

into unlined ponds so long as the utility proved that large amounts of contaminants were not leaking beyond a 

pond’s edges. Environmentalists criticized the rule for squandering a historic opportunity to pass strict 

regulations, including mandated liners. 

“The coal-ash rule was a compromise,” said Avner Vengosh, professor of earth and ocean sciences at Duke 

University, who is one of the nation’s leading experts on coal ash. “Instead of declaring it as a hazardous 

waste, they were reluctant to do so for political reasons.” 

 

In 2011, nine years after Brack’s death (and three years before the EPA finalized the coal-ash rule), Andrea 

noticed that her grandmother had stopped drinking water from the kitchen tap. She’d started to worry after 

word had spread that something might be wrong with the groundwater that supplied her drinking well. 

Suspicions grew that summer, after Georgia Power purchased the 2-acre lot next to the family’s property for 

$218,750, a stunning price considering the average acre in the area sold for four figures. The property 

belonged to Gloria Dorsett, Andrea’s great-aunt, the one diagnosed with breast cancer. Georgia Power 

required that Dorsett sign a nondisparagement agreement, razed her home and sealed off the drinking well, 

preventing future testing of its groundwater. (State law requires the utility to seal unused wells within three 

years to protect against accidents and illegal dumping.) 

Andrea couldn’t help but think about all those summer days in her childhood, drinking from the garden hose. 

After switching to bottled water herself, she searched for news articles that mentioned groundwater 

contamination near coal plants. She then turned to scientific studies to better understand the effects of coal ash 

on human health. 

Andrea at her grandfather Brack’s grave. He died of cancer, the first in a string of deaths and illnesses she 

believes could be connected to their drinking water. Credit:Rita Harper, special to ProPublica 

From 2014 to 2018, Monroe County had one of Georgia’s highest rates of cancer incidence, at 522 cases per 

100,000 people, which was 12% higher than the statewide average and 17% higher than the national one. 

Juliette, with 3,000 residents, accounted for about a tenth of Monroe County’s population. Andrea wondered 

if Juliette’s cancer rate was even higher than Monroe County’s — it would take just 16 new cancer incidences 

in an average year for Juliette to exceed the county rate. But no formal cancer-cluster study had been 

conducted to determine if coal-ash toxins had contributed to their sicknesses. 

Dr. Alan Lockwood, a neurologist who wrote “The Silent Epidemic: Coal and the Hidden Threat to Health,” 

says that it’s “really difficult” to establish a link between the health outcomes reported by an individual — or 
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even a single family like the Goolsbys, who’ve had numerous cancer incidences — and trace metals found in 

groundwater. To establish that link, epidemiologists must study data collected from private wells in an entire 

community over time and review the medical histories of residents to determine if a place is a cancer hotspot. 

Because of the costs, time and expertise needed, Lockwood said, “the deck is stacked in favor of the company 

because of how difficult it is to show a cause-and-effect relationship.” 

To prove such a thing in court, residents must rely on deep-pocketed lawyers to fund class-action suits. If all 

the stars align, a company will be pressured into a settlement. More often than not, big corporations with 

seemingly endless resources can evade responsibility. Despite the long-shot odds of holding Georgia Power 

accountable, Andrea felt there was no other choice but to seek answers about the water. To her, the pursuit 

was not just a question of sickness or health, contaminated or not: It might reveal a greater, unsettling truth 

about the unintended consequences of a tightknit town placing its faith in the hands of a corporation that 

pledged to do right by its residents. 

In 2013, three of Andrea’s relatives were among more than 100 current and former Monroe County residents 

who sued Georgia Power, claiming the utility had knowingly released toxins contained in coal ash into the air 

and groundwater. The lawsuit contended that contaminants from Plant Scherer caused a “loss of potable water 

supply and increased risk of diseases.” In court filings, Georgia Power denied the claims. But before the case 

proceeded to discovery, one of the law firms representing the plaintiffs abruptly dropped out, prompting the 

suit to be dismissed without prejudice in 2014 — a disposition that allowed for the filing of future claims. In a 

moment of despair, Andrea looked up the email of Erin Brockovich, the environmental activist who had 

uncovered evidence that Pacific Gas and Electric Company had contaminated drinking wells with hexavalent 

chromium in Hinkley, California, a tiny town more than 100 miles northeast of Los Angeles. Hundreds of 

Hinkley residents alleged that tainted drinking water had caused miscarriages, cancers and a scourge of 

chronic illnesses. After a three-year legal battle, PG&E agreed to pay a record-setting $333 million settlement 

in private arbitration. Andrea pasted into the email a news article about Juliette residents’ fears over 

contamination, followed by a brief, urgent message. 

“What can we do about this?” Goolsby wrote. 

Juliette residents’ suspicions grew as Georgia Power bought properties near Plant Scherer, marked them with 

“no trespassing” signs, and sealed off drinking wells. Credit:Rita Harper, special to ProPublica 

Brockovich promised to look into the matter. But when Goolsby didn’t immediately hear back, her family 

looked for help closer to home. (Brockovich did not respond to a request for comment.) In the summer of 

2016, Andrea’s father, Mark — who’d left Georgia Power the mid-’90s to become a funeral home director — 

learned of an environmental nonprofit called the Altamaha Riverkeeper that had called for his former 

employer to safely close its ash ponds. During a conversation with the organization’s executive director, Jen 

Hilburn, Mark Goolsby explained his concerns about potential groundwater contamination along Luther 

Smith Road. In response, Hilburn told a story about nearby Lake Sinclair in Milledgeville. Earlier that year, 

heavy rains had threatened to send water pouring over the top of an ash pond’s berm at Plant Branch, which 

could have caused a major breach. Hilburn received an anonymous tip that the plant had pumped wastewater 

into the lake, avoiding a violation of its permit but polluting that 24-square-mile body of water. She flew a 

camera drone overhead, sent her photos to state officials, and publicized the risks. Residents and lawmakers 

successfully pressured Georgia Power to move the ash out of the plant’s pond and into a lined landfill. 
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(Georgia Power said in a statement that the decision was about “more than compliance” and reflected its 

commitment to “protecting water quality every step of the way.”) 

One afternoon that August, Hilburn traveled up Luther Smith Road to the Goolsby family home. Mark 

showed her the dying trees and the surface water on his property that had a sheen of oil. After walking over to 

a small roofed structure that housed the well that supplied water to Goolsby’s taps, Hilburn pulled on gloves, 

broke the seal of a sterile plastic bottle, and filled it with water. She collected several bottles and shipped them 

to a lab in North Carolina. The lab would determine if the contaminants found in Goolsby’s well were the 

same ones found in coal ash — and whether they were present at high enough levels to be harmful. 

When the results came back a couple weeks later, Hilburn called Goolsby to explain that the well water 

sample confirmed the presence of several heavy metals such as boron, considered one of the DNA 

fingerprints of coal ash, and cobalt, a trace metal confirmed to be leaking out of Scherer’s ash pond at levels 

that exceeded federal groundwater-protection standards. She also said that the samples contained worrisome 

levels of hexavalent chromium: 2.3 parts per billion, 33 times higher than what North Carolina public health 

guidelines deem safe and 115 times higher than what California ones do. (California and North Carolina are 

the only two states to establish public health guidelines for hexavalent chromium in water.) 

Georgia does not regulate hexavalent chromium, specifically, in water — only the broader category of 

“chromium,” which includes both chromium III, a naturally occurring trace metal, and hexavalent chromium, 

which can be naturally occurring or produced by industrial processes. But while relatively high levels of 

chromium III is considered safe in drinking water, experts say hexavalent chromium can be dangerous at 

much lower levels. Some scientists warn that hexavalent chromium, not chromium III, can lead to a higher 

risk of cancer. Georgia’s local public health departments offer a $122 well test that can detect a limited 

number of toxins, but not hexavalent chromium. If someone can’t afford to pay more for a private lab to test 

for that toxin, former EPA official Betsy Southerland says they’re “totally unprotected.” 

In the fall of 2016, weeks after Mark Goolsby received the test results from his well water, Georgia Power 

purchased a string of properties along Luther Smith Road, part of a quiet buying spree in which the company 

ultimately paid more than $15 million for nearly 1,900 acres of land near five of its 12 coal-fired power plant 

sites, according to a previous investigation by Georgia Health News and ProPublica. A year later, in 2017, 

Andrea’s grandmother passed away after a stroke, and Andrea noticed the company had erected “no 

trespassing” signs along Luther Smith Road and knocked down more homes. More than four decades after 

attorney Tommy Malone pressed Brack Goolsby to sell most of his family’s land, Georgia Power returned 

with another offer — this time for the last of their property and the home that had belonged to the Goolsbys 

for more than 150 years. The company, which still wielded the power of eminent domain, said in a statement 

that its purchases of land near Plant Scherer would reduce the “short- and long-term inconvenience for our 

neighbors” during the process of shutting down the nearby ash pond. 

Georgia Power razes the Goolsby home after buying the property. Credit:Courtesy of Andrea Goolsby 

On a windy day in March 2019, Andrea Goolsby, then 31, pulled down a gravel driveway toward the white 

two-story house on Luther Smith Road. Her father and uncle were just days away from handing it over. The 

terms of the sale prevented them from speaking publicly about the well tests that found hexavalent chromium 

in their drinking water. (Citing a nondisparagement agreement, Mark Goolsby declined to speak for this story. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
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A spokesman for Georgia Power noted that confidentiality clauses are routinely inserted in its contracts but 

declined to comment regarding any purchases of individual properties off Luther Smith Road.) 

As she walked inside, memories flooded back: the taste of her grandmother’s biscuit dough, the smell of 

fresh-tilled dirt in the garden, the sound of the blues playing from her daddy’s truck. She had recently helped 

her father clear out the house, sorting through her late grandmother’s old letters, church bulletins and 

photographs. She’d even stripped century-old wood off the walls of a bedroom in hopes of repurposing it 

someday. Tears fell past her straight blonde hair as she stepped into each room one final time. She felt like her 

grandparents had died once again. 

“I had to say goodbye to a place where my son, nieces and nephews won’t be able to experience,” Andrea 

wrote in her journal that day. “I had to say goodbye to a piece of my heart.” 

 

Two weeks after Andrea’s final visit to her family home, Mark Berry faced one of his toughest challenges as 

Georgia Power’s top environmental lobbyist: persuading five fiscally conservative energy regulators to allow 

his employer to offload more than $7 billion in coal-ash cleanup costs onto its customers. 

The Georgia Public Service Commission does not allow the public to see the projected costs of shutting down 

ash ponds at each of Georgia Power’s plants because the company claims those figures are a “trade 

secret.” Credit:Georgia Public Service Commission 

Georgia Power, along with the Public Service Commission, has fought GHN and ProPublica’s attempts to 

obtain information about how much money the company is saving by not adopting the more protective 

measure of moving all of its coal ash into lined disposal sites. Last year at a town hall meeting in Monroe 

County, PSC commissioner Tim Echols said that at Plant Scherer alone, moving millions of tons of ash out of 

its current pond and into a disposal site with a protective liner would cost $1 billion. (Georgia Power did not 

dispute Echols’ estimate when asked if it’s accurate.) Industry cost estimates obtained by GHN and 

ProPublica indicate that Georgia Power could have originally installed a liner at Scherer back in the early 

1980s for $95 million or less — $270 million in 2020 dollars, far cheaper than the $1 billion it would take to 

fully fix the problem today. 

Getting approval for the cheaper plan from the five energy regulators on the state’s Public Service 

Commission would not be Georgia Power’s final hurdle. Even with the PSC’s rubber stamp, state 

environmental officials could reject the company’s plans to keep dry ash in unlined ponds at Scherer and five 

other plants. That would mean that Georgia Power’s $7.3 billion price tag could skyrocket to over $10 billion, 

potentially lowering the chances that the company would be able to get its customers to pick up the full bill. 

(A year after Berry took the stand, Georgia Power would disclose in a filing that its ash pond cleanup cost 

estimates increased by 11% to $8.1 billion.) PSC Commissioner Tricia Pridemore said the agency recently 

hired a consultant to review Georgia Power’s future coal-ash expenses. The other four commissioners 

declined to comment. 

In the spring of 2019, the EPA’s administrator, former coal lobbyist Andrew Wheeler, authorized Georgia to 

become one of America’s only states to take over the process of approving how utilities could clean up their 

ash ponds. Left to work with the state’s cash-strapped environmental agency (the EPD), Georgia Power 
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pressured regulators to narrowly interpret the coal-ash rule in a way that would increase the chances of 

leaving its waste in unlined ponds, according to records obtained by GHN and ProPublica. Georgia Power did 

not respond to questions about lobbying tactics. But in his 2019 PSC testimony, Berry said Georgia Power is 

“actively involved in both federal and state rulemaking.” EPD spokesperson Kevin Chambers, who did not 

make any agency officials available for an interview, said in a statement that the EPD “does not provide 

deferential treatment” to Georgia Power. 

In a closed-door meeting in early 2020, EPD Land Branch Chief Chuck Mueller met with a small group of 

Juliette residents, including Andrea and several members of the Goolsby family. Mueller explained that if the 

company could show its contaminants had not migrated beyond its property lines, the company would satisfy 

the state’s environmental requirements, according to a recording of the meeting obtained by GHN and 

ProPublica. 

One Juliette resident, John Dupree, asked Mueller why the EPD hadn’t independently tested nearby Juliette 

residents’ wells for the presence of contaminants. Dupree recently tested his drinking well, finding levels of 

hexavalent chromium above the health standards set by California and North Carolina. He was concerned that 

coal ash would move off-site for years to come, perpetually jeopardizing his family’s drinking water. 

“What I’ve got to determine is, is it coming from the ash pond, or is it naturally occurring, or is it from 

another source?” Mueller told the residents. “I don’t know.” 

Berry assured residents that Georgia Power is “working hard to make things better." But what he left unsaid 

was that Georgia Power’s recent purchase of over 1,000 acres of land near Scherer’s coal-ash pond would 

extend its property lines and limit its liability. Simply reducing the number of private wells in operation near 

the ash pond is far cheaper than installing a liner that would prevent further spread of contaminants. 

After the conversation meandered into technical jargon, one of Andrea’s neighbors, Karl Cass — whose son 

and niece had survived two different kinds of childhood cancer — directed the conversation back toward 

Berry. 

“I appreciate your commitment, based on what you’ve shared, that you want to do the right thing — did I hear 

that correctly?” Cass asked Berry. 

“Yes sir, you did hear that correctly,” Berry said. 

“I appreciate your commitment,” Cass continued. “Why the resistance on the liners?” 

Berry said the company had “really studied” this site and concluded that burying the waste in an unlined pond 

was a viable option to comply with state regulations. The company’s groundwater modeling predicted that 

contaminants wouldn’t move out enough to warrant a liner. Because of that, he said, the residents didn’t need 

to worry. Georgia Power declined to comment on Berry’s remarks. 

“If something is happening, EPD is going to ask us to fix it and we’re going to fix it,” Berry said. 
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In the months after Georgia Power purchased the Goolsby home, more family members got sick or died. One 

of Andrea’s cousins, Gloria Hammond, believed the prostate cancer that recently had killed her husband, 

Cason, was linked to toxins in the water. Two of Andrea’s other relatives, a retired grocery store owner 

named Tony Bowdoin and car bumper repairman named Mike Pless, were diagnosed shortly thereafter with 

colon and throat cancer, respectively. Few of the cancer-stricken family members were related by blood to the 

Goolsbys — some had married into the family — which, to Andrea, ruled out the possibility that the cancers 

were caused by a genetic predisposition. All three of her recently diagnosed family members lived close to 

Plant Scherer’s ash pond. The Altamaha Riverkeeper, now overseen by a former paratrooper named Fletcher 

Sams, had recently tested all three of their homes’ wells. Each one contained hexavalent chromium levels 

between 30 and 140 times higher than drinking-water guidelines in North Carolina, and between 100 and 490 

times higher than those in California. 

Water test results from a well on the property of Tony Bowdoin shows a hexavalent chromium level, 

highlighted by ProPublica, at 4.3 parts per billion, more than 60 times what North Carolina deems safe in its 

guidelines for drinking water. Credit:Courtesy of Tony Bowdoin 

In early 2020, residents’ concerns about Plant Scherer’s coal-ash pond prompted a bill from Democratic state 

lawmakers that would force all of Georgia’s coal ash to be moved into lined disposal sites. One night in 

February 2020, the same month as the closed-door meeting with Berry, Andrea joined Hammond, Bowdoin, 

Pless and dozens of other Juliette residents inside a tiny Presbyterian church with stained-glass windows. 

They’d gathered to learn more about the ongoing groundwater test campaign conducted by the Altamaha 

Riverkeeper. For months, Sams had steered his red pickup truck down driveways near Plant Scherer and to 

homes farther away from the plant, collecting water samples from anyone who’d asked for their well to be 

tested. Now he was finally revealing the full results of what he’d found so far. 

Standing before the crowd, Sams explained that almost all of the more than 30 wells he’d tested so far at 

homes near Plant Scherer had contained worrisome contaminants often present in coal ash that could be 

harmful to humans if consumed at high enough levels. The wells closer to Scherer’s ash ponds — including 

along Luther Smith Road — generally had levels of hexavalent chromium higher than those farther away. 

Pointing to a projector screen near the altar, Sams showed a Georgia Power filing certifying that parts of the 

ash pond are so deep that they’re below the water table, which meant those contaminants are in constant 

contact with the groundwater in the aquifer. He then pulled up an aerial image of Scherer’s ash pond, circled 

by red dots signifying locations of Georgia Power’s own groundwater monitoring wells where tests had 

exceeded federal protection standards for cobalt, a trace metal leaking out of Scherer’s ash pond. 

Sams then rattled off other coal-ash contaminants that the tests had found, words most residents had only ever 

heard while studying the periodic table during chemistry class. 

Residents had grown visibly uncomfortable by the end of Sams’ presentation. Afterward, some people 

suggested that Georgia Power should pay for county water lines to be built to their homes so they wouldn’t 

have to drink from the wells anymore. Hammond, one of the few Luther Smith Road homeowners who 

refused to sell to the company, said she doubted that would happen; doing so might signify an admission of 

guilt. 
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Left/top: Gloria Hammond at her home on Luther Smith Road, one of the few houses that hasn’t been sold to 

Georgia Power. Right/bottom: Fletcher Sams, who tested well water around the plant with his organization, 

Altamaha Riverkeeper. Credit:Rita Harper, special to ProPublica 

Incredulous, Andrea doubled down on the call for Georgia Power to fix the problem. She said the company 

was already “purchasing property and paying people hush money” so they would not discuss contamination. 

(Georgia Power did not respond when asked about Goolsby’s comment.) 

At one point, Andrea noticed a man in a suit near the front of the church. When someone shouted a question 

his way, he walked toward the altar to grab the microphone from Sams. The man, PSC Commissioner Echols, 

explained that he and his colleagues had approved Georgia Power’s request to pass $7.3 billion in ash pond 

cleanup costs on to customers, adding that “we authorized a lot of money — billions of dollars.” 

Listening closely, Andrea grew outraged as Echols — who had voted two months earlier to allow Georgia 

Power to start collecting money from its customers — shifted the responsibility for reining in Georgia Power 

to EPD, inaccurately claiming that the environmental agency had the sole authority to stop the company’s 

unlined pond proposal. (The Sierra Club’s Georgia chapter would later sue the PSC for unlawfully granting 

the bill surcharge; the company is approved to recoup a first round of $525 million, though it is expected to 

return to PSC for permission to recover the remainder of the cleanup costs in future rounds. The case could 

soon go before the Georgia Court of Appeals. Echols declined to answer GHN and ProPublica’s questions, 

but said in a brief statement, “I am confident we are on the right track.”) 

“I wasn’t even born when the problem started, but I have to pay for this mess?” Andrea later said. “It’s 

hypocritical. They’re the ones doing this, but we have to pay for it, when it would have cost a lot less to do it 

right the first time or fix it when they knew it was a problem.” 

 

As COVID-19 spread across Georgia, Berry’s team submitted more than 25,000 pages of filings to the EPD to 

prove how its plan to bury 48 million tons of coal ash in ponds without a protective liner was, in fact, legal 

and safe. But in corporate filings dated as recently as 2020, Georgia Power acknowledged that Plant Scherer’s 

ash pond was susceptible to a catastrophic dam failure that could mirror the Kingston spill, potentially 

sending a wave of ash toward homes, injuring or killing Juliette residents, and contaminating a span of at least 

15 miles of the nearby Ocmulgee River. Parts of the ash pond had grown unstable enough that, in 2017, one 

contractor nearly died after a sinkhole larger than a basketball court suddenly opened up in the pond, causing 

part of the shoreline to collapse, according to photos of the incident and eyewitness accounts. (Georgia Power 

did not respond when asked about the sinkhole.) 

On top of that, the company faced a growing number of hurdles related to coal-ash contaminants. Georgia 

Power had to notify a homeowner near Plant McManus in Brunswick of its discovery of levels of arsenic in 

groundwater that exceed federal and state safety limits. During a recent legislative hearing, state Rep. Mary 

Frances Williams told one of Berry’s deputies that she was “concerned” to discover contaminants had 

migrated off-site from Plant McDonough’s ash pond over to property owned by Cobb County in suburban 

Atlanta. “I’m not clear how you can prevent that from happening without liners,” she told the Georgia Power 

lobbyist. 
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Plant Scherer, however, posed the biggest challenge for Georgia Power. EPD scientists said last year that they 

would need more information before the agency could allow the company to move ahead with leaving dry ash 

in Scherer’s unlined pond. Georgia Power had disclosed to EPD the data from several dozen groundwater 

monitoring wells near Scherer, some of which detected the presence of contaminants often found in ash ponds 

at levels higher than groundwater-protection standards. The data also showed that contaminants were 

migrating toward the properties the company had purchased on Luther Smith Road. The EPD is now seeking 

to determine the speed at which groundwater flowed through and under Scherer’s ash pond and to what 

degree the contaminants posed a threat to remaining neighbors. (Chambers, the EPD spokesperson, said 

permits to leave coal ash in unlined ponds will not be issued to Georgia Power if its plans fail to comply with 

the coal-ash rule.) 

The company downplayed the concerns from outside experts. Back in 2019, Berry testified that “advanced 

engineering methods” would allow Georgia Power to clean up its ash pond at Scherer in a way that complies 

with environmental regulations, but he has refused to disclose the methods because the company claims they 

are confidential. In January, Georgia Power submitted filings that claimed further risk evaluations of 

groundwater were no longer warranted because the ash pond’s contaminants “are not expected to pose a risk 

to human health or the environment.” 

Read More About Georgia Power 

 

 

A Power Company’s Quiet Land-Buying Spree Could Shield It From Coal Ash Cleanup Costs 

 

In another recent filing, Georgia Power claimed that contaminants such as hexavalent chromium at Plant 

Scherer come from “naturally occurring” sources instead of its operations. Researchers in North Carolina, led 

by Vengosh of Duke University, have found that high levels of hexavalent chromium found in drinking wells 

in the central part of that state are in fact naturally occurring. (A similar study has not been conducted to 

determine the source of the hexavalent chromium in Juliette’s drinking water wells.) On the other hand, 

Vengosh also has conducted research showing that ash from Wyoming-sourced Powder River Basin coal — 

the coal that Georgia Power uses at Plant Scherer — contains high levels of hexavalent chromium. Last year 

Vengosh wrote in an email to Monroe County officials that “even if the hexavalent chromium found in 

drinking water wells is not derived from coal ash contamination,” other coal ash metals could pose a 

“constant risk” to homeowners’ drinking water. 

Residents’ fear of that constant risk has revived a legal battle against Georgia Power. Brian Adams, the 

Macon attorney behind the lawsuit that fizzled in 2014, found a powerful new partner in Atlanta attorney 

Stacey Evans. A state lawmaker who once ran for governor, Evans was looking for her next big case after 

https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
https://www.propublica.org/article/a-power-companys-quiet-land-buying-spree-could-shield-it-from-coal-ash-cleanup-costs
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winning a $495 million whistleblower settlement against DaVita, an international dialysis chain. Last July, 

Evans and Adams filed a new lawsuit on behalf of 45 residents who alleged that Plant Scherer is “poisoning” 

their community’s water. Their claims extend beyond those of the previous case: The lawsuit alleges that 

Georgia Power not only constructed and operated Plant Scherer in a way that led to contaminated drinking 

water, but also that the company built a network of monitoring wells at an elevation so high that their 

groundwater testing “evades representative results.” Georgia Power has denied those allegations in court 

filings. 

One of the plaintiffs, Andrea’s cousin Tony Bowdoin, said last summer that he’s seeking damages to offset 

the six-figure costs of treatment for Stage IV colon cancer. Another plaintiff, Karl Cass, whose son is a 

survivor of childhood cancer, hopes a jury trial might deliver clarity in a saga that so far has offered no clear 

answers. 

“I don’t want to see my kids have to fight this fight against Georgia Power,” Cass said. “And I hope their 

children won’t have to live in fear about what’s happening to their health.” 

 

Asked what would make things right, Andrea explained that the answer is both simple and complicated. 

Driving around Juliette in the lead-up to the 2020 presidential election, Andrea saw one type of yard sign 

more than any others. It wasn’t in support of President Donald Trump, as one would have expected in deep-

red Monroe County, where 70% of voters cast ballots for him last year. It was one with a clear call to 

action: Georgia Power: Clean up your trASH. 

At a hearing expected to be held in late 2021, Andrea intends to urge the EPD to reject Georgia Power’s plans 

to bury coal-ash waste in unlined ponds. If she and other Georgians get their way, state officials would force 

the company to submit a new plan to either retrofit the ponds with a liner or move the ash to a lined disposal 

site and begin the yearslong process of reducing the immediate threat to the groundwater. 

Andrea said Georgia Power should also cover the costs of Monroe County’s $16 million project to extend 

water lines to the homes of about 850 Juliette residents who currently rely on drinking wells. (Those residents 

still would need to pay — as much as thousands of dollars — to have the line connected to their homes; 

Andrea says Georgia Power should pay for that, too.) Georgia Power has instead mailed residents packets 

touting the company’s environmental track record and accusing the Altamaha Riverkeeper of making “false 

claims” about contamination. To find the truth, Andrea said, there should finally be a cancer-cluster study to 

figure out whether coal-ash contaminants are linked to more than 40 cancer cases compiled by her and others 

in the community. 

Andrea near her family’s former home, a place she called “a piece of my heart.” Credit:Rita Harper, special to 

ProPublica 

The more complicated solution, as Andrea explained, is compensating Juliette residents for “what they lost.” 

She’s thinking of her cousin, Hammond, who rejected recent offers by the company to buy her land on Luther 

Smith Road, in part because her well may hold answers to the question of why her husband died. Then there’s 

Mike Pless, another of her relatives, who, after surgery and two rounds of radiation therapy, has reckoned 

https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2020/07/lawsuit-plant-scherer-coal-ash-poisoning-locals/
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with his uncertain future and what that might mean for his family. “No easy choices, no guarantees,” he wrote 

on Facebook. “Welcome to the crucible.” 

In late February, Andrea was once again reminded of all she has lost. A mile north of Luther Smith Road, she 

walked up a gravel path in a black funeral dress, past her grandparents’ tombstones, to find a sunflower-

topped wooden casket holding her cousin, Tony Bowdoin, who had just died from colon cancer at age 58. In 

front of more than 100 mourners, Rev. Mark Goolsby, Andrea’s father, gave a moving eulogy honoring his 

nephew as an avid hunter and hardworking storekeeper, a serial gift-giver and a morbid joke-teller. Andrea 

thought of all the death since her grandfather Brack had passed nearly two decades earlier. How much more 

would her family lose? she wondered. What would Georgia Power’s ultimate cost be? 

“They took things families can’t get back,” Andrea said. “There’s no amount of money that can ever give 

those things back.” 

Help us investigate. Do you live next to a coal plant? Do you work around coal plants or ash ponds? We 

want to hear from you. 

ProPublica and Georgia Health News are continuing to examine the consequences of coal ash. Share your 

experiences with us by filling out this form. One of our reporters will get in touch with you soon. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/coal-ash-georgia-power 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1veOf8vfL6ZbwRupEj6g7MzQf_w5XQoFUV_6PqP0cdEI/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses
https://www.propublica.org/article/coal-ash-georgia-power
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Es la primera sentencia por esos crímenes 

Histórica condena por los delitos sexuales en la ESMA 

Los genocidas Jorge “Tigre” Acosta y Alberto “Gato” González fueron condenados por abusos sexuales y 

psicológicos, manoseos, tocamientos y violaciones cometidas contra prisioneras del centro clandestino 

durante la última dictadura cívico militar. 

 

 

Por Ailín Bullentini 

 

. 

Imagen: Guadalupe Lombardo 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/255-ailin-bullentini
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/255-ailin-bullentini
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/255-ailin-bullentini
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/255-ailin-bullentini
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/255-ailin-bullentini


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

56 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                                No. 462  agosto  2021 

 

El Tribunal Oral Federal número 5 de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires condenó, por primera vez en la historia, a 

genocidas de la Escuela de Mecánica de la Armada por ejercer violencia sexual contra prisioneras de 

ese centro clandestino durante la última dictadura cívico militar. Tras diez meses de juicio oral y 

público, Jorge “Tigre” Acosta y Alberto “Gato” González fueron sentenciados a 24 y 20 años de 

prisión tras haber sido hallados culpables de abusos sexuales y psicológicos, manoseos, tocamientos y 

violaciones a tres mujeres que permanecieron secuestradas en el Casino de Oficiales del predio de la Armada 

entre 1977 y 1978. 

Las penas a Acosta y González serán unificadas con las condenas a prisión perpetua que recibieron en más 

de un debate oral y público por los crímenes de lesa humanidad que cometieron durante la última 

dictadura cívico eclesiástica militar en la ESMA. Sin embargo, en ninguno de aquellos, y a pesar de que 

fueron acusados, tanto por el Ministerio Público Fiscal cuanto por varias querellas en representación de 

sobrevivientes y familiares de detenides desaparecides de aquel centro clandestino, el TOF 5 incorporó en 

aquellos fallos los hechos de violencia sexual por los que fueron señalados en innumerables testimonios. 

Este juicio que culmina este viernes es un desprendimiento de una de esas sentencias, la que selló el 

segundo tramo de la Megacausa ESMA. El expediente fue investigado por el Juzgado Federal número 12 

entre 2011 y 2015, cuando los abusos y violaciones sufridas por Silvia Labayrú, Mabel Zanta y María Rosa 

Paredes fueron elevados a juicio oral.  

El “Tigre”, en calidad de jefe del grupo de tareas 3.3.2, la patota que reinó, secuestró, torturó, violó, robó, 

desapareció y asesinó en ese centro clandestino, fue acusado entonces por los tres casos. El “Gato”, oficial de 

Inteligencia y uno de sus integrantes, por solo uno.  

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/361356-historica-condena-por-los-delitos-sexuales-en-la-esma 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/360890-fue-abusada-en-la-esma-y-espera-la-condena-de-los-acusados-p
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“He Died Like an Animal”: 

Some Police Departments 

Hogtie People Despite 

Knowing The Risks 

The U.S. Department of Justice in 1995 warned that people 

may die when police tie handcuffed wrists to bound ankles. 

FILED 4:00 p.m. 05.24.2021 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARK NERYS FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

By JOSEPH NEFF AND EMILY SIEGEL 

  

  

  

GREENSBORO, N.C. — On a warm October day in 2018, George and Mary Smith drove to police 

headquarters, where they had a 2 p.m. appointment to watch video of the death of their son Marcus. 

This investigation was published in partnership with NBC News. 

http://www.themarshallproject.org/staff/joseph-neff
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/he-died-animal-some-police-still-hogtie-people-despite-risks-n1268032
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Nearly everything they knew about the September 2018 incident in which he died came from a Greensboro 

Police Department press release, which said he had been suicidal and combative before collapsing as police 

tried to help him. A lawyer had secured their right to watch the body camera footage. 

When they got to headquarters, Mary changed her mind. 

“A mother doesn’t want to see her child fall off a bicycle, much less getting beat to death,” she said. “And 

that’s when I decided I did not want to watch." 

George watched the video, and left headquarters convinced police had lied about his son’s death. 

Early on Sept. 8, 2018, Marcus Smith was in distress and asked Greensboro police officers for help. They 

ended up hogtying him. GREENSBORO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

"It was terrifying, the only thing Marcus wanted was help,” he said. “I don’t know where they got the suicidal 

or combative or collapsing from. I didn’t see none of that.” 

Like George Floyd under the knee of Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin, an autopsy found Smith was 

killed by positional asphyxia, though not by a knee on the neck, but by a controversial and widely banned 

practice called the “hogtie.” 

The video showed that Marcus Smith was in distress and begging police to take him to the hospital or call an 

ambulance. 

Officers pushed him face down on the street and tied a belt around his ankles and attached it to his cuffed 

hands so tightly his knees were lifted off the pavement. On the video, his last coherent words were “Help 

me.” 

“That’s how my brother died,” said Kimberly Smith, his younger sister, who watched the video later. “He 

died like an animal.” 

Hogtying is a troublesome word and a dangerous act. It involves putting a person on his stomach and tying his 

cuffed hands to his bound feet behind his back with an adjustable nylon belt, a device known as a “hobble.” 

Police officers have said the hogtie position is used to restrain individuals who can’t be restrained any other 

way and would otherwise pose a danger to themselves and those around them. The hobble device can be used 

to restrain someone's legs without placing them in the compromised hogtie position. 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20744886-press-release-9-8-2018
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The hobble restraint is typically a webbed belt with a loop and self-locking clip. The strap is long enough to 

bind the ankles to handcuffed wrists or a waist belt. Tying the hobble only around the ankles allows for 

transporting people in a seated, upright position — preventing them from kicking. But some police use it 

while people are facedown on the ground. 
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The Department of Justice warned against hogtying as far back as 1995, in a bulletin instructing police how to 

prevent deaths in custody. The paper instructed officers to move the suspect off his stomach as soon as he was 

handcuffed, and included this directive: “Never tie the handcuffs to a leg or ankle restraint.” 

Many police departments, including New York and Los Angeles, have banned hogtying for decades. But a 

joint investigation by NBC News and The Marshall Project found that a dangerous practice roundly rejected 

by experts has persisted in many places because of outdated guidelines and lax oversight. And the use of the 

hobble and hogtie may be even more widespread than can be determined because there are no national 

reporting requirements and many police departments don’t keep track. 

Nationwide, NBC News and The Marshall Project identified at least 23 deaths involving hogtying or a hobble 

in law enforcement custody since 2010. From California to Maine, police have appeared to use a hobble to 

either tie a person’s hands and feet together behind them, put pressure on their back with body weight, or 

leave them prone for longer than recommended. Those cases include a chemical engineer in Mississippi who 

police said was acting strangely after taking LSD; an unarmed man running naked through his Alabama 

hometown; and a man who died on a Tacoma, Washington, sidewalk after police deemed his actions 

suspicious. At least 13 people were mentally ill or in mental crises. Of those who died, 12 were White, nine 

were Black, and two were Hispanic. 

Many departments do not track the use of the hobble device, or when it is used to hogtie, in their use-of-force 

data. But in those that do keep records, the hobble has been used hundreds of times in recent years. 

In a full hogtie, the hobble can be tied to varying degrees of tautness, putting pressure on the diaphragm and 

making it harder for the person to breathe. The U.S. Department of Justice has warned for decades that 

officers should never tie the handcuffs to a leg or ankle restraint. 

Over the past five years, police in Aurora, Colorado, have used the hobble on roughly 350 people, nearly half 

of whom were Black. In Greensboro, court records show that in the four years before the death of Marcus 

Smith, Greensboro police used a hobble device to hogtie at least 275 people, two-thirds of whom were Black. 

Tom Manger, former police chief in Montgomery County, Maryland, and former president of the Major Cities 

Chiefs Association, says that in his 42 years as an officer he’s only seen the hobble used a handful of times. 

“It should only be used when you have a situation where a person is violently combative [and] you have a 

lawful reason to take them into custody,” said Manger. “What you're trying to do is make sure they don't hurt 

https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles/posasph.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jul/21/man-hogtied-mississippi-police-dies-wife-alleges-threats-hospital-visit
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-police-immunity-scotus/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/new-report-reveals-fifth-tacoma-officer-restrained-manuel-ellis-who-died-in-police-custody/
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themselves, or hurt someone else.” 

 

He himself has never used one. 

“Cops need to be careful if they're doing something like hobbling somebody,” said Manger. “They'd better be 

damn sure that they're doing things right.” 

The roughly 18,000 police departments in the U.S. have different policies, procedures and training. Most of 

the nation’s largest police agencies tend to show awareness that the hogtie is dangerous, but not all ban it. 

NBC News and The Marshall Project reviewed the policy manuals for departments in the 30 largest cities in 

the U.S. 

Twenty-two have clear language prohibiting hogtying or attaching hands and feet behind a person’s back. 
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But in Charlotte, North Carolina; Columbus, Ohio; Houston and Indianapolis, officers are allowed to restrain 

a person in this manner in certain circumstances or with certain provisions. 

Charlotte Police Department policy advises officers to avoid hogtying, but does not forbid it. Columbus police 

officers are told to make sure to provide slack in the rope that ties the hands and feet together. In Houston, 

only officers who are specifically trained in the technique can use it. Indianapolis warns officers to closely 

monitor people who have their legs and arms restrained behind the back. 

In the Boston and Milwaukee manuals, there is no mention of hogtying or the hobble device. When 

questioned, both departments said they do not provide officers with a hobble. 

The manuals in Nashville and Detroit have no language that directly addresses hobbles or hogtying. 

There’s a reason for these discrepancies. In addition to the lack of national reporting requirements, many 

departments avoid using the word hogtie. They use phrases like maximal restraint, four-point restraint, 

hobble, RIPP Hobble or Total Appendage Restraint Procedure (TARP). 

To avoid injury, according to the DOJ’s 1995 bulletin, it’s essential to move the person on his side and off his 

stomach as quickly as possible. 

 

The hobble can be tied in several variations — to the handcuffs, but also to the waist. Experts say the person 

should immediately be turned on their side, and not left facedown, which is dangerous. 

But there is no federal standardized way to use the hobble and there are various points within the process 

where an error could be deadly. Departments have used different policies; some allowed the hands and feet to 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2007/may/18/officers-urge-end-to-word-hogtied/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2007/may/18/officers-urge-end-to-word-hogtied/
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be tied together, while others instructed the cuffs to be attached to a belt around the waist. The tying of the 

hobble, the positioning of the person, and their subsequent transport can all contribute to injury or death. 

Joelle DeVane owns the company that makes the original hobble device, the RIPP Hobble. 

She said the hobble is a safe tool when correctly used by properly trained officers trying to restrain suspects 

who are kicking uncontrollably. 

“The feet are a very powerful weapon and the legs are a very powerful weapon, especially if you have 

someone that is in an excited state,” DeVane said. 

DeVane noted that the instructions that accompany the RIPP Hobble say "NEVER Hog-Tie a Prisoner." 

 

Police say that at times, officers must restrain individuals who can’t be secured any other way and who would 

otherwise pose a danger to themselves and those around them. Experts say this non-prone position allows 

police to transport people without the risks of hogtying them. 

The hobble carries many risks, according to Keith Taylor, a 23-year veteran of the NYPD and now a 

professor at John Jay School of Criminal Justice. Officers know next to nothing about a person’s health, and 

there are serious outcomes when police immobilize an unhealthy person in a high-stress situation. Obesity, 

heart conditions, and drugs all can raise the chances of death. 

Taylor says creating federal best practices that agencies must follow would improve police interactions with 

the communities they serve. 
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He said the only time police should use any type of maximal restraint is for people who are "not just 

belligerent, but dangerously resistant to being arrested." 

During Taylor’s entire career the NYPD trained officers not to hogtie. 

“Personally, I would not use hogtying ever,” said Taylor. “That’s not something I would ever do. Not just 

because it’s banned, because it’s not safe.” 

 

Generally, it can take three or more officers several minutes to get someone down into a hogtie. 

Hobble is not a word in common parlance, but it’s known in many police circles. Derek Chauvin asked for a 

hobble as he restrained George Floyd. The officers didn’t use one, however. 

Vanessa Peoples had never heard the word before she was tied up with one. 

Peoples said she was doing laundry in the basement of her Aurora, Colorado, home in 2017 while her two 

young children were upstairs. She didn’t hear Aurora Police officers banging on her door. A few days earlier, 

she said, her son had temporarily wandered away from a relative who was supposed to be watching him at a 

party in a park, so the police were there with a social worker to do a child welfare check. 
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Vanessa Peoples outside her home in Aurora, Colo., where in July 2017, police put her in a hobble and placed 

her face down on the ground. 

 KEVIN MOHATT/NBC NEWS 

Police entered the unlocked door. Body camera footage shows one officer entering the basement with her gun 

drawn. 

When Peoples went upstairs, she said her living room was filled with law enforcement. On the video, an 

officer told her three times to stand back; each time Peoples said no. 

The video shows that an officer grabbed Peoples by the neck and pushed her into the wall and then onto the 

floor face down. He straddled her legs and handcuffed her wrists behind her back. He tied her feet with a 

hobble and attached them to a belt around her waist. The whole time Peoples screamed for her mother and 

children. Seven times she told the officers she couldn’t breathe. 

Body camera footage shows that they carried her out by her arms and shoulders and put her in a police vehicle 

and then on the front lawn. They eventually removed the restraints and took her to jail. An officer said in the 

police report that he heard a “pop” from Peoples’ shoulder and that she was taken to the hospital. Peoples says 

her arm was dislocated. 
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NEWS INSIDE 

The print magazine that brings our journalism behind bars. 

 

Peoples hired a lawyer, but before they filed suit the city settled the case for $100,000. Aurora Police say this 

does not admit fault. The city did not respond to a request for comment. 

“When you feel that you’ve got to get a rope and just tie someone up like that, that's not being treated as 

human,” said Peoples. 

Four years later, Peoples still feels embarrassed that her neighbors saw her bound and screaming on her front 

lawn. She is wary of the police. 

“The pain that I endured going through this, it's unexplainable because I have to walk around every day with 

that on my mind.” 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/news-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/news-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/news-inside
https://www.themarshallproject.org/news-inside
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Vanessa Peoples poses for a portrait with her sons Tamaj (7), Mahjae (6) and Zamari (11 months) outside her 

home in Aurora, CO, May 13, 2021. 

 KEVIN MOHATT/NBC NEWS 

Two years later, and three days after the death of Elijah McClain at the hands of the same police department, 

Aurora Police were once again in the spotlight for misuse of the hobble on a Black woman. 

Shataeah Kelly was arrested by Aurora Police in August 2019 on charges resulting from a fight. An officer 

decided to hobble Kelly after she tried to escape from his patrol car. 

Police video shows that the officer placed Kelly in the backseat with her hands cuffed behind her back. Her 

bound ankles were pulled behind her back and attached with a hobble to a belt around her waist. She fell to 

the floor of the car. Kelly said she couldn’t breathe and asked to be moved but her pleas were ignored and she 

stayed, stuck on the floor, face down, for the 20-minute drive to the police station. 

“I just didn’t know they could do that,” said Kelly. “I just feel like it was because I was Black and he was 

treating me like a slave.” 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/independent-probe-accuses-police-paramedics-wrongdoing-death-elijah-mcclain-n1258499
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Then-Interim Chief of Police Vanessa Wilson, who is now chief, called the incident “egregious” and fired the 

officer. 

“I was sick to my stomach. And then I turned to anger,” said Chief Wilson in an interview. “Because that's 

not how we train and that's not how we treat people. And it's not how I expect my officers to behave.” 

Sign up for the latest news. 

Daily news and opinion about criminal justice 

  

Weekly roundup of top stories from the web 

  

A guided tour of the criminal justice system 

  

Essays from people involved in the system 

SUBSCRIBE 

Email list managed by Mailchimp 

Kelly has retained counsel, the same lawyer who is representing Elijah McClain’s family in its ongoing suit 

against the city and city employees. 

NBC News and The Marshall Project reviewed use-of-force data from the Aurora Police Department obtained 

via a state open records request and found the agency used the hobble on roughly 350 people over the past 

five years. 

Police used the hobble on Black suspects slightly more frequently than on others. Thirty-nine percent of the 

suspects arrested by Aurora police in the past five years were Black, but Black people made up 43 percent of 

the people on whom Aurora police used force — and 46 percent of the people subjected to the hobble. 

In 16 percent of the roughly 350 hobble incidents, the person was injured and required medical treatment. 

As more scrutiny has been placed on Aurora’s use of the hobble in recent years, the directives in the 

department’s manual have changed and become more detailed. 

https://mailchimp.com/legal/privacy/
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In 2016, department policy advised police to avoid hogtying. In the most recent version, issued in late 2020 

after the two incidents and one settlement, the policies clearly forbid hogtying. The department is replacing 

the hobble with a device that doesn’t allow legs to be bent backwards. “I think it’s also just sort of a more 

humane way of taking someone into custody if they are agitated,” said Wilson. 

 

Demonstrators gather outside City Hall in Greensboro, N.C., on May 3, 2021 to protest the death of Marcus 

Smith after police hogtied him in September 2018. 

 TRAVIS DOVE FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

As a Greensboro music festival wound down in the early hours of Sept. 8, 2018, Marcus Smith approached a 

group of eight White police officers on traffic duty and ran frantically from officer to officer, begging for 

help. 

Smith can be heard and seen on police body camera footage saying, “Please take me to jail.” “Call the 

ambulance bro!” “Take me to the hospital!” “Help me!” “Please sir, I’m going to kill myself.” “Lock me up 

please.” 
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After several minutes, police put him in the back seat of a cruiser. No one got in the driver’s seat. Smith, not 

yet handcuffed, became more agitated and rolled on his back. A body camera captured one officer worrying 

aloud that Smith might break his window. 
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“We should definitely RIPP Hobble him,” the officer said. “Is anyone willing to help?” 

Greensboro policy allowed officers to tie a person’s hands and feet together when they needed a higher level 

of restraint than handcuffs, but the policy did not define when this higher level of restraint was necessary or 

appropriate. Training materials warned officers that “Arrestee face down and ‘hogtied’ (knee bend greater 

than 90°) in transit” was a dangerous position that could lead to positional asphyxia. 

Police pulled Smith from the car and put him face down in the street. Smith protested, yelling, “No, you can’t 

do that, I ain’t resisting.” At least four officers held him down, cuffed him behind his back, strapped the 

hobble around his ankles and attached it to the handcuffs. Body camera video showed it took officers two 

minutes and 40 seconds to hogtie him before they stood up as Smith lay face down and motionless. 

“Are you still with us?” an officer asked Smith as soon as the hogtie was complete. He knelt down, put two 

fingers on Smith’s neck and couldn’t find a pulse. Smith was declared dead an hour later after failed attempts 

to revive him. 

Over the next few hours, Police Chief Wayne Scott watched body camera video before issuing a press 

release about officers trying to help: “While officers were attempting to transport him for mental evaluation, 

the subject became combative and collapsed.” 

 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20744886-press-release-9-8-2018
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20744886-press-release-9-8-2018
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From left: Marcus Smith's mother, Mary Smith; father, George Smith; and sister, Kim Smith, outside of City 

Hall in Greensboro, N.C., on May 3, 2021. Marcus Smith's mother, Mary Smith and sister, Kim Smith, hold 

hands during a protest. TRAVIS DOVE FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

Smith’s friends and family were suspicious. Marcus was homeless and struggled with substance abuse, but 

they knew him as unfailingly polite and upbeat. Nine days after his death, an outreach worker for the 

homeless wrote Scott and the city council and asked “how such a beautiful life could come to such an abrupt 

end.” The letter requested the public release of body camera video and all pertinent information, and said, 

“Chief Scott, we need answers.” 

The chief replied via email two days later that there was nothing to worry about. He wrote that after reviewing 

videos, autopsy reports and other evidence, he concluded the officers “acted appropriately and with great 

compassion while trying to help a citizen in need." 

 

  

OPENING STATEMENT 

Sign up for our daily newsletter covering the best in criminal justice news. 

 

An internal investigation found no violation of policy and Scott returned all the officers to active duty. 

After viewing the body camera video, however, the Smith family believed there was a cover-up that had 

begun with the chief’s first press release. Kimberly Smith called the release “a plain lie,” and insisted her 

unarmed brother posted no threat to eight armed officers. “Why didn’t they just handcuff him?” 

On Nov. 30, 2018, the state medical examiner released the final autopsy results. The death was ruled a 

homicide, caused by “sudden cardiopulmonary arrest due to prone restraint.” 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20744881-parrish-7
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20744882-parrish-8
https://www.themarshallproject.org/subscribe?ref=house-ad
https://www.themarshallproject.org/subscribe?ref=house-ad
https://www.themarshallproject.org/subscribe?ref=house-ad
https://www.themarshallproject.org/subscribe?ref=house-ad
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A protester at a May 3, 2021 demonstration holds a picture of Marcus Smith, who died after police hogtied 

him on a Greensboro, N.C. street in September 2018. 

 TRAVIS DOVE FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT 

A few hours later, Scott issued a special order reversing department policy. Officers can no longer connect 

bound feet or ankles to handcuffs. 

The Smith family filed a lawsuit in April 2019 alleging wrongful death and a cover-up. The mayor declined to 

comment for this story. Scott, who has since retired, did not respond to emails or a certified letter requesting 

comment. The Greensboro Police Department declined to answer any questions because of the ongoing 

lawsuit. 

For two years, officials have fought the case vigorously and have denied wrongdoing or a cover-up in court 

filings and in depositions. They have argued that the restraint was appropriate in light of the safety risk Smith 

posed to himself or others. 

Marcus’ mother, Mary Smith, said she does not believe police intended to kill her son. They were negligent, 

treated her son like a throwaway, she said, and should be convicted of manslaughter. 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20787169-november-2018-special-order
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“A lot of Black men would not walk up to eight White police officers at night and say, ‘I’m in trouble, I’m on 

drugs, I need help,’” she said. “He was looking for help, and he went to the right people. And they killed 

him.” 

Watch NBC News broadcast report of this investigation. 

Joseph Neff   is a staff writer who has investigated wrongful convictions, prosecutorial and police 

misconduct, probation, cash bail and forensic ‘science’. He was a Pulitzer finalist and has won the RFK, 

MOLLY, SPJ’s Sigma Delta Chi, Gerald Loeb, Michael Kelly and other awards. He previously worked at 

The News & Observer (Raleigh) and The Associated Press. 

 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/24/he-died-like-an-animal-some-police-departments-hogtie-

people-despite-knowing-the-risks 

  

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/investigation-into-police-use-of-potentially-deadly-hogtie-and-hobble-restraints-113106501622
https://www.themarshallproject.org/staff/joseph-neff
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/24/he-died-like-an-animal-some-police-departments-hogtie-people-despite-knowing-the-risks
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/05/24/he-died-like-an-animal-some-police-departments-hogtie-people-despite-knowing-the-risks
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Guinea Bisáu, el país de Nunca Jamás 

19 fotos 

Un 42% de la población tiene menos de 15 años, pero la inversión en su bienestar, salud y educación es 

insuficiente para garantizar sus derechos. El último informe sobre la situación de la infancia en el país 

africano no arroja una buena fotografía 

FOTOGRAFÍA: ÁLVARO GARCÍA 

TEXTO: ALEJANDRA AGUDO 

Guinea Bisáu 25 MAY 2021 - 15:27 CDT 

https://elpais.com/autor/alvaro_garcia/a/
https://elpais.com/autor/alejandra_agudo/a/
https://elpais.com/tag/fecha/20210525
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• 
1Un 42% de la población de Guinea Bisáu tiene menos de 15 años. Los menores de 24 representan el 

60%. Pero según el último informe de Unicef sobre la situación de la infancia en el país, así como la 

más reciente encuesta nacional de indicadores múltiples, publicada en 2020, los derechos de los 

niños todavía distan mucho de ser alcanzados. En la fotografía, un grupo de chiquillos se divierte en 

un campo de fútbol en la capital, Bissau, donde Causo Seidi ha iniciado una escuela deportiva para 

chicos de la calle. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
2El 75% de menores de 18 años de Guinea Bisáu sufre más de tres privaciones graves como no tener 

acceso a saneamiento o una vivienda con techo y suelo pavimentado, según el Índice de Pobreza 

Multidimensional de Unicef. Más del 77% con menos de 14 fue víctima de violencia familiar y de 

trabajo infantil. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
3"Hasta los cinco años, los niños socializan en casa y las comunidades. Solo un pequeño porcentaje 

tiene acceso a educación preescolar", indica Unicef. Juegan y socializan colectivamente, pero 

también ayudan a los padres en el trabajo diario. Los progenitores, sin embargo, no participan en el 

aprendizaje de sus hijos. Así, solo 0,3% reciben apoyo de sus padres y un 2,9% de sus madres en sus 

actividades de aprendizaje. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
4Una de las prioridades para Khady Florence Dabo, presidenta del Instituto de la Mujer y la Infancia 

del país, es luchar contra el abandono escolar que es "muy elevado". Un 27,7% de niños en edad 

escolar no están matriculados en la educación primaria. Son el 10,6% en las áreas urbanas y el 36,5% 

en las rurales, donde la falta de infraestructuras y la necesidad de que los pequeños contribuyan a la 

economía familiar les aparta de las aulas. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
5Uno de los primeros derechos de la infancia que se ven vulnerados en Guinea Bisáu es el de tener 

una identidad oficial. A pesar de los esfuerzos y avances en el registro de niños, dice Unicef, se 

estima que solo el 36% de los menores de 14 años tienen certificado de nacimiento. ÁLVARO 

GARCÍA 
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• 
6Una estrategia clave para alcanzar el Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS) 3.2 —para 2030 

reducir la mortalidad neonatal a no más de 12 por cada 1.000 nacidos vivos y la mortalidad de los 

niños menores de cinco años a no más de 25 por cada 1.000 nacidos vivos— es combatir 

enfermedades como la diarrea, la neumonía —causante de unas 800.0000 defunciones de críos cada 

año— y el paludismo. Pero el acceso a la sanidad es un desafío. Más de la mitad de pequeños con 

episodios de diarrea (53,6%) no recibieron atención profesional, según la encuesta nacional de 

indicadores múltiples publicada en octubre de 2020. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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•  

• 7Un 20% de los menores de cinco años tiene bajo peso para su edad, mientras que un 36,4% padece 

desnutrición crónica o retraso en el crecimiento, lo que significa que durante años no han recibido la 

cantidad suficiente de nutrientes para su normal desarrollo. La consecuencia visible es que son más 

bajitos de lo que corresponde a su edad, pero tiene otras implicaciones como un peor desempeño 

cognitivo y, en las niñas, problemas al parir cuando sean adultas por su menor tamaño corporal. Una 
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vez se detecta, ya no tiene remedio, pero se puede prevenir con una dieta rica, acceso a gua potable y 

saneamiento adecuado y servicios sanitarios disponibles. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 

• 
8La Convención de los Derechos de la Infancia dice que "los niños, para el desarrollo armonioso y 

completo de su personalidad, deben crecer en un ambiente familiar, en una atmósfera de felicidad, 

amor y comprensión". Sin embargo, millones en todo el mundo están creciendo sin el cuidado de sus 

padres por diversas razones, incluida la muerte prematura de sus progenitores o la migración. 

"Comprender las condiciones de vida de los niños, incluida la composición de los hogares en los que 

viven y la relación con cuidadores principales, es fundamental planificar intervenciones dirigidas a 

promover su cuidado y bienestar", expresan los redactores de la encuesta nacional de indicadores 

múltiples de Guinea Bisáu. Según sus datos, un 20% no vive con sus padres biológicos. ÁLVARO 

GARCÍA 
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• 
9Las prácticas nocivas son comunes en Guinea Bisáu, sobre todo en zonas rurales. Mientras que al 

inicio de la pubertad, los niños son sometidos a un ritual de iniciación conocido como 'fanado' (pasan 

dos o tres meses en un lugar aislado y completan una serie de desafíos y actos de resistencia; entre 

ellos, la circuncisión), las niñas son víctimas de la mutilación genital femenina. Aunque todas las 

formas de ablación están prohibidas por ley desde 2011, la práctica no ha dejado de perpetrarse y 

aumentar: en 2006, un 45% de las mujeres de entre 15 y 49 años habían sido mutiladas; en 2014 eran 

un 49,7%, y en 2019 esta cifra aumentó a más de la mitad (52,1%). ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
10Hay evidencias que sugieren que, debido a que la mutilación genital femenina ahora es ilegal, se 

ha empezado a practicar cuando las niñas son muy jóvenes, incluso bebés, advierte Unicef. Los datos 

de la encuesta nacional apuntan que un 16% de las menores de cero a cuatro años habían sido 

mutiladas. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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•  

• 11El acceso al agua potable y saneamiento es fundamental para garantizar la salud de los niños. Un 

66,8% de la población tiene acceso a fuentes de agua mejoradas (87,5% en las ciudades y 55,3% en 

el entorno rural). Esto no es garantía de que tengan disponibilidad en el domicilio, algo que solo 

tiene un 3% de los ciudadanos. El resto, bebe agua insegura, predominante de pozos que no están 

protegidos. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
12La pobreza se ceba con los más pequeños. Un 83% de los menores de cinco años sufre tres o más 

privaciones, en su mayoría en las dimensiones de vivienda, saneamiento, protección y educación. La 

pobreza infantil multidimensional se concentra en las zonas rurales. De los niños que sufren cuatro 

carencias simultáneamente, el 49% vivían en ellas, como el bebé de la imagen, y solo el 14% en 

urbes. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
13Casi la mitad de los partos (48,8%) se produce las casas, revelan los datos de Unicef de 2019, lo 

que pone en riesgo de complicaciones y muerte a las madres y los bebés. La mortalidad neonatal es 

elevada, fallecen 22 por cada 1.000 nacidos vivos. Las principales causas son complicaciones 

asociadas con el parto prematuro (27%), asfixia (32%) y sepsis (19%), según la dirección de salud 

reproductiva. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
14"Reducir aún más la mortalidad neonatal es un desafío cuando casi la mitad (48,8%) de los partos 

se producen en casa y solo el 54% de los mismos son atendidos por profesionales", denuncia Unicef. 

En la imagen, el área de pediatría del Hospital Nacional Simão Mendes, el mayor del país. "El 

cuidado de los recién nacidos (0-28 días) es importante, ya que más de un tercio (36%) de las 

muertes neonatales ocurren en los primeros ocho días", recuerda la ONU. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
15Debido a una entrada tardía en el sistema educativo, altas tasas de repetición y abandono escolar, 

Guinea Bisáu tiene un índice de finalización de la enseñanza obligatoria de menos del 30%. 

"Igualmente preocupante es que un tercio de los niños entre las edades de 6 y 11 se pueden clasificar 

como 'niños no escolarizados' que nunca han asistido a la escuela o que ingresaron, pero 

abandonaron", advierte Unicef. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
16Las constantes huelgas de funcionarios, maestros incluidos, por el impago de sus salarios por parte 

del Estado, también afecta a la educación de los niños, que se pueden ver privados de ella durante 

meses. La pandemia de covid-19 también ha interrumpido la formación. En la imagen, un par de 

alumnos en un aula vacía debido a un paro de profesores y otros trabajadores públicos el pasado 

marzo. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

92 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                                No. 462  agosto  2021 

 

• 
17Las niñas lo tienen más difícil en este país de 'Nunca Jamás'. Los niños no desaparecen, como en 

la historia de Peter Pan, pero muchos son invisibles y sus problemas están olvidados. “La sociedad 

de Guinea Bisáu es profundamente patriarcal”, anota Unicef. “Debido al sesgo de género en el 

acceso a los recursos, la pobreza afecta más a las mujeres que a los hombres. Las jóvenes y las niñas 

son las más vulnerables, con menos acceso a la educación que los varones y con tasas de 

alfabetización en descenso”. La mutilación genital femenina es, además, una práctica generaliza 

tanto en el entorno rural como urbano, subraya el organismo. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
18Los niños menores de 18 años tienen prohibido trabajar en empleos duros, insalubres o peligrosos. 

Sin embargo, en la práctica, la persecución del trabajo infantil es inexistente. En la temporada de 

recogida del anacardo, que supone el 90% de las exportaciones del país, es común que los niños 

ayuden en la labor, abandonando temporalmente la escuela (en el caso de las niñas, es frecuente que 

no vuelvan nunca más a las aulas). Los datos de la encuesta nacional MICS-6 confirman que casi tres 

cuartas partes (73,2%) de los niños de cinco a 11 años se dedican a tareas domésticas y casi una 

cuarta parte (23%) desarrolla actividades económicas. ÁLVARO GARCÍA 
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• 
19"Realizan tareas para las que son demasiado jóvenes o son peligrosos y, por lo tanto, puede 

comprometer su integridad física, mental, así como su normal desarrollo social y educativo", 

denuncia Unicef. Es más frecuente que los niños involucrados en trabajos peligrosos sean de zonas 

rurales (41,5%) frente a los de zonas urbanas (23,7%). ÁLVARO GARCÍA 

 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2021/05/19/album/1621427767_529547.html#foto_gal_1 
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May 26/2021 

'Vivir con un muro de segregación no es normal': así es vivir en Palestina bajo dominio israelí 

Por Ana Estrada / @akulkan 

Fotos: Paulina Estrada 

Imagina que vives en Ciudad de México y tu familia y tú deciden visitar a una tía y tus primos en Querétaro 

por el fin de semana. Preparas una maletita, tu identificación y un permiso especial que un gobierno que no 

es el mexicano te exige para transitar por tu propio país. 

Si todo sale bien, sólo te pedirán tu identificación y mostrar ese “permiso” a la salida de la CDMX y otra vez 

a la entrada de Querétaro. Pero si por alguna razón los militares de algún punto de chequeo no andan de 

buenas, te pedirán revisar el auto en el que viajan, le pedirán a tu mamá mil y un explicaciones para justificar 

el motivo del viaje, exigirán que muestren documento tras documento. 

Así es como viven los palestinos en su propio país. Y esos palestinos que pueden viajar, con todo y chequeos 

y asedio constantes, son los “privilegiados” en un territorio en conflicto desde hace 73 años. 

Te recomendamos: Cómo hago para mantener la calma (y la sonrisa) en tiempos de dolor 

CÓMO ES VIVIR EN PALESTINA 

Palestina está dividida y Cisjordania es la parte más o menos segura del país, al norte, oeste y sur están los 

territorios ocupados por Israel y al este Jordania. La franja de Gaza, que es zona en conflicto gobernada 

por autoridades palestinas, está separada de Cisjordania y se ubica en la frontera con Egipto. 

Es en Ramallah donde se concentra la vida política y económica del país, la gente vive ahí de manera más o 

menos normal. 

¿Cómo es “más o menos”? Las palestinas van al empleo, salen con sus amigas, hacen deporte, ven Netflix. 

Casi igual que en México, pero “la realidad va mucho más allá”, nos cuenta Mays Kuhail, de 25 años, que 

vive en Ramallah. 

“Es un poco difícil contar cómo es la vida aquí porque cuando naces bajo un contexto de  ocupación, la 

vida diaria bajo ocupación es todo lo que conoces y todo lo que sabes. No sabía cómo era la vida más allá 

del muro de segregación, de las fronteras cerradas, de los check points, y esa es la vida en Cisjordania 

donde es relativamente segura”. 

Te puede interesar: Obras que fueron intervenidas como protesta y ahora son parte de la historia 

https://animal.mx/archivo/?busqueda=Ana+Estrada
https://twitter.com/akulkan
https://animal.mx/2020/02/como-hago-para-mantener-la-calma-y-la-sonrisa-en-tiempos-de-dolor/
https://animal.mx/2020/09/obras-de-arte-vandalizadas-en-la-historia/
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Mays (se pronuncia Máys, acentuando la A), es coordinadora de Comunicación en una empresa 

llamada Build Palestine y, como pocas personas de su país, ha tenido la oportunidad de conocer una vida 

lejos del control israelí. 

“En la franja de Gaza hay bloqueo total y nadie puede entrar ni salir, las condiciones de vida son brutales 

para las 2 millones de personas allá, aquí decimos que es la cárcel de aire más grande del mundo”, explica. 

Con Mays platicamos sobre cómo es nacer, crecer y vivir en Palestina, y luego salir y conocer una vida con 

más libertad. 

¿TE PUEDES MOVER LIBREMENTE ENTRE LAS CIUDADES DE CISJORDANIA O AL 

TERRITORIO OCUPADO POR ISRAEL? 

Se puede mover de una ciudad de Cisjordania hacia otra, para mí como ciudadana de Ramallah puedo ir a 

Jericó o Hebrón, pero paso por check points y nos paramos en cada punto donde hay chequeos de identidad, 

de coche, de todo. 

Hay un check point en cada entrada de Ramallah, no todo el tiempo hay soldados, pero pueden cerrar la 

ciudad cuando quieran. Por ejemplo, ahorita (13 de mayo, momento de la entrevista) una entrada del norte de 

Ramallah está cerrada porque cerca hay un asentamiento israelí. 

Lee: “Esto me salvó la vida y puede salvar más vidas”: Elliot Page habla sobre su transición 

Moverme desde Cirjordania, o desde Palestina, a Israel, por ejemplo a Jerusalén, yo no puedo hacerlo. 

Tengo que tener un permiso específico, pedir permiso al gobierno israelí y no siempre puedo lograrlo. Hay 

gente en Palestina que nunca han visto Jerusalén (a 15 kilómetros de Ramallah), nunca han visto Haifa (al 

norte). Es muy difícil moverse. 

Y para la gente en la franja de Gaza es casi imposible, incluso en casos humanos, en casos de necesidad 

médica, a veces no se puede lograr salir de Gaza para ir a un hospital, por ejemplo. Todo es parte de la 

opresión. 

¿PUEDES SALIR DE TU PAÍS? 

Puedo salir del país, claro, pero con mucha dificultad. Tengo que tener permiso de salir del país, visado 

para ir a otros países de Europa o a Estados Unidos, no podemos viajar desde el aeropuerto en Tel Aviv, 

entonces tenemos que cruzar las fronteras desde Cisjordania, de una ciudad que se llama Jericó, cerca de las 

fronteras, hasta Jordania. 

https://www.buildpalestine.com/
https://animal.mx/2021/04/elliot-page-entrevista-oprah-winfrey-transicion/
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CHECK POINT EN PALESTINA. (FOTO: PAULINA ESTRADA) 

¿CÓMO FUE PARA TI CONOCER OTROS PAÍSES? 

En 2016 viví por primera vezfuera del país. Fui a vivir un par de meses a España haciendo un 

intercambio. Un día, mis amigas y yo viajamos al sur de Francia, íbamos en un autobús y cuando cruzamos 

las fronteras mi amiga me dijo que ya estábamos en Francia. Yo no podía entender esa idea que iba de un país 

al otro sin nada de pasaporte, DNI, visado. 

Fue surrealista, no podía creerlo. Cuando ves la normalidad de otros lugares es un golpe en la cara, cuando 

ves cómo vive la gente con libertad, y conoces que puede ser tan fácil, eso te afecta. 

Cuando volví aquí empecé a ver el muro como algo que no es normal, los check points no son normales. 

Checa: Somos, la serie de Netflix que relata la historia de la masacre de Allende, Coahuila 

¿TE HAN CONTADO CÓMO ERA LA VIDA ANTES DE LA LLEGADA DE ISRAEL? 

Mucha gente piensa que lo que está pasando es un conflicto de religión y no es así. Antes de la creación del 

estado israelí había musulmanes, cristianos y judíos, y hasta hoy es así. 

https://animal.mx/2021/05/somos-serie-netflix-masacre-allende-estreno-trailer/
https://animal.mx/2021/05/somos-serie-netflix-masacre-allende-estreno-trailer/
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No es algo religioso, la religión está siendo usada por razones políticas. 

Yo creo que sí podemos tener paz, no sé si nuestra generación va a poder lograrlo, pero tenemos mucha 

esperanza y estamos viendo hoy en día manifestaciones en todas partes de Palestina porque los jóvenes que 

no lo hemos vivido queremos ver paz. 

 

MURO DE SEGREGACIÓN EN PALESTINA. (FOTO: PAULINA ESTRADA) 

¿CÓMO PERCIBEN EL APOYO DE JÓVENES JUDÍOS QUE ESTÁN EN CONTRA DE LA 

OCUPACIÓN ISRAELÍ EN PALESTINA? 

Me gustaría diferenciar mucho entre judaísmo y sionismo. Hemos visto protestas en todo el mundo 

de personas judías que están mostrando su solidaridad a Palestina y condenando las acciones israelíes y 

dicen que el estado de Israel no les representa y que no quieren que se use al judaísmo para hacer lo que 

hacen como una explicación. 

Nosotros (palestinos) sabemos que es el gobierno el que lo está haciendo. 

Puedes leer: El México mágico de Leonora Carrington: museos, calles y jardines del país para ver sus 

obras 

https://animal.mx/2021/05/leonora-carrington-obras-en-mexico/
https://animal.mx/2021/05/leonora-carrington-obras-en-mexico/
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La forma en que recibimos estas muestras es un poquito complicada, obviamente recibimos cualquier llamado 

a la paz, porque al final del día es lo que clamamos y esperamos, pero al mismo tiempo es un poquito difícil 

para las personas que hemos estado tantos años bajo la opresión y subyugación y que un día alguien nos 

digan: “coexistamos, hagámoslo”. 

Creo que será un proceso lento, si es que llega a pasar, pero sí creo en la paz, sí creo que es posible para 

toda la gente, y no es necesario ser una persona “revolucionaria”, sólo tienes que ser humano. Lo que Israel 

está haciendo es inhumano. No es tan complicado como la gente dice, es colonización, es limpieza étnica. 

¿QUÉ PIENSAN LOS PALESTINOS DE Hamás? 

Esta es una pregunta que se nos hace a menudo. La forma en que muchas personas lo ven es que, si bien es 

cierto que Hamás no representa a todos los palestinos, sí representa a un gran número de palestinos. 

Es una pregunta que se nos hace mucho, a veces es un poco molesta porque se utiliza como una forma 

de gaslight a lo que los palestinos sienten o como una forma de justificar lo que Israel hace y no, no hay 

forma de justificar lo que Israel hace. 

Israel ocupó Palestina mucho tiempo antes de que Hamás llegara al poder; Hamás fue creado en 1987, mucho 

después de la llegada de Israel en 1948, y fue creado como una respuesta a lo que está pasando. 

No puedo condonar ni condenar lo que hace Hamás, pero lo que digo es que es una respuesta, la 

resistencia es una respuesta a la ocupación de 73 años de brutalidad, asesinatos, opresión de los 

palestinos, de tantas guerras, aunque no me gusta llamarla guerra porque no es un enfrentamiento entre 

iguales. 

No podemos realmente culparlos ni tampoco decirle a la gente que ha vivido esto durante tantos años que se 

queden ahí y no hagan nada. 

https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-57191159
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“ESTE CAMINO CONDUCE A —, BAJO LA AUTORIDAD PALESTINA. LA ENTRADA A 

CIUDADANOS ISRAELÍES ESTÁ PROHIBIDA, ES PELIGROSO PARA SUS VIDAS Y VA EN 

CONTRA DE LA LEY DE ISRAEL”. (FOTO: PAULINA ESTRADA) 

¿ES DIFERENTE LA RESPUESTA DE LA GENTE ALREDEDOR DEL MUNDO AHORA QUE 

USTEDES MUESTRAN LO QUE SUCEDE EN REDES SOCIALES? 

Veo muchas más personas educándose en lo que sucede, ahora podemos mostrar qué pasa exactamente, si es 

una protesta, un tiroteo o lo que pasa en el barrio Sheik Jarrah (en Jerusalén), la gente puede ver realmente 

qué es lo que pasa y no tenemos que quedarnos con los medios de comunicación como única fuente para 

mostrar desde una narrativa que no es nuestra. 

Lo que sucede ahora es que somos capaces de tener el control de lo que se cuenta y somos capaces de 

compartir y la gente está escuchando y quiere escuchar. 

Ha pasado tanto tiempo, son 73 años, pero es la primera vez que podemos grabar todo en nuestros teléfonos 

y mostrarle al mundo lo que está pasando y también compartir a la gente. 

Hay personas que buscan traducir lo que está pasando para compartir la información, o hacer voluntariado 

digital, o diseñan formas de compartir la información. 
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Además, vemos a gente educando a otra gente a través de Instagram o TikTok, a través de videos, de música, 

de muchísimas formas distintas que no existían cuando nuestros padres eran más jóvenes. 

Mis papás no sabían, no había forma en su tiempo de grabar o tomar sus propias fotos y dejaban que otros 

tuvieran el control de su narrativa, y ahora tenemos videos en vivo y la gente del mundo puede ver lo que 

pasa. Están muy impresionados. 

 

MEZQUITA DE AL-AQSA EN LA CIUDAD VIEJA DE JERUSALÉN. (FOTO: PAULINA ESTRADA) 
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