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R▲miR0     @ramiroarganaraz 
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https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz
https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChileResiste?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChileViolaLosDerechosHumanos?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChileDespierta?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BoliviaResiste?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BoliviaGolpeDeEstado?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz/status/1196030877748387840/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz/status/1196030877748387840/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz
https://twitter.com/ramiroarganaraz/status/1196030877748387840/photo/1
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Violencia contra la mujer 

El 25 de noviembre se conmemora el “Día internacional de la no Violencia contra la Mujer”, el cual tiene sus 

orígenes en el año de 1960, cuando las hermanas Mirabal, quienes eran unas luchadoras sociales y políticas en 

la causa por la libertad y democracia, en República Dominicana, fueron asesinadas por el entonces dictador 

Rafael Trujillo Molina. Esta fecha fue difundiéndose entre los grupos feministas y organizaciones de mujeres 

como inicio de lucha y denuncia contra la violencia hacia las mujeres. 

Finalmente, en 1999, una resolución de Naciones Unidas lo declara "Día Internacional de la no Violencia 

hacia las Mujeres". 

La violencia contra la mujer, tiene sus antecedentes en las relaciones de poder históricamente desiguales entre 

hombres y mujeres; e infortunadamente, el internet ha abierto un canal más en el que las mujeres se 

encuentran vulneradas para participar libremente en la esfera pública. 

El engaño y la captación de mujeres a través de redes sociales para trata; el ciberacoso, en el que se utilizan 

las aplicaciones móviles y/o servicios de mensajería para ejercer control, el sexting y la sextorsión - cuando 

las mujeres cometen el error de confiar en quien no debían y envían fotos privadas- para después ser 

extorsionadas o amenazadas con difundir las imágenes, si no entregan cierta cantidad de dinero o realizan 

actos en contra de su voluntad o el doxeo (divulgación en internet de datos privados que revelan la identidad 

de una persona con el fin de causar alarma o malestar), son sólo algunos ejemplos de esta lamentable realidad. 

Un estudio de Amnistía Internacional reveló que el 23% de mujeres encuestadas en 8 países, han 

experimentado abusos o acoso en internet. El informe #ToxicTwitter: Violence and Abuse against Women 

Online concluye que las mujeres son víctimas de violencia y comportamientos abusivos en este sitio de 

microblogging. 

El día internacional de la no violencia contra la mujer, debe ser mucho más que un día para convocar a la 

reflexión, requiere concientizar a los hombres, desde sus etapas tempranas de vida, que todos los seres 

humanos debemos ser respetados y a nosotras las mujeres, nos corresponde la tarea de valorarnos y cuidarnos, 

para que ya sea en la vida cotidiana o digital, seamos respetadas por nosotras mismas y por quienes nos 

rodean. 

En esta próxima fecha, los diversos medios de comunicación, las instancias oficiales, académicas, 

empresarios y organizaciones civiles, hagamos unidad, trabajando juntos en pro de una sociedad más justa. 

@margabyvaca 

https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/analisis/violencia-contra-la-mujer-4494720.html  

https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/analisis/violencia-contra-la-mujer-4494720.html
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https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/editoriales/2019/11/15/pepe-san-854460.html 

 

https://i.avoz.es/sc/3UJ6hLaUK8mbNHkDTXN5ZMXXafI=/600x/2019/11/24/00161574617156682845231/F

oto/machismo.jpg 

https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/editoriales/2019/11/15/pepe-san-854460.html
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Shutterstock 

Facial recognition misclassifies transgender and non-binary people, study finds 

By Vanessa Taylor 

Debates around facial recognition technology have continued to heat up — and it has even resulted in cities 

like San Francisco banning the tech's use by local government. Now, a new study has confirmed yet another 

one of the technology's shortcomings: facial recognition can't classify transgender or non-binary people. As 

more government agencies and private companies explore facial recognition, the technology's failures leave 

already vulnerable populations open to increased risk. 

The study, conducted by Jed Brubaker, Jacob Paul, and Morgan Klaus Scheuerman from the University of 

Colorado Boulder's Information Science department, tested popular face analysis services from Amazon, 

Clarifai, IBM, and Microsoft. 

Researchers collected 2,450 pictures from Instagram. Each picture was labeled by its owner with a hashtag 

indicating their gender. From there, researchers had seven groups of 350 images: #woman, #man, 

#transwoman, #transman, #agender, #agenderqueer, and #nonbinary. 

The systems were most accurate when it came to cis men and women, getting it right 97.6 and 98.4 percent of 

the time respectively. However, when it comes to trans and non-binary individuals, that's where things took a 

turn. 

https://www.mic.com/profile/vanessa-taylor-2211923
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jessedamiani/2019/10/29/new-research-reveals-facial-recognition-software-misclassifies-transgender-non-binary-people/#5d967de9606b
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/eb2cd9_963fbde2284f4a72b33ea2ad295fa6d3.pdf
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Trans men were misgendered as women up to 38 percent of the time. People who are agender, genderqueer, 

and nonbinary were misgendered 100 percent of the time. 

“We found that facial analysis services performed consistently worse on transgender individuals, and were 

universally unable to classify non-binary genders,” Scheuerman, the paper's lead author, said. “While there 

are many different types of people out there, these systems have an extremely limited view of what gender 

looks like.” 

Part of the problem is that facial recognition can only recognize what it's taught. If it is only shown gender 

through a binary, then that's all it can see, and it will try to fit everybody within that — regardless of whether 

it's actually appropriate. 

While this study is important, trans people have raised the alarm on facial recognition before. Os Keyes, 

a PhD student at the University of Washington's Department of Human Centered Design & Engineering, 

tackled automatic gender recognition by examining 30 years of facial recognition research. 

In a November 2018 research paper, Keyes wrote that the models used to approach gender "fundamentally 

erase transgender people, excluding their concerns, needs, and existences from both design and research." 

The issues posed by facial recognition's failure to see trans and non-binary people are severe. For 

example, landlords in New York are already trying to use facial recognition in rent-stabilized apartment 

buildings to replace keys. Keyes told VentureBeat that this could lead to trans people getting flagged and law 

enforcement called, which is especially dangerous for trans people of color. 

These concerns are not far-fetched, especially when remembering that facial recognition already fails to see 

Black people. Those who live at various intersections, whose humanity is already rendered invisible in 

society, then become invisible to the machines that it produces. 

Many have expressed concerns that facial recognition will only codify various forms of oppression and 

research is making that alarmingly clear. The solution to this problem rests beyond shoving trans and non-

binary people into datasets to train facial recognition, but perhaps instead asking if this technology needs to 

exist at all. 

 

https://www.mic.com/p/facial-recognition-misclassifies-transgender-non-binary-people-study-finds-19281490 

  

https://www.colorado.edu/today/2019/10/08/facial-recognition-software-has-gender-problem
https://ironholds.org/
https://ironholds.org/resources/papers/agr_paper.pdf#page=19&zoom=100,0,710
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/28/nyregion/rent-stabilized-buildings-facial-recognition.html#click=https://t.co/oEZSqLAFUx
https://venturebeat.com/2019/04/24/a-transgender-ai-researchers-nightmare-scenarios-for-facial-recognition-software/
https://afrotech.com/san-francisco-banned-facial-recognition-technology-because-its-too-dangerous-but-black-and-brown-communities-across-the-country-are-still-at-risk
https://afrotech.com/san-francisco-banned-facial-recognition-technology-because-its-too-dangerous-but-black-and-brown-communities-across-the-country-are-still-at-risk
https://www.mic.com/p/facial-recognition-misclassifies-transgender-non-binary-people-study-finds-19281490
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   PLANTU     @plantu    RACISME : le dessin du Monde de ce mardi 29 octobre. 

 

 

https://www.noticiasdenavarra.com/ocio-y-cultura/humor  

https://twitter.com/plantu
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1189135170936496133/photo/1
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1189135170936496133/photo/1
https://www.noticiasdenavarra.com/ocio-y-cultura/humor
https://twitter.com/plantu
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1189135170936496133/photo/1
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Discriminación y odio contra comunidad LGBTI: en 4 años, se han investigado 390 delitos 

Los estados en los que se registraron más delitos cometidos contra esta comunidad entre 2013 y 2017 son la 

CDMX, Puebla, Nuevo León, Chiapas y Querétaro. 

 

Cuartoscuro Archivo 

PorEréndira Aquino 

@ere_aquino 

 

En cuatro años se iniciaron 390 carpetas de investigación en el país por delitos cometidos contra personas 

LGBTI, principalmente por discriminación (217), homicidios (100) y lesiones (52). 

De acuerdo con el Informe Especial sobre la Situación de los Derechos Humanos de las personas lesbianas, 

gay, bisexuales, travestis, transgénero, transexuales e intersexuales (LGBTI), los estados en los que se 

registraron más delitos cometidos contra esta comunidad entre enero de 2013 y diciembre de 2017 son la 

Ciudad de México (249), Puebla (29), Nuevo León (16), Chiapas (15) y Querétaro (11). 

El informe, elaborado por la Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos (CNDH), indica que de 

discriminación, delito con mayor número de denuncias, los estados en que se investigan más casos son la 

Ciudad de México (193), Aguascalientes (4), Puebla (4), Querétaro (4) y Estado de México (3). 

https://www.animalpolitico.com/author/eaquino/
https://twitter.com/ere_aquino
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PUBLICIDAD 

Entérate: Discriminación, homicidio y lesiones, los delitos que más sufre la población LGBTI en México 

Las personas que más denunciaron sufrir discriminación fueron las que se identifican como bisexuales, 

seguidas de las personas transexuales, lesbianas y homosexuales. 

En homicidios, las entidades en las que se registraron más carpetas de investigación son Puebla (24), Ciudad 

de México (11), Nuevo León (11), Chiapas (9) y Campeche (8). 

Las personas travestis fueron las que tuvieron mayor número de víctimas de homicidios, seguidas de 

homosexuales, transgénero y transexuales. 

Sin embargo, se desconoce el número total de delitos contra personas LGBTI que se investigan en el país, 

debido a que las Procuradurías y Fiscalías estatales de Morelos, Oaxaca, Sonora, Jalisco y Tlaxcala no dieron 

información a la CNDH sobre las carpetas de investigación iniciadas por este tipo de ilícitos. 

La CNDH destacó además que, en los estados de Baja California y Guanajuato, no se encuentra tipificada la 

discriminación como un delito. 

Víctimas de bullying 

Otra forma en la que se vulneran los derechos de las personas LGBTI es el acoso escolar o bullying cometido 

dentro de centros escolares del país. De acuerdo con la Comisión Nacional, se han presentado al menos 53 

quejas ante las secretarías de Educación estatales por esta situación. 

Las entidades donde han reportado casos de bullying homo, lesbo, bi y transfóbico son Quintana Roo (25), 

Morelos (13), Estado de México (7), Tlaxcala (3), Hidalgo (3), Guanajuato (1) y Aguascalientes (1). 

En el caso del acoso escolar tampoco es posible determinar el total de situaciones que se han presentado en 

todo el país, dado que estados como Colima, Chiapas, Michoacán y Puebla no dieron información al respecto 

a la CNDH. 

En 17 estados, las autoridades de Educación dijeron a la Comisión que se implementaron acciones afirmativas 

a favor de la población LGBTI. Estos estados son Baja California Sur, Campeche, Coahuila, Colima, Ciudad 

de México y Durango. 

También se implementaron acciones afirmativas, como talleres, pláticas y conferencias en Guanajuato, 

Hidalgo, Jalisco, Estado de México, Morelos, Nuevo León, Querétaro, Quintana Roo, Tabasco, Tlaxcala y 

Zacatecas. 

En estados como Baja California, Chihuahua, Nayarit, Tamaulipas y Yucatán, las Secretarías de Educación 

señalaron a la CNDH que no se capacita al personal escolar en temas de derechos humanos y derechos de las 

personas LGBT, ni se implementan acciones afirmativas. 

https://www.animalpolitico.com/2019/10/delitos-poblacion-lgbti-mexico-cndh/
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Entre enero de 2019 y julio de 2019, la CNDH recibió 68 quejas por presuntas violaciones de derechos 

humanos de personas LGBTI, entre ellas 4 quejas por prestación indebida de servicios educativos y 2 por 

limitar el acceso a la educación. 

El periodismo libre necesita de sus lectores. 

Sigamos contando las historias que importan. 

 

Suscríbete 

a Animal Político. 

#YoSoyAnimal 

Negligencia y discriminación en instituciones de salud 

 En su informe, la CNDH señaló que los servicios de salud son un espacio donde se presentan distintas 

modalidades de discriminación contra personas LGBTI, entre ellas la negación de atención e incluso, en el 

caso de las personas intersexuales, pueden ser objeto de cirugías precoces, decididas por sus padres o el 

personal médico. 

Los estados en los que se presentaron quejas contra las Secretarías de Salud por presuntas violaciones de este 

derecho a este grupo de población son Ciudad de México (29), Nuevo León (2), San Luis Potosí (1), 

Guanajuato (1) y Coahuila (1). 

Entre los actos que más se denunciaron en las quejas se encuentra el omitir proporcionar atención médica 

(10), omitir suministrar medicamentos (4), limitar el acceso al servicio público de salud (1) y negligencia 

médica (1). 

También se mencionó el omitir implementar la infraestructura necesaria para una adecuada prestación de los 

servicios de salud (1) y realizar deficientemente trámites médicos (1). 

Por ello, la Comisión concluyó que “algunos servicios de salud no suelen estar preparados para atender a estas 

poblaciones conforme a su dignidad y derechos, ni conforme a sus necesidades específicas”. 

Derecho al matrimonio, solo en algunos estados 

Respecto al derecho al matrimonio, la CNDH indicó que, por principio de igualdad jurídica, las personas 

LGBTI deberían tener garantizado el poder casarse. 

 Sin embargo, solo en 11 estados se encuentra reconocido el matrimonio igualitario: Ciudad de México, 

Quintana Roo, Coahuila, Nayarit, Colima, Campeche, Michoacán, Morelos, San Luis Potosí, Hidalgo y Baja 

California Sur. 

https://www.animalpolitico.com/suscribete
https://www.animalpolitico.com/suscribete
https://www.animalpolitico.com/suscribete
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En Jalisco, Chiapas, Puebla, Nuevo León y Aguascalientes, las personas LGBTI pueden casarse, pero 

requieren de un amparo para poder hacerlo. 

En Chihuahua y Oaxaca, los matrimonios igualitarios pueden celebrarse solo por disposición del Ejecutivo 

local o del Registro Civil. 

Para la CNDH, la restricción a las personas LGBT para formar familias, debido a que se considera el 

matrimonio como una manera de perpetuar la especie, constituye un acto de discriminación, dado que 

contraviene el derecho a la igualdad de todas las personas. 

Sumado a ello, la Comisión señala que solo en siete estados existe el reconocimiento legal a la identidad de 

género: Ciudad de México, Nayarit, Michoacán, Colima, Coahuila, Hidalgo y Oaxaca. 

Por estos hechos, la CNDH expresó su preocupación por los prejuicios y estigmas que provocan el rechazo e 

intolerancia de las personas LGBT. 

“En México, sigue existiendo un problema de discriminación y violencia en agravio de las poblaciones 

LGBTI, el cual pone en riesgo sus derechos humanos a la vida, integridad personal, libertad y seguridad 

jurídica, por citar algunos”, indicó. 

Además, el organismo advirtió que no existen mecanismos o instrumentos para el monitoreo y evaluación de 

políticas públicas a favor de personas LGBTI. 

Por ello, propuso a las distintas autoridades e instancias del Estado mexicano adoptar un enfoque amplio en 

materia de derechos humanos e inclusión sustantiva, a fin de garantizar a las personas LGBTI el pleno 

disfrute y ejercicio de sus derechos en igualdad de condiciones que el resto de la población. 

A la Secretaría de Gobernación, recomendó instrumentar una política de Estado de carácter transversal a favor 

de la inclusión y el respeto a la diversidad, la orientación sexual, la identidad, expresión de género y 

características sexuales. 

A la Secretaría de la Educación Pública pidió impulsar la educación sexual y reproductiva, laica y basada en 

evidencia científica, que comprenda un abordaje sociocultural de la sexualidad, para contribuir con la 

reducción de actos de discriminación motivados por orientación sexual, identidad y expresión de género. 

A la Fiscalía General de la República y fiscalías estatales, recomendó investigar bajo el estándar de debida 

diligencia y enfoque de derechos humanos los delitos en que se presuma que la víctima lo fue en razón de su 

orientación sexual, identidad o expresión de género, agotando todas las líneas de investigación. 

A la Secretaría de Salud, asegurar que se cumpla el Protocolo para el Acceso sin Discriminación a la 

Prestación de Servicios de Atención Médica de las personas LGBTI y Guías de Atención Específicas, y evitar 

realizar cirugías precoces a personas intersexuales. 

Lo que hacemos en Animal Político requiere de periodistas profesionales, trabajo en equipo, mantener diálogo 

con los lectores y algo muy importante: independencia. Tú puedes ayudarnos a seguir. Sé parte del 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

13 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

equipo. Suscríbete a Animal Político, recibe beneficios y apoya el periodismo libre. 

 

#YoSoyAnimal 

https://www.animalpolitico.com/2019/11/delitos-comunidad-lgbti-odio-discriminacion/ 

  

https://www.animalpolitico.com/suscribete
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2019/11/delitos-comunidad-lgbti-odio-discriminacion/
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   The Cartoon Movement  @cartoonmovement 

Girls' Empowerment. Today’s by   @Adenecartoon  : https://cartoonmovement.com/cartoon/60849 

 

 

https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement
https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement
https://twitter.com/Adenecartoon
https://t.co/G76k0wd5Qp?amp=1
https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement/status/1192364773809311745/photo/1
https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement/status/1192364773809311745/photo/1
https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement
https://twitter.com/cartoonmovement/status/1192364773809311745/photo/1
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La agenda de género del nuevo gobierno 

La urgencia también es feminista 

El paisaje de tierra arrasada que deja el gobierno de la alianza Cambiemos afecta de manera diferencial a 

mujeres, lesbianas, travestis y trans: 26% de desocupación para las más jóvenes y el triple para la población 

trans, sin ninguna política de prevención de la violencia machista y sin justicia reproductiva, por citar sólo 

algunos de los puntos más urgentes de la agenda feminista que tendrá que enfrentar el próximo gobierno. 

Durante la campaña, el Frente de Todes propuso la creación de un Ministerio de la Mujer, la Igualdad y la 

Diversidad ¿cuáles son las tareas que tendrá a cargo? ¿Es esta la política pública que se demanda? Cuatro 

referentes feministas reflexionan sobre estas preguntas y marcan agenda desde distintos ámbitos. 

Por Candelaria Dominguez 

 

Imagen: Ximena Talento, Jose Nico y Sebastián Freire 

El panorama económico y social que deja el gobierno de Mauricio Macri es, por supuesto, mayor desigualdad 

para las mujeres y personas lgtbiq+. Con un presupuesto mísero destinado a víctimas de violencia de género, 

un desempleo del 26% en mujeres jóvenes según el Indec y aún mayor en la comunidad trans-travesti, sin 

Justicia reproductiva La resistencia feminista, que organizó el primer paro a Macri, generando así las alianzas 
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necesarias para establecer la lucha en las calles, como se vio en los paros del 8M y en las vigilias por el aborto 

legal del año pasado denunció esta situación que no será fácil de revertir. 

Con la llegada de un cambio de gobierno se abren muchísimas preguntas en materia de género: feminicidios y 

tranfemicidios, violencias machistas, justicia reproductiva, división sexual del trabajo -y la enorme injusticia 

de las tareas de cuidado sobre las espaldas de las mujeres como trabajo no pago-, la desocupación y la brecha 

salariala son algunos de los temas más urgentes para mujeres y personas lgbtiq+; hasta ahora, la política más 

clara expresada por el Frente de Todes en la campaña es la creación de un Ministerio de la Mujer, la Igualdad 

y la Diversidad. Dora Barrancos, Lara Bertolini, Mariela Labozzetta, Patricia Laterra y Verónica Aspiroz 

Cleñán, referentes feministas, reflexionan sobre la agenda urgente y sobre la efectividad o no de la 

herramienta ministerial. 

 

Dora Barrancos: Todo el país con ESI 

Investigadora, socióloga e historiadora feminista. Formó parte del directorio de CONICET hasta mayo de este 

año cuando renunció en protesta por la reducción presupuestaria que afectó a la institución y a la ciencia en 

general. Su reciente candidatura a senadora por la Ciudad de Buenos Aires la mantuvo sin respiro: “Fue un 

acto de entrega que hice con mucho desapego”. 

-Se está hablando mucho de tu nombre para el Ministerio de la Mujer, la Igualdad y la Diversidad que se 

crearía en la gestión de Alberto Fernández, ¿es así? 
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-No, no hay nada de eso. Es un bello movimiento de alta sororidad, pero tengo un íntimo convencimiento de 

que es fundamental renovar y de que sea la hora de que quien se haga cargo tenga disponibilidad absoluta. 

Porque tiene que encarar una serie de enormes tareas, para lo cual se requiere preparación, convicción 

feminista y que abrace a todas las causas de las diversidades. 

-También está la cuestión de si las demandas feministas deben concentrarse en un ministerio o ser 

transversales. ¿Qué opinás respecto de este punto? 

-Esa es la tarea del Ministerio. Además de crear políticas de prevención, la primera tarea es hacer la 

transversalidad y hacer que todo el gabinete entre en relación dinámica con las políticas generadas en cada 

uno de los espacios y no únicamente el gueto administrativo o burocrático de las cuestiones de género. Es una 

de las tareas fuertes del ministerio. 

-¿Cuáles son los desafíos que encara ahora el gobierno de Alberto Fernández para la agenda feminista? 

-El gobierno de Macri y el Instituto de la Mujer dejan una sub ejecución dramática. Creo que el Instituto no 

tuvo los recursos que necesitaba para poder llevar adelante una política responsable. No hubo articulación con 

el Ministerio de Educación, no hubo planes de prevención de violencia. La prevención no es sólo entregar 

botones anti pánico y tobilleras. Es una cosa más grande, más intensa y extensiva. Por eso, primero tenemos 

que hacer prevención de la violencia. Hay que llevar adelante políticas aceitadas en el poder judicial. Ver 

cómo articular la formación permanente de magistradas y magistrados. Está la Ley Micaela, pero, además hay 

que proponerles a todos los organismos de justicia en cada jurisdicción que haya una formación permanente 

en estos temas. También debe haber estimulación para que los Estados provinciales complementen con la Ley 

de Educación Sexual Integral y formación antipatriarcal. 

Además, necesitamos que el Estado entre muy fuertemente en el mercado laboral con diversos mecanismos. 

Primero se necesita prohibir los mensajes sexistas en la demanda de empleo. El mercado laboral tiene mucha 

misoginia. Sobre todo, en algunos rubros como, por ejemplo, la ingeniería electrónica, mecánica, petrolera, 

etc. 

¿Cómo ves el futuro de la Ciencia con el cambio de gobierno? 

-Bueno, lo veo con un optimismo absoluto, no de la noche a la mañana porque, aun cuando entendemos la 

gravedad del retroceso que hubo, todos y todas estamos conscientes de que no va a ser la prioridad número 1 

el día 10 de diciembre. Obviamente hay que resolver las deterioradas condiciones de vida de nuestro país, 

pero obviamente hay que ver cómo se aumenta el presupuesto, la cuota de ingreso de investigadoras e 

investigadores al Conicet que cayó en un 50%, tenemos que volver a ese crecimiento extraordinario que hubo 

con el gobierno que terminó en 2015. Hay muchísimas cuestiones que hay que hacer, el re-empinamiento del 

Conicet con una ampliación notable de la captación para la carrera, aumento de los subsidios y articulación 

importante para los 10 planes estratégicos de desarrollo tecnológico y productivo en el país, que es una tarea 

que va a tener el ministerio -recuperado- de ciencia y tecnología en articulación con las provincias. También 

tenemos que ver qué condiciones de trabajo habrá en las becas. 

-Con respecto a la Interrupción Voluntaria del Embarazo, ¿cómo ves la nueva conformación del Congreso? 
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-Creemos que estamos a un diputado o diputada para el quórum propio, según la información que manejo. 

Igualmente hay que pensar varias cosas en este aspecto. Primero, no toda la representación de nuestro Frente 

adhiere al proyecto. Pero cambia el Senado también, esperemos que ahí haya muchas más chances. 

Igualmente estoy segura de que volveremos a tratar la ley en estos próximos años. Será ley. 

Patricia Laterra: Socializar las tareas de cuidado 
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 Patricia Laterra es Licenciada en Economía por la Universidad de Buenos Aires, Maestranda en Estudios de 

Género por la Universidad de Ciencias Sociales y Empresariales (UCES) y becaria doctoral del CONICET en 

temas de economía feminista 

-¿Qué balance haces de la gestión económica de Macri y cómo afectó a las mujeres y personas lgtbiq+? 

-La economía del macrismo fue perjudicial para las mujeres y disidencias. El ajuste fue sostenido 

principalmente en los cuerpos de las mujeres y las personas LGTBI, que son quienes más se encuentran en 

estado precario. Las mujeres cis fundamentalmente, porque sostienen todas las tareas de cuidado y crianza; 

donde el Estado no llegaba o se recortaba, era suplido con trabajo no pago. Podemos ver cómo el aumento del 

endeudamiento de las familias que se debió al estallido de la crisis más el trabajo no pago de las mujeres cis 

sortearon uno de los períodos más duros desde la vuelta a la democracia. Esto se vio en los índices de 

desocupación en mujeres jóvenes- 1 de cada 5 jóvenes de 14 a 29 años es desempleada- y en las tasas de 

participación en el mercado de trabajo. En el caso de las personas LGTBI no sólo sufrimos estigmatización, 

sino que el presupuesto dedicado a las poquísimas leyes que hay a nuestro favor, se redujo en términos reales. 

-¿Qué respuestas tendrá que dar el gobierno de Fernández en políticas de género asociadas a la economía? 

-Tímidamente empieza a estar en boca de parlamentarios el Sistema Nacional de Cuidados. Se habló de 

desigualdad y el cuidado es un eje fundamental para revertirla. Socializar el cuidado a través de políticas 

públicas es una medida que impactaría de forma inmediata y firme en el bienestar, no sólo de las mujeres sino 

en el conjunto de la sociedad. Lo que se necesita es hacer públicas las tareas de cuidado, eso implicaría 

inversión para realizar estas políticas, trabajo debidamente remunerado y claro consumo. 

Mariela Labozzetta: Una agenda feminista transversal a todos los ministerios 

Mariela Labozzetta es la titular de UFEM (Unidad Fiscal Especializada en violencia contra las Mujeres). 

UFEM recibe denuncias, lleva adelante casos en los que cientos de mujeres no pueden denunciar en 

comisarías comunes por no tener acceso o no ser escuchadas. El proceso judicial es revictimizante y, en 

muchos casos, deriva en fallos patriarcales como el caso de Lucía Pérez. Si se crea un Ministerio de la Mujer 

y la Diversidad, ¿cómo se articulará con el sistema judicial? 

-¿Qué desafíos tiene el próximo gobierno respecto de la justicia y género? 

-Lo primero que hay que pensar es en el anuncio del Ministerio que se aboque a políticas públicas 

específicamente de género o una coordinación ministerial, así no quedas acotada, como el Inam, y el punto no 

es cerrar la agenda del feminismo a la violencia, sino pensar en la economía, en la seguridad, en trabajo. Hay 

muchos temas trasversales a tratar. Hay que ver como se bajan las políticas públicas a todas las carteras del 

Estado.  



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

20 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

 

-¿Qué se puede hacer con la justicia patriarcal, capacitación a magistradxs, fallos de casos de violencia? 

-En el tema de la justicia en particular, hay mucho para hacer. El ministerio público todavía tiene un trabajo 

acotado. Hay que pensar desde ahí una política criminal a nivel federal, cada provincia tiene su propia lógica 

y una diversidad absoluta de enfoques en cuanto a femicidios y a las violencias en general. Números 

unificados de los casos de violencia de género; una política centralizada de cómo se abordan los crímenes de 

género, cómo se van a seguir y que dejen de estar en la agenda judicial de manera secundaria detrás de temas 

como el crimen organizado. No se pude centralizar la política de seguridad pensando que las fuerzas de 

seguridad van a solucionar la violencia machista, es un error punitivizar. Hay que pensar en prevención, en 

grupos de atención que estén preparados también para enseñar a los grupos de seguridad. En cada pueblito 

hay una comisaría, seria interesantísimo hacer una red. Si podemos trabajar en formación, concientización, 
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que haya agencias del estado que puedan recibir denuncias de las mujeres. Pensar un trabajo articulado entre 

justicia y seguridad es interesante. 

Verónica Aspiroz Cleñan: revertir el despojo territorial de los pueblos originarios 

 

foto: Daniela Liska 

Verónica Aspiroz Cleñán es integrante de la comunidad mapuche Epulafquen de Los Toldos, provincia de 

Buenos Aires. La pelea por la plurinacionalidad la llevó a dar el debate en las asambleas previas al Encuentro 

de La Plata y a los talleres hace dos semanas. El reclamo por el reconocimiento de las naciones pre-existentes 

a la conformación del Estado y sus múltiples reivindicaciones data de muchos gobiernos ya. 

¿Qué temas pendientes tiene el nuevo gobierno en materia de género y en especial para las mujeres de 

pueblos originarios? 

-Tiene varios. Primero, incorporar la variable étnica y lingüística en el sistema de información del nuevo 

ministerio. Segundo, diseñar políticas de género con pertinencia cultural, es decir, el género y los vínculos de 

género son particulares a cada cultura, no se puede homogeneizar, blanquear y urbanizar a todas las mujeres 

porque no somos todas urbanas, blancas. Tercero, Deben facilitar los procesos de justicia en casos de 

violencia de género y que cada pueblo o nación originaria la pueda aplicar basada en el valor de reparación 
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del daño. El pluralismo jurídico es posible si hay reconocimiento de derechos sociales y políticos que tenemos 

las mujeres que venimos de sistemas matriarcales. También, el reconocimiento de la primera violencia de 

género de parte del Estado patriarcal: el genocidio mapuche y de pueblos originarios y el despojo territorial. 

-¿El despojo territorial es un tema fundamental para la nueva gestión? 

- La hermandad entre las mujeres de pueblos originarios es primero con el territorio-vida y después con las 

pares. Sin territorio no es posible reproducir nuestro modo de vida y no queremos ni nos merecemos ser 

despojadas por el agronegocio, ni la megaminería ni cualquier empresa trasnacional. El Estado debe 

refundarse y hacer viable un modelo de transición hacia el Buen Vivir. No fuimos ni seremos depredadores 

del agua, ni del bosque, ni de la cordillera. Seremos vida donde nos han sembrado. 

Lara Bertolini: desocupación, travesticidios e invisibilización 

 

La falta de estadísticas oficiales sobre las condiciones de vida de la comunidad trans-travesti es una de las 

causas por las que carecen de políticas públicas que sirvan a mejorar factores como la salud, el acceso al 

empleo y la vivienda. Por un análisis realizado en 2014 se sabe que las cifras de desempleo alcanzan a un 

80%. Pero no hay datos de organismos oficiales. Lara Bertolini es activista del colectivo LGTTBIQ+, 

luchadora incansable, estudiante de derecho en la UNDAV y traVajadora judicial. 
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¿Qué deja el gobierno actual en las condiciones de vida de la comunidad trans-travesti? 

-Yo no puedo tener Orgullo porque mis hermanas no tienen subsidio habitacional por discriminación-, porque 

la Justicia no respeta sus identidades; donde mis hermanas no reciben el boleto estudiantil, por ejemplo, el 

Mocha Celis, que hoy no tiene acceso al boleto. Hay una herencia sistematizada y una regresión en derechos y 

políticas públicas abismal. Rechazo a la entrega de tratamientos hormonales, rechazo a la entrega de 

medicamentos a compañeras trans-migrantes por el hecho de serlo, cuando el derecho a la salud es un derecho 

humano a nivel nacional y a nivel internacional. Todas estas consecuencias de las acciones económicas en 

beneficios de latifundistas, esta pseudo comandanta Patricia Bullrich que ha armado un aparato siniestro de 

persecución y de represión que afectó a los grupos sociales más vulnerados, la doctrina Chocobar que habilita 

el gatillo fácil. Las trans y las travas no estamos registradas como una clase social marginal. Vemos que el 

movimiento feminista ha sido precursor de resistencia, de lucha colectiva. La falta de estadísticas oficiales de 

la Nación, estadísticas que haga el INDEC, eso crucial para entender cuál es el estado de nuestro colectivo. 

Desde el 2012 el cupo laboral trans en provincia está legislado pero no está reglamentado, en CABA tampoco. 

Lo positivo que nos queda es la resistencia que dimos en estos años y el paro del 8M que hicimos las mujeres, 

lesbianas, travestis, trans y no binaries. 

¿Cómo ves la creación del Ministerio de la Mujer, Igualdad y la Diversidad? 

-Yo creo que habría que pensarlo desde algo superior, porque está avanzando el concepto plurinacional, pluri 

identitario. Hay que crear un Ministerio de la Identidad, más allá de ese jugo multifruta que dice ser la 

“diversidad”, cuando cada grupo social necesita políticas particulares. No se pueden aplicar políticas que son 

para la mujer para la población trans, porque son diferentes en muchos puntos. Si seguimos aplicando 

políticas binarias a un colectivo donde la identidad es ajena al binarismo, no van a cubrir todas las 

necesidades. La multiplicidad de género es un derecho fundamental. Es un error crear el Ministerio de la 

Mujer y la Diversidad, estaría cometiendo las mismas falencias de restricción de derechos que hizo durante 

décadas el machismo y la heterosexualidad.   

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228345-la-urgencia-tambien-es-feminista 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228345-la-urgencia-tambien-es-feminista
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  PLANTU    @plantu 

QUOTAS POUR LES MIGRANTS. Le dessin du Monde de ce mardi 5 novembre. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/plantu
https://twitter.com/plantu
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1191719789204512768/photo/1
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1191719789204512768/photo/1
https://twitter.com/plantu
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1191719789204512768/photo/1
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Adult day cares in the Rio Grande Valley are a cultural phenomenon. What can they teach us about 

health and wellness in an aging world? 

– 

by Daniel Blue Tyx 

@danielbluetyx 

January 8, 2018 

“La calavera,” the caller intoned, as Beatriz García placed a turquoise glass bead over the skull-and-

crossbones icon on one of the two brightly colored cards on the table in front of her. It was 9 a.m. on a 

Tuesday morning at Lindos Momentos Adult Day Care in McAllen, and the chalupa — a bingo-like game 

featuring iconography drawn from Mexican folklore — was already in full swing. 

Beatriz, 74, has five children and worked for 21 years in a local elementary school cafeteria. Her husband, 

Guillermo, sits at her side. He’s 80 and picked cotton for 25 cents an hour as a migrant farmworker in his 

youth, and later worked as a handyman. When they both retired in 2004, they tried staying at home, but found 

it hard to manage on their own due to Beatriz’s bad knees, Guillermo’s health woes, including quintuple 

bypass surgery, and their youngest son Ray’s schizophrenia and depression. So they decided to give adult day 

care a try. 

“Guillermo didn’t want to come,” Beatriz remembered. “But he came, and he liked it, and now I can’t get him 

to stop.” 

https://www.texasobserver.org/author/daniel-tyx/
https://twitter.com/danielbluetyx?lang=en
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“This is our second house,” said Ray, 51, who is on disability and lives with his parents. Like nearly everyone 

at Lindos Momentos, he carries his own personalized chalupa kit in a leather pencil case that includes cards, 

beads and a feather for luck. “I come here to clear my mind, and just be around people. When you’re at home 

by yourself, you get lonesome.” 

Guillermo and Beatriz García, left, joke with Delia Pantaleon, right, and their son Ray García, behind, in 

between chalupa games at Lindos Momentos.  NATHAN LAMBRECHT 

The Garcías are three of an estimated 34,200 Texans who utilize what the state officially calls Day Activity 

and Health Services, but are known in the Rio Grande Valley as adult day cares. These are facilities that offer 

social activities, health monitoring and assistance with daily living that enable older or disabled adults to 

continue living in their homes, and often provide a needed respite to family caregivers. 

Lindos Momentos, which roughly translates to Precious Moments, is one of 223 such centers in the Valley, 

many with similarly uplifting names like Mi Casa (My House), Nuestra Familia (Our Family) and Fuente de 

Juventud (Fountain of Youth). There’s a running joke in the Valley that you can find an adult day care on 

every street corner. While it’s an exaggeration, statistics show just how ubiquitous they really are. The Valley 

is home to 40 percent of the adult day care centers in Texas — twice as many as in metro Houston, Dallas, 

San Antonio and Austin combined. Nationally, almost 1 in every 20 centers is in the Valley, even though only 

1 in 250 Americans live here. 
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The prevalence of adult day cares in the Valley, which is 90 percent Hispanic, is part cultural, part economic. 

Hispanic seniors are more likely than Anglos to live at home with their children or other family members. The 

Valley also has a persistently high poverty rate and a percentage of seniors with diabetes, heart disease, 

depression and dementia that is alarmingly higher than the national average. This points to a paradox: Despite 

higher rates of chronic illness nationwide, Hispanic seniors have a significantly higher life expectancy than 

Anglos or African Americans, in part due to robust networks of family and social support. While a 65-year-

old Hispanic senior can expect to live to 86, on average he or she will spend almost half those years living 

with serious physical or cognitive impairment that necessitates the kind of low-level long-term care an adult 

day care can provide. 

 

Adult day cares like those in the Valley can offer a kind of middle way between round-the-clock care by 

family caregivers — who frequently burn out and experience physical and mental problems themselves — 

and expensive, sometimes impersonal nursing home care. As more seniors opt to “age in place” by living at 

home longer, such facilities are growing in number outside the Valley as well. Nationally, the number of adult 

day care participants has increased 63 percent since 2002, even as nursing home occupancy has flatlined. If 

this trend continues, the Valley today may offer a glimpse at what health care for older Americans will look 

like in the future. 

“If you ask most folks what they want, regardless of their heritage and their ethnic background, they’ll tell 

you it’s to live at home longer,” said Amanda Fredriksen, director of advocacy at AARP Texas. “We need to 

try and figure out how to make that happen in a way that’s cost-effective and supports family caregivers.” 

One such caregiver is Sylvia Solis, Beatriz and Guillermo García’s daughter. She uses the time while they’re 

at adult day care to transport her grandchildren to and from school, where she’s a volunteer, and to go to her 

own doctors’ appointments. Every evening, she drives across town to check on her parents and brother. “I 

love my parents,” Solis said. “I’m glad that they’re still with us at their age, and that they can take care of 
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themselves. We all say that it’s because of the day care. They keep them busy, they keep their minds active, 

and that keeps them going.” 

– 

Lindos Momentos is situated in a nondescript storefront in suburban McAllen that it shares with a yoga studio 

and a pediatric clinic. The day begins at 6 a.m. when the cooks arrive to start preparing breakfast, which on 

the day I visited was migas along with black beans, oatmeal and bottomless coffee. By 6:30, the center’s 15-

passenger white vans are making their first run to pick up members, who begin trickling through the doors 

around 7:00. 

By the time I arrived, most seats at the folding tables spread out across the tile floor of the main gathering 

space were taken. Since the center is near its 95-person capacity, the empty seats belonged to those who had 

taken advantage of the center’s transportation to doctors’ appointments and shopping destinations including 

H-E-B, the Dollar Tree and the Mission pulga, a popular flea market. 

I was greeted by Bertha Villagomez, the center’s owner and director, who was sitting near the door with 

several members, chatting in Spanish. Elegant in a silver scarf that matched the color of her hair, with silver 

jewelry and eye shadow to match, Villagomez evoked the figure of a matriarch on a telenovela  — a 

comparison reinforced by the center’s unexpectedly upscale decor, such as a collection of flashy mosaic-

framed mirrors. “We want it to feel exclusive, VIP,” she told me. 

 

Villagomez, who holds an advanced degree in psychology from a Mexican university, started Lindos 

Momentos eight years ago with her two daughters. Before that, she worked as a director for other adult day 

cares, and owned a clothing boutique. 
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After a few minutes, her daughter Lucia Salinas, a licensed vocational nurse, joined us at the table. Dressed 

comfortably in a black cotton dress and gray leggings, she greeted each member by name as they passed 

through the door. “A lot of these people don’t just need a place to come to, they need someone to talk with — 

and that’s our job,” she said. 

Ninety percent of the members at Lindos Momentos are enrolled in Medicaid, which pays for their care. The 

research suggests that adult day cares are cost-effective; they delay more expensive nursing home care and 

offer opportunities for social connection. Loneliness is correlated with loss of mobility, motor function and 

onset of dementia. “If you want to save the government money, this helps in a lot of ways,” Salinas said. 

Adult day cares in the Valley wouldn’t exist without Medicaid, but the region’s high rate of enrollment 

doesn’t entirely explain their ubiquity. After all, there are substantial low-income and chronically ill 

populations in many of the state’s larger urban centers with proportionally fewer adult day cares. 

 

NATHAN LAMBRECHT 

Lucia Salinas, right, helps Camila Hinojosa, 91, with her chalupa cards at Lindos Momentos. 

“It’s become sort of a cultural phenomenon,” said Jacqueline Angel, a sociology professor at the University of 

Texas at Austin who studies Latinos and aging. “A sense of community is embedded into Mexican-American 

enclaves, especially among the immigrant community. Because there’s such closeness along the border, it’s a 

popular option — they’re very culturally appropriate.” 
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Fredriksen of AARP Texas points out that the number of assisted living facilities in the Valley is remarkably 

low. “I think that’s a reflection of cultural norms and the fact that folks take care of family at home,” 

Fredriksen said. 

Salinas invited me on a tour of the facility, beginning with the “living room,” an adjacent suite where a 

nonverbal young man was on a couch, watching cartoons. Though Lindos Momentos primarily serves seniors, 

its members range in age from 21 to 98. Many of the younger members have developmental disabilities. 

When Salinas said good morning, the man took her hand and kissed it as though she were a queen. “That’s 

how he communicates with me,” she explained. “We go through this every day.” 

Elsewhere, there were two computers with internet access, another TV showing the news, pool and pingpong 

tables, and an arts and crafts area. A member who is an artist by training teaches a monthly acrylic painting 

class. 

Data courtesy of the Texas Department of State Health Services.  ILLUSTRATION BY DRUE WAGNER 

Outside, in a patio space decorated with deck furniture and potted plants, Kathy Hood sat by herself. With her 

buzz-cut white hair, AC/DC tattoo and nose stud, she didn’t resemble most of the other members — in part 
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because she was the only Anglo I met, but also because the crowd was generally buttoned-down. “Just 

chillin’,” she said, smiling. 

Hood, who is 59 and disabled, moved to the Valley from North Texas a decade ago to take care of her 

parents, who were snowbirds. Before that, she was a cook at a truck stop and a nursing home. Her mom and 

dad passed away in early 2017 within two months of each other. 

“My neighbor talked me into coming,” Hood told me. “I don’t speak Spanish, and I didn’t think I’d like it. 

But in my house, I’m there with the curtains closed, and all I do is sleep. It’s good for me. To be very honest, 

I love this place.” 

– 

On the other side of McAllen, in a newly developed area where medical offices and churches are still 

interspersed with farmers’ fields, another model of eldercare is taking shape in the Valley. The moment I 

walked into Cross Roads Senior Center, I was greeted by pulsating music and 28 seniors sliding and twirling 

across the floor. Cross Roads offers social connection, the largest benefit of traditional adult day care, 

alongside a more active, research-driven approach to wellness — and it may point the way to a health care 

future tailored for a new generation of seniors. 

“Think you can do that?” Letty Guzman, Cross Roads’ director, challenged me as the dancers executed 

perfectly coordinated pirouettes to the tune of a Cherry Poppin’ Daddies swing number. 

“No,” I answered truthfully, “definitely not.” 

The Zumba class was the second offering of the day. Most of the dancers, many wearing neon-green “I am 

Seniorific” T-shirts provided to new members after their first month, had already walked 3 to 5 miles in the 

early-morning Caminata walking class. To the side, others were making use of the senior-specific exercise 

equipment, including treadmills adapted with fall-prevention technology, and back-supporting recumbent 

stationary bikes. 

“This is a lifestyle center for the older population — a mini-gym,” Guzman told me. “It’s not an adult day 

care, at least in the traditional way that we know them here in the Valley. These are very active people, not 

ready to go sedentary. Honestly, it’s the way we see the aging population today: very active, very healthy, 

very engaged.” 

Cross Roads is a joint project of the Lower Rio Grande Valley Area Agency for Aging and the WellMed 

Charitable Foundation, the not-for-profit arm of a physician-owned network of primary-care clinics 

highlighted for its work in cutting costs through preventive care in a 2015 Atul Gawande New Yorker article 

set in McAllen. The WellMed clinic next door refers many patients to Cross Roads, though any Hidalgo 

County resident over age 60 can use the free service. (A similar center in Harlingen serves Cameron County 

in the Valley’s eastern half.) 

In addition to its gym, the center offers a computer lab, education classes and support groups on subjects such 

as fall prevention, managing chronic illness and stress management for caregivers, and BrainSavers, a popular 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/05/11/overkill-atul-gawande
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52-week course developed by neurologist Paul Bendheim to help seniors mitigate memory loss. “All of our 

programs are evidence-based,” Guzman said. “I will tell you that here we only do bingo once a month.” 

 

Guzman is a past director of the local Alzheimer’s Association, and works as a consultant for several adult 

day cares. She acknowledged that Cross Roads, which doesn’t offer transportation or meals, serves a 

population that’s generally healthier and more independent than those of typical adult day cares. Still, 

Guzman feels many centers could be doing more to promote physical and mental wellness. “We have to find 

activities that are meaningful,” she said. “We have to get past just sitting there.” 

She was particularly critical of the grouping of developmentally disabled young adults with an older 

population that has different physical and cognitive needs. “I do like inclusion a lot,” she said, “but I’m not 

OK with a lifestyle where a person in their 20s is going to age in a facility and not have someone teach them 

independent skills. Where’s the benefit?” 

Guzman also raised concerns about the ability of some adult day cares to provide for the basic safety of their 

members — a warning that’s supported by an Observer analysis of state records. Lindos Momentos’ spotless 

record is an exception: In fiscal year 2016, the majority of McAllen adult day cares had multiple health 

violations in areas such as inadequate staffing, lack of safety procedures and substandard building conditions. 

Statewide, only five fines, totaling $31,800, were levied against adult day cares, compared to 693 complaints 

and incidents, including 20 categorized as representing “imminent danger” and 217 with “high potential to 

cause harm.” Most violations — even chronic and severe ones — are not fined at all.  The handful of 

penalties levied “are just slaps on the wrist,” said Brian Lee, executive director of Families for Better Care, an 

Austin-based long-term-care watchdog. 
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Maria Luna, center, 83, laughs at Mary Avendano’s joke, as Esther Ballesteros, 65, listens in while working 

on crafts at Cross Roads Senior Center.  NATHAN LAMBRECHT 

The situation mirrors that of nursing homes. A January report from AARP Texas called “Intolerable Care” 

found a similar pattern of unaddressed violations, the vast majority of which were concentrated at about 25 

percent of nursing homes that were serial offenders. If anything, Lee says, oversight at adult day cares is even 

more lax. “The inspection frequency, the statutes, and the oversight are not as tough as they are for the 

nursing homes,” Lee said. “[Nursing homes] get all of the attention — not just all the enforcement attention, 

but all the media attention as well.” 

At Cross Roads, membership is growing by more than 30 seniors a month even though Guzman doesn’t 

advertise. The classes, which are on a first-come, first-served basis, have begun to fill up, and occasionally 

people are turned away or must wait for the next one to start. For Guzman, that’s a sign of the need for more 

services that promote a holistic approach to wellness. 

One example of such a program is the PACE (Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly) model — 

currently implemented only in El Paso, Lubbock and Amarillo — which Fredriksen of AARP Texas 

described to me as “adult day care on steroids.” The program integrates adult day care and primary health care 

under one roof by pooling Medicaid and Medicare benefits. That way, doctors, therapists and activity 

directors can work directly together to craft individual plans of care for chronically ill patients. 
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Fredriksen thinks that adult day cares, particularly those that offer specialized health services, will continue to 

grow in number nationwide as more seniors opt to age in place — provided the centers adapt to changing 

expectations about aging and wellness. 

 

NATHAN LAMBRECHT 
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Brigitte Schroeder, 67, tosses a ball into the air during a chair aerobics class at Cross Roads Senior Center. 

“Alternatives like adult day care are a whole lot less expensive if you’re trying to think about how to stretch 

limited dollars, and they play an important role in helping folks stay independent and out of institutions,” 

Fredriksen said. “But when you think of the people who you know who are the next generation, is this what 

they’re going to want?” 

On their way out of the dance class, Raquel and Leo Rocha stopped to chat. Raquel, 68, was wearing a T-shirt 

her husband had hand-drawn featuring the elderly sunglasses-wearing comic-strip character Maxine in a 

Zumba outfit. “I’ve been coming here since it opened four years ago,” she said. “If this wasn’t open, I’d be 

home alone.” 

“We see coming here as preventive care,” said Leo, 68, who recently retired from a career as a hospice social 

worker. “I know that at my age, if you don’t use it, you lose it. You’ve got to stay active, and stay connected.” 

Do you think free access to journalism like this is important? The Texas Observer is known for its fiercely 

independent, uncompromising work—which we are pleased to provide to the public at no charge in this 

space. That means we rely on the generosity of our readers who believe that this work is important. You can 

chip in for as little as .99 cents a month. If you believe in this mission, we need your help. 

LEARN MORE 

 

Daniel Blue Tyx lives in McAllen. His work has appeared in Best American Travel Writing, the Gettysburg 

Review, CutBank and elsewhere. 

 

https://www.texasobserver.org/the-day-shift/ 

  

https://www.ezsubscription.com/txo/subscribe?key=W99BOA
https://www.texasobserver.org/the-day-shift/
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https://confidencial.com.ni/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/carict-8.jpg 
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CRITICAL CONDITION: PART 1 

A DYING TOWN 

When a rural hospital dies, the community around it starts to follow suit. 

+ + + 

by Christopher Collins and Sophie Novack 

November 4, 2019 

On the evening of December 28, 2014, Kourtney Bogan got an urgent call from her younger brother in 

Clarksville, a rural town of 3,200 bordering Oklahoma in far northeast Texas. Their mother, Gayla Bogan, 

who’d been fighting a respiratory infection over Christmas, was in bad shape. Kourtney jumped in her car and 

drove over. “When I got there, she was gasping for air, like she couldn’t breathe or something was blocking 

her airway,” Kourtney said. “I was panicking. She kept saying that she couldn’t breathe.” 

Kourtney and her brother, Bristian, tried sitting Gayla upright in a chair, but it didn’t help. A minute later, she 

became “nonresponsive,” Kourtney said. She called 911. Within five minutes, an ambulance had arrived at 

the house, and workers loaded Gayla into the vehicle. They sped off to the nearest emergency room—a 30-

minute drive to Paris Regional Medical Center in neighboring Lamar County. 

Kourtney didn’t know it at the time, but Gayla, a 47-year-old who served as a church usher and worked as a 

nurse at a local nursing home, was having a heart attack. As the ambulance sped northwest on a thin strip of 

oak-lined highway, paramedics tried desperately to revive her. 

https://texasobserver.org/critical-condition/
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The timing couldn’t have been worse. 

Without a hospital, the small East Texas town of Clarksville has struggled to retain businesses.  COOPER 

NEILL 

If Gayla had gone into cardiac arrest just two weeks earlier, the travel time to the nearest hospital would have 

been only a few minutes. East Texas Medical Center had operated a rural hospital with an emergency room in 

Clarksville. But in December 2014, ETMC shuttered the Clarksville hospital along with two other facilities in 

surrounding Gilmer and Mount Vernon—casualties of low patient volumes, cuts to reimbursement rates from 

Medicaid and Medicare, and the cost of treating the uninsured. The closures rocked the small communities, 

upending what had been reliable sources of health care for decades. 

More than 20 rural hospitals have closed in Texas since 2013, nearly double the number of closures of any 

other state, and about one-fifth of the total closures around the country in that time period. Many of the 

approximately 3 million Texans living outside the state’s major metros are left scrambling for care when 

emergencies crop up. Some of the approximately 160 rural Texas hospitals that have managed to keep their 

doors open have done so by cutting crucial services such as emergency care and maternity wards. According 

to health analytics group iVantage, 75 of Texas’ small-town hospitals are at risk of closure. 

Though the reasons for rural hospital closures are numerous, the root cause is financial. According to hospital 

administrators, physicians, and health care experts across the state, the Legislature has hamstrung the facilities 

https://files.constantcontact.com/1355b334201/a82cc4ab-8ba1-4e26-a276-829849234571.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/2018/01/17/shrinking-number-rural-texas-hospitals-still-deliver-babies-heres-what/
https://www.ivantageindex.com/2017-rural-relevance-study/
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and helped seal their fates by failing to relieve some of the financial pressure with a simple fix: expanding 

Medicaid through the Affordable Care Act. Doing so would extend health care coverage to 1.4 million 

uninsured Texans and provide much-needed revenue for hospitals, which shoulder the burden of treating the 

uninsured. Emergency rooms have to see patients regardless of their ability to pay, sometimes pushing 

hospitals teetering on the financial brink into insolvency. 

“Us not having a hospital close started what I feel like is a string of people not getting to the hospital fast 

enough.” 

In East Texas, as the ambulance rushed from Clarksville to Paris, Kourtney tried to keep up, trailing the 

vehicle in her own car. When she arrived at the hospital, friends and other family members had already begun 

to crowd into a waiting area in the emergency room. Some were so worried about Gayla that they’d left work, 

still wearing uniforms from their jobs. 

Then a few minutes later, around 10 p.m., a doctor told the crowd of 50 people packed into the waiting room 

that Gayla had died. She never made it to the hospital alive; her heart gave out in the ambulance, shortly 

before arriving in Paris. 

“When the doctor came in and told us she didn’t make it, it was just a lot to take in,” Kourtney, now 29, 

recently told us. After the initial shock wore off, she began to wonder whether the outcome would have been 

different had the Clarksville hospital remained open. “I always feel like the ‘what ifs’ are in our head. Like, 

‘What if we had a hospital where she could have gotten stable?’” Kourtney said. “We don’t know. But us not 

having a hospital close started what I feel like is a string of people not getting to the hospital fast enough.” 

According to Dr. Bacharanianda Muthappa, who runs a clinic next door to the old hospital and is the only 

full-time physician still practicing in Clarksville, longer travel times to Paris may have contributed to 10 

patient deaths since December 2014. Experts say that patients see higher survival rates from medical 

emergencies such as heart attack and stroke when they receive care quickly. This year, the National Bureau of 

Economic Research found that rural hospital closures caused mortality rates in surrounding areas to rise 

nearly 6 percent. 

Rural populations tend to be older, poorer, and in worse health than those living in urban areas. Nearly 30 

percent of Red River County’s more than 12,000 residents are 62 or older. Without a hospital here, Muthappa 

and others interviewed for this story predict more preventable deaths. 

“You’re looking at extended transport times with a critical patient. It can be a bad outcome,” said Clifton 

Brown of LifeNet Emergency Medical Service, which provides ambulances in the region and transported 

Gayla. “If you got somebody in cardiac arrest with a 30-minute transport, that’s a long way and a long time. 

We’ve either got to resuscitate on the scene or they’re not getting resuscitated.” 

+ + + 

When the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, part of the law required states to expand Medicaid to 

adults with incomes up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level. Knowing this would rankle conservative 

states, the federal government said it would cover the full cost of the expansion for the first three years, then 

90 percent thereafter. But with a carrot came a stick: If states didn’t expand Medicaid to cover all newly 

https://www.texasobserver.org/texas-has-the-highest-uninsured-rate-in-the-country-lawmakers-havent-addressed-it-this-session/
https://www.texasobserver.org/texas-has-the-highest-uninsured-rate-in-the-country-lawmakers-havent-addressed-it-this-session/
https://www.nber.org/papers/w26182?utm_campaign=ntwh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntwg12
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eligible individuals, they would lose all federal funding for Medicaid. Predictably, a consortium of states—

including Texas—subsequently filed a lawsuit against the federal government. The U.S. Supreme Court 

eventually upheld the rest of the ACA but found that the threat of pulling Medicaid funding was 

unconstitutional. States could now choose to opt in or out of the expansion. 

Research shows that states that opted in have seen increased coverage, more access to care, state budget 

savings, and economic growth. Hospitals in expansion states were about six times less likely to close than 

those in states that opted out, a gap that is even wider in rural areas, according to a study published in Health 

Affairs last year. In states that expanded Medicaid, research shows uncompensated care costs—service costs 

that poor patients can’t pay and that hospitals are on the hook for—dropped 47 percent in the years following 

ACA implementation, compared to just 11 percent in states that didn’t. 

The now-vacant hospital in Mount Vernon.  COOPER NEILL 

Despite having the highest uninsured rate in the nation, Texas opted out of Medicaid expansion. State 

data shows that caring for uninsured patients cost hospitals $6.66 billion in 2014. That year, the state paid 

$329 million to reimburse rural hospitals for these costs. As the Texas Health and Human Services 

Commission (HHSC) put it, “uncompensated care costs continue to increase and funding is inadequate to 

attenuate the deficits hospitals face.” (The gap narrowed on October 1, when HHSC announced a 25 percent 

increase in general federal Medicaid funding to reimburse those costs statewide.) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/us/supreme-court-lets-health-law-largely-stand.html
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/the-effects-of-medicaid-expansion-under-the-aca-updated-findings-from-a-literature-review-august-2019/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2017.0976
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/uncompensated-care-costs-fell-in-nearly-every-state-as-acas-major-coverage
https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/rider35-hospital-uncompensated-care-report.pdf
https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/laws-regulations/reports-presentations/2018/rider-10-hospital-uncompensated-care-report-dec-2018.pdf
https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/communications-events/news/2019/10/hhsc-announces-health-care-funding-help-texans
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In Red River County, where Clarksville is the county seat, the uninsured rate for people under age 65 in 2017 

was 19.6 percent, just higher than the state average of 19.4 percent that year. In Upshur and Franklin counties, 

home to Gilmer and Mount Vernon, the uninsured rates were below the state average but still nearly double 

the national rate. Caring for uninsured patients cost the three ETMC hospitals in those towns $2.9 million 

collectively in fiscal year 2014. 

The ongoing crisis led advocates and medical professionals to flood the Texas Capitol this spring to implore 

Republican lawmakers, who hold all executive leadership positions and control both chambers of the 

statehouse, to expand Medicaid. Texas is one of just 14 states that continues to reject the expansion, which 

would bring an estimated $100 billion in federal funds to the state over the next decade. The decision is 

driven in part by cost concerns and the fear that the federal government will renege, leaving the state to foot 

the bill. But it’s also largely motivated by politics—the same politics that have led congressional Republicans 

and the Trump administration to continue fighting Obama’s signature health care law a decade later. This 

adversarial stance is unlikely to change soon, especially since rural residents overwhelmingly elect 

conservative lawmakers—politicians who advocates say vote against their constituents’ interests on this issue. 

“Rural Texans have been faithful to Republican lawmakers; they need to be faithful to them,” Douglas 

Curran, a physician in Athens, Texas, and then-president of the Texas Medical Association, told 

the Observer earlier this year. 

Things may soon get worse, advocates say. Some money to help shoulder the cost of uncompensated care 

comes through Texas’ Medicaid 1115 waiver, a $25 billion deal between Texas and the federal government 

that’s been used as a Band-Aid in the absence of Medicaid expansion. This waiver funding is set to expire in 

2021, leaving hospitals with one fewer financial tool to stay solvent. 

In a March committee hearing on a bill that would expand Medicaid coverage, the first hearing on such a 

measure in years, Anne Dunkelberg, who oversees health policy for the Austin-based Center for Public Policy 

Priorities, said passing some kind of coverage expansion “is one of the most powerful tools we have to hold 

on to that funding.” Curran also testified, warning that the rural hospital crisis could be just the beginning. 

“The canary in the coal mine is our rural hospitals. Bigger hospitals are going to start having the same issues. 

… The strain on the system is going to continue,” he said. “We need to draw down every federal dollar we 

can, to move in a direction where we can take better care of our people.” Curran implored lawmakers to call 

Medicaid expansion whatever suits them politically but to do what’s best for their constituents. “We’re 

Texans. We solve problems. We need to solve this problem.” 

The bill failed. Four others that would let voters decide whether to expand Medicaid in Texas didn’t get a 

committee hearing. Meanwhile, the U.S. Census’ most recent data shows that the state’s uninsured rate 

increased for the second year in a row in 2018, following several years of steady decline—a reversal due at 

least in part to the Trump administration’s attempts to weaken the ACA. An ongoing national lawsuit led by 

Texas and backed by the White House seeks to eliminate the health care law, which could kick millions more 

Americans off their insurance. 

Have you been affected by Texas’ rural health crisis? Share your story. → 

When a hospital shuts down, everyone in the community loses—the insured and uninsured alike. The 

hospitals in Clarksville, Gilmer, and Mount Vernon, which closed simultaneously in December 2014, are now 

in various stages of disrepair. The Clarksville building is a mere skeleton; the steel support beams and 

concrete floors are all that remains of the three-story structure. It’s an apt symbol for the town of Clarksville, 

https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/03/14/texas-1115-waiver-set-expire-2021-prompting-health-care-concerns/
https://www.texasobserver.org/texas-has-the-highest-uninsured-rate-in-the-country-lawmakers-havent-addressed-it-this-session/
https://www.texasobserver.org/pre-existing-conditions-paxton-aca-trump-lawsuit/
https://www.texasobserver.org/tell-us-your-rural-health-care-story/
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where factories and manufacturers have packed up and moved to other towns with better highway access. 

Even the Walmart on Highway 82 is vacant. Local public officials say it’s difficult to recruit businesses to set 

up shop in a town with no functional hospital. In Gilmer, an hour southeast of Clarksville, what was once a 

hospital is now an empty lot; the building has been ripped out, foundation and all. What was once a clinic sits 

vacant on the lot’s north side. Mount Vernon’s old hospital building still looks the part, save the vines 

creeping up the walls and underneath the window frames. Franklin County is trying to sell it as retail or office 

space. 

After her mother died of a heart attack in 2014, Kourtney Bogan went back to school to study 

nursing.  SOPHIE NOVACK 

 

+ + + 

Against all odds, Clarksville could be the first small Texas town to get a brand new hospital amid the current 

closure crisis. 

On a scorching August afternoon, Dr. Arjumand Hashmi picks his way through a waterlogged patch of dirt on 

Clarksville’s far western edge, finally finding shade under the roof of the former ETMC-Clarksville. There’s 

not much here now: The building is so bare-bones that local residents say you can tour the place simply by 
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driving past. But Hashmi, a cardiologist and former mayor of Paris, has had the empty space mapped out for 

years. 

The doctor’s efforts to resurrect Clarksville’s hospital began in 2014, after ETMC announced the hospital’s 

pending closure. Back then, Hashmi’s bid to reopen the place was one of two; the other was made by Paris 

Regional Medical Center. The hospital authority board chose the nearby hospital over Hashmi, but after 

months of back and forth, Paris Regional pulled out. About a year went by before the board tapped Hashmi 

for the project. 

Dr. Arjumand Hashmi has spent five years working to bring a hospital back to Clarksville.  COOPER NEILL 

When he resumed plans for the 35-bed facility, he got bad news. The board had surrendered the hospital’s 

license to the state, thus revoking the grandfathered status for building codes. He’d have to tear down and 

rebuild nearly the entire structure. He’s run into other headaches, too, including a bank withdrawing its 

funding and repeated construction delays. 

For years, Hashmi has reassured community members that he’s as dedicated as ever to the project, but his 

patience is wearing thin. It’s been “one thing after another thing after another thing,” Hashmi said. What was 

originally intended as a renovation has dragged into a yearslong, multimillion-dollar project that’s tested the 

will of Hashmi and his local supporters. Some residents, including Kourtney Bogan, are increasingly doubtful 

that they’ll ever see a hospital in Clarksville again. 
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RELATED STORIES 

• American Health Care is Broken, Especially in Texas. What Can We Do About It? 

• ‘How Can You Do This to People?’: After Rural Hospitals Close in Milam County, Residents Scramble to 

Find Care 

• Yet Another Rural Texas Hospital is in Jeopardy After Anti-Tax Activists Kill Funding Proposal 

Even Hashmi’s fans seem incredulous of his determination to bring a state-of-the-art facility to Clarksville, 

where there are more than 80 abandoned buildings ready for demolition and where city leaders have tried 

fruitlessly to recruit new businesses and create more jobs. “Anyone else would have given up,” said Red 

River County Judge L.D. Williamson. “He’s moved heaven and hell.” 

The ongoing process has reinforced a health care truism: It’s far more difficult to open facilities than to close 

them. Even if Hashmi were to finish the project today, the whole ordeal would still have eaten up nearly five 

years. In that time, more than a dozen hospitals closed across the state. This summer, at least three shuttered, 

including a hospital in Chillicothe in the southern Panhandle and another in Grand Saline, less than two hours 

south of Clarksville. 

So why should Hashmi’s hospital succeed where others have failed? He hopes an extensive cardiology 

department will help fund less lucrative services, including losses from uncompensated emergency care, and 

that the sweeping new facility will attract patients and doctors from miles away. 

The people of Clarksville are counting on him: Each hospital closure forces rural Texans to cope with the 

real-life impacts. Those include a dearth of doctors, long travel times for emergency care, and, in some cases, 

death. Both Muthappa and Hashmi say they know of several patients who, like Gayla, died on the half-hour 

drive to Paris Regional. James Wood, a member of the hospital authority who once ran a local funeral home, 

does too. “I’ve buried them,” he said. 

“The canary in the coal mine is our rural hospitals. Bigger hospitals are going to start having the same issues.” 

When a hospital closes, doctors tend to leave too. Muthappa says he was one of eight doctors in Clarksville 

when he arrived 40 years ago. Now, it’s basically just him. The doctor, who says he’s “over 70,” thinks often 

about retiring but worries about leaving people stranded. Besides Muthappa’s 8-to-5 practice, there’s a 

daytime urgent care clinic staffed by nurse practitioners. Another doctor in Clarksville practices only on 

Mondays and Tuesdays. No medical services are available on the weekends. 

“Trying to recruit a physician to Red River County without a hospital is very difficult,” said Rob Riley, 

executive director of Clarksville Nursing Center, where Muthappa is the medical director and Kourtney now 

works as a nurse. “Three years or five years from now, if there’s not a hospital for physicians to anchor to or 

call home, will there be physician services in Red River County?” 

Clarksville Mayor Ann Rushing hopes the new hospital will be a “saving grace” for the town that’s been 

withering since its “boom” in the ’80s. Each rural hospital closure means an average of 170 jobs lost, 

according to the Texas Organization of Rural and Community Hospitals. Closures have a domino effect on 

businesses, schools, and the local economy. Even the jail won’t house inmates in Clarksville anymore without 

a hospital nearby, Rushing says, costing the city lucrative contracts. 

https://www.texasobserver.org/american-health-care-is-broken-especially-in-texas-what-can-we-do-about-it/
https://www.texasobserver.org/how-can-you-do-this-to-people-after-rural-hospitals-close-in-milam-county-residents-scramble-to-find-care/
https://www.texasobserver.org/how-can-you-do-this-to-people-after-rural-hospitals-close-in-milam-county-residents-scramble-to-find-care/
https://www.texasobserver.org/yet-another-rural-hospital-jeopardy-anti-tax-activists-kill-funding-vote/
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The empty lot that once was home to Gilmer’s hospital.  SOPHIE NOVACK 

In June, Hashmi got the loans and approval to finally start construction for the new hospital. If all goes 

according to plan, construction should be complete and the hospital open by next winter. He and local leaders 

are optimistic. “It’s incredible we could expect this here,” said Wood, the former funeral director. Sitting on a 

couch in his mobile home on a corner lot on Digger Road, across the street from a cemetery, he added: 

“We’re thrilled to death.” 

In Gilmer, about 70 miles southeast of Clarksville, public officials have also scrambled to bring services back 

to the town of 5,200 since its hospital closed five years ago. It seems unlikely that the town will ever have a 

traditional hospital again. But there may be a middle ground to restore some services: Community leaders are 

talking to hospital operators about opening a 24/7 health clinic, where specialists such as cardiologists could 

provide services once or twice a week. 

Support important work like this. Become a member for less than $3 a month. 

But there’s no Hashmi in Gilmer to raise capital; any health care facility that comes to town will likely need 

to be supported by tax dollars. A tax as little as 5 cents per $100 property valuation could generate millions of 

dollars, which would go a long way, said City Manager Greg Hutson. But levying taxes here could be 

problematic. It took years of failed attempts before the school district was able to pass a $35-million bond to 

replace the aging Gilmer High School that was built in 1948. (The football team suits up in lavish locker 

https://www.ezsubscription.com/txo/subscribe?key=WLNGMS
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rooms, however.) Residents are so tax-averse that county commissioners once swatted down a 50-cent tax on 

vehicle registrations to provide car seats for indigent children. “People will say they’re on a fixed income and 

can’t afford any more taxes. I understand that. I don’t like taxes either,” said Mayor Tim Marshall. But having 

a hospital, or at least a clinic, he said, would be worth it. 

Rural hospitals have increasingly turned to taxpayers to try to make ends meet, usually through propositions 

to create new taxing districts. The results have been mixed. In several cases, such as in Bowie and La Grange, 

anti-tax forces converged to bat down such propositions, even when it meant not having a hospital in the 

county. Hutson expects the same would happen in Gilmer, but he wants a vote anyway—if for nothing else, 

so people will stop yammering about the hospital. 

+ + + 

Just before 7 a.m. on a rainy August morning, L.D. Williamson is on his second cup of coffee at the 

Clarksville McDonald’s. Tall, with a flash of white hair, Williamson outdresses anyone else there in a 

lavender button-down shirt and striped purple tie. The McDonald’s is an early morning gathering spot for 

farmers, county officials, and city workers; other than the Sonic and Dairy Queen, Clarksville has few 

eateries. This has become something of a ritual for the 82-year-old county judge: Every morning for the last 

five years, he’s come for two cups of watery coffee, some breakfast, and an earful from local residents about 

the hospital. 

Today, Williamson is joined by a few white-mustached men near his age in baseball caps and jean shorts. 

Rainwater leaks through the fast-food joint’s roof, forming small puddles on the floor near their plastic table. 

One of their favorite pastimes is waxing nostalgic about Old Clarksville, where gas stations stayed open all 

night, cars “zip zip zipped” on the highway through town, and storefronts bustled on the main square. Now 

things are different, they say. Motorists prefer to zip by on Interstate 30, which bypasses downtown. The 

square went from bustling to barren. Young people tend not to stick around after graduating from high school 

since few jobs are available. With no hospital, the men drive to Paris, Tyler, even Dallas to see their doctors; 

they worry the ambulance service, stretched thin and overwhelmed, could be the next service to fold. Before 

LifeNet came along, the funeral home ran the only ambulance service in town. 

“This is a dying town,” said Dan Williams, a local man the others call “Dangerous Dan.” He wears a white T-

shirt and dark overalls and has a nasty scrape near his eye. “If something don’t happen here in Clarksville,” 

Williams said of the hospital closure, “the only people that’s going to be making money here is the 

undertakers.” 

The subject of the hospital comes up at McDonald’s every morning, and people are evenly split on whether it 

will ever actually be built, Williamson said. He doesn’t blame them. “It’s become a standing joke at the 

McDonald’s: People ask how long the new hospital will take and I say two-and-a-half weeks,” he said. “I’ve 

been saying that for four years.” 

Some of Hashmi’s plans seem peculiar for a poor rural town that has struggled to keep even basic businesses 

open; Williamson is skeptical of the gourmet restaurant planned for the hospital lobby, for one. And he wishes 

they’d picked a new, more inspired name than Clarksville General Hospital. But it’s too late to change. 

Hashmi has already ordered boxes of china plates for the restaurant, each embossed with “CGH” in gold 
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across the center. Williamson rolls his eyes and chuckles. But he credits Hashmi for his persistence. “If we 

can get it done, it will be the best thing to happen in this part of the world.” 

“We’re Texans. We solve problems. We need to solve this problem.” 

For Williamson, the fight for a new hospital is personal. On July 22, 2015, seven months after the Clarksville 

hospital closed, Williamson’s wife, Margaret, walked into the living room of their home complaining of a bad 

headache. She’d had headaches before, but none this severe. Thinking of the cost and time it would take to 

wait for an ambulance, Williamson drove her the 30 miles to Paris Regional Medical Center. 

Margaret and L.D. met in high school in southeast Texas and married young: Margaret was 17, L.D., 19. In 

1975, they moved to Clarksville, where L.D. worked for years at an old-timey dime store that he says sold “a 

little bit of everything and a whole lot of nothing.” Margaret operated machinery at the Campbell’s soup 

factory just outside town. The couple had opposite but complementary personalities: Margaret was shy and 

reserved; L.D. affable and magnetic. When L.D. got into local politics a few decades ago, Margaret avoided 

the limelight. Still, the couple was practically inseparable during their nearly 60 years together. 

Red River County Judge L.D. Williamson’s fight for a new hospital in Clarksville is personal.  COOPER 

NEILL 
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As they drove to the emergency room on that July day, Margaret seemed to be holding up OK. Just after 

crossing the county line on the way to Paris, they made a quick stop at a gas station in Blossom for a Sprite to 

settle her stomach. Fifteen minutes later, they pulled up to Paris Regional Medical Center and hurried into the 

emergency room. Luckily, Williamson says, it was less crowded than usual, and doctors saw her quickly. 

Then, a troubling discovery: Physicians found bleeding caused by a ruptured brain aneurysm. Margaret was 

sent by helicopter to a hospital in Plano for more advanced treatment. Shortly after, she lost consciousness. 

Margaret never woke up. Five days after that fateful drive to the closest hospital, Williamson and their five 

children decided to disconnect her from life support. She was 76. 

L.D. and Margaret Williamson were married for nearly 60 years before she died in 2015.  CHRISTOPHER 

COLLINS 

Williamson still feels guilty for driving Margaret to Paris instead of calling an ambulance; maybe paramedics 

could have prevented some of the damage. But mostly he wonders whether things would have been different 

if the Clarksville hospital had still been open. “We’d have gotten there much quicker. The damage would 

have been a lot less,” he said. 

It’s something on the minds of everyone in Clarksville, where residents are linked by one or two degrees of 

separation. With an aging population, and nursing homes and funeral homes outnumbering just about 

everything but churches, the fear of not making it to a hospital is top of mind. “[People] didn’t die in 
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Clarksville; they died somewhere between here and Texarkana, here and Mount Pleasant, here and Paris,’” 

said James Hodgson, a Clarksville resident, over a McDonald’s breakfast. “The obituaries today for 

Clarksville [might as well] say, ‘died in transit, died on the road.’” 

Williamson has his plan set. If he ever needs to, he’ll move to the nursing home down the street, where 

Kourtney Bogan works. He’ll be buried by the same funeral home as Margaret. His headstone, complete with 

name and birth date, is already in the ground next to hers. Meanwhile, he brings white roses to her grave at 

least once a week. He eats breakfast at McDonald’s—a new routine since Margaret died. And he’s doing 

everything he can to see a new hospital in Clarksville open in his lifetime. Margaret had said it would never 

happen, Williamson recalls with a smile. “We’re going to prove her wrong.” 

+ + + 

Kourtney isn’t so sure. The myriad setbacks and delays have caused her frustration to boil over. “We’re 

coming up on five years since the hospital closed, and we still have nothing,” she said on a recent lunch break 

from work at Clarksville Nursing Center. “These people need it. The people outside of these walls need it. We 

need a hospital.” 

Around New Year’s Eve in 2014, as Kourtney started to make arrangements for her mother’s funeral, she 

found a stack of unopened Christmas presents in Gayla’s closet. Gayla died just three days after the holiday, 

and because she was sick, she hadn’t gotten around to giving them out. One of the gifts was an enormous 

stocking filled with candy and toy trucks for Kourtney’s then-3-year-old son, Kingston. “The stocking was as 

big as him,” she said. Others were for residents at the nursing home where Gayla worked. “I knew I had to 

give those gifts,” Kourtney said. “They bawled their eyes out. It was so sweet.” 

In 2016, spurred by Gayla’s death, Kourtney went back to school. She was already working as a certified 

nurse’s assistant at the time, but she applied for a more advanced nursing program in Idabel, Oklahoma, just 

across the state line from Clarksville. On the application, Kourtney cited her mother’s death as her primary 

motivation. “I felt like I couldn’t let her die in vain,” Kourtney said. 

Inside a spartan conference room at the nursing home, Kourtney wipes tears from her eyes. A clock on the 

wall ticks away, words at its center reading, “Time spent with family is time well spent.” Kourtney wishes she 

had gotten to spend more time with her mother. On special occasions, to remember Gayla, Kourtney wears 

one of the dresses she inherited from her mom. Kourtney’s favorite—one that she coveted as a child—is black 

with ruching at the top and a blue jacket, the perfect choice for church functions. “It makes me feel like her. 

Like she’s right there with me,” Kourtney said. In December, for Gayla’s birthday, Kourtney likes to make 

banana pudding using her mom’s recipe. Soon, Kourtney will have another reminder of Gayla around: She’s 

due to give birth to a girl in November. She hasn’t decided on a name yet, but one she’s considering is 

Kayla—a tribute, of course, to her mother. 

https://www.texasobserver.org/a-dying-

town/?utm_source=mc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nov_9_2019&goal=0_975e2d1fa1-

2e1b1656aa-34691563&mc_cid=2e1b1656aa&mc_eid=719d1b7f9f 

  

https://www.texasobserver.org/a-dying-town/?utm_source=mc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nov_9_2019&goal=0_975e2d1fa1-2e1b1656aa-34691563&mc_cid=2e1b1656aa&mc_eid=719d1b7f9f
https://www.texasobserver.org/a-dying-town/?utm_source=mc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nov_9_2019&goal=0_975e2d1fa1-2e1b1656aa-34691563&mc_cid=2e1b1656aa&mc_eid=719d1b7f9f
https://www.texasobserver.org/a-dying-town/?utm_source=mc&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nov_9_2019&goal=0_975e2d1fa1-2e1b1656aa-34691563&mc_cid=2e1b1656aa&mc_eid=719d1b7f9f


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

50 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

Discriminación en México-cartón de Fisgón 

 

rfisgon@jornada.com.mx 

https://www.jornada.com.mx/2019/11/19/cartones/1  

mailto:rfisgon@jornada.com.mx?subject=Comentarios
https://www.jornada.com.mx/2019/11/19/cartones/1
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ERASING THE DEAD 

Seeking to Deport Haitians, the Trump Administration Is Counting Deaths in Displacement Camps as 

“Progress” 

Trinidad Paul at her home in Village Philadelphie, an informal settlement north of Port-au-Prince, on Nov. 11, 

2018. Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

 

Isabel Macdonald 

 

In partnership with 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/haiti-tps-earthquake-displacement-camps/
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/haiti-tps-earthquake-displacement-camps/
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/haiti-tps-earthquake-displacement-camps/
https://theintercept.com/staff/isabel-macdonald/
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/
https://theintercept.com/staff/isabel-macdonald/
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/
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SINCE HAITI WAS struck by a devastating earthquake in 2010, an estimated 59,000 Haitians have been 

granted Temporary Protected Status, which allows the nationals of countries designated unsafe due to 

“extraordinary and temporary” conditions to live and work legally in the United States. But in November 

2017, the Trump administration abruptly terminated TPS for Haitians, setting off multiple battles in court. If 

the government prevails, current Haitian TPS recipients — many of whom have children who are U.S. 

citizens — could be deported to a country that is now in the midst of an escalating crisis. 

A federal judge, in temporarily blocking the policy in April, found evidence that the decision was made in 

“bad faith” by Trump’s Department of Homeland Security, which went “fishing for reasons” to end Haitians’ 

eligibility for TPS and ignored relevant facts about the persistence of hazardous conditions in the country. 

Haiti remains vulnerable to deadly diseases like cholera, Hurricane Matthew only exacerbated the post-

earthquake housing crisis, and a political standoff has caused widespread food and fuel shortages, forcing 

hospitals to cut services or close entirely. In his ruling, U.S. District Judge William Kuntz also said there was 

evidence to suggest that “a discriminatory purpose of removing non-white immigrants from the United States 

was a motivating factor behind the decision.” The Trump administration is now appealing Kuntz’s injunction 

and defending the termination of Haiti’s TPS designation in four separate lawsuits. 

In justifying its move to strip Haitians of their protected status, the administration has seized on statistics 

produced by the International Organization for Migration, an intergovernmental agency that counted 96 

percent fewer people living in camps for internally displaced people in Haiti in 2016 than in the immediate 

aftermath of the earthquake. 

But according to a monthslong investigation by The Intercept and Type Investigations, those statistics 

profoundly distort the experiences of Haitians in the wake of the earthquake, erasing evidence of persistent 

suffering, dysfunction, and even death to present a narrative of “progress” that justifies the return of tens of 

thousands to dangerous conditions. 

“Ninety-six percent of people displaced by the earthquake … have left those camps,” James McCament, as 

acting director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, wrote in an April 2017 memo, concluding, 

“Haiti has made significant progress in recovering from the 2010 earthquake, and no longer continues to meet 

the conditions for designation.” While DHS had consistently extended Haiti’s TPS designation by the 

maximum 18 months each time it came up for renewal, McCament advised DHS to issue only a six-month 

extension. The department’s then-secretary, John Kelly, complied, also citing the 96 percent reduction in the 

population of IDP camps as evidence of “progress.” When Kelly’s successor, acting DHS Secretary Elaine 

Duke, terminated Haiti’s TPS designation altogether that November, she likewise cited this decrease to 

support her claim that the hazardous conditions that led to Haiti’s designation no longer existed. 

When one of the lawsuits challenging this termination went to trial in January, IOM’s statistics were the first 

item of evidence that the lead attorney representing Trump, Duke, and the U.S. government presented to 

support his argument that the decision to terminate TPS for Haitians was lawful and justified. During the trial, 

another government attorney referred to the “decline of the numbers of people living in camps” as “a sign of 

progress.” 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/20/world/americas/Haiti-crisis-violence.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://chrgj.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/171025_Global-Justice-Clinic-Haiti-TPS-Report-web-version.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world
http://nipnlg.org/PDFs/practitioners/our_lit/impact_litigation/2019_12Apr_tps-haiti-prelim-injunt.pdf
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article235276197.html
https://cliniclegal.org/resources/challenges-tps-terminations
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1vnrUGGgVEeVGhvNXJKX1lkc0E/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1vnrUGGgVEeVGhvNXJKX1lkc0E/view
https://www.miamiherald.com/latest-news/article146104144.ece/binary/End-of-TPS-recommendation.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/05/22/secretary-kellys-statement-limited-extension-haitis-designation-temporary-protected
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/11/20/acting-secretary-elaine-duke-announcement-temporary-protected-status-haiti
https://haitiantimes.com/2019/01/03/trial-to-begin-in-fight-to-challenge-trump-haiti-tps-decision/
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Interviews for this article with dozens of Haitians who lived in IDP camps after losing their homes in the 2010 

earthquake call these claims into question. We found that the vast majority of these earthquake-displaced 

Haitians still do not have safe or adequate shelter and are now living in informal settlements where they lack 

access to basic services. Many of them, far from voluntarily leaving the camps, were violently evicted. After 

examining the conditions in just four of the 1,555 camps where displaced Haitians lived, we found evidence 

that at least 32 individuals had died in these camps. Yet IOM does not keep track of such deaths, the 

organization confirmed. The evicted, the dangerously housed, and many of the dead, we found, are counted in 

that 96 percent decrease in camp population as evidence of “progress.” 

IOM is now using the flawed system it developed in Haiti to track people displaced by conflict and disaster in 

a host of other countries around the world. 

 

A camp for displaced Haitians in Port-au-Prince on Jan. 22, 2010. 

  

Photo: Chris Hondros/Getty Images 

Unrecorded Deaths 

https://www.globaldtm.info/
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Adeline Geffrard, her 1-year-old son, her parents, her two sisters, and her brother were among the more than 

1.5 million Haitians IOM initially counted in Haiti’s IDP camps. After the January 2010 earthquake destroyed 

the Geffrards’ home in the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, the seven members of Adeline’s family took 

refuge in Parc Jean Marie Vincent, a sports park that transformed into Haiti’s largest displacement camp. The 

Geffrards fashioned a makeshift tent out of a tarp they were given by an aid group. Through constant 

exposure to the burning Caribbean sun, however, the plastic sheet soon began to wear through and rip, leaving 

the family with little protection from the downpours of Haiti’s rainy season that spring or the cyclones that hit 

the camp during hurricane season that fall. 

The camp where Adeline’s family lived was one of many that formed in the immediate aftermath of the 

earthquake, as survivors fleeing the debris of their collapsing homes and neighborhoods took refuge on any 

available piece of land in Port-au-Prince. According to a 2010 study of conditions in about 100 IDP camps in 

Haiti by researchers from the City University of New York and the Université d’État d’Haïti, only 10 percent 

of families living in these camps had so much as a proper tent for shelter; 90 percent were sleeping under 

tarps or even bedsheets. Meanwhile, 40 percent of camps did not have access to water, while 30 percent did 

not have toilets of any kind. These conditions made camp residents particularly vulnerable when cholera 

broke out in Haiti in October 2010, after sewage from a base housing infected United Nations peacekeepers 

made its way into an important Haitian water source. 

In the first few months after the earthquake, NGOs occasionally distributed food staples such as rice to 

residents of the camp in Parc Jean Marie Vincent. “They would pass by and give us a bit of food,” Adeline 

recalled. However, on more than one occasion, she returned to her family’s tent empty-handed after waiting in 

line because there wasn’t enough food to go around. “We stood under the sun but didn’t get anything,” she 

explained. 

A 2010 study by Partners in Health showed that prior to the cholera outbreak, medical services and water 

distribution in Parc Jean Marie Vincent met the minimum standards identified in the Humanitarian Charter 

and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response, an influential set of guidelines developed by humanitarian 

NGOs. However, the study also showed that “food, shelter, sanitation, and security were below minimum 

accepted standard and of major concern.” While the guidelines specify that that there should be at least one 

toilet for every 50 people, there were only 115 latrines in the camp, whose population was estimated to be 

about 48,000 in the months after the earthquake. This amounted to about one latrine for every 400 residents 

— just one-eighth of the minimum needed to ensure basic sanitation. Adeline still has a clear memory of these 

latrines, which became so filthy that many residents considered them unsafe. “They were all clogged,” she 

recalled, scrunching up her nose in disgust. “[It was] terrible.” 

When Adeline finally left the camp, in early 2014, only five of the seven members of her family were still 

alive. 

When Adeline finally left the camp, in early 2014, only five of the seven members of her family were still 

alive. “I lost my big sister,” she said softly, in Kreyòl, “and then I lost my father.” In December 2013, 

Adeline’s sister Ninese suddenly developed terrible diarrhea and began vomiting. The family brought her to a 

hospital, where a doctor confirmed that she had cholera. After a week, Ninese appeared to have gotten better 

and was released. However, her symptoms returned. Ninese died in Parc Jean Marie Vincent just as her 

family was making arrangements for someone to drive her back to the hospital. She was 28. 

https://sites.tufts.edu/jha/archives/869
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4048938/
https://handbook.spherestandards.org/en/sphere/#ch001
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A month later, Adeline’s father, Therus, went to the hospital after displaying symptoms of cholera and 

received treatment. “He was starting to feel a bit better,” Adeline recalled, so like her sister, he returned to the 

camp. A few days later, his symptoms, too, were back with a vengeance. According to Adeline, “He died 

right away.” 

Dr. Louise Ivers, former senior health and policy adviser at Partners in Health, which ran a cholera treatment 

center in Parc Jean Marie Vincent, confirmed by email that “we did have deaths.” She declined to specify 

exactly how many cholera deaths occurred in the camp, which has since been closed through a formal 

relocation program administered by IOM. Ivers explained that this was “ministry of health data” and thus she 

would “not be able to share directly.” 

 

Yet Dr. Patrick Dely, director of epidemiology at the Haitian Ministry of Public Health and Population, which 

tracks cholera deaths, said that his department does not actually know how many residents of camps like Parc 

Jean Marie Vincent died of cholera. The department records both cholera deaths that occur in institutional 

settings, such as hospitals and cholera treatment centers, and those that occur in community settings. But 

when asked about how many of those who died of cholera were IDP camp residents, Dely confirmed that his 

department “does not have the data.” 

In Mega 4, another camp in Port-au-Prince that IOM has since closed through a relocation program, at least 

12 people died of cholera, according to François Jesner, an elected member of the camp leadership committee 

who worked for five months in a cholera treatment center in the camp. As was the case in Parc Jean Marie 
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Vincent, residents of Mega 4 had access to water, which was initially distributed for free, and some health 

care facilities, including a maternity clinic. But distribution of food staples only lasted a few weeks, according 

to Fritz Belance, another Mega 4 resident and member of the camp leadership committee. “Then the Haitian 

government asked for that to stop,” he recalled. On some level, Fritz considered the decision reasonable; it 

seemed logical that people should work to provide for their families. However, “there was no work,” he said. 

“There were people who couldn’t eat.” And as was the case in IDP camps across Haiti, he explained, other 

services diminished after the first year. 

Life in Mega 4 took a particular toll on Fritz’s mother, Gèze Belance. For nearly six years, Gèze lived under 

the same tarp as her son. During this period, Fritz recalled, his mother’s health declined significantly, before 

her eventual death from an apparent heart attack in September 2015. 

 

 

Fritz Belance looks through images and documents related to the death of his mother, Gèze Belance, 

including documentation of her funeral, her death certificate, and a receipt for the funeral services.Photos: 

Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

Clémane Joseph, who took refuge in Mega 4 with his daughter Mickerlange Joseph and her son after their 

home in Port-au-Prince was destroyed, also died in the camp. Clémane had been injured during the 

earthquake, when a concrete block fell on his foot as he escaped from his home carrying his 1-year-old 
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grandson in his arms. During his years in the camp, the wound on Clémane’s foot became increasingly 

infected. On several occasions, his son Mara-Donal Joseph, a motorcycle taxi driver, brought Clémane to a 

hospital in Port-au-Prince. However, the hospital always charged fees for these visits, and neither Mara-Donal 

nor Mickerlange, whose meager earnings came from selling used clothing and cigarettes, could afford to keep 

paying. Mara-Donal remembered that his father’s foot appeared very red and swollen. Then the wound 

opened, and he could see the bones. “There were worms inside,” Mara-Donal recalled. By late 2012, Clémane 

was no longer able to walk. He died in Mega 4 on December 28, 2014. 

 

The Tabarre Issa community in Port-au-Prince on Nov. 12, 2018. 

  

Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

 

Twenty-nine-year-old Martineau Basil was also unable to access the medical care he needed in the camp 

where his family lived, according to his uncle Wilsson Basil. After the Basils’ home in Port-au-Prince was 

destroyed, the family took refuge in a camp in Champ de Mars, a public plaza at the heart of the Haitian 
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capital. Martineau, who had suffered serious injuries when a concrete wall fell on him during the earthquake, 

died after less than a month in the camp, according to Wilsson. 

In Tabarre Issa, one of Haiti’s remaining IDP camps, 15 camp residents have died since 2010, according to 

camp committee member Luxama Livenson. He cited poor living conditions as an important factor in these 

deaths in Tabarre Issa, where he says many residents lack access to food, clean drinking water, and medical 

care. 

Given that conditions and services in other IDP camps in Haiti were generally no better than those in Tabarre 

Issa, Parc Jean Marie Vincent, or Mega 4, it seems likely that many others died in the more than 1,500 camps 

that formed in the aftermath of the earthquake. Many such deaths, including those of Martineau Basil, Therus 

and Ninese Geffrard, Gèze Belance, Clémane Joseph, and the 12 people who reportedly died of cholera in 

Mega 4, are officially counted as “progress” — part of that much-cited reduction in camp population. Others, 

like those who died in Tabarre Issa, are still being counted by IOM as part of the population living in IDP 

camps. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix 

Since the 2010 earthquake, IOM has collected data on Haiti’s displaced population through a system called 

the Displacement Tracking Matrix. According to Emmanuelle Deryce, an IOM operations officer, the first 

step the agency undertook in implementing this tracking system was to register the residents of every site 

IOM had identified as an IDP camp. The agency gathered information about each household in the camp, 

including the head of household, the total members, and their contact information, and issued each family an 

IDP registration card. 

Whenever an IDP camp was closed through a relocation program, IOM or its partner agencies carried out an 

additional registration to determine who was still living in the camp and thus eligible for assistance. When 

IOM agents came to re-register the residents of Mega 4, Mickerlange informed them about the death of her 

father, who was identified on her family’s IDP registration card as the head of her three-person household. 

But that information might never have been recorded. Humanitarian organizations often keep track of deaths 

among the people they seek to assist, as mortality rates are a common assessment measure. However, Deryce 

confirmed that IOM has kept no records of deaths in Haitian IDP camps like Mega 4. 

“For us, the indicator is decrease of people in camps. Because we want to close camps.” 

“Here, we don’t really measure how a program is working with the number of deaths,” a data analyst who 

worked in IOM’s Haiti Mission explained in a recorded interview cited in my Ph.D. thesis. “For us, the 

indicator is decrease of people in camps. Because we want to close camps.” 

This data analyst, who spoke to me on condition of anonymity for my doctoral research, did not respond to 

follow-up questions for this article. However, on a three-way Skype call, Deryce and Giuseppe Loprete, 

IOM’s chief of mission in Haiti, elaborated on the procedure IOM uses to count decreases in the number of 

Haitians living in camps. Deryce explained that IOM staff she referred to as “enumerators” regularly visit 

Haiti’s remaining camps and count the number of shelters in each site. “We continue visiting sites on a 

regular basis,” she said. “If people reduce, we make sure we’re able to track that.” 

https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/983850/
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“We also have our drones,” Loprete added, explaining that unmanned aerial vehicles are “a very powerful 

tool” to help the agency find out if camps “for some reason expanded or reduced.” 

In late 2010, when IOM published its first report based on the data it gathered through the Displacement 

Tracking Matrix, the agency estimated that 1.5 million people were living in 1,555 IDP camps throughout 

Haiti. As of this past January, when IOM published its most recent report on Haiti, just 23 camps remained 

open, housing fewer than 35,000 Haitians. The agency thus concluded that there had been a “reduction of 99 

percent of sites and 98 percent of IDPs identified in 2010.” 

Forced Evictions 

Most of the decrease IOM counted in camp residents occurred within the first few years after the earthquake. 

Yet these relocations hardly appear to be signs of progress. Household surveys have shown that most families 

who left Haiti’s IDP camps during this period either felt compelled to leave due to the appalling conditions or 

were forcibly evicted. 

In February 2011, IOM carried out a survey of 1,033 households that had lived in camps that closed within a 

year of the disaster. Evictions were the most frequently cited reason that survey respondents gave for leaving 

the camps, followed by rain or hurricanes, poor conditions, and crime or insecurity. Of the former camp 

residents who responded to the survey, 25 percent reported that their households were still living in a tent or 

makeshift shelter, and another 29 percent said they had moved into a house that was in need of repair. Only 

42 percent of respondents reported that their families were living in an undamaged house. 

Of the more than 1,500 camps that have closed since 2010, at least 177 — or about 12 percent — were closed 

through evictions, according to an April 2018 IOM report. IOM estimated that such evictions — many of 

which were carried out violently at the behest of private landlords, often with the complicity or active 

involvement of local Haitian authorities — have driven 60,570 Haitians out of IDP camps. 

Among those who were violently evicted was 60-year-old Maude Maselus. After the earthquake destroyed the 

house she rented in Port-au-Prince, Maude took refuge in a camp not far from the rubble of her home in 

Delmas 17, a relatively central neighborhood in the Haitian capital. For more than a year and a half, she lived 

under a tarp in the camp, which was located on private land. 

The armed men ordered them to the ground. Then they began beating people. 

However, one day in August 2011, a representative from the mayor’s office arrived in the camp. “He came 

with many leaders who were well armed, to crush our homes,” recalled Maude, who said she barely had time 

to salvage her meager belongings before the gun-toting men ordered her to dismantle her tent. Some camp 

residents panicked and began to run. The armed men ordered them to the ground. Then they began beating 

people. 

Jean-Alex Jacques, who lived in the same camp in Delmas 17 with his girlfriend, referred to what happened 

that day as a deplasman fosè — a forced displacement. A slight man who is now 32, Jean-Alex said he was 

badly beaten by the gunmen, who forced him and his girlfriend, along with hundreds of others, to leave the 

camp. 

https://haiti.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents_files/DTM%20Haiti%202010_Round%2033_ENG.PDF
https://canada-haiti.ca/content/new-report-housing-haiti-authored-mark-schuller
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/internally-displaced-persons-idp-return-survey-initial-results-march-2011
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6491990-DTM-Haiti-Round-32.html
https://www.amnestyusa.org/reports/nowhere-to-go-forced-evictions-in-haitis-displacement-camps/
https://youtu.be/c4i3yXR5tDQ
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Like many others who were evicted that day, Maude, Jean-Alex, and his girlfriend have since moved to 

Corail, an informal settlement north of the Haitian capital. Maude erected a makeshift tent there with the same 

tarp she’d used in the camp, on a dusty patch of land just a few meters from a similar shelter where Jean-Alex 

and his girlfriend now live with their 4-year-old daughter. 

Corail is located on a wind-swept plain that is prone to flooding during the rainy season. The area was 

sparsely populated before 2010, when the Haitian government declared it public domain. Individuals who 

claim to be the land’s prior owners maintain that the government never compensated them, 

leaving unresolved questions about tenants’ tenure. Yet despite this uncertainty, and the lack of basic services 

like running water and electricity, hundreds of thousands of Haitians have migrated to informal settlements 

here over the past nine years, to stake claim to a piece of land or purchase a plot from someone who claimed it 

first. Canaan, the largest of these settlements, is now estimated to have a population of more than 200,000. 

IOM initially identified Canaan and two other informal settlements in the area as IDP camps and counted their 

residents as part of the country’s displaced population. However, at the request of the Haitian government in 

2013, when IOM estimated that there were more than 64,000 people living in these settlements, the 

agency stopped counting their residents as IDPs. While the rationale for this request was that the settlements 

had the characteristics of “new neighborhoods needing urban planning with a long term view,” the 

reclassification made residents even more vulnerable to eviction. 

 

The Jerusalem section of Canaan, a neighborhood that formed after the 2010 earthquake. 

http://haitigrassrootswatch.squarespace.com/31controverseEng
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-haiti-landrights-quake/in-haitis-city-without-a-government-residents-want-land-titles-taxation-idUSKCN1P60IQ
https://www.vqronline.org/reporting-articles/2017/04/they-call-it-canaan
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/01_IOM%20DTM_Haiti_Round%2017_EN_20140110_0.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=223
http://cepr.net/blogs/haiti-relief-and-reconstruction-watch/iom-reports-big-drop-in-idp-population-after-removing-3-areas-from-official-camp-list
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Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

We also found indications that IOM’s tally of Haitians evicted from IDP camps may be incomplete. Although 

Mega 4, for example, was formally closed through a relocation program, camp leaders and former residents 

say they were nonetheless forced out at gunpoint. 

Officially, many of the larger camps were closed through cash grant programs, which offered residents a one-

year rental subsidy, paid by organizations like IOM. As these agencies feared that individuals who were not 

camp residents might try to seek payment, the final registration was often carried out at night, with the 

assistance of police or U.N. soldiers who typically cordoned off camp perimeters so nobody who wasn’t 

already inside could enter. During this final registration, residents were often ordered to take down their tarp 

shelters before tractors leveled all the campsites. 

During the closure of Mega 4, Fritz said, some camp residents were also beaten by the police. He explained 

that a number of residents were calling for a more durable solution than a one-year subsidy. When IOM 

announced its plans to close Mega 4 through cash grants they saw as insufficient, residents protested, and 

some refused to leave. IOM returned several times to Mega 4 in the lead-up to the camp’s closure. “The last 

journey they made, the National Police came,” Fritz recalled. “They came around midnight, 1 in the morning, 

while people were asleep.” Fritz said camp residents who resisted removal that night were beaten. 

Mara-Donal’s mother-in-law, Trinidad Paul, was among the Mega 4 residents reluctant to leave the camp. “It 

was the police who came and forced us out,” she said. “They came and beat people. That’s what made us 

leave.” Trinidad remembers hearing a particularly loud burst of gunfire that night, which she later learned was 

the cops firing warning shots in the air. “The noise frightened me,” she recalled. She said she hid in her tent, 

lying flat on her stomach, her heart racing. 

It was in the midst of this police operation that Fritz’s mother, Gèze, died of an apparent heart attack. Fritz 

said her sudden death occurred after she was woken up by the loud blast of gunfire. “This huge noise shocked 

us all,” added the soft-spoken camp leader. He was at Gèze’s side when she died. 

Asked about the closure of Mega 4, an IOM spokesperson confirmed that the final registration of camp 

residents took place around 2 a.m. with the assistance of Haitian and U.N. police officers. The organization 

disputed allegations of violence against camp residents and said that no loss of life occurred that night. 

https://admin.concern.net/sites/default/files/media/migrated/evaluation_of_the_rental_support_cash_grant_applied_to_return_and_relocation_programs_in_haiti.pdf


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

62 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

 

Mickerlange Joseph at the home where she is temporarily living in Village Philadelphie, an informal 

settlement north of Port-au-Prince. 

  

Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

Backward, Not Forward 

Relocation programs like the one IOM used to close Mega 4 offered families a means of securing safe rental 

accommodation — if only temporarily. While these programs — which were also administered by various 

international charity groups, including the Red Cross and World Vision — varied slightly depending on 

which agency ran them, they all followed the same basic model. To access the one-year rent subsidy, each 

eligible family was responsible for identifying an available property on the private market that met basic 

safety standards and negotiating the rent with the landlord. Once the property was approved by the 

administering agency, the family signed a one-year lease with the landlord, who received the subsidy upfront. 

The amount allocated for this payment was generally $500 for the full year; only if the rent cost less did the 

family get to keep any of the subsidy for themselves. 
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When IOM closed Mega 4, Mickerlange and her child were still living in the makeshift tent they had shared 

with Clémane before he died. The young mother, now 31, expected to receive a subsidy. However, she said, 

once she informed an IOM agent about her father’s death, “the agent took the card and said the card wasn’t 

valid anymore.” Without an IDP card, Mickerlange recalled an IOM representative telling her, they “couldn’t 

do anything for me.” She said the IOM agent promised to follow up with her but never returned. “The tractors 

came, [but] we never got the money,” she said. 

Asked about the scenario Mickerlange described, the IOM spokesperson said that “for any individual who 

may have felt left out or neglected,” there was a grievance process led by the Tabarre mayor’s office that 

“Mrs. Joseph could have undergone to address any wrongdoing.” 

 

According to Mickerlange, however, she did go through the grievance process and was nevertheless denied 

benefits. 

Her brother Mara-Donal, who lived in a separate tarp shelter in Mega 4 with his wife and kids, did receive a 

rental subsidy. With that assistance, Mara-Donal, his wife, Phara, and their three children moved back to 

Petite Place Cazeau, the middle-class neighborhood of Port-au-Prince where they lived before the earthquake. 

It was a success — for a time. After the one-year subsidy ended, they were unable to afford their rent and had 

to move out. 

“The state is not present, international organizations aren’t present. … It’s as if we’re a pack of animals.” 
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In 2012, a consultancy firm called the WolfGroup carried out a phone survey of households that received 

subsidies for an evaluation commissioned by the Haitian government and organizations involved in 

administering the grant programs. Based on information collected about each household’s income, savings, 

and debt loads, the evaluators assessed that 60 percent of surveyed families would not be able to afford their 

rent after the end of the subsidy. 

As the evaluation emphasized, these programs were “not intended as a long-term solution.” Rather, they were 

supposed to provide “a short-term ‘boost’ to get grantees into a safe rental solution and develop their own 

solution for the mid-term.” Yet the evaluators also pointed out that Haitians still living in camps at the advent 

of these programs were members of “the poorest urban class in Haiti with the least options.” They noted that 

the circumstances of these households, most of which live on less than $2 a day, was “a reflection of the 

broader economic problems in Haiti,” including high rates of unemployment and underemployment. Since 

this evaluation, Haiti’s economy has further deteriorated, as a significant depreciation of the country’s 

currency and soaring inflation has hit Haitian families with a dramatic spike in prices of even such basic 

staples as rice. 

 

Now, amid a political standoff between the U.S.-backed government of Jovenel Moïse and various groups 

calling for his resignation over charges of corruption, many Haitian communities are also experiencing food 

insecurity, fuel shortages, and power outages. Schools and businesses have closed, aid deliveries have been 

suspended, and hospitals have been forced to cut services. Over the past few weeks, as thousands of Haitians 

have taken to the streets to protest, at least 30 people have been killed, including 15 who were killed by the 

police. Some Haitians say conditions in their country are worse than anything they’ve previously experienced. 

http://www.ijdh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Haiti-Rental-Grant-Evaluation-the-WolfGroup.pdf
http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/business-report/haiti-central-bank-governor-concerned-about-depreciation-of-local-currency_166509?profile=1056
https://nacla.org/news/2019/09/26/shooting-haitian-parliament-surprises-few-anti-government-protests-continue
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article235718952.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/20/world/americas/Haiti-crisis-violence.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/20/world/americas/Haiti-crisis-violence.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/20/world/americas/Haiti-crisis-violence.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
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Since 2010, the cost of rent in Port-au-Prince, already high relative to the meager incomes of many Haitian 

families, has skyrocketed. The Haitian government has estimated that 250,000 homes collapsed in the 

earthquake or were destroyed beyond repair, exacerbating a housing shortage that existed even before the 

disaster. 

Many subsidy recipients suggested that the grants themselves contributed to the spike in housing prices. The 

majority of participants in the WolfGroup’s survey believed that landlords raised rental prices because they 

were aware that an international organization would be paying the rent. A subsequent 

external evaluation identified “inflation of the price of rental housing” as a potential negative consequence of 

these programs. The consultants hired to carry out this 2014 evaluation also raised concerns that families who 

left IDP camps with the assistance of grants might have since moved into the new informal settlements north 

of Port-au-Prince. 

 

 

Top: A view of Village Philadelphie, an informal settlement north of Port-au-Prince. Left/Middle: Mara-

Donal’s home in Village Philadelphie. Right/Bottom: Sandra Joseph, Mara-Donal’s sister, and her son 

Merwens at Mara-Donal’s home. Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

Mara-Donal and Phara moved to one of the most remote of these settlements in 2016. Unable to afford the 

rising cost of rent in Port-au-Prince, they decided to buy a small plot of land in the settlement, which is called 

https://web.archive.org/web/20100207005409/http:/www.theage.com.au/world/haitians-angry-over-slow-aid-20100204-ng2g.html
http://www.ijdh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Haiti-Rental-Grant-Evaluation-the-WolfGroup.pdf
https://admin.concern.net/sites/default/files/media/migrated/evaluation_of_the_rental_support_cash_grant_applied_to_return_and_relocation_programs_in_haiti.pdf
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Village Philadelphie. Originally, they’d planned to build themselves a proper home, but more than two years 

later, they’re still living under the same tarps, wood, and tin sheets that formed their tent in Mega 4. Mara-

Donal said that the same difficulties they confronted in the camp have continued to plague them in Village 

Philadelphie. There’s no potable water station in the area, so the family has to buy water by the bucket from a 

truck and treat it themselves to ensure that it is safe to drink. Nor is there electricity, or streetlights, or a 

medical clinic. “The state is not present, international organizations aren’t present,” Mara-Donal observed. 

“There’s nothing. There’s no infrastructure there for us.” 

“It’s as if we’re a pack of animals,” he added. 

According to Phara, life in Village Philadelphie is in some ways more difficult than it was in the camp. She 

reports that it was easier to access potable water in Mega 4, where aid organizations often distributed 

chlorination tablets. There was a free maternity clinic in the camp, where her youngest child, Clara, was born, 

but Village Philadelphie is so far from any public hospital or clinic that Phara has found it difficult to access 

health care at all. This has been an acute concern, since Clara has repeatedly been sick with pneumonia since 

they arrived in the settlement. 

In Mega 4, Phara ran a small business, making and selling pastries. She continued this business in front of the 

house her family rented through IOM’s grant program. However, since their move to Village Philadelphie, 

Phara’s business has gone bust. There were simply too few capable of buying her pastries in the remote, 

impoverished settlement. Phara soon realized that she was spending more on ingredients than she was 

bringing in. 

Join Our Newsletter 

Original reporting. Fearless journalism. Delivered to you. 

I’m in 

As the family’s financial situation has worsened, they have had to cut back on basic necessities. Before the 

earthquake, they ate three meals a day, according to Phara, who says they typically managed this even in the 

camp. However, since their arrival in Village Philadelphie, they have only been able to afford one meal a day. 

Her mother, Trinidad, who also received a grant from IOM, lives next door to Phara and Mara-Donal’s 

family. Like her daughter, Trinidad has found it much harder to make a living in the settlement than in the 

camp, where she also ran a small business, reselling items such as candles and cooking gas. Procuring the 

types of goods she sold in Mega 4 would be much more expensive in Village Philadelphie due to the 

additional travel costs required to get to the nearest market, so Trinidad hasn’t been able to restart her 

business. 

The frame of the tiny shelter where Trinidad lives with her youngest son, Fritz, and her 1-year-old 

granddaughter, Carlene, is made out of the same wood beams as the tarp shelter where they lived in the camp. 

However, as Village Philadelphie is often hit by strong winds, Trinidad had to fortify her shelter with 

something sturdier. So she sold her IOM tarp to raise money to buy some tin sheets. Yet these flimsy tin walls 

are already badly rusted and don’t keep out the rain. And she doesn’t have money to buy any new materials. 

“The water comes in there,” she said, pointing to a hole in the wall above a thin single mattress where she 

https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
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sleeps at night with Carlene, who she said had been sick with diarrhea for three months. “When the rain falls, 

the entire bed is soaked.” Village Philadelphie is also farther than Mega 4 from Fritz’s school, making it much 

more expensive to get there by public transit. “Mega 4 was better than here!” she exclaimed, gazing at the 

hole in the wall, which she had tried to cover with a pair of laminated food guide posters. “We’ve gone 

backward, not forward! This place is not good for us at all, at all, at all.” 

 

 

Left/Top: Trinidad Paul with her son Fritz, right, and her granddaughter Carlene, in her arms. Right/Bottom: 

Phara prepares food for the family.Photos: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

A study carried out by the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti found that many other families who 

left the camps through rental subsidies had also ended up in worse conditions. Forty-four families who moved 

out of six IDP camps in Port-au-Prince through a cash grant program run by the Haitian government were 

surveyed at three different stages of the program. The last of these surveys was administered in 2013, when 

92 percent of these families’ rental subsidies had ended. A substantial majority reported that their living 

situation and food security were worse than before the earthquake. Thirty-seven percent reported that their 

access to clean water was worse than it was in the camps, 29 percent said their access to medical care was 

worse, and 37 percent reported that they ate less well than in the camps. 

http://www.ijdh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Haitis-Housing-Crisis-Jan-2014-fact-sheet.pdf
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Even as a temporary fix, the rental subsidies were only offered to a minority of the families consigned to IDP 

camps. Of the more than 1.5 million Haitians IOM originally counted in these camps, only 302,116 — less 

than 20 percent — left through a subsidy program, according to IOM. 

The vast majority of Haiti’s former IDP camp residents — like Adeline’s family, whose surviving members 

fled Parc Jean Marie Vincent after her sister and father died — were simply no longer living in an IDP camp 

when IOM and its drones returned to recount Haiti’s displaced population. By April 2018, IOM reported that 

there had been 1,143,108 such disappearances, which the agency refers to as “spontaneous returns” — 

accounting for three-quarters of the decrease the agency has counted. 

 

The agency does not know how many individuals it tallies as “spontaneous returns” actually died in the 

camps. 

Deryce, the IOM operations officer, confirmed that the agency does not know how many individuals it tallies 

as “spontaneous returns” actually died in the camps. Nor does IOM know how many members of households 

that left through evictions or rental subsidies died in the camps. As part of the final registration IOM carries 

out in camps it closes through rental subsidy programs, the agency has a questionnaire it uses to gather 

information about each family who leaves. The questionnaire does not ask a basic question: whether any 

members of the family died in the camp. As Loprete, IOM’s chief of mission in Haiti, explained, “We did not 

know of instances of deaths. We never received any notifications of deaths. … We did not really track 

deaths.” 

https://haiti.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents_files/DTM%20Haiti%202010_Round%2033_ENG.PDF
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6491990-DTM-Haiti-Round-32.html
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Asked whether IOM nevertheless considers the decrease in IDP camp population to be a sign of progress, 

IOM’s spokesperson insisted that it did: “Progress towards finding durable solutions for all earthquake 

victims continues. It progressed from 96 percent in 2017 to 98 percent in mid-2019. Out of the original 1,555 

IDP sites, only 22 will remain open at the end of 2019. This translates into solutions for 98 percent of initial 

caseload of persons displaced by the 2010 earthquake.” 

IOM eventually closed Parc Jean Marie Vincent through a rent subsidy program. However, because none of 

the Geffrards were still living in the camp when IOM launched the program, neither Adeline nor any of her 

surviving family members were able to access assistance. Adeline, now 28, currently lives with her spouse 

and three kids in Pernier 47, a suburb of Port-au-Prince, in the house of acquaintances who are temporarily 

living elsewhere and saw “we were in a very difficult situation,” she explained. She has no idea where her 

family will go when the owners of the home return. 

 

A makeshift community, originally made up of tents, that has existed in the Fort National neighborhood of 

Port-au-Prince since the 2010 earthquake. These homes are now made of pieces of tarp and scrap metal. 

  

Photo: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 
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The Scale of the Crisis 

To this day, very little of the housing that was destroyed in the 2010 earthquake has been rebuilt. And the 

housing crisis was exacerbated by Hurricane Matthew in 2016, which displaced an estimated 175,000. Many 

Haitian families continue to lack access to adequate shelter, which places them at risk in the event of yet 

another disaster. This is a particular concern because Haiti is in the midst of its annual hurricane season, and 

experts have predicted more storms than usual before the season ends in late November. 

Conditions remain particularly unsafe for Haitians who remain in IDP camps, where many women and girls 

have been raped or sexually assaulted. As of April 2018, when IOM published its latest report on conditions 

in Haiti’s remaining camps, the vast majority of these camps did not have access to water, and three did not 

have so much as a single latrine. In many others, IOM reported that the latrines were so full that they 

constituted a health risk. 

Electricity is available to those who can afford it in parts of Canaan, the former IDP camp, where the Haitian 

government and various international organizations have invested in building some basic infrastructure, 

including a paved road, and a private hospital has also opened. However, access to such services remains a 

major problem for residents of other informal settlements north of Port-au-Prince. Given the uncertainty of 

land tenure, residents are at risk of being evicted from whatever makeshift homes they have been able to build 

for themselves. Many former camp residents have already been violently evicted from their new homes in 

Canaan, according to Amnesty International. 

Given that many Haitians continue to lack access to clean drinking water, quality medical care, and proper 

waste disposal services, deadly water-borne diseases like cholera remain a major risk. Since 2010, more than 

9,700 Haitians have died from cholera, and 819,000 have contracted the disease. Moreover, cholera has 

become endemic in Haiti, according to Doctors Without Borders. While suspected new cholera cases 

have declined significantly since the height of the epidemic in 2011, the U.N. has warned that Haiti remains 

“extremely vulnerable” to the disease. The U.S. Agency for International Development has 

also documented growing food insecurity in the country. 

For these reasons, USCIS researchers determined that Haiti continued to meet the conditions for TPS when 

the country’s designation came up for renewal in 2017. As the authors of an internal USCIS 

report emphasized that October, “Many of the conditions prompting the original January 2010 TPS 

designation persist, and the country remains vulnerable to external shocks and internal fragility.” 

Left/Top: Jean Felix and Fanesse in the makeshift community where they live in the Fort National 

neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. Right/Bottom: A girl looks out the window of her home in the Fort National 

neighborhood.Photos: Marie Arago for Type Investigations 

However, the following month, DHS terminated Haiti’s TPS designation. In a press release announcing the 

decision, Duke, then-acting DHS secretary, claimed, “The extraordinary but temporary conditions caused by 

the 2010 earthquake no longer exist.” The very first data point Duke cited to support this claim was the 

decrease IOM counted in the number of Haitians living in IDP camps — from which at least 60,500 were 

evicted, and where an untold number died. 

https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2017/4/6/haiti
https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/noaa-increases-chance-for-above-normal-hurricane-season
https://www.madre.org/press-publications/press-release/gender-based-violence-against-haitian-women-girls-internal
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6491990-DTM-Haiti-Round-32.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/iom-completes-first-road-massive-displacement-settlement-haiti
https://www.amnestyusa.org/files/amr360012015en.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/countries/haiti/what/eliminating-cholera-haiti.html
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/haiti-fighting-spread-mosquito-borne-diseases
http://mspp.gouv.ht/site/downloads/Profil%20statistique%20Cholera%20%2031SE%202019.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/ht-unct-cholerafactsheet24april2017.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/haiti/food-assistance
https://www.nipnlg.org/PDFs/practitioners/our_lit/impact_litigation/2018_16Apr_foia-tps-haiti.pdf
https://www.nipnlg.org/PDFs/practitioners/our_lit/impact_litigation/2018_16Apr_foia-tps-haiti.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/11/20/acting-secretary-elaine-duke-announcement-temporary-protected-status-haiti
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While IOM began developing its data collection system in Iraq, Loprete explained that “Haiti was always sort 

of a pilot or pioneer for this tool,” noting, “We can use it of course for other disasters.” 

Already, IOM is using the Displacement Tracking Matrix to monitor people displaced by disasters 

in Yemen, El Salvador, Honduras, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, and Somalia. The agency has 

also promoted the system as an important tool for tracking populations displaced by the climate crisis. 

IOM describes it as a service that “plays an essential role in providing primary data and information on 

displacement” to humanitarian agencies and governments and thus helps them to “deliver services and 

respond to needs in a timely manner.”  

 

Yet the central role that the Displacement Tracking Matrix has played in the Trump administration’s official 

rationale for terminating Haitians’ eligibility for TPS also suggests that the tool may contribute to 

underestimating the impact of disasters, whether earthquakes, wars, or climate change. By failing to track 

deaths, while ignoring the fate of displaced people who end up in informal settlements with higher risks and 

fewer services than IDP camps themselves, this tool risks producing highly distorted data that downplays the 

scale and severity of contemporary crises of displacement. Such a flawed system of data collection may be 

convenient for governments “fishing for reasons,” in Judge Kuntz’s words, to close their borders to asylum-

seekers. But it also has the potential to undermine humanitarian responses that are urgently needed at a time 

when more than 70 million people are forcibly displaced around the world, more than at any time in recorded 

history. 

https://www.globaldtm.info/yemen/
https://www.globaldtm.info/el-salvador/
https://www.globaldtm.info/honduras/
http://www.globaldtm.info/democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.globaldtm.info/sudan/
https://www.globaldtm.info/somalia/
https://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/excom_wim_aa6_iom_submission_submitted_16_may_2016_1.pdf
https://emergencymanual.iom.int/entry/19108
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With reporting assistance from Jeremy Dupin and Yvon Vilius. 

https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/haiti-tps-earthquake-displacement-camps/ 

  

https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/haiti-tps-earthquake-displacement-camps/
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Deja de ser patrimonio de un solo laboratorio  

Misoprostol: cuando la pastilla es la verdad 

La incorporación de la producción pública de misoprostol del laboratorio público de Santa Fe (sólo disponible 

en los centros de salud de esa provincia), y del Misop 200 que fabrica Laboratorio Domínguez, lastimó el 

monopolio que ejercía el Laboratorio Beta pero el acceso a este medicamento considerado esencial por la 

Organización Mundial de la Salud aún no está garantizado. El precio y la distribución son dos de los desafíos 

para las políticas públicas por venir.  

Por Sonia Tessa 

 

Imagen: Sebastián Freire 

Misoprostol. En esas doce pastillas que se necesitan para interrumpir un embarazo en el primer trimestre, en 

esa posibilidad de hacerse un aborto en casa, siguiendo mínimas instrucciones, estriba una de los mayores 

desafíos de la autonomía de mujeres y personas gestantes. Esa droga descubierta por las mujeres de los 

sectores populares de Brasil, dejó de ser un secreto apenas esbozado y se convirtió en una posibilidad 

concreta, una contraseña. Después de que Señorita Bimbo lo mencionara en el programa de Jorge Rial, en el 

verano de 2018, y se dispararan las consultas en google, no sólo el conocimiento se expandió: al monopolio 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/autores/1345-sonia-tessa
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de Beta, que produce el Oxaprost (medicamento utilizado para úlceras gástricas que contiene también 

diclofenac, y obliga a abrir cada comprimido), hoy se sumaron otros dos laboratorios que fabrican lo que se 

llama presentación dedicada: pastillas de 200 microgramos que sólo tienen la droga considerada esencial por 

la Organización Mundial de la Salud, en la dosis adecuada. 

El laboratorio Domínguez obtuvo en octubre del año pasado la autorización para vender su presentación, 

Misop 200, en farmacias, bajo receta archivada. El precio es de 4700 pesos. Y el laboratorio público de la 

provincia de Santa Fe, el LIF, terminó las etapas de prueba, para distribuir desde septiembre las dosis en todos 

los centros de salud de esa provincia. El precio de la producción estatal alcanza a un tercio de la privada, es 

decir que significa un ahorro de entre el 60 y el 70 por ciento, y sólo puede venderse a otros organismos 

estatales. No llegará a las farmacias. Los avances que trajo la difusión del aborto con medicamentos como un 

tratamiento ambulatorio y seguro y el conocimiento público de la existencia del derecho al aborto con 

causales tal como estableció el fallo FAL encuentra dificultades concretas: el precio de venta y el dispar 

acceso geográfico a la droga. Según los datos relevados por el proyecto Generar, a partir de datos de la 

Secretaría de Salud de la Nación, en 2019 se enviaron 6600 dosis (es decir tratamientos completos) a todo el 

país, de los cuales 2370 fueron para Buenos Aires y 510 para Capital Federal. En tanto, provincias como 

Misiones recibieron 45 dosis, San Juan y San Luis, 30, al igual que Santa Fe, Santiago del Estero, Neuquén, 

Salta, Corrientes, Chaco y Catamarca. “Nos preocupa la distribución, lo que manda la Nación a las provincias 

es muy poco. Es irrisoria la cantidad de dosis que envían, nosotras deberíamos verificar si cada municipio 

efectivamente hace una compra aparte, porque lo que manda el Ministerio es un chiste”, expresó la socióloga 

Victoria Tesoriero, que integra la Campaña Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto y es parte del proyecto 

Generar. En agosto, el monitoreo que realizan del precio del misoprostol determinó que el Misop 200 

significaba un 32,22 por ciento en relación con el salario mínimo, vital y móvil, mientras el Oxaprost trepaba 

al 54,40 por ciento de ese indicador, utilizado por la OMS. 

El próximo gobierno, según consideró la activista, “va a tener que tomar medidas en torno a la emergencia 

social y económica por la cual está atravesando nuestro país, que incluyan la cuestión de los medicamentos 

esenciales, alguna política de limitación de precios para favorecer el acceso de la población en un contexto de 

crisis como en el que estamos”. Desde ya que la producción pública de misoprostol “mejora el panorama”. 

Apuesta soberana 

La producción pública fue en Santa Fe una apuesta a la soberanía de los medicamentos. Desde 2013, la 

provincia garantiza las ILE de acuerdo al fallo FAL. “Con la producción que tenemos debería bastar para 

prácticamente un año”, expresó Oraldo Llanos, director de Políticas de Géneros e Interculturalidades de la 

provincia de Santa Fe. “Hay otras variables que juegan muy fuerte, desde lo político, lo institucional, como 

cuánto vale el peso, los presupuestos y ante un cambio local y nacional de equipos, no sé si se acelerará ese 

consumo. La idea fue que cubriera un año, pudimos hacerlo completando la canasta, ya que hicimos tanto la 

presentación vaginal como la de disolución bucal”, agregó. El LIF produjo 100 mil unidades (no dosis) de 

solución oral y la misma cantidad de uso vaginal. Los números de Santa Fe muestran cómo la política de 

acceso a ILES no sólo garantiza derechos –su principal objetivo- sino también baja costos de salud pública. 

En 2013 se registraron 12 abortos médicos sin complicación, 6 incompletos, 61 se complicaron y 0 indicación 

de misoprostol o de AMEU. En 2018, fueron 1836 los abortos médicos sin complicación. Hubo 1247 

indicaciones de uso de misoprostol en el territorio provincial. En los primeros cuatro meses de 2019, esa cifra 

trepó a 519, lo que permite proyectar un aumento en el año. Los gráficos que se elaboran desde Salud pública 

de Santa Fe indican que “a medida que los contactos en el sistema son más precoces y en el primer nivel de 

atención, se ve cómo las internaciones disminuyen, en forma proporcional, las situaciones son más 
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abordables, hay menos días de internación, las situaciones menos complicadas van teniendo más peso que las 

complicadas, que son aquellas en las que se llega tarde. Lo principal es la prevención del embarazo no 

intencional, pero si no se dio, es importante llegar temprano para acompañar a las personas”, describió 

Llanos. La producción propia impidió que la última corrida del dólar, y las dificultades presupuestarias, 

afectaran a la provisión de misoprostol en el sistema de salud santafesino, que incluye a la ciudad de Rosario. 

Uno de los impulsores de las políticas públicas en la provincia es Daniel Teppaz, actual director de Salud 

Sexual de la Municipalidad de Rosario. Le pone nombre concreto a la iniciativa del LIF. “Eso se llama 

soberanía sanitaria y soberanía sobre los medicamentos, obviamente abarata los costos y pone a disposición 

de toda la población un medicamento sin que necesariamente se tenga que recurrir a un laboratorio comercial, 

ni depender de patentes, porque ya sabemos lo que pasó con misoprostol históricamente. También el estado 

tiene la obligación de proveer lo que de alguna manera sostiene a través de las guías de la Organización 

Mundial de la Salud, del artículo 86 del Código penal y de los protocolos de ILE. Debería incorporar la 

mifepristona, que también figura en las guías y que podría desarrollarse sin problemas”, consideró el médico 

y apuntó: “Es una incoherencia promover una política pública de acceso de las mujeres a la ILE pero no 

proveer la tecnología necesaria para hacerlo. El misoprostol es una droga declarada esencial por la OMS, y su 

único uso ginecológico no es para el aborto, también se usa para las mujeres que tienen huevo huero y 

retenido, en la presentación de 50 microgramos se utiliza para la inducción del parto, se ha demostrado una 

baja importante en la reducción de las hemorragias pos partos, en el tratamiento médico y por lo tanto 

ambulatorio y no quirúrgico de las mujeres que hacen abortos espontáneos. O sea que tiene un montón de 

usos importantes en la atención de mujeres con capacidad de gestar. Alivia la vida de las mujeres 

notablemente”. 

Lo que vendrá 

Desde la Red de Profesionales para la Salud por el Derecho a Decidir, una de sus integrantes, Raquel Tizziani, 

subrayó el valor de contar con misoprostol de producción pública. “Estamos súper contentas de que salió lo 

prometido antes del cambio de gestión. En relación a la gestión próxima, que sería la de Perotti y Alejandra 

Rodenas (vicegobernadora electa), estamos con alguna incertidumbre en relación a la continuidad de las 

políticas públicas en salud sexual y reproductiva, sobre todo en materia de interrupción legal del embarazo, 

porque no sabemos todavía quiénes van a ser las personas encargadas de esta tarea de gestión en el Ministerio 

de Salud de la provincia, así que en ese sentido tenemos alguna incertidumbre, pero tenemos esperanza de que 

se sostenga por supuesto la producción pública de medicamento porque es la posibilidad de acceder a un 

derecho de un medicamento esencial, como es el misoprostol, aunque no tenemos mifepristona, que también 

es esencial. Al tener misoprostol, se puede sostener una política pública de justicia social en materia de acceso 

a los medicamentos”, expresó Tizziani. 

La duda sobre la continuidad de estas políticas a partir del 10 de diciembre, cuando Omar Perotti asuma como 

gobernador de Santa Fe, tuvo una primera respuesta en las declaraciones del justicialista. “Hay que garantizar 

plenamente la vigencia de lo que la Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Nación ha establecido, que ha ampliado 

las definiciones, el cómo y los criterios de aplicación de lo que ya establecía el Código Penal. Se sube un piso 

pero fundamentalmente se respeta la ley”, dijo Perotti en declaraciones públicas. Sobre la producción pública 

de misoprostol, una política específica, la respuesta se hará esperar hasta que estén confirmados los equipos 

que se harán cargo del Ministerio de Salud provincial. 

La otra incertidumbre es si Anmat autorizará la producción del LIF, para que pueda venderla a los ministerios 

de Salud de Nación y de otras provincias. “El estado tiene que garantizar la provisión a todos los servicios de 
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salud. Hoy los centros de salud lo brindan en una situación muy excepcional. Incluso en la Ciudad de Buenos 

Aires, que había, hoy no hay. No tienen medicación para dar, la escatiman mucho, porque tienen pocas dosis, 

porque ese es el tema hoy: el acceso al misoprostol”, puntualizó Tesoriero. 

Las prioridades 

La agenda urgente para que el próximo gobierno garantice derechos de las mujeres y personas gestantes 

incluye “despenalizar ya, reinstaurar el Ministerio de Salud, habilitar que Santa Fe distribuya en todo el país, 

incorporarlo dentro de los medicamentos de provisión gratuita, en el cortísimo plazo, para paliar la crisis. Y 

luego, normalizar la estadística de egresos hospitalarios, actualizar el protocolo de Interrupción Legal del 

Embarazo, que haya control de precios desde la Secretaría de Comercio Interior, que el estado licite las dosis, 

pero más que nada como incentivo a que circule en farmacias, controlar desde sindicatos que el misoprostol 

este cubierto por las obras sociales y que haya la misma regulación del precio que se prometió para todos los 

medicamentos”. El pliego lo elabora a mano alzada Luli Sánchez, abogada de la –hoy inactiva- Lesbianas y 

Feministas por la Descriminalización del Aborto, y una de las impulsoras de la presentación que hicieron el 

Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales y Nuevo Encuentro ante el Anmat para que se aprobara el uso 

obstétrico y ginecológico del misoprostol (algo que ocurrió el año pasado, al calor del debate en el Congreso 

nacional) y que se regule el monopolio de Beta. “En los hechos quien pone el precio sigue siendo Beta”, 

consideró Sánchez, y por eso pidió al Estado garantías para que “no se excluya por ningún motivo el 

misoprostol de los precios cuidados o de la gratuidad y que se impidan transformaciones fraudulentas de dosis 

y presentación como excusa para subir el precio y saltarse los acuerdos”, cosa que Beta ya hizo en 2014, 

cuando al ingresar una de las presentaciones en el Programa de Precios Cuidados desabasteció el mercado 

para inventar otra, con más pastillas y más cara. El acceso a derechos nunca fue su tema. 

Por eso, la autorización al Laboratorio Domínguez para el uso obstétrico y ginecológico, en una presentación 

de dosis ajustada y dedicada fue un gran avance, ya que atacaba directamente al monopolio de Beta. 

“Estamos proveyendo al Estado, ya que es muy importante contar con una dosis de 200 microgramos, que es 

la concentración que indica la OMS en el listado de medicamentos esenciales. Las indicaciones del producto 

son para uso ginecológico y obstétrico y al contener misoprostol como monodroga, permite administrar la 

dosis exacta”, se limitó a indicar Carina Rismondo, directora técnica del Laboratorio Domínguez. 

La cautela también se explica por las embestidas de los grupos antiderechos como Portal de Belén y 

Asociación para la Promoción de los Derechos Civiles (ProDeCi), que –como informó este diario el 11 de 

octubre pasado- hicieron lo que mejor conocen: presentaciones judiciales que no tienen posibilidades de 

prosperar pero retrasan el acceso de las mujeres a derechos reconocidos internacionalmente. El ejemplo es lo 

ocurrido en la provincia de Córdoba, donde demoraron durante siete años la aplicación del protocolo ILE, 

mientras la Justicia no se expedía. Finalmente, en septiembre, la resolución fue favorable a la salud pública. 

El tema es acceder 

El acceso al misoprostol es el gran tema cuando de garantizar derechos se trata. Uno de los recursos que hoy 

las mujeres conocen son las redes de acompañamiento para realizar las interrupciones de embarazos, como 

Socorristas en Red. “Es indudable que el aumento de los medicamentos, tanto del Oxaprost como del Misop 

afecta a enormemente a las mujeres, porque si está o no en las farmacias es un tema, pero otro es el costo, y 

no se puede desconocer que ese aumento desmedido, descontrolado que tiene que ver con la especulación 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

79 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

financiera que hay en este país en estos últimos meses y la falta de control de parte del estado, afecta 

enormemente la posibilidad de decidir de parte de las mujeres que necesitan interrumpir un embarazo”, indicó 

Ruth Zurbriggen, histórica referente de Socorristas en Red y de La Revuelta, de Neuquén. Otro tema es “de 

qué se están haciendo cargo las prepagas y las obras sociales, cuando el Código Penal rige también para el 

sistema privado de salud. Con esta situación, obligás a las mujeres que tienen obra social a acudir al sistema 

público de salud, porque a lo mejor no le recetan o no consigue el medicamento en el circuito privado”. La 

existencia de un mercado negro –debido la dificultad de acceder a la receta- es también una preocupación, ya 

que las mujeres pagan el doble del precio del mercado y muchas veces reciben dosis incompletas. 

Más allá del retroceso que significó el rechazo de la ley de interrupción voluntaria del embarazo en el Senado 

de la Nación, Zurbriggen subraya algunos avances. “Hay mucho más conocimiento de que la medicación 

existe, que se puede abortar con medicamentos. Nosotras tenemos una pregunta en nuestra protocola, les 

preguntamos a las mujeres si sabían que se puede abortar con medicamentos antes de conocernos, y te dicen 

que sí. Esa expansión no va al mismo ritmo con políticas públicas que garanticen el acceso a ese derecho”, 

planteó la activista, quien reconoció que tras el debate se fortalecieron los servicios que garantizan derechos, 

y también sumaron una gran convocatoria a activistas que quisieron sumarse a los socorrismos. 

Difundir derechos 

Desde Cedes (Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad), la investigadora Mariana Romero plantea la 

importancia de la producción pública. “La Anmat tiene que aprobarla para que venda a otros gobierno 

provinciales. En el escenario de máxima, la provincia lo puede vender y definitivamente esto va a ampliar la 

disponibilidad, porque se podría esperar que los costos y el precio final al cual vende el LIF sea un precio 

competitivo con Laboratorio Domínguez. A mí me parece que parte del juego del mercado es que haya 

presentaciones disponibles como la del LIF, la de Domínguez. Pero es importante la producción pública 

porque siempre es de calidad, es un producto confiable”, analizó Romero. “Ahí hay otro factor agregado, en 

costo, calidad, que haya más de un producto, no sólo el del laboratorio comercial sino el del LIF, que tiene un 

mercado más acotado porque sólo les puede vender a otros ministerios, no lo puede proveer a droguerías 

comerciales”, apuntó por qué es importante que se amplíen opciones. Romero apuntó que la producción de 

misoprostol “significa el respaldo a una política pública, en el sentido de que tenemos aborto legal en 

determinadas condiciones, y para esas condiciones tenemos un producto dedicado de producción pública que 

garantiza el acceso. Son razones fuertes para celebrar que el laboratorio público de Santa Fe produzca el 

medicamento”. 

En cuanto a la aparición del Misop 200, Romero también la pondera. “La gran ventaja es que todas tenemos 

acceso a un producto dedicado, que es la monodroga que necesitamos. Lo que estamos usando es lo que hay 

que usar, eso en términos de las mujeres ya significa una ganancia, porque además, pensándolo en clave de 

derechos, todes les ciudadanes tenemos derecho a los avances del conocimiento científico, en ese sentido 

poder acceder al misoprostol de 200 microgramos y no con diclofenac, es tener acceso a lo que conocimiento 

científico dice que hay que usar. Estamos usando lo que hay que usar, el hecho de que esté disponible en las 

farmacias y que el sector público lo pueda tener disponible vía un laboratorio público, garantiza acceso”, 

consideró Romero, y subrayó que “en algún sentido le rompió el monopolio a Beta”. En términos de acceso –

y siempre considerando que el precio es un gran obstáculo para buena parte de la población – “ahora tenemos 

dos productos dedicados y se vende el comercial en farmacias lo cual les da posibilidades a otras mujeres”. 

Romero dejó en claro que los desafíos del nuevo gobierno son “que el misoprostol esté en los centros de 

salud, como es la experiencia de la provincia de Santa Fe y de la ciudad de Buenos Aires. Porque la situación 
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que tenés en Rosario o Buenos Aires, no la tenés en todo el país. Si pudiéramos garantizar que la medicación 

esté disponible en los centros de salud muchas mujeres accederían en forma más adecuada y oportuna, no 

podrían llegar ala instancia de ir al hospital”. Una cuestión que Romero considera primordial es la necesidad 

de encontrar las formas de “mejorar el acceso de niñas y adolescentes, porque si hubo algo que nos mostró 

este 2019 es que las niñas son abusadas, quedan embarazadas, y esa consulta se hace muy tardíamente. 

Entonces, esto no está directamente relacionado al medicamento, pero me parece que en una política que 

garantice derechos, necesitamos asegurar que las niñas y adolescentes lleguen antes. Después pasarán por el 

proceso de consejería y tomarán la decisión, pero tienen que llegar antes. Porque si llegan con embarazos de 

20 semanas o más, se te reducen las opciones”. 

El otro punto que Romero subraya como desafío del próximo gobierno es “hacer mayor trabajo de difundir 

derechos. Una cosa que podría ser interesante, es que no hemos tenido nunca una campaña pública de 

derechos sexuales y reproductivos. Eso es una deuda, y si se hiciera, más gente se va a enterar”.  

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228360-misoprostol-cuando-la-pastilla-es-la-verdad  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228360-misoprostol-cuando-la-pastilla-es-la-verdad
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Shutterstock 

School dress codes unfairly target Black girls. But students are fighting back 

By Rachel Anspach 

For Indiah Porter, it happened during a middle-school production of The Pirates of Penzance. Porter had long 

been a theater kid, interested in all the productions at school and nursing a love of singing. When her middle 

school decided to take on the classic comic opera, she was of course on board. 

“The teacher was having us try on costumes, and she said, ‘You all look so beautiful,’” Porter, now a 21-year-

old college student, recalled to Mic. “And then she goes, ‘Oh, and Indiah, could you either straighten your 

hair or just leave it in a bun like that for the performance?’” 

Porter was one of the only Black students at her private, all-girls school in Philadelphia. She was one of just 

two Black girls in the Pirates of Penzance production, and the other Black student had her hair in a 

straightened weave. The teacher didn’t comment on any other of the girls’ hairstyles. 

“I just felt so sad because I loved my curly hair, and in that moment I was like, why wouldn’t I be allowed to 

wear it out and curly?” Porter says. “It was really disturbing for me, because for a school that preached being 

feminist and for girls’ rights to make comments like that was so disheartening. These people who were 

supposed to help you, guide you, and be an advocate for you, really weren’t unless you looked a certain way 

or dressed a certain way.” 

https://www.mic.com/profile/rachel-anspach-16805179
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/21/nyregion/black-hair-decriminalization-ny.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/21/nyregion/black-hair-decriminalization-ny.html
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Across the country, Black girls and young women like Porter report being singled out and punished in school 

for their clothing or appearance, or for wearing natural hairstyles. The discrimination against traditionally 

Black hairstyles extends to male students too, but when combined with the already heightened scrutiny of the 

female appearance — which happens across race lines — Black girls in particular tend to be more explicitly 

targeted. 

“When we looked at the issue of school discipline and dress codes, we knew that the people who would 

understand them best and know how to fix the problems were those who were targeted most frequently by 

them — and that’s Black girls,” Nia Evans, the lead researcher for the National Women’s Law Center’s new 

report on Black girls and school dress codes, told Mic. “If you really focus on the barriers affecting Black 

queer girls in particular, you can solve so many of the issues of discrimination that exist in our schools.” 

With the intersection of racism and sexism, girls of color are often hyper-sexualized and viewed as being 

older than they are. 

Drawing from tired race and gender stereotypes, America’s schools continue to over-police Black girls and 

LGBTQ Black youth through their dress code policies — creating a barrier to their educational success and 

well being. Dress Coded II: Protest, Progress and Power in D.C. Schools, the NWLC’s groundbreaking report 

on the issue, documents discrimination faced by Black girls attending public and charter schools in 

Washington, D.C., as well as their efforts to fight for just educational access. Both Dress Coded II and its 

companion report, published last year, were co-authored by a group of 21 Black girls currently enrolled in 

D.C. schools. 

Black girls are disproportionately harmed by school dress codes, whether they’re sent home from school for a 

violation and forced to miss class, shamed for wearing natural hairstyles, or subject to the trauma and 

discomfort of feeling uncomfortable in what they wear on a daily basis. For queer, trans, and nonbinary Black 

youth, the NWLC found that dress codes are particularly harmful, because they are rooted in strict definitions 

of how boys and girls should look. 

“With the intersection of racism and sexism, girls of color are often hyper-sexualized and viewed as being 

older than they are,” Charlotte Jacobs, executive director of Girls Justice League, a girl-led advocacy 

organization in Philadelphia, explained to Mic. “And because of that, in schools there’s this feeling that they 

have to be controlled in a way that’s different. There’s an assumed lack of innocence for them compared to 

white girls.” 

Dress Coded II graded D.C. schools based on the restrictiveness of their dress codes, and the vast majority 

received a grade of C or lower. Dress code violations contribute to vastly disproportionate school discipline 

rates for Black girls overall — in D.C., they are 20 times as likely to be suspended as white girls for any 

infraction, even though there is no evidence that Black girls are more likely to break school rules. These 

staggering rates of discrimination in school discipline are not limited to the nation’s capital, but are found 

in research on Black girls and school discipline from across the U.S. And Black girls who are criminalized in 

school — particularly queer and trans girls and those with disabilities — face a higher risk of being pushed 

into the school-to-prison pipeline. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/black-girl-who-said-3-white-boys-cut-her-dreadlocks-n1060411
https://theglowup.theroot.com/non-compliant-the-war-against-black-students-hairstyle-1828489233
http://neatoday.org/2019/09/17/banning-black-hair-discrimination/
https://nwlc.org/press-releases/nwlc-reacts-to-mcdonalds-announcement-of-training-program-to-address-sexual-harassment-2/
https://nwlc-ciw49tixgw5lbab.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/final_nwlc_DressCodedII_Report.pdf
https://nwlc.org/resources/dresscoded/
https://nwlc.org/resources/suspension-rates-for-girls-of-color-by-state/
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d2d22ae4b00c506cffe978/1423102506084/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
https://rewire.news/article/2018/05/11/lgbtq-girls-much-likely-face-discipline-school/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/why-disabled-youth-are-more-at-risk-of-being-incarcerated
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-the-school-to-prison-pipeline-works
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https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones/status/1076228095978414080
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones/status/1076228095978414080
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones/status/1076228095978414080
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
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Replying to @nhannahjones 

So, black people automatically know that black hair has *always* been policed. Some white folks are talking 

about rules. Black people know rules are created to be facially race neutral while tailored against black 

people, and that rules have always been arbitrarily enforced. 

 

 

Ida Bae Wells@nhannahjones 

 

Black girls have been suspended from school for wearing their hair exactly as it grows out of their heads, 

black women have been called in to HR because their natural hair is not considered professional, afros are 

viewed as militant. 

After working with other Black girls on Dress Coded I & II, Ayiana Davis, a 17-year-old high school senior, 

found her eyes opened to gender-based discrimination at her mostly Black, arts-focused public high school. 

One theme that stuck out most to Davis, who describes herself as “really small and skinny,” was how much 

girls with curvier figures were targeted for dress code violations. “The idea that if you’re not skinny you need 

to make sure you cover yourself up and be conscious of what you’re wearing,” Davis told Mic, should not be 

enforced via the pressure of a school dress code. “Being modest, or being professional, or being conscious of 

what you’re wearing in a particular setting — I don’t think that equates to covering up.” 

At Davis’s high school in D.C.’s Georgetown neighborhood, she reports that girls have trouble complying 

with the dress code because it restricts comfortable clothing options, particularly in hot weather. “When 

school starts, it’s hot outside. The clothes I have for summer are the clothes I’m going to wear regardless of 

where I’m going to be at,” says Davis. “Most of my summer clothes are going to be shorts and crop tops, and 

I don’t own shorts that go almost to my knees. So I wear what’s in my closet.” 

When girls are not allowed to wear to school the clothing they wear outside of it, this creates an extra 

financial burden that boys do not face, essentially mandating that girls’ families purchase one wardrobe for 

the classroom and another for normal life. Moreover, dress codes often send messages to girls telling them 

that they are responsible for men’s reactions to their bodies — rather than men being responsible for 

themselves. Dress Coded found that enforcement of dress codes can normalize scrutiny of girls’ bodies and 

even provide school staff with a guise for sexual harassment. 

Since working on Dress Coded I, the Black girls who wrote the report have spearheaded efforts for increased 

equity in dress code policies at their own schools. These efforts, such as meeting with D.C. council members 

and Department of Education officials, are documented in Dress Coded II. For instance, after a male staff 

member at Davis’s school made several girls, including Davis, uncomfortable with the comments he made 

about their appearances under the guise of dress code enforcement, they organized a group of students and 

https://twitter.com/_/status/1076227715227897856
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
https://twitter.com/nhannahjones
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parents to express their concerns to the school administration. As a result, the male staff member was 

retrained on dress code enforcement, and he hasn’t posed a problem for Davis or her classmates since. 

“The message is, ‘Your body is not your own.’ Because we get to tell you what you do and do not do with 

your body and how you dress your body,” says Jacobs, who is also an education professor at the University of 

Pennsylvania. “There’s a message that your body, and you, need to be controlled in some way. So that’s the 

message we’re giving girls, instead of helping young people figure out how to make decisions that work for 

them.” 

Black girls attending predominantly white schools often feel particularly singled out by dress code 

enforcement. Porter, who remembers having only one Black teacher throughout middle and high school, says 

that teachers regularly made derogatory remarks about her appearance. In one case she recalls her math 

teacher telling her in front of the whole class that her skirt was “way too short, you should stop rolling it.” 

Because Porter had a curvier figure than most of the other girls, the skirt appeared shorter on her, she says, 

and she was forced to demonstrate in front of the entire class that she was not, in fact, rolling it up to shorten 

it. Her senior year, when she wore a fitted, knee-length dress to school for “career day,” Porter says her 

college counselor came up to her and remarked, “Oh, you have a lot going on there.” 

Thanks to the activism and advocacy work that Porter did with Girls Justice League, she felt equipped to 

respond to this counselor to inform her that “comments like that lead to over-sexualization of Black women’s 

bodies.” Porter also used her school’s senior assembly to educate the entire school about the over-

criminalization of Black girls in schools and how the trend is connected to police violence against Black 

women. Unfortunately, Porter says, the school administration was lukewarm in its response and didn’t make 

any policy changes. 

The advocates Mic spoke to have a number of recommendations for improving equity and inclusivity in 

school dress codes. First and foremost: Give students a seat at the table in designing dress code policies. Other 

recommendations include prohibiting students from being forced to miss class because of what they’re 

wearing; removing police officers from dress code enforcement; and avoiding vague language in dress code 

policies that leaves room for interpretation, such as “appropriate attire” or “distracting.” 

At the heart of this issue is that schools need to “start teaching students to respect each other no matter what 

they’re wearing,” as Evans put it. “Your dress or your appearance should not be an indicator of how you are 

treated. All students deserve to be treated with respect no matter what they’re wearing.” 

 

https://www.mic.com/p/school-dress-codes-unfairly-target-black-girls-but-students-are-fighting-back-

19276290 

  

https://www.mic.com/p/school-dress-codes-unfairly-target-black-girls-but-students-are-fighting-back-19276290
https://www.mic.com/p/school-dress-codes-unfairly-target-black-girls-but-students-are-fighting-back-19276290
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Un símbolo universal contra la opresión 

¿Quién es Marielle Franco? 

Por Sandra Carnota Mallón 

 

Imagen: AFP 

La concejala izquierdista y activista de Derechos Humanos Marielle Franco  es un símbolo de la lucha 

contra la desigualdad social, el racismo y la homofobia en Brasil. 

En la noche del 14 de marzo de 2018, Fvvvffffdddranco, de 38 años, fue asesinada a tiros junto al conductor 

del vehículo en el que viajaba, Anderson Gomes, en el centro de Río de Janeiro, en el barrio Estácio tras 

participar en un acto político. 

PUBLICIDAD 

Hay dos detenidos en el caso. El agente jubilado de la Policía Militarizada Ronnie Lessa es sospechoso de ser 

el autor de los disparos que mataron a la concejala. 
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El otro detenido, Elcio Vieira de Queiroz, de 46 años y quien había sido expulsado de la Policía Militarizada, 

está acusado de conducir el automóvil desde el que se realizó el brutal crimen. Según denuncia la Fiscalía, la 

concejala fue asesinada por sus acciones políticas y las causas que defendía. El caso, no obstante, no está 

cerrado y las autoridades investigan si hubo inductores del crimen. 

Nacida en la favela de la Maré, en Río de Janeiro, Franco ya es un ícono en la historia de Brasil. El pasado 8 

de marzo, Día Internacional de la Mujer, su nombre era coreado por la mayoría de los asistentes a las 

manifestaciones que se llevaron a cabo en varias ciudades del gigante suramericano. Además, su cara y 

nombre -estampadas en camisetas- ya son sinónimo de revolución, y su asesinato ha marcado un antes y un 

después en el activismo brasileño. 

De familia humilde y criada en una favela de la zona norte de la ciudad más emblemática de Brasil, estudió en 

la Pontificia Universidad Católica de Río de Janeiro e hizo un máster en administración pública en la 

Universidad Federal Fluminense. Trabajó en varias ONG e inició su militancia en derechos humanos tras 

perder a una amiga por una bala perdida en un tiroteo entre traficantes y policiales en la favela de la Maré. 

Con 19 años de edad, Franco fue madre de una niña, tras lo que se implicó en la defensa de los derechos de 

las mujeres y acentuó el debate en las favelas. Miembro del izquierdista Partido Socialismo y Liberal (PSOL), 

centraba su lucha en la defensa de los derechos humanos de las mujeres y los jóvenes negros, de los 

habitantes de las favelas y de la comunidad LGBTI. 

Fue la quinta concejala más votada en las elecciones municipales de Río de Janeiro, con 46.502 votos. En 

enero de 2017 inició su mandato. Además, era relatora de la comisión representativa de la Cámara de 

Concejales, creada especialmente para supervisar la intervención militar en Río de Janeiro, decretada por el 

expresidente Michel Temer el 16 de febrero de 2018. 

En declaraciones a la prensa, sus familiares la describen como una persona luchadora, pasional y valiente. 

Para su hermana Anielle, Marielle era "mucho más que una concejala, tenía esencia y garra por lo que hacía, 

hablaba de lo que molestaba y otros no se atrevían y lo hacía sin miedo". Por eso, consideró que su legado es 

el inicio de un movimiento mundial que le dice a las mujeres que la única opción es ser fuerte.  

LEER MÁSUruguay le pidió explicaciones a Brasil | Bolsonaro manifestó su apoyo al candidato presidencial 

Lacalle Pou 

"Trabajadora, guerrera, una mujer con sueños y esperanza", apuntó su madre, Marinete da Silva."Sabía que 

tenía muchísima potencia como mujer", aunque "nunca hubiese imaginado hasta donde llegaría su mensaje". 

"Yo crié a esa niña y Marielle hoy no es solo nuestra (de la familia), es del mundo", indicó. 

Asimismo, sus compañeros de partido destacan la importancia de la lucha de Franco en la política y en el 

activismo, no solo de Brasil sino mundial. El también concejal del PSOL y amigo íntimo de Franco, Tarcísio 

Motta, la recuerda como una mujer "firme y de sonrisa enorme, capaz de sonreír, pero de corregir las cosas 

que veía que estaban mal". 

La relación entre ambos era muy cercana, por lo que tras el asesinato de la concejala, tras el impacto y la 

tristeza inicial surgió una reacción de "responsabilidad y defensa de las ideas". 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228565-uruguay-le-pidio-explicaciones-a-brasil
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228565-uruguay-le-pidio-explicaciones-a-brasil
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En declaraciones a Efe, Motta destacó como una de las mayores conquistas políticas de Franco el hecho de 

hacerse un hueco en un parlamento ocupado originalmente por "hombres, blancos y poderosos", por lo que la 

llegada de una mujer negra y procedente de la favela supuso una revolución. 

Agencia EFE. Especial para Página/12 

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228364-quien-es-marielle-franco 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/228364-quien-es-marielle-franco
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An encampment of asylum-seekers near the Gateway International Bridge on Oct. 22, 2019, in Matamoros, 

Mexico. Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

MIGRANT CHILDREN TRAPPED IN MEXICO ARE LEAVING THEIR FAMILIES AND 

CROSSING THE BORDER ALONE 

 

Debbie Nathan 

 

October 29 2019, 7:00 a.m. 

CHILDREN OF MIGRANTS, trapped in Mexico by the U.S. government’s so-called Migrant Protection 

Protocols, are leaving their parents and presenting themselves at the border alone. “Se están tirando,” people 

say about these children — Spanish for “they’re throwing themselves,” or “they’re launching,” and the phrase 

is newly being used to describe young immigrants who’ve begun leaving a refugee camp in Mexico with no 

adult beside them, in order to make it into the U.S. They do not know if they will ever see their parents again. 

Beginning in July 2017, according to data just released by the American Civil Liberties Union, immigration 

authorities formally separated more than 5,000 children at the southern border from their mothers and fathers. 

The children who have separated themselves are as yet uncounted. 

https://theintercept.com/staff/debbie-nathan/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/more-5-400-children-split-border-according-new-count-n1071791
https://theintercept.com/staff/debbie-nathan/
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A teenager named Yolani is one of those who crossed alone. Amid a teeming, jury-rigged camp in 

Matamoros, the Mexican city just across from Brownsville, Texas, 46-year-old Danilo Ruiz was picking his 

way through the warren of tents and people when a fellow asylum-seeker gave him the news: His daughter 

had just left Mexico. Without her father’s consent, Yolani had walked northward by herself, into the United 

States. (The names of migrants in this story have been changed to protect them from retaliation by the U.S. 

government.) 

 

Danilo Ruiz shows a cellphone photo of his 17-year-old daughter, Yolani, in Matamoros. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

Ruiz felt bereft but not surprised. Yolani had just turned 17 when she made her solo crossing over the bridge. 

And because she is not yet 18, she is exempt from the Migrant Protection Protocols, the Trump administration 

program that turns asylum-seekers back at the southern border and orders them to remain in Mexico while 

awaiting court hearings to decide their claims. MPP is widely seen as an attempt to make the asylum process 

so onerous that migrants will abandon their cases before they are fully developed. Amnesty International last 

week called MPP “inhumane,” “cruel,” and “nothing short of an international disgrace.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/25/amnesty-international-us-immigration-mexico-international-disgrace
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Currently more than 50,000 Central Americans have been enrolled in MPP. The program encompasses all 

non-Mexican asylum claimants from Spanish-speaking countries. As of September 1, a third were 

minors, sent back to Mexico with their parents. In Matamoros, dozens of confused-looking families parade 

into the camp every day, after having been processed by American immigration officials in South Texas. U.S. 

immigration lawyers are sometimes able to get pregnant women, people with serious disabilities and illnesses, 

and sexual minorities out of the program. But there is no guarantee. Exemptions are decided case by case. 

Under longstanding law and policy, however, migrants under 18 who present themselves at the border without 

their biological parents must be admitted into the U.S. Most are sent to relatives already living in this country. 

Or they go to youth shelters or foster care here. 

Life for children in these arrangements generally is far superior to existence in Mexico at the border — 

particularly in Matamoros, where an estimated 1,400 to 2,000 asylum-seekers are currently living almost on 

top of each other, in a pop-up village of hundreds of flimsy tents anchored in dirt and, sometimes, human 

waste. The encampment is hot and sweaty when it’s sunny, wet and shivering when it rains. It is short on 

running water and toilets and lacks public schooling for the hundreds of children who live there. 

 

Asylum-seekers wait in line for a meal provided by Team Brownsville, a U.S. humanitarian aid group whose 

volunteers offer food to refugees in Matamoros. 

  

https://thehill.com/latino/465414-us-has-sent-13k-migrant-children-back-to-mexico-this-year-report
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Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

 

 

Left/Top: A father and son who are seeking asylum in the U.S. sleep in a hammock in the encampment in 

Matamoros. Right/Bottom: Children and their families look through books that are brought to the 

encampment by volunteers, reading them at the table while they're available.Photos: Verónica G. Cárdenas 

for The Intercept 

Not all of the camp residents are in MPP. Some, including Indigenous people who wear traditional dress and 

barely speak Spanish, are natives of central and southern Mexican states wracked with increasing cartel 

violence. Although they claim persecution in Mexico, they must nevertheless wait for weeks for permission to 

enter the U.S. 

Their presence further crowds the camp and erodes conditions. 

On October 10, in a protest against MPP, scores of migrants briefly sat down on the international bridge, 

blocking traffic to and from the United States. “We want to study!” several children in the group chanted in 

Spanish. But they will not get public schooling as long as they remain in the camp. 

https://time.com/5701989/mexico-asylum-seekers-border/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1649330961868723
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1649330961868723
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Enrique Maciel, regional delegate for the state-run Tamaulipas Institute for Migrants, directs migrant affairs 

near the bridge. He said that the Mexican government is not obligated to provide classes to migrant children 

who aren’t in shelters.  

 

Subsequent to the bridge protest, the city of Matamoros is pressuring the migrants to move out of their camp 

and into a proposed giant shelter several blocks away. Few want to leave the bridge area, however. “The 

authorities have told us parents nothing about schooling there,” one parent said. “And I think putting us 

somewhere else could be a trap. We could get kidnapped there. Here at the camp, I could grab my family and 

run toward the bridge, where the military and the reporters and the American authorities know what’s going 

on. Over there no one would protect us.” 

I recently spent three days in the Matamoros camp and observed unfailing kindness from the 

inhabitants toward one another, despite shocking crowding and deprivation. Women cooked collectively in a 

field, on wood fires they built after gather kindling from dead trees near the Rio Grande River. Christians 

prayed and sang together. People sat on the ground playing Crazy Sevens with decks of Spanish cards whose 

“diamonds” suit depicts gold coins and “spades” are medieval swords. Amid this graciousness, walking 

through the warrens of tents and hanging laundry was difficult without losing one’s way and stumbling in 

mud. People had to queue endlessly for food and potable water, to wash clothes, and to pour plastic jugs of 

clean water on themselves to wash their bodies. 
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The lines were intolerable to many, and rather than wait, some went to the river to do laundry, bathe, and — 

because of the heat and boredom — to swim. They swam near the same spot, full of deadly eddies and 

whirlpools, where a young man and his toddler daughter drowned in June. 

“There’s nothing else to do,” one teenage boy said. 
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Left/Top: Miguel, left, washes clothes with his daughter Julissa, 15, in the encampment, where they have been 

living for the last two months — since they were sent to Mexico under MPP. Right/Bottom: Children play at 

the Matamoros encampment.Photos: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

A woman lying on a towel on the riverbank, reading a Bible, said she could understand why the kids would be 

tempted to swim, though she never would. “I was sitting here several weeks ago,” she said, “and a corpse 

floated by. At first I thought it was a garbage bag. It smelled terrible. They fished it out, and it was missing 

the head, arms, and legs.” 

When Danilo Ruiz and his daughter crossed into the U.S. in early August and requested asylum, Ruiz told 

The Intercept, immigration officials said they were being sent to Matamoros, to a shelter. But there was no 

shelter, Ruiz said. They ended up sleeping on the ground by the bridge, with one blanket between them. They 

lived like that for a month before a church group gave them a tent — without mattresses or pillows. 

“Dad, get me out of here! I can’t sleep!” Ruiz remembered Yolani begging. But even as she said this, she 

already knew she had an exit strategy. She knew because other children were crafting an “unaccompanied 

minor” option. 
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Carlitos, 14, and his mother in a tent at the encampment. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

Word in the camp was that two siblings, ages 5 and 8, had walked into the U.S. back in the summer and told 

officials that they had “lost their mother” (in fact, she was still in the camp). By October, the tents were abuzz 

with talk about such crossings — and with conversation among children themselves about whether they 

should make the trip, with or without parental blessing. 

Yolani decided after her friends Erika and Jairo crossed. Both were also 17. Erika had come to the border with 

her father. Jairo arrived with his mother. Both had told their parents they intended to leave, even without 

permission. Erika’s father, Jose Angel, recalled that Erika had gotten a job in Matamoros at a store but was 

earning only $5.50 a day, working from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. She had to work seven days a week, and when she 

asked for a day off, the boss yelled at her for being a migrant. She was desperate for a future. She wanted to 

attend school in the U.S. 

“Dad, I’m going,” she told her father in mid-October. She asked him for a 5-peso coin to drop into the 

turnstile on the bridge. Jose Angel refused. 
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“Don’t worry,” Erika told him. “It’s going to be OK.” 

“Well, you’re a minor, but you will be accompanied by God,” Jose Angel said. “She crossed at 12:30. By 2 

p.m. my family in the U.S. had called and said they’d heard from Immigration.” 

 

Erika’s father, Jose Angel, at the Matamoros encampment. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

Jairo went to a children’s shelter. Days later, I was with his mother when her phone rang with a call from a 

social worker. She said Jairo was doing well and then let him talk to his mother. She feigned cheeriness and 

said she was happy for Jairo. After hanging up, she was tearful. 

A couple of days after Erika’s and Jairo’s departure, two more children followed — a 15-year-old boy, Olvin, 

and his 11-year-old sister, Nancy. Their father, Elmer, had a job in construction in the countryside outside of 

Matamoros. He left the tent camp to work, and the boss said the employees wouldn’t be brought back to 

Matamoros for three days. Elmer paid “a girl,” as he put it, to watch the kids. When he returned to the camp, 

Olvin and Nancy had taken off. Days later, their father was still in shock but resigned. The children ended up 

in a foster home in the Midwest. 
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The parents whose children have crossed on their own worry that they may get in trouble when they go to 

their MPP court hearings without their sons and daughters who registered with them when they entered the 

program. 

 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

99 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 397 diciembre  2019 

 

Left/top: Two Honduran teenagers who met at the encampment hug goodbye before one returns to his country 

on Oct. 22, 2019. Right/bottom: Asylum-seekers wait for a bus to depart to Tapachula, Chiapas.Photos: 

Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 
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Asylum-seekers on a bus to Tapachula, Chiapas. Some will come back for their MPP court hearings, but 

others will either stay in Mexico or return to their home countries. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

Many children now crossing as self-described unaccompanied minors are telling the truth: Their parents really 

have given up their own asylum claims, told their sons and daughters to cross on their own, and then the 

mothers and fathers have caught buses back to the Mexican border with Guatemala. From there, many intend 

to return to Central America. But other parents remain in the Matamoros camp. They worry they will be 

blamed for their family separations, and that the adults’ asylum claims will be discounted. 

“I’m afraid to even be in touch with her now,” said Jose Angel, the father of Erika. “I feel sad every day 

without her. I feel lonely. But it was much more dangerous for her here than for either of us over there. May 

God forgive me.” 

Join Our Newsletter 

Original reporting. Fearless journalism. Delivered to you. 

https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
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I’m in 

Not long after the departures of Erika, Jairo, Olvin, Nancy, and Yolani, a slender, quiet father named Gerson 

walked through the camp asking people if they would like to engage in a three-day religious fast. In addition 

to not eating, participants would pray continuously for God to alleviate their suffering under MPP. Gerson’s 

daughter Nery was planning on crossing the bridge alone. “I’m afraid to be here,” she said. “I saw a woman 

and a child kidnapped.” Gerson said he felt he must give the girl his blessing and encourage the blessing of 

the Lord. 

Nery just turned 16 a few days ago. She is a big girl, but she still wears a childish, red-glitter ribbon in her 

hair. She was friends with Yolani. In addition, Yolani was friends with 15-year-old Aracely and her 13-year-

old sidekick, Xiomara. Aracely and Xiomara wear matching donated pink T-shirts decorated with a stripped 

down graphic of a pig and the words “Data: The New Bacon.” 

 

Nathaly, 9, who is seeking asylum with her mother, charges her tablet at the Matamoros encampment. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 

https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
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Yolani’s 16-year-old cousin Tommy said he’s planning to cross on his own. And 14-year-old Carlitos was 

thinking about it as well and discussed it with his parents. He said they’ll all feel sad, of course, but in the 

U.S., he’ll be safe from the gangs — and one day support his family. 

Aracely and Xiomara said they’re waiting for their parents’ court hearings in November. If the hearings don’t 

go well, the girls are set to cross the bridge together. “Nos vamos a tirar,” they said. We will throw ourselves, 

we’ll launch. 

 

Many of the asylum-seekers who live in the encampment bathe and wash their clothes and swim in the Rio 

Grande, under the Gateway International Bridge. 

  

Photo: Verónica G. Cárdenas for The Intercept 
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