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VIOLENCES CONTRE LES FEMMES. Libérons la parole. 

Liberemos la palabra 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1168810320657342464/photo/1
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1168810320657342464/photo/1
https://twitter.com/plantu/status/1168810320657342464/photo/1
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La niña que le dijo “no te quiero” a su marido 

Las mujeres de Saint Louis, en Senegal, levantan la voz ante el matrimonio infantil, la violación y otros 

abusos a los que están expuestas 

PIXABAY 

TIZIANA TROTTA 

Saint Louis (Senegal) 9 JUN 2019 - 17:18 CDT 

D.S. no entiende el significado de la palabra feminismo. No le suena, pero no duda en decir que es una 

defensora de los derechos de las mujeres. “En Senegal siempre se nos echa la culpa de todo. Si te 

quedas embarazada con 15 años es tu culpa. Si te pegan es tu culpa”, lamenta. Nunca pudo estudiar, empezó a 

trabajar con siete años, sus padres intentaron casarla cuando era poco más que una niña con un hombre de 20 

años mayor y en la adolescencia tuvo que cargar con el estigma de ser madre soltera. “Todo lo que sé ahora lo 

aprendí de mis errores”, asegura. "Pero de todo se sale y no quiero que lo que me pasó a mí les ocurra a 

otras".  

https://elpais.com/autor/tiziana_trotta/a/
https://elpais.com/tag/fecha/20190609
https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/02/06/planeta_futuro/1517929567_616297.html
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Con apenas 26 años, tiene una larga historia que contar. Lo hace entre risas nerviosas que ocultan las lágrimas 

y llevándose las manos a la cabeza, sentada en la Casa de los derechos de las mujeres, un centro que gestiona 

la ONG La liane en Saint Louis para prestar escucha y apoyo jurídico a las mujeres víctimas de violencia. 

Cuando cumplió siete años, D.S. tuvo que dejar su aldea natal en la región de Thiès para ir a trabajar a Dakar, 

donde compartía cuarto con una veintena de mujeres. Su primer empleo fue cuidar de sus coetáneos para una 

familia de la capital. Ganaba 2.500 francos al mes (menos de cuatro euros), de los cuales 150 se iban para el 

alojamiento y el resto lo enviaba a su familia. “En aquella época me parecía normal que una niña trabajara. 

Me levantaba a las cinco de la mañana para limpiar el piso y preparar el desayuno. Empecé a cuestionarme 

por qué esos niños de mi edad tenían derecho a quedarse en la cama hasta las siete e ir a la escuela mientras 

yo no podía”. 

El trabajo de doméstica no le dejaba tiempo libre. Fregaba suelos y cortaba verduras de sol a sol. En alguna 

ocasión, le despidieron sin darle explicaciones y sin pagarle. Una cicatriz en la frente es el recuerdo que lleva 

de un golpe de recibido por parte de un niño poco mayor que ella en una de las casas en las que trabajó. 

“Otras chicas que se dedicaban a lo mismo me contaban que eran pegadas, explotadas y hasta violadas por sus 

empleadores y, cuando intentaban denunciarlo, nadie las creía”, dice. 

CUANDO DIJE A LA MUJER QUE SU MARIDO ME HABÍA VIOLADO, ME CONTESTÓ QUE ÉL 

TENÍA LA COSTUMBRE DE ACOSAR A LAS DOMÉSTICAS 

D.N., EMPLEADA DOMÉSTICA 

En 2008, durante una visita a sus familiares, su padre le comunicó que le había conseguido un marido, un 

vecino de al menos 20 años mayor que ella. D.S. no se lo tomó en serio hasta el día siguiente, cuando algunas 

personas fueron a su casa para arreglar los detalles de la boda. A pesar de decir que no estaba de acuerdo, los 

preparativos nupciales siguieron adelante. D.S. rehusó con todas sus fuerzas irse a vivir con su esposo y 

volvió a Dakar. “Le dije que no le quería y que no le debía nada, hasta que un día apareció mi padre para 

obligarme a regresar al pueblo para que cambiara de idea", recuerda. 

Su padre le ató las manos para que no se fugara y no se dejó ablandar por su rechazo a comer, ni por los 

intentos de suicidio. Su madre tampoco la apoyó. Un día D.S. notó movimientos raros en casa: se dio cuenta 

de que esas personas que iban y venían estaban preparando la celebración de su boda. Aprovechó un 

momento de distracción de sus familiares para huir y evitar de formar parte del 31% de las chicas senegalesas 

que se casó antes de los 18, según datos de Unicef. Echó a correr con lo puesto y montó en el primer bus que 

vio. Poco a poco, empezó una nueva vida, con un nuevo empleo como doméstica y un novio. De repente, se 

sintió mal y su empleadora la llevó al hospital para un control. Tras hablar con la enfermera, la señora le 

preguntó si alguien la había violado, porque estaba embarazada. Ante la noticia, su novio se dio a la fuga. 

D.S. volvió a marcharse, con la esperanza de que su familia no la encontrara. Esta vez se dirigió a Saint Louis, 

en el norte del país. Allí recibió el apoyo de la asociación La liane, que cubrió los gastos médicos durante el 

embarazo, le ofreció clases de alfabetización y de formación profesional en hostelería, que le permitió 

encontrar su actual trabajo en uno de los restaurantes más conocidos de la ciudad. Ha vuelto a ver a sus 

padres, aunque admite que no ha sido fácil y que tuvo que lidiar con el estigma de ser madre soltera y los 

problemas para trabajar y cuidar de su hijo. 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/03/08/planeta_futuro/1552038184_718737.html
https://laliane.eu/
https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/04/23/planeta_futuro/1524482523_585298.html
https://data.unicef.org/country/sen/
https://elpais.com/especiales/2019/planeta-futuro/vida-cotidiana-en-saint-louis-senegal/
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D. N., saintlouisienne de 22 años, también trabajaba como doméstica. Con 17 estaba al servicio de una pareja 

de enseñantes. Un día, cuando la dueña de casa salió para ir a dar clase, el marido se abalanzó sobre ella y la 

violó. Solo pasó una vez, asegura, pero se quedó embarazada. “Fui a hablar con su mujer y me dijo que podía 

ser cierto, ya que su marido tenía la costumbre de acosar a las domésticas". 

Diaw Anne Sarr, responsable de derechos de las mujeres en la ONG La liane, en Saint Louis 

(Senegal). PACO PUENTES 

Su violador siempre negó la responsabilidad y nunca ha pagado por ello. Fue convocado delante de la policía, 

pero no le pasó nada. “Él era un profesor y ella apenas había estudiado. Esto la disuadió de perseguir la 

justicia, como ocurre a menudo. En algunos casos, las familias deciden ir hasta el final, pero no todas se lo 

pueden permitir, porque el examen de ADN cuesta 250.000 francos (alrededor de 380 euros), explica Diaw 

Anne Sarr, responsable de derechos de las mujeres en La liane. 

“Mi familia me apoyó, pero la sociedad no ve con buenos ojos a las madres solteras. Supongo que era mi 

destino, pero ya no quiero saber nada más de esta historia”, añade D. N. La joven se ha casado hace poco y se 

conforma con que su esposo reconociera al niño. 

Sarr cuenta que todos los días tocan a la puerta de la asociación mujeres con historias parecidas, víctimas de 

violencia conyugal, sexual, económica y social. “Nuestra cultura muchas veces es un freno para que las 

mujeres denuncien. A veces vienen aquí en búsqueda de ayuda, pero al mismo tiempo quieren proteger a sus 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2015/08/26/planeta_futuro/1440604794_462211.html
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maridos. La mayoría de ellas desconoce sus derechos”, explica. “Empieza a haber un cambio. Las mujeres 

ahora entienden que no es normal ser pegadas o sufrir otros tipos de abusos, pero aún hay mucho que hacer”. 

 

https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832/photo/1
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https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832/photo/1
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Las mujeres de Saint Louis han salido a la calle para decir "Basta ya" #Dafadoy a la violencia de género 

#SaintLouis365 #Senegal 

Un cuarto de las mujeres senegalesas justifica que un marido pegue a su esposa. Sin embargo, en la última 

semana de mayo, centenares personas salieron a calle en Dakar al grito de “¡Basta ya!” para protestar contra 

la violencia de género y denunciar un aumento de las agresiones sexuales en todo el país. Las mujeres de 

Saint Louis también se unieron a la protesta con una marcha el 30 de mayo. 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Dafadoy?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SaintLouis365?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Senegal?src=hash
https://data.unicef.org/country/sen/
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832/photo/1
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https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/05/30/planeta_futuro/1559223671_650242.html   

https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/05/30/planeta_futuro/1559223671_650242.html
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro/status/1134116598858616832/photo/1
https://twitter.com/Planeta_Futuro
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FEMEN @FEMEN_Movement 

 

Tú nos salvas Abortera Llena eres de rabia La fuerza es contigo bendita eres, benditas somos todas las 

mujeres #FEMEN #femenmexico #latinoamérica #abortolegal 
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https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FEMEN?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/femenmexico?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/latinoam%C3%A9rica?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/abortolegal?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159808693384470528/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159808693384470528/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159808693384470528/photo/1
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LGBTQ prom canceled for safety reasons after Christians bombard event space with threatening calls 

A far right religious extremist posted the phone number online and all hell broke loose. 

By Alex Bollinger  - 

 

Elizabeth Johnston, aka "The Activist Mommy," is no fan of Teen Vogue.Photo: Screenshot 

A library in Jacksonville, Florida, canceled an LGBTQ youth event after it came under attack from online 

activists, including Elizabeth “Activist Mommy” Johnston. 

A hundred students had signed up for the Storybook Pride Prom at the Willowbranch Library in Jacksonville, 

which was supposed to happen this coming Friday. 

“Come dressed inspired by your favorite book character– casual, formal, or in drag – whatever makes you feel 

great. Be you!” the event description said. 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/author/alexbollinger/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/lgbtq-prom-canceled-safety-reasons-christians-bombard-event-space-threatening-calls/#disqus_thread
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-storybook-pride-prom-at-willowbranch-library-tickets-62937939070
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But the event drew the ire of conservative activists like Johnston. She shared the library’s phone number on 

her Facebook page and told her followers to “express your disgust that this perversion is taking place in a 

taxpayer funded library!” 

Related: ‘Ex-gays’ humiliated in DC when no one showed up for their big rally 

“For all the sensitive stomachs out there, I apologize for the graphic pictures,” she wrote. “I selected milder 

ones for you. If these perverts are going to come after children, I have to expose it! I know it ain’t pretty!” 

 

 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/05/ex-gays-humiliated-dc-no-one-showed-big-rally/
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Johnston has previously attracted media attention by calling for a day of protest against public schools 

for allegedly teaching kids “how to masturbate with each other and engage in oral and anal sex.” 

In 2017, a video of her burning a copy of Teen Vogue because of an article about anal sexwent viral. 

But she wasn’t the only one getting people to make threatening calls to the library. Raymond Johnson, the 

founder of Biblical Concepts Ministries, sent an email alert to his followers calling on them to contact city 

officials to get the LGBTQ teen event canceled. 

All of this attention was too much for the local library. Chris Boivin, assistant director of community relations 

and marketing at the library, said that the prom was canceled because they couldn’t guarantee “safety and 

security for everybody involved.” 

Boivin said that the library received hundreds of phone calls and messages on Facebook about the event. 

“We wouldn’t be able to match the spirit of the event,” he said. “We wouldn’t be able to make something 

safe, and we just didn’t think it was responsible to continue with something where the threat was that great.” 

But some people believe that the library didn’t really try to guarantee the event’s security. 

Beatrice Palmer, a drag performer who was set to appear at the library, said that the sheriff’s office was 

working on arranging security for the event. 

“You know how to keep 100 people in your library safe,” Palmer said. “It is possible to keep 100 kids safe in 

a library. But when it’s gay children, it becomes a problem.” 

Boiven said that there are currently no plans to reschedule the event. 

Homophobes, though, are satisfied by the outcome. 

“The drag queen world should not be presented to our children or teenagers in a public space like a 

library,” Jacksonville resident Mark Nelson told the Times-Union. He called the library after he saw Activist 

Mommy’s call to action. 

 Bias Watch 

 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/lgbtq-prom-canceled-safety-reasons-christians-bombard-event-space-

threatening-calls/ 

  

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/04/activist-mommy-claims-schools-forcing-kids-learn-anal-sex/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/07/christian-homeschooling-mother-10-burns-teen-vogue-anal-sex-article/
https://www.jacksonville.com/news/20190624/jacksonville-library-cancels-sold-out-pride-prom-event-says-it-cant-provide-adequate-safety
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/bias-watch/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/lgbtq-prom-canceled-safety-reasons-christians-bombard-event-space-threatening-calls/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/lgbtq-prom-canceled-safety-reasons-christians-bombard-event-space-threatening-calls/
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Las parejas con hijos solo conforman un tercio de los hogares del mundo 

ONU Mujeres hace una radiografía de la composición de las familias y reclama políticas para lograr la 

igualdad de género en todos los modelos 

SASIN TIPCHAI (PIXABAY) 

ALEJANDRA AGUDO 

No existe un solo modelo de familia. Ni tampoco todas ellas son un espacio de amor, respeto e igualdad. Pero 

deberían. Es lo que dice ONU Mujeres en su informe Progresos en el mundo de las mujeres, publicado este 

martes. "Uno de los principales hallazgos es que la familia es un espacio para la realización de los derechos de 

las mujeres, incluso más importante que el mercado o la política", señala Constanza Tabbush, una de las 

autoras del estudio. Por eso, el organismo propone que las leyes, las políticas públicas y los fondos tengan en 

cuenta que lo que sucede en el hogar y en las relaciones familiares, influye en el logro de la equidad de 

género. Un objetivo que los 193 países de las Naciones Unidas se comprometieron a lograr en 2030 cuando 

aprobaron los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible(ODS) en septiembre de 2015. 

Las mujeres dedican de media tres veces más tiempo a tareas domésticas y de cuidado que los hombres. En 

algunos países no pueden heredar; concretamente, en 39, las hijas y los hijos no tienen los mismos derechos 

de herencia. En el mundo, 750 millones son o han sido víctimas del matrimonio infantil. Las hay que no 

tienen acceso a servicios de salud sexual y reproductiva, lo que les impide decidir sobre si ser madres y de 

cuántos hijos. Según datos de la ONU, solo el 52% de las casadas o en una unión, toman libremente sus 

https://elpais.com/autor/alejandra_agudo/a/
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/21/planeta_futuro/Objetivos%20de%20Desarrollo%20Sostenible
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/gender-equality/
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propias decisiones sobre relaciones sexuales, uso de anticonceptivos y atención médica. Y no hay lugar en el 

mundo donde no existan víctimas de violencia de género y todavía en 49 países no existen leyes que protejan 

específicamente a las mujeres contra tal violencia. "3.000 viven en países que no contemplan la violación 

dentro del matrimonio", agrega Tabbush. 

Estos son apenas un puñado de los ejemplos que cita el informe de las discriminaciones, dificultades y 

violaciones de sus derechos que sufre la población femenina en la esfera familiar. "Y lo que ocurre dentro de 

la casa afecta a su participación en la sociedad", anota la experta de ONU Mujeres. Así, por ejemplo, el 

matrimonio infantil y los embarazos tempranos impiden a millones de niñas continuar con sus estudios y 

tener, después, la oportunidad de conseguir un empleo formal remunerado con un salario digno. 

 

En todo el mundo, además, se da en mayor o menor grado lo que ONU Mujeres llama la penalización de la 

maternidad, bien porque al ser madres no acceden a empleos, los abandonan si los tienen o reducen sus 

jornadas. "Para las mujeres, en todas las regiones, tanto el matrimonio como la maternidad las penaliza 

económicamente. Sin embargo, los hombres tienen premio por la paternidad", anota Tabbush. "A nivel 

mundial, un poco más de la mitad de las mujeres casadas de entre 25 y 54 años trabajan, en comparación con 

las dos terceras partes de las mujeres solteras", indica el informe. Por el contrario, los varones casados 

participan más en el mercado laboral (96%) que los solteros (86%). "Uno de los principales impulsores de 

estas desigualdades es el hecho de que las mujeres continúan realizando tres veces más la atención no 

remunerada y el trabajo doméstico que los hombres en ausencia de servicios de atención asequibles", 

advierten las autoras. Algo que se podría corregir con ayudas públicas como subsidios, guarderías o 

prestación por hijo a cargo. 

https://elpais.com/economia/2019/02/22/actualidad/1550856917_787751.html
https://elpais.com/economia/2019/02/22/actualidad/1550856917_787751.html
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El informe aporta, además, "datos novedosos", dice Tabbush, "sobre la diversidad de familias en el mundo". 

Según las estadísticas cruzadas de censos de todo el mundo, poco más de un tercio (38%) de los hogares están 

compuestos por padres e hijos de cualquier edad. Casi otro tercio (27%) son familias extensas —conviven 

progenitores, abuelos, tíos, primos...—. Un 13% son parejas sin niños y otro 13% una persona sola. Otro 8% 

son las llamadas familias monoparentales, de las que el 84% son monomarentales. Y finalmente, un 2% 

convive con gente que no son de su sangre. Estas categorías, además, no son homogéneas, hay hogares de 

parejas del mismo sexo y heterosexuales, las hay que se casan, otras que cohabitan sin enlazarse 

formalmente...  

Las mujeres dedican de media tres veces más tiempo a tareas domésticas y de cuidado que los hombres 

Toda esta evidencia, desde la influencia de la vida familiar en la participación de las mujeres en la sociedad 

hasta el reconocimiento de la diversidad en los modelos de familia, debe servir para que las leyes, las políticas 

públicas y los fondos se destinen adecuadamente para conseguir la plena igualdad entre hombre y mujeres, 

reclama ONU Mujeres. 

"El informe propone un paquete de políticas integral para apoyar a las familias y los derechos de las mujeres". 

Esto tiene tres componentes, detalla Tabbush. "Reformular leyes para eliminar la discriminación en ellas", 

anota. De tal manera que normas que impiden a las mujeres divorciarse, decidir sobre su maternidad o las que 

no reconocen la violación dentro del matrimonio, entre tantas, "deben eliminarse o cambiar". Lo segundo, 

continua la experta, es que se implementen políticas públicas encaminadas a lograr una mayor igualdad dentro 

de las familias. "Por ejemplo, con apoyo al cuidado de las personas mayores y niños en el hogar". En este 

caso, Uruguay es un ejemplo a seguir. "Tiene un sistema de cuidados que provee servicios desde la cuna hasta 

la tumba", afirma la experta. Finalmente, Tabbush subraya la importancia de que los recursos públicos y 

privados tengan perspectiva de género. "Todo esto, independientemente del tipo de familia", subraya. 

Avanzar en este sentido es posible. La prueba es que ya se han logrado progresos en muchos países. El 

informe aporta, de hecho, varios ejemplos de lo que, a juicio de ONU Mujeres, debería suceder en todas las 

regiones para lograr la plena igualdad. En el caso del acceso a servicios de salud sexual y reproductiva, las 

autoras destacan lo conseguido en Ruanda, donde el uso de métodos anticonceptivos modernos solo cubría el 

0,2% de la demanda en 1970 y lo hará en un 78,2% en 2030, según sus proyecciones. La tasa de fertilidad ha 

caído de 8,3 a 3,8 nacimientos al año por mujer en las últimas cuatro décadas y también ha descendido 

drásticamente la mortalidad materna de 1.300 muertes por cada 100.000 nacidos vivos en 1990, a 290 

fallecidas por cada 100.000 nacidos vivos en 2015. Estos éxitos se deben, en opinión de las autoras, a diversas 

medidas acertadas del gobierno ruandés en los últimos años. "Aunque todavía quedan muchos retos", matizan. 

A través de la investigación y la evidencia, sabemos que no existe una forma de familia estándar, ni la ha 

habido nunca 

PHUMZILE MLAMBO-NGCUKA, DIRECTORA EJECUTIVA DE ONU MUJERES 

"Todo esto se ha producido gracias a los movimientos feministas", asegura Tabbush, que han convertido su 

agenda en una prioridad. No sin esfuerzo ni lucha. La reacción a estas conquistas ha provocado, de hecho, una 

reacción cuya máxima expresión es el ascenso de líderes por todo el mundo abiertamente machistas. 

https://elpais.com/tag/feminismo/a
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"En todo el mundo, estamos presenciando esfuerzos concertados para negar el derecho de las mujeres a tomar 

sus propias decisiones en nombre de la protección de los valores familiares. Sin embargo, a través de la 

investigación y la evidencia, sabemos que no existe una forma de familia estándar, ni la ha habido nunca", 

apunta la directora ejecutiva de ONU Mujeres, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, en un comunicado. "En un 

momento crítico de rechazo a los avances conseguidos con esfuerzo para las mujeres, este informe muestra 

que las familias pueden impulsar la igualdad de género si los encargados de tomar decisiones implementan 

políticas arraigadas en la realidad de cómo vive la gente hoy, con los derechos de las mujeres en su núcleo", 

agrega. 

"Lo importante es que las políticas estén basadas en la realidad y no en lo que se cree que es o debería ser la 

familia. Hay que dejar las opiniones de lado", termina Tabbush. 

  

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/21/planeta_futuro/1561114676_388961.html#?id_externo_nwl=newsletter_

planeta_futuro20190626   

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/21/planeta_futuro/1561114676_388961.html#?id_externo_nwl=newsletter_planeta_futuro20190626
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/21/planeta_futuro/1561114676_388961.html#?id_externo_nwl=newsletter_planeta_futuro20190626
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Straight people are getting more uncomfortable with LGBTQ people each year 

Young adults’ support for LGBTQ people dropped for a second time since Trump took office. 

By Alex Bollinger Monday,  

 

Photo: Ted Eytan via Flickr 

A new survey shows that young people’s support for LGBTQ people has dropped for the second consecutive 

year. 

The Harris Poll and GLAAD just released the results of their yearly survey in their Accelerating Acceptance 

report. 

The survey was conducted this past January and involved 1970 respondents, including 1754 non-LGBTQ 

respondents. They were asked about whether they would be comfortable with an LGBTQ person in various 

situations, like having an LGBTQ doctor, their kid having an LGBTQ teacher, or a family member coming 

out. 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/author/alexbollinger/
https://www.glaad.org/sites/default/files/Accelerating%20Acceptance%202019.pdf
https://www.glaad.org/sites/default/files/Accelerating%20Acceptance%202019.pdf
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Among non-LGBTQ people, 49% were comfortable in all the situations, the same percentage as last year. 

Two years ago, though, 53% of non-LGBTQ people were comfortable in all situations, a drop that coincided 

with the start of the Trump administration. 

But the drop was more pronounced among 18- to 34-year-olds. 63% were comfortable in all the situations two 

years ago, 53% last year, and 45% this year. 

Related: Fewer Americans believe gay & lesbian people still face discrimination 

Young men’s drop in support was even more dramatic. 62% were comfortable in all the situations two years 

ago, but now only 35% are. 

 

GLAAD/Harris Poll 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/03/fewer-americans-believe-gay-lesbian-people-still-face-discrimination/
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Support for LGBTQ people in each individual situation either stayed the same or dropped since two years 

ago. 34% of straight people said that they would be uncomfortable if their child learned about LGBTQ people 

at school. This year, 39% said they would be uncomfortable. 

Among 18- to 34-year-olds, 39% said that they were uncomfortable in that situation, up from 27% two years 

ago. Young adults were 50% more likely to say that they would be uncomfortable if a family member came 

out this year compared to 2016. 

Even the percent who said that they would be uncomfortable with an LGBTQ doctor rose from 24% in 2016 

to 34% this year. 

“We typically see in our surveys that younger Americans can be counted on to advocate for issues like gender 

equality, immigration and climate change,” said John Gerzema, CEO of The Harris Poll. 

“So it is surprising to see a notable erosion of acceptance for the LGBTQ community, which counters many 

of the assumptions we make about their values and beliefs. In this toxic age, tolerance – even among youth – 

now seems to be parsed out.” 

“The sharp and quick rise in divisive rhetoric both in politics and in culture is now having a negative 

influence on younger Americans and coinciding with an alarming pattern of anti-LGBTQ violence and 

discrimination,” said Sarah Kate Ellis, the president of GLAAD. 

“As we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, LGBTQ people and allies must urgently 

address today’s cultural crisis by being visible and vigilant.” 

 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/straight-people-getting-uncomfortable-lgbtq-people-year/ 

  

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/straight-people-getting-uncomfortable-lgbtq-people-year/


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

22 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 386 septiembre  2019 

 

Bikers who burned rubber on a rainbow crosswalk could face hate crime charges 

The gang of bikers did their best to deface the pride symbol and now the cops are looking for the culprits. 

By Alex Bollinger Tuesday, June 11, 2019     36 Comments 

 

Photo: KQAT/via YouTube 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/author/alexbollinger/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/bikers-burned-rubber-rainbow-crosswalk-face-hate-crime-charges/#disqus_thread
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/pride
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Videos appeared online showing bikers defacing rainbow crosswalks in Albuquerque that were painted for 

Pride Month. The bikers burned rubber and left skid marks on the crosswalk. One of the bikers even popped a 

tire while vandalizing the crosswalk. 

The city paid $30,000 to install the crosswalks this year, three times the cost of plain white crosswalks. 

  

Related: Rainbow crosswalk vandalized with swastikas in gay village 

“I can’t believe we can’t have anything nice,” resident Melvin Hanson told NBC4. 

“To the vandals, I hope you got something out of it. But my message to you, is grow up,” said New Mexico 

Senator Jacob Candelaria, the only LGBTQ state legislator in New Mexico. 

Albuquerque Police said that they are currently investigating. They are hoping that the videos will help 

identify the vandals. 

But despite their possible hate, Candelaria said, “Little boys like that, who defaced that sidewalk they’re never 

going to take our pride away.” 

The vandals could face hate crimes charges if found. 

 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/bikers-burned-rubber-rainbow-crosswalk-face-hate-crime-charges/ 

  

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/08/rainbow-crosswalk-vandalized-swastikas-gay-village/
https://www.nbc4i.com/news/bikers-could-face-hate-crime-charges-after-defacing-30000-rainbow-crosswalk/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2019/06/bikers-burned-rubber-rainbow-crosswalk-face-hate-crime-charges/
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Ola feminicida llena refugios para mujeres 

Por Diana Rodríguez 

En promedio, 4 féminas son rescatadas del maltrato a la semana 

 

Foto: Zócalo | Archivo 

Saltillo, Coah.- De las 6 mil atenciones que el Centro de Justicia y Empoderamiento para las Mujeres, ha 

recibido en lo que va del año, ha enviado a un centenar de mujeres a los refugios del estado para protegerse de 

la violencia extrema. 

 

De acuerdo con las cifras del centro, en promedio cada mes, al menos 16 mujeres son recibidas en dicha 

institución o al menos cuatro por semana. 

 

 

“Nosotras llevábamos aproximadamente en los cinco centros menos de 100 personas enviadas a refugio, 

hablando únicamente de mujeres, ya que obviamente son recibidas con sus hijas y sus hijos 

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo_autor/1685
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“Son pocas realmente las que acceden a este tipo de servicio, porque por regla general se van con sus redes de 

apoyo familiares o amistades, etcñetera”, explicó Leticia Charles, directora del centro. 

 

Por su parte, la Fiscalía General del Estado (FGE), informó que tiene iniciadas 3 mil 968 carpetas de 

investigación por el delito de violencia familiar, más del 50% que tuvo durante el 2018, cuando registró 9 mil 

800 carpetas de investigación. 

 

Mientras que el Secretariado Ejecutivo del Sistema Nacional de Seguridad Pública tiene registrados en 

Coahuila mil 752 llamadas a los sistemas de emergencia relacionados con incidentes de violencia en pareja. 

 

Ante los datos alarmantes, Leticia Charles invitó a las mujeres a que no guarden silencio ante la violencia y 

eviten llegar a la muerte, como en los casos de Diana Pescina Juárez y de Joselyn Esmeralda Soto Garduño, 

quienes fueron asesinadas por sus parejas en un lapso menor a 48 horas. 

 

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/ola-feminicida-llena-refugios-para-mujeres 

  

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/ola-feminicida-llena-refugios-para-mujeres
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QUITAN SEÑALAMIENTOS GAY EN TAMPICO, ‘GANÓ LA DISCRIMINACIÓN’, AFIRMAN EN 

REDES 

Indigo Staff 

Aunque autoridades celebraron, con bombo y platillo, el lanzamiento de los señalamientos inclusivos, 

usuarios de redes denunciaron que sólo duraron unos días 

 

 

© @RodrigoAzc 

“¡Ganó la discriminación!”, escribieron varios usuarios en redes sociales tras enterarse que los recién 

inaugurados señalamientos de transito inclusivos en Tampico, Tamaulipas, habían sido sustituidos. 

Apenas el 27 de junio la Secretaría de Atención Ciudadana de Tampico anunciaba, con bombo y platillo, los 

nuevos señalamientos que tenían el fin de hacer conciencia sobre el respeto y la tolerancia… Hoy, a decir de 

cibernautas, no queda ninguno. 

A 20 horas de haber sido colocados, “fue tanto el descontento que generaron los letreros en redes sociales, 

que los reemplazaron”, denunció, mediante Twitter, el usuario Rodrigo Azcárraga. 

Ver imagen en Twitter 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/quitan-senalamientos-gay-en-tampico-gano-la-discriminacion-afirman-en-redes/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/quitan-senalamientos-gay-en-tampico-gano-la-discriminacion-afirman-en-redes/
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc/status/1144716081619177479/photo/1
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Rodrigo Azcárraga@RodrigoAzc 

https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc/status/1144716081619177479/photo/1
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc
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Esto pasó en Tampico: un ciudadano donó letreros incluyentes de cruce peatonal. El Ayuntamiento 

acertadamente los instaló. Fue tal el descontento que generaron los letreros en Redes Sociales que en 20 horas 

se reemplazaron. Hoy 28 de junio, al menos aquí, ganó la discriminación. 

 

128 

16:15 - 28 jun. 2019 

https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1144716081619177479
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1144716081619177479
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc/status/1144716081619177479
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx/status/1144836857286594565/photo/1


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

29 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 386 septiembre  2019 

 

144 personas están hablando de esto 

 

Información y privacidad de Twitter Ads 

“Ganó la discriminación”, remató escribiendo Rodrigo en su tuit. 

Usuarios aseguraron que los letreros fueron donados “por un ciudadano”, el ayuntamiento los colocó pero tras 

las “inconformidades” se quitaron. 

Ver imagen en Twitter 

 

 

 

Un payaso vanidoso@soyelbarbasmx 

Esto pasó en #Tampico: un ciudadano donó letreros incluyentes de cruce peatonal. El Ayuntamiento 

acertadamente los instaló. Fue tal el descontento generaron los letreros en Redes Sociales que en 20 hrs se 

reemplazaron. Hoy 28/06, al menos aquí, ganó la discriminación. #Pride2019 

0:15 - 29 jun. 2019 

 

Ver los otros Tweets de Un payaso vanidoso 

 

Información y privacidad de Twitter Ads 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/quitan-senalamientos-gay-en-tampico-gano-la-discriminacion-

afirman-en-redes/ 

  

https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc/status/1144716081619177479
https://twitter.com/RodrigoAzc/status/1144716081619177479
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx/status/1144836857286594565/photo/1
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Tampico?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pride2019?src=hash
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx/status/1144836857286594565
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/quitan-senalamientos-gay-en-tampico-gano-la-discriminacion-afirman-en-redes/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/quitan-senalamientos-gay-en-tampico-gano-la-discriminacion-afirman-en-redes/
https://twitter.com/soyelbarbasmx
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The Increasingly Complicated Map of Abortion Rights 

This year, legislators in seven states expanded abortion rights while some states moved to restrict or ban them. 

 

Lornet Turnbull posted Jun 27, 2019 

When Democrats in Nevada landed a political trifecta in last year’s midterm elections, adding the governor’s 

office to their control of the state legislature, pro-choice advocates saw their opportunity to strengthen 

abortion rights. 

They tapped newly elected Yvanna Cancela, the state’s first Latina senator, who was part of a dramatic sweep 

that led to the country’s first majority-female state legislature. 

Cancela’s bill, the Trust Nevada Women Act, was signed into law in May. It removes criminal penalties for 

abortion providers as well as a requirement that doctors tell patients about the emotional implications of an 

abortion or ask about marital status or age. 

It passed the Nevada legislature days after Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey signed what to date is the nation’s most 

restrictive abortion ban, making it a felony for a doctor to perform or attempt to perform an abortion during 

any stage of pregnancy, with no exemption for rape or incest. 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/@@also-by?author=Lornet+Turnbull
https://www.vox.com/2019/5/22/18635687/trust-nevada-women-act-abortion-laws-2019
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/alabama-governor-signs-controversial-abortion-ban-bill-law-n1006211
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/alabama-governor-signs-controversial-abortion-ban-bill-law-n1006211
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Nevada isn’t the only bright spot for abortion rights. Seven states this year expanded abortion or reproductive 

health access, news of which has been mostly lost amid the furor over abortion bans in states across the 

Southeast and lower Midwest—in what some pro-choice advocates call “a race to the bottom.” 

 

While many of the measures had been on the drawing board long before the recent abortion bans, a lot of 

movement around them occurred in direct response to the bans, said Andrea Miller, president of the National 

Institute for Reproductive Health and the NIRH Action Fund. 

“The reality is that what we’re seeing this year is unprecedented activity in state legislatures around abortion 

rights and abortion access,” Miller said. “And they’re moving at an accelerated pace in widely divergent 

directions. It is really a unique moment in time that we’re in.” 

In recent weeks, Miller said, the bans as well as the approaching endings to legislative sessions “actually 

inspired and energized a number of states to take their proactive bills across the finish line.” 

Among progressive measures this year: 

Illinois: The measure establishes “the fundamental right” of a pregnant woman to have an abortion, stating 

that “a fertilized egg, embryo, or fetus does not have independent rights.” It repeals the state’s 1975 abortion 

law and its provisions that called for spousal consent, waiting periods, criminal penalties for physicians who 

perform abortions, and other restrictions on facilities where abortions are performed. 

Vermont: In a state that does not restrict abortion, Vermont’s Republican governor signed a comprehensive 

no-limits measure to ensure decisions around abortion remain between a woman and her health care provider. 

Maine: A pair of bills allows health care professionals who are not physicians to perform the procedure and 

expands MaineCare coverage for abortions. 

New Jersey: A measure here would keep reproductive health providers’ and patients’ personal information 

private to prevent harassment. 

New York: Passed in January on the 46th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Reproductive Health Act protects 

access to abortion if the landmark decision is ever overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court. It decriminalizes 

abortion and allows some late-term procedures in cases where the fetus is not viable or when necessary to 

protect the mother’s 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/445460-states-passing-and-considering-new-abortion-laws-in-2019
https://www.vox.com/2019/6/1/18648506/illinois-abortion-bill-2019-fundamental-right-repeal-restrictions
https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-announces-action-bills
https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-announces-action-bills
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/10/us/maine-abortion-bill.html
https://store.yesmagazine.org/product/yes-donation/?ica=Don_20190517&icl=InArticle


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

32 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 386 septiembre  2019 

life. 

 

Separately, New York also recently dedicated $250,000 to the New York Abortion Access Fund, which will 

help cover the cost of abortions for over 500 people, including those who need to travel from other states to 

obtain abortions there. 

And across the country, pro-choice progressives have been pushing back in other ways, too. 

In the wake of the abortion bans, more than 40 elected prosecutors from 24 states, including 12 attorneys 

general, pledged to use their prosecutorial discretion to refuse to criminalize abortion. Their decision could be 

critical in the coming months as the bans are litigated in court. 

What all these state actions lead to is an increasingly complicated map—a virtual patchwork of abortion 

rights. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/14/nyregion/abortion-funding-ny.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/05/21/georgia-prosecutors-wont-enforce-abortion-ban-sim-gill-utah/?utm_term=.641a4dff7138
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“Probably about half the states have five or more restrictive laws on the books that create incredible hurdles 

and barriers,” Miller said, “particularly affecting those who are in more and more marginalized situations—

women of color, low-income women, young women, women living in rural settings.” 

Abortion access and abortion rights, she pointed out, begin and end with the state. Roe v. Wade, the U.S. 

Supreme Court decision that ruled abortion is constitutionally guaranteed by the 14th Amendment, set the bar 

for how low a state can and can’t go in restricting a woman’s right, she 

said. 
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Many of the recently passed laws restricting abortion—and all the so-called heartbeat bills—contradict Roe v. 

Wade. 

“We know how critical it is for states that can, to really step up and enact the kinds of laws that will ensure 

that abortion care is available and accessible,” Miller said, “regardless of whether the Supreme Court gives 

the green light to those states that want to go ahead and let the bottom fall out.” 

In Nevada, for example, the state’s first Democratic-controlled government in nearly three decades not only 

updated abortion rights, but passed a range of progressive measures—from increasing the minimum wage to 

$12 an hour to passing a paid leave bill to approving measures to benefit sexual assault victims. 

“We had policies that are rooted in ensuring that women have economic success and passed more laws related 

to sexual violence than in any other session,” said Cancela, who was initially appointed to the Nevada Senate 

in 2016 but elected in November. 

“It’s part of the national narrative: Women don’t want other people making decisions about their lives,” she 

added. “It’s part of this national moment that we are in, with women standing up and fighting back for the 

rights that women before us have fought for.” 

“There was always a commitment from the onset,” Cancela said, “but I think after what happened in Alabama 

and later in a number of other states, it felt even more important. I think it elevated the commitment we had to 

get the bill through.” 

No Paywall. No Ads. Just Readers Like You. 

You can help fund powerful stories to light the way forward. 

Donate Now. 

 

Lornet Turnbull wrote this article for YES! Magazine. Lornet is an editor for YES!, a Seattle-based freelance 

writer, and a regional freelance writer for the Washington Post. Reach her 

at lturnbull@yesmagazine.org. Follow her on Twitter @TurnbullL. 

 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/people-power/states-abortion-ban-reproductive-access-20190627 

  

http://gov.nv.gov/News/Press/2019/Governor_Sisolak_Signs_75_Bills_that_Raise_Minimum_Wage,_Guarantee_Paid_Sick_Leave,_and_Secure_Collective_Bargaining_for_State_Workers/
https://store.yesmagazine.org/donate/?ica=Donate&icl=ArticleEnd
http://yesmagazine.org/
mailto:lturnbull@yesmagazine.org
http://twitter.com/TurnbullL
https://www.yesmagazine.org/people-power/states-abortion-ban-reproductive-access-20190627
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What the Concentration Camps of Bosnia Can Teach Us About the Abuse of Immigrants on the U.S. 

Border 

 

Peter Maass 

June 27 2019, 1:13 p.m. 

 

Muslim prisoners in a room in the Serb-run detention camp at Trnopolje, northwest of Banja Luka, Bosnia, on 

Aug. 12, 1992. 

 Photo: David Cairns/Today London via AP 

HOW DO YOU investigate human rights abuses at detention centers that are off-limits to outsiders? 

https://theintercept.com/staff/peter-maass/
https://theintercept.com/staff/peter-maass/
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I am not one of the on-the-ground reporters covering the Trump administration’s abusive treatment of 

immigrant children on the border with Mexico, but more than 25 years ago I investigated the concentration 

camps where Serbs tortured and executed Muslims during the Bosnian war. I can’t quite believe that I am 

writing this line and this story, but much of what I saw at those Balkan camps in the 1990s is relevant to 

what’s happening now in America. 

It appears that due to a burst of media attention, the conditions of the U.S. border camps will likely be 

improved — there will be soap, toothpaste, and bedding — and journalists are being allowed to visit though 

in sharply restricted ways. This is a script we have seen before. After the first stories about Serb-run 

concentration camps were written by Roy Gutman, based on testimony he collected from survivors, the camps 

were cleaned up a bit and some journalists were allowed inside. I was among the first visitors in the summer 

of 1992, and what follows is a guide to help journalists understand and thwart the U.S. government’s likely 

cover-up of abuses that have occurred at its concentration camps. That’s another sentence I can’t believe I am 

writing today. 

Read Our Complete CoverageThe War on Immigrants 

Tours of detention camps are public relations tricks; governments do their best to make sure journalists don’t 

actually visit the exact places where crimes occurred. Here’s an example from Bosnia. One of the worst 

prison camps was at a ceramics factory known as Keraterm, and I was taken there. Except I wasn’t, really. 

Keraterm had a lot of buildings, and the group I was with — about a half-dozen journalists — was taken to 

just one building. Our guide – a brute of a man named Simo Drljaca, who was killed when NATO troops tried 

to arrest him after the war — walked us into the building, which was mostly empty and had a thin layer of 

dust on the ground and not a human smudge mark on its floors or walls. 

“See, no blood,” Drljaca smiled at us. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/21/us/migrant-children-border-soap.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/inside-a-texas-building-where-the-government-is-holding-immigrant-children
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/26/us/migrant-children-border-clint-texas.html
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/roy-gutman
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
https://www.nytimes.com/2001/11/14/world/3-ex-guards-at-bosnia-camp-are-sentenced-by-hague-panel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/07/11/world/nato-troops-kill-a-serbian-suspect-in-war-atrocities.html
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His ruse was transparently ridiculous — the building had never held prisoners. We demanded to see the 

building that we knew had housed prisoners; it was a brick warehouse less than 50 yards from where we 

stood. Prisoners had been tortured and executed there, and as we later learned, the survivors were moved out 

shortly before we arrived. No, Drljaca said, it’s a military facility, you can’t go inside or take pictures of it. He 

instructed us to get back into the minibus we were traveling in. But there were no military vehicles or soldiers 

in sight. The factory grounds were deserted. 

The lesson is quite obvious and simple: You must go to the exact location where abuse has occurred. If you 

are prevented from going there and seeing what you need to see — a quasi-admission that a forbidden crime 

scene exists — demand to know why. The lies offered by prison officials can be nearly as revealing as the 

incriminating evidence kept out of view. Often that’s the only evidence of guilt you might get — the absurdity 

of the deception. 

We were taken to two detention centers that held actual detainees. One of them was called Omarska, which 

has become infamous over time as the site of the greatest number of killings, and the other was 

called Trnopolje, which didn’t have as many killings but was nonetheless a location of immense fear and 

deprivation. Both camps were somewhat cleaned up for our visit, but terror can’t be erased so easily. These 

visits introduced us to the ethical dilemmas of interviewing detainees who feared repercussions for talking 

with us, though it also revealed ways to get around those repercussions. 

If prisoners are afraid — as all of them were at these camps — you know it instantly. It is in their faces, their 

voices, their postures, the words they are afraid to speak to you. One of the most chilling moments occurred 

as I watched a prisoner at Omarska shiver in terror as a television reporter asked, with a camera running, 

whether he had been abused. The prisoner didn’t know what to do; the truth could’ve gotten him killed by the 

guards. His inability to say what he wanted to say was a silent form of testimony about crimes that were, at 

that moment, literally unspeakable. 

It’s not a stretch to think that some kids at the camps run by U.S. Customs and Border Protection might be 

hesitant to complain about abusive conditions, assuming they are even allowed to speak to reporters (so far, 

apparently not). They might have the same sort of fear as the prisoners in Bosnia — could they be punished 

for what they say? A workaround to this quandary emerged during my visit to Omarska. One of the prisoners 

slipped a note to one of the other journalists, who shared it with me. “About 500 people have been killed here 

with sticks, hammers and knives,” the note said. “Until August 6, there were 2,500 people. We were sleeping 

on the concrete floor, eating only once a day, in a rush, and we were beaten while we were eating. We have 

been here for 75 days. Please help us. ” 

The lesson from this — beyond the fact, now amply proved by war crimes trials, that Serbs committed 

genocide in Bosnia — was that it can be far easier for detainees to write something down and surreptitiously 

hand it to a journalist than to take the more intrusive route of talking to you. I wish I had been armed with 

pencils and pieces of paper and handed them out, as discreetly as possible, to prisoners who indicated any 

inclination to write notes, or just left these things in a corner for any prisoner to write a message that might 

later be given to other sympathetic visitors. 

Another suggestion for journalists who might be visiting the CBP camps: Pay close attention to the CBP 

officials, and not just the polished spokespeople. What is the expression on their faces? Will they answer 

questions, even banal ones? The pursed lips of guards or supervisors can itself be evocative manifestations of 

power. They can withhold everything, whether it’s toothpaste, blankets, or words. It’s worth your time to 

https://www.nytimes.com/2001/11/03/world/5-bosnian-serbs-guilty-of-war-crimes-at-infamous-camp.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2015/05/26/bosnia-s-infamous-pow-camp-remembered/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1992/08/11/away-from-guards-inmates-whisper-of-abuse/ac3f1ac5-c230-48f8-95c4-a805f4dcda89/?utm_term=.1a0b34d180dd
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/26/us/migrant-children-border-clint-texas.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/why-did-ratko-mladic-commit-genocide-against-bosnias-muslims
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persist with questions until the end. At Omarska, I tried to strike up a conversation with a guard who was 

nonresponsive until I gave up hope and provocatively blurted out what I wanted to know: “Is it true that you 

torture the prisoners?” 

He glanced down at me — he was huge and had pistols on both hips in addition to an AK-47 slung over a 

shoulder — and his face lurched into a smile that was intentionally and sardonically grim. “Why would we 

want to beat them?” he said. 

 

Join Our Newsletter 

Original reporting. Fearless journalism. Delivered to you. 

I’m in 

 

Indeed, it appears that U.S. officials are beginning to follow the footsteps of Serb authorities in Bosnia. Just 

read this chilling story by Simon Romero, who yesterday visited a CPB camp for children in Clint, Texas. The 

tour for journalists, Romero wrote for the New York Times, was conducted after the number of kids at the 

facility was greatly reduced. The tour was brief and “highly controlled,” with CPB officials pointing out food 

and sanitary supplies that they said were being provided to the children — but the journalists were not 

allowed to enter the cells where the children lived, talk to any of them, or take pictures (their cameras and 

phones were not allowed inside). When a reporter saw a young girl crying, a CPB agent quickly warned, 

“Don’t talk to her,” adding, “If you ask her anything you’ll be thrown out.” 

A final lesson from Bosnia: The full truth of what happened at the camps did not emerge as a result of 

journalists visiting them after the worst crimes had been committed. There is a limit to what you can learn at a 

crime scene that has been cleaned up, and of course there’s a huge limit to what witnesses can tell you in the 

presence of their tormentors. The truth emerged from later interviews that journalists and investigators 

conducted with survivors who were able to speak freely in safe locations, usually refugee camps. Tracking 

down these survivors and taking the time to hear their grim truths was hard work, but it made the difference. 

Find the families who were kept in abusive conditions at the CBP camps. They know what happened. 

I could go on — and it is horrifying that I could go on. How could genocidal events a quarter-century ago 

have any relevance to America today? That is where we are. That is what we have become. 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/27/immigration-detention-bosnia/ 

  

http://www.petermaass.com/articles/bosnias_ground_zero/
http://www.petermaass.com/articles/bosnias_ground_zero/
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/26/us/migrant-children-border-clint-texas.html
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/27/immigration-detention-bosnia/
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EN 8 AÑOS SE COMETIERON CASI MIL ASESINATOS DE MUJERES EN GUADALAJARA Y 

ZONA CONURBADA: UDEG 

Luis Herrera 

De 2010 a 2017 se registraron 962 homicidios de mujeres en la entidad, según investigadores de la 

Universidad de Guadalajara 

 

 

© CUARTOSCURO 

Cerca de mil homicidios de mujeres se cometieron en el estado de Jalisco en un periodo de 8 años, de 2010 a 

2017; 962 para ser exactos, según lo dio a conocer un estudio reciente elaborado por especialistas de la 

Universidad de Guadalajara (UdeG). 

La investigación, concentrada en Guadalajara y su zona conurbada, revela, además, que en esta metrópoli los 

homicidios contra mujeres crecieron 61 por ciento de 2013 a 2018, sexenio correspondiente al gobierno del ex 

mandatario, Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz: 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/en-8-anos-se-cometieron-casi-mil-asesinatos-de-mujeres-en-guadalajara-y-zona-conurbada-udeg/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/en-8-anos-se-cometieron-casi-mil-asesinatos-de-mujeres-en-guadalajara-y-zona-conurbada-udeg/
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“En el primer año (2013) los académicos registraron 54 (homicidios), cometidos en 49 colonias y en 2018, 87, 

que tuvieron lugar en 64 colonias”, reportó la casa de estudios con respecto al estudio “Mujeres víctimas de 

homicidio en el Área Metropolitana de Guadalajara: Contextos y Mecanismos”, elaborado por los académicos 

Antonio Reyna Sevilla y Guillermo Julián González Pérez. 

La investigación de la UdeG también dio a conocer que en 2013 las colonias del Área Metropolitana de 

Guadalajara con mayor violencia homicida contra las mujeres fueron: Mesa de los Ocotes (en Zapopan), Las 

Fuentes (en Zapopan), El Vergel (en Tlaquepaque) y Echeverría (en Guadalajara). 

Mientras que en el 2018 las colonias de la metrópoli con más muertes de mujeres en estas condiciones fueron: 

Constitución (en Zapopan), Nueva Santa María (en Tlaquepaque), Jardines de Santa María (en Tlaquepaque), 

Buenos Aires (en Tlaquepaque), El Vergel (en Tlaquepaque) y Echeverría (en Guadalajara). 

Otro hallazgo de la investigación efectuada por Reyna Sevilla y González Pérez del Centro Universitario de 

Ciencias de la Salud (CUCS) de la UdeG, es que más de la mitad de los homicidios de mujeres cometidos en 

2013 y 2018 en la metrópoli se registraron al interior de los hogares de las víctimas y no en espacios públicos: 

“Con base en el total de homicidios de ambos años, 55 por ciento de las agresiones ocurrieron en la vivienda 

de la propia víctima. Lo que significa que ahí se corre mayor riesgo de que las mujeres sean asesinadas”. 

También se destaca la juventud de las víctimas, pues “una de cada dos mujeres asesinadas en su vivienda 

tenía menos de 30 años de edad”. 

Las mujeres de la metrópoli son asesinadas mayormente con armas de fuego, “ya que en ocho de cada 10 

casos fue utilizada durante 2018. En este año se utilizó 1.5 más que en 2013”. El segundo agente causal más 

usado en estos homicidios fueron los objetos punzocortantes; el tercero fueron los objetos contundentes; y el 

cuarto más presente, la asfixia. 

Del análisis del 2013 y el 2018 en la metrópoli, se desprende que a las mujeres se les asesina en mayor 

medida durante los fines de semana, de viernes a domingo, por lo que: “El riesgo de homicidio contra mujeres 

incrementó entre 30 y 80 por ciento durante estos días”. 

Los investigadores de la UdeG conminaron a que la violencia homicida contra las mujeres no sea 

comprendida y atendida exclusivamente como un problema de seguridad, pues también lo es de salud pública: 

“en la medida en que todos estos decesos son evitables y, por lo tanto, habría que luchar por su prevención”. 

Actualmente el Gobierno de Jalisco y los municipios metropolitanos de Guadalajara están trabajando en la 

confección de un protocolo para la implementación eficaz de las órdenes de protección de mujeres víctimas 

de violencia, luego de las severas fallas que este mecanismo ha presentado en lo local. 

 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/en-8-anos-se-cometieron-casi-mil-asesinatos-de-mujeres-en-

guadalajara-y-zona-conurbada-udeg/ 

  

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/en-8-anos-se-cometieron-casi-mil-asesinatos-de-mujeres-en-guadalajara-y-zona-conurbada-udeg/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/en-8-anos-se-cometieron-casi-mil-asesinatos-de-mujeres-en-guadalajara-y-zona-conurbada-udeg/
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21 

A guard escorts an immigrant detainee from his 'segregation cell' back into the general population at the 

Adelanto Detention Facility in California on Nov. 15, 2013. Photo: John Moore/Getty Images 

A WHISTLEBLOWER POINTED TO ICE ABUSE OF SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. NOW 

PRESSURE MOUNTS FOR CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION. 

 

Maryam Saleh 

 

AN ADVOCACY GROUP that represents whistleblowers sent a scathing letter Thursday to the House and 

Senate committees overseeing U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, calling on the congressional 

bodies to investigate abuses by ICE and the executive branch’s failure to hold the agency accountable. 

The group, Government Accountability Project, cited a report from the Department of Homeland Security’s 

Office of Inspector General issued earlier this month about conditions and practices at hundreds of 

immigration detention facilities. “We are concerned that the OIG report, while horrific in its findings, merely 

scratched the surface of systematic abuses and violations reported by whistleblowers,” GAP said in its letter. 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/27/ice-solitary-confinement-abuse-watchdog/?comments=1#comments
https://theintercept.com/staff/maryamsaleh/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6172527-GAP-Congressional-Letter-Re-OIG-CRCL-Failures.html
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2019-06/OIG-19-47-Jun19.pdf
https://theintercept.com/staff/maryamsaleh/
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https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6172527-GAP-Congressional-Letter-Re-OIG-CRCL-Failures.html#document/p1
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 “We are concerned that the OIG report, while horrific in its findings, merely scratched the surface of 

systematic abuses and violations reported by whistleblowers.” 

The group is representing multiple immigration whistleblowers, including Ellen Gallagher, who went 

public with her concerns about ICE’s use of solitary confinement in interviews with the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists and The Intercept last month, following her yearslong effort to raise 

the issue before governmental oversight bodies. 

The inspector general’s recent report “substantively confirmed Ms. Gallagher’s disclosures, made over a 

period of almost five years, [but] they only exposed the tip of the iceberg,” the watchdog group wrote to 

members of the Judiciary and Oversight committees in the House, as well as the Senate’s Judiciary and 

Homeland Security committees. “Ms. Gallagher’s disclosures documented hundreds of examples of ICE’s 

inappropriate use of solitary confinement, which have yet to be investigated by internal DHS watchdogs. This 

suggests her concerns are widespread across hundreds of facilities and need to be investigated and addressed 

immediately.” 

 

GAP Congressional Letter Re OIG CRCL Failures4 pages 

 

GALLAGHER FIRST BECAME aware of ICE’s misuse of solitary confinement in 2014, when she worked at 

the DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. After reviewing the agency’s segregation reports, she 

spent the next several years trying to bring the issue before her superiors at DHS, the Inspector General’s 

Office, the Office of Special Counsel, and congressional oversight committees. Her review of the reports, in 

addition to case files for some detained immigrants, led her to believe that ICE’s widespread use of solitary 

confinement, particularly with regard to individuals with “special vulnerabilities” — such as those with 

serious mental illness — violated the agency’s policies and procedures. 

Read Our Complete CoverageThe War on Immigrants 

Gallagher said she hopes that GAP will bring critical attention to a dire issue. “Thousands of civil 

immigration detainees continue to be ‘sentenced’ to solitary confinement where they are denied proper 

medical care and attention,” Gallagher wrote in an email to The Intercept. “I believe GAP’s advocacy will be 

instrumental in halting egregious violations of law and policy — and in saving lives.” 

The issues she raised were consistent with the results of the investigation, conducted by ICIJ and The 

Intercept, which included a review of more than 8,400 records of placement in solitary confinement from 

2012 to early 2017. The investigation found that ICE was using solitary confinement as a go-to tool, often to 

the detriment of detained immigrants with mental illness or a physical disability, or LGBTQ individuals who 

are especially vulnerable in immigration detention. 

https://theintercept.com/2019/05/21/ice-solitary-confinement-whistleblower/
https://theintercept.com/2019/05/21/ice-solitary-confinement-whistleblower/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6172527-GAP-Congressional-Letter-Re-OIG-CRCL-Failures.html#document/p1
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6172527-GAP-Congressional-Letter-Re-OIG-CRCL-Failures.html#document/p1
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
https://theintercept.com/2019/05/21/ice-solitary-confinement-immigration-detention/
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The Government Accountability Project letter, authored by attorney Dana Gold and national security analyst 

Irvin McCullough, decried the failure of oversight agencies to respond to Gallagher’s disclosures. The Office 

of Special Counsel “expressly abdicated its duty to investigate Ms. Gallagher’s disclosures,” the letter reads. 

“Rather than act upon these urgent pleas and the reams of information associated with them, the OSC instead 

found it acceptable to defer to the OIG’s own incomplete investigation” 

Gold and McCullough called on each of the committees to hold a two-panel hearing to evaluate the June 2019 

Inspector General report, ICE detention more broadly, and the executive branch’s oversight failures. “One 

panel should represent the internal watchdogs responsible for immigration policy” — the DHS inspector 

general, the civil rights and civil liberties director, and the special counsel — while the other “should allow 

whistleblowers and subject matter experts, who have primary knowledge of detention facility conditions, to 

testify to the extent of these violations and pinpoint avenues for further oversight.” 

The issue of ICE’s use of solitary confinement has seen its profile rise in recent weeks, following The 

Intercept and the OIG’s reports. In recent days, two Democratic Party presidential contenders weighed in with 

calls for accountability. On Thursday, Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., a member of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, called for the Republican-led committee to hold hearings on the subject. His letter came several 

days after Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., wrote a letter to ICE leadership demanding answers to a series of 

questions. 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/27/ice-solitary-confinement-abuse-watchdog/ 

https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/newsletter/?campaign=Article-In
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/26/cory-booker-judiciary-committee-ice-solitary-confinement/
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/21/elizabeth-warren-ice-solitary-confinement
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/27/ice-solitary-confinement-abuse-watchdog/
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DEL AZUL Y ORO AL ARCOÍRIS; UNAM GENERA DEBATE EN REDES POR ESCUDO 

INCLUSIVO 

Indigo Staff 

En el mes del orgullo LGBT, la UNAM ilumina su escudo con los colores de la bandera gay generando 

debate principalmente entre sus estudiantes 

 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/piensa/del-azul-y-oro-al-arcoiris-unam-genera-debate-por-escudo-inclusivo/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/piensa/del-azul-y-oro-al-arcoiris-unam-genera-debate-por-escudo-inclusivo/
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La Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) pinta su escudo de inclusión y se une a través de sus 

redes sociales, al mes del Orgullo LGBT+. 

Con el fondo multicolor, la UNAM se suma un día antes a la marcha por el orgullo gay que se realizará del 

Ángel de la Independencia al Zócalo Capitalino de la Ciudad de México. 

La universidad mexicana conmemora a través de los colores del escudo el 32 Festival Internacional por la 

Diversidad Sexual, la decisión, ha desencadenado comentarios positivos y negativos al respecto del tema. 

 

Respecto al cambio del azul y oro al arcoíris, los estudiantes debaten: 

“Estoy a favor de la diversidad sexual y las distintas orientaciones sexuales, sin embargo no veo el por qué 

cambiar todos los colores arcoiris eso representa una falta de respeto a la Institución”. 

“No me molestas ni soy homofóbica pero ya chole con lo mismo en todos lados hablan de eso quién no lo 

acepte muy su ser, pero porque inculcarlo a la fuerza”.  
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“No son los colores, es su educación homofóbica. 

Ya antes la UNAM ha modificado el escudo para apoyar causas y NADIE se había quejado”. 

A 41 años de la salida del primer contingente de homosexuales para dar fuerza al movimiento de laliberación 

gay,  la división de opiniones, continúa. 
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https://www.reporteindigo.com/piensa/del-azul-y-oro-al-arcoiris-unam-genera-debate-por-escudo-inclusivo/ 
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Here’s What Fat Acceptance Is—and Isn’t 

Sizeism is everywhere in our culture, from the workplace to the playground. It’s time to change that. 

 

  

Evette Dionne posted Jun 24, 2019 

Fat-shaming is stitched into the fabric of American culture. In fact, it’s so 

embedded in our everyday lives that we don’t often recognize when we’re perpetuating fat-phobia, or the act 

of discriminating against someone because of the size of their body. 

For instance, Michigan is the only state that has passed a law that forbids employers from penalizing fat 

people in the workplace, which means that in 49 states people of size can be fired, denied promotions, and 

paid less than their straight-size counterparts. While children are often taught to use the Golden Rule to guide 

their interactions with all people, especially those who are different from they, unfortunately, treating others 

as we’d like to be treated isn’t considered when legislators are passing the laws that govern our lives. 

We can see how that lack of regulation leads to discrimination: Fat applicants are less likely to be hired than 

straight-size applicants because hiring managers tend to associate fatness with laziness, according to a 2017 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/@@also-by?author=Evette+Dionne
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survey conducted by Fairygodboss. We can also see it in the fact that fat employees earn $1.25 less per hour 

than straight-size employees, which can lead to a loss of $100,000 over the course of a career. 

Fat-phobia doesn’t just appear in the workplace, either. In 2003, researchers found that more than 50 percent 

of the primary care physicians they surveyed viewed obese patients as “awkward, unattractive, ugly, and 

noncompliant,” and the majority of these doctors “view obesity as largely a behavioral problem and share our 

broader society’s negative stereotypes about the personal attributes of obese persons.” While we know that fat 

people are stigmatized in every area of their lives, it holds a different weight when doctors—not  fashion 

designers  or magazine editors—have a negative view of people of  size. 

Dr. Lilia Graue  told Healthline  that doctors often “fail to provide adequate and timely diagnosis and 

treatment due to all kinds of assumptions, [which] affects patients along the full weight spectrum.” These 

biases can have a deadly impact on fat people: Patients of size are less likely to seek medical care because 

they’re afraid of being fat-shamed by their doctors. This in turn can lead to diseases, such as ovarian cancer, 

being caught later and in more advanced stages. 

It can also result in fat patients being misdiagnosed, as writer Rebecca Hiles explained in Cosmopolitan in 

April 2018. For five years she experienced coughing fits that caused her to have spasms and rely on adult 

diapers. Doctors told her that losing weight would alleviate her symptoms, but after a coughing fit landed her 

in the emergency room, she learned that she had a tumor in a bronchial tube. Her entire left lung had to be 

removed. 

 

No matter where fat people go—schools, workplaces, and courtrooms—we face being ostracized and 

discriminated against, and that’s the reason why fat-acceptance activists have been fighting since the 1960s to 

make America’s policies more inclusive of people of size. As Sarai Walker, author of Dietland, told 

Refinery29 in 2016, fat acceptance is believing that “bodies come in all shapes and sizes, and that all bodies 

have equal value. Fat activism is a political movement that advocates for the rights and dignity of fat people,” 

she concluded. 

Just as the civil rights movement has an extensive history that exceeds what we’re taught in school, the fat-

acceptance movement has tangible roots that we should all be learning. It all began in 1967 when WBAI radio 

personality Steve Post decided to host a “fat-in” in Central Park because he, as a 210-pound man, faced size 

discrimination and he wanted to “protest discrimination against [fat people].” While there has been some 

debate about Post’s intention for organizing a fat-in, what’s clear is that it was the first event of its kind. “We 

want to show we feel happy, not guilty. That’s why we’re here,” Post told the New York Times at the time. 

https://store.yesmagazine.org/product/yes-donation/?ica=Don_20190517&icl=InArticle
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This opened the door for more radical activism that focused intensely on making the world more equitable for 

fat people. 

During this time, activists were focused on an array of social issues, including the Vietnam War, sexism, and 

racism, so the fight to end sizeism didn’t gain the national attention it deserved, but that didn’t stop fat-

acceptance activists from bringing awareness. While it seemed that fat-phobia wouldn’t be as big of a priority 

as ending an international war or upending segregation, the social and political climate provided fertile 

ground for all marginalized people, including fat people, to fight for equality. 

Two years after the Central Park fat-in, writer Llewelyn Louderback and activist Bill Fabrey formed the 

National Association to Advance Fat Acceptance with the goal of ending fat-phobic messages in media and 

making the world safer for people of size. For the past 50 years, the association has lobbied for legislation, 

staged plus-size fashion shows, called out media organizations that offer fat-phobic advertising and 

messaging, and worked to fulfill its mission, especially as more and more Americans gain weight. (It’s more 

important than ever to have laws that protect people of size from discrimination because 7 in 10 Americans 

are now classified as “overweight.”) 
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Fat-acceptance activists were also integral to getting Michigan to pass that size-discrimination law, forcing 

the fashion industry to be more inclusive of different bodies, and taking on the billion-dollar dieting industry 

that often tells people that they’re flawed and that products can make them perfect. 

For instance, in 1993 Bonnie Cook sued the Ladd Center, a facility for people with disabilities in Rhode 

Island, for discriminating against her in the hiring process. She claimed their refusal to hire her because of her 

weight violated the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, a law that is usually used to prove discrimination against 

people with disabilities. She was awarded $100,000 in damages, and the Ladd Center was ordered to hire her. 

It was a major victory for fat activists, who were lobbying for legislation to protect fat people from weight-

based discrimination. That paved the way for Michigan’s law and shifted how employers treated fat people. 

Fat-acceptance activists and bloggers have also worked extensively to make the fashion industry more 

inclusive of different bodies, including transgender and disabled bodies. While fashion has long been an 

exclusive industry that caters to thin, White women, in the last several years designers, modeling agencies, 

and fashion magazines have begun offering more opportunities to underrepresented communities. 

During New York Fashion Week’s spring 2019 showings, 49 plus-size models walked in 12 shows, which is a 

vast improvement from the 27 models of size who walked in fall 2018’s shows and the 34 who walked in 

Fashion Week’s spring 2018 presentations. Plus-size models, including Ashley Graham and Tess Holliday, 

are also appearing on magazine covers and in fashion campaigns, and Graham even received her own Barbie 

in 2016. Yet, the goals of fat acceptance are still misunderstood. 

In every way, fat acceptance is a movement designed to promote dignity so that people of size have equal 

access to opportunities. Despite this clear definition, fat acceptance is woefully misunderstood. 

This is best exemplified in an April 2018 column published in the Guardian by writer Lizzie Cernik. “Fronted 

by plus-sized models and social media influencers, the fat acceptance movement aims to normalize obesity, 

letting everyone know that it’s fine to be fat,” Cernik writes. “With terms such as ‘straight size’ and ‘fat pride’ 

proliferating, some influential figures are now even likening the valid concerns of health officials to hate 

crimes.” 

“Glorifying obesity” is a common misconception associated with fat acceptance. Asking for equality is not 

the same as “glorifying obesity,” as writer Rachelle Hampton explains in a scathing rebuke published in Slate: 

“Of course, fat people aren’t trying to encourage more people to become fat; they’re trying to live a life with 

dignity. If you’ve never been fat, it’s hard to understand the various ways in which your body stops becoming 

your own once you reach a certain weight. It becomes an object for public consumption and comment or 

ridicule. Strangers feel obligated to tell you you’re going to die early or give diet tips or scrutinize your every 

meal under the guise of patronizing concern for your health.” 

“Of course, fat people aren’t trying to encourage more people to become fat; they’re trying to live a life with 

dignity." 

Fat-acceptance activists also want a world where people of size are on screen in narratives that don’t center on 

their weight. A study conducted by Dr. Stacy L. Smith and the Media, Diversity & Social Change Initiative at 

USC Annenberg for Refinery29 found that of the top 100 films released in 2016, only two women larger than 
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a size 14 were cast as a lead or a co-lead. Of the top 50 TV shows in 2016, 43 percent of women characters 

were thin, and only three women leads were larger than a size 14. 

In a country where 67 percent of women are considered plus-size but that majority only represents 2 percent 

of images, it’s crucial to have a movement that promotes fat inclusion and acceptance. When fat people are 

unable to see themselves on screen and straight-size people never see fat people on screen, it fuels the idea 

that only thin people are deserving of representation. That has a lingering impact on self-esteem and, of 

course, trickles down into how we interact with fat people in our lives. 

Fat-acceptance activists envision a world where children aren’t bullied because of the size of their bodies. In 

2010, researchers at the University of Michigan released startling findings about how size intersects with 

childhood bullying. The researchers followed 800 children in 10 cities across the United States and surveyed 

them, their teachers, and their mothers about the children’s experiences with bullying. They found that “kids 

who were obese were 65 percent more likely to be bullied than their peers of normal weight; overweight kids 

were 13 percent more likely to be bullied.” In order to create an equitable world for plus-size people, it has to 

begin in childhood, and that requires a confronting of how plus-size children are maligned because of their 

size. 

Nowhere are these objectives rooted in “glorifying obesity.” Instead, fat-acceptance activists want a different 

world where fat people can work, have relationships, be on screen, grow up safely, and simply exist without 

facing discrimination. 

I’ve been considered overweight since I was 8, and unfortunately I was surrounded by people who 

encouraged me to lose weight in order to gain dignity and respect. The idea that I was worth less because of 

the size of my body seeped into every area of my life; I didn’t wear a swimsuit on a beach until I was 20. It 

wasn’t until I was 22, in graduate school and scouring the internet, that I stumbled on communities of fat-

acceptance bloggers and activists who’d developed better relationships with their bodies and were fighting for 

a more equitable world. 

You, dear teen reader, shouldn’t have to wait that long. You can become involved in the fat-acceptance 

movement right now, and it really starts with you. 

You can become involved in the fat-acceptance movement right now, and it really starts with you. 

It’s imperative that you find your voice and wield it as loudly as possible. If you think you’re being 

discriminated against because of your size, call it out. If you see your friends speaking negatively about 

someone’s body because it’s larger than theirs, call them out. A simple, “That wasn’t kind. You shouldn’t talk 

about other people’s bodies in that way” will suffice. If you go to the doctor for a sore throat and the doctor 

immediately tries to weigh you, don’t be afraid to tell them you’re uninterested in being weighed or knowing 

your weight at this time. 

And most important, find friends who believe as you do—all bodies are good bodies, no matter their sizes, 

their shapes, their abilities, their ethnicities, or their genders. 

There is nothing wrong with wanting to be affirmed by people who understand how crucial it is to love your 

body as it is. In fact, there’s an entire history of people who’ve done exactly that and fought for the dignity of 
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fat people. You can learn that history and then carry on that legacy. In fact, the movement has been waiting 

for you all along. 

Adapted excerpt from the forthcoming The (Other) F Word: A Celebration of the Fat and Fierce, edited by 

Angie Manfredi, appears by permission of Amulet Books, an imprint of Abrams © 2019. 

No Paywall. No Ads. Just Readers Like You. 

You can help fund powerful stories to light the way forward. 

Donate Now. 

Evette Dionne is the editor-in-chief of Bitch Media, the author of the forthcoming books “Fat Girls Deserve 

Fairytales Too” and “Lifting As We Climb,” and a proud member of the Beyhive. You can find her work and 

her rantings about feminism online at @freeblackgirl. 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/peace-justice/fat-acceptance-movement-20190624 

  

https://www.abramsbooks.com/product/other-f-word_9781419737503/
https://store.yesmagazine.org/donate/?ica=Donate&icl=ArticleEnd
https://twitter.com/freeblackgirl
https://www.yesmagazine.org/peace-justice/fat-acceptance-movement-20190624
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’EL MATRIMONIO ES ENTRE UN HOMBRE Y UNA MUJER’; VAN CONTRA UNIÓN 

IGUALITARIA EN VERACRUZ 

Indigo Staff 

Grupos católicos llamaron a una manifestación en el Congreso local, este 27 de junio, para protestar en contra 

de la legalización de los matrimonios entre personas del mismo sexo 

 

 

© CUARTOSCURO 

La Iglesia católica, en Veracruz, ha enfilado su mirada al Congreso local en donde, en los próximos días, se 

votará una reforma a la ley para dar certeza jurídica a los matrimonios entre personas del mismo sexo. 

Grupos católicos y conservadores han llamado a manifestarse desde este jueves 27 de junio a las afueras del 

Congreso, para protestar en contra del “intento de un pequeño grupo” de imponer una ideología. 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/el-matrimonio-es-entre-un-hombre-y-una-mujer-van-contra-union-igualitaria-en-veracruz/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/el-matrimonio-es-entre-un-hombre-y-una-mujer-van-contra-union-igualitaria-en-veracruz/
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Desde marzo, la Arquidiócesis de Xalapa acusó a la diputada Mónica Robles, de Morena, de intentar reformar 

52 artículos del Código Civil de Veracruz para cambiar los términos en cuestión de matrimonio y eliminar 

“entre un hombre y una mujer” para sustituirlo por “entre dos personas”. 

“El matrimonio solo puede darse entre un hombre y una mujer. La historia y tradición de la humanidad, nos 

enseña que el matrimonio es una institución natural, ya que no requirió de ningún Congreso, Senado o 

Suprema Corte para su existencia tiene una naturaleza propia, finalidades específicas y propiedades 

esenciales, que una relación entre personas del mismo sexo, aunque venga reconocida civilmente, nunca 

podrá alcanzar”, especificó en aquel entonces. 

Para la Arquidiócesis si la unión de dos hombres no puede procrear y de dos mujeres tampoco, estas uniones 

nunca podrán ser matrimonio por evidente imposibilidad física y biológica. 

“La posesión de una matriz y la posibilidad de fecundarla, es pues el condicionante fundamental que se da 

para que pueda constituirse un verdadero matrimonio, desde el punto de vista físico, biológico y etimológico”, 

señaló en un comunicado. 

 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/el-matrimonio-es-entre-un-hombre-y-una-mujer-van-contra-union-

igualitaria-en-veracruz/ 

  

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/el-matrimonio-es-entre-un-hombre-y-una-mujer-van-contra-union-igualitaria-en-veracruz/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/el-matrimonio-es-entre-un-hombre-y-una-mujer-van-contra-union-igualitaria-en-veracruz/
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Jose Villalobos’ art redresses the macho traditions of norteño culture. 

– 

by Michael Agresta 

 

On a June evening in 2018, artist Jose Villalobos stood quietly in an exhibit hall at the Museo de Arte de 

Ciudad Juárez, watching the crowd. His artwork, “De La Misma Piel / Of the Same Skin,” was making its 

regional debut as part of the Transborder Biennial, a binational exhibition also on display at Villalobos’ 

https://www.texasobserver.org/100-ways-to-draw-a-line/
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hometown El Paso Museum of Art. Villalobos, who is gay and makes work that challenges and reinvents 

symbols of macho norteño culture, could only guess how his work would be received by the northern 

Mexican crowd — and by his fronterizo family, if they chose to show up at all. 

“De La Misma Piel” is a simple but affecting work: a line of leather belts, each emblazoned with an all-caps 

word where a family surname might typically be imprinted. These words are anti-gay 

slurs: maricón, jotito, mariposa. The work speaks to the homophobia implicit in macho men’s fashion, and to 

a painful sense of being “branded” that comes with gay life against this cultural backdrop. 
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“I always say that if your work doesn’t cause any type of reaction, there’s something wrong with it,” says 

artist Jose Villalobos, photographed inside San Antonio’s Mission Concepción.  MATTHEW BUSCH 

Villalobos sees his work, which includes clothing-based sculpture and performance art, as pitched against a 

broader performance of gender and sexuality. “I would see my uncles wear the belts and the hats, and also my 

dad,” he explains. “For them it’s this normal thing, but also it’s… How do I explain it? Especially with these 

Texas men or macho men, when they start to wear these specific attires, the hats and the boots, it becomes a 

symbol of power. It also becomes a performance.” 

As Villalobos knows well, not everyone is open to having that performance of masculinity challenged or 

subverted. “I thought it was super important for those belts to be there,” he says. “I always say that if your 

work doesn’t cause any type of reaction, there’s something wrong with it.” 

Viewers’ reactions ranged from embarrassed laughter to incomprehension to, occasionally, appreciation. As 

for Villalobos’ extended family, which includes branches on both sides of the Rio Grande, his mother was one 

of the few to make an appearance. “She saw it for the first time,” Villalobos recalls. “She just goes, ‘Ay, que 

feo.’” (This expression can mean both “How ugly” and “That’s too bad.”) 

“De La Misma Piel / Of the Same Skin,” by Jose Villalobos  MANUEL DIZ 
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Villalobos, 30, makes work that is rooted in personal trauma and family history. Since coming out at 23, he 

remains on the fringes of his tight-knit family. When he visits El Paso and Juarez from his new home in San 

Antonio, his relatives insist on referring to his partner as his “friend” or “compañero.” After he was unable to 

attend the funeral of his grandfather, he later caught wind that he wouldn’t have been welcome anyway, since 

an uncle “would not allow faggots in the building.” 

“Man-I-cured”  JENELLE ESPARZA AND PRESA HOUSE GALLERY 

 

A life on the fringes is nothing new for Villalobos. In several senses — including ethnicity, nationality and 

class — he was born into a sense of not-belonging. Villalobos’ mother, who was born in Durango, came to 

the United States as a poor immigrant and was undocumented until marrying his father. She worked as a 

housekeeper in El Paso beginning at age 13, and at times was locked in a basement overnight by her 

employers. Villalobos’ upbringing, too, was binational, with several visits per week and long summer stays in 

Ciudad Juárez. Mostly, though, he grew up in a mobile home park in West El Paso, a spot of poverty amid 

relative wealth. 

His father, who worked as a mechanic, died of cancer when Villalobos was 10, and his mother was ill 

throughout his teenage years. Beginning at 16, Villalobos took a full-time job after school at a telemarketing 
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company, working eight-hour shifts to support himself and his ailing mother. Eventually he dropped out, later 

finishing his diploma at a charter school. 

Against such a backdrop of struggle and dislocation, the sense of belonging afforded by family, culture and 

religion can be precious. But Villalobos’ sexuality put him again on the fringes. “I always corrected myself, 

growing up,” he says. “If I was doing some mannerisms that were not supposed to be that way, I’d have to.” 

As for anti-gay slurs, he adds, “Yeah, I heard that from cousins, uncles, brothers-in-law, other kids in school.” 

Although he enjoyed drawing, Villalobos did not grow up around art in El Paso, discovering its possibilities 

only as a University of Texas-San Antonio student in his mid-20s. He speaks of his childhood love 

for norteño music, not least because of the outrageous costumes. “I’d find myself going like, ‘Hell yeah, look, 

fringe!’” he says. “But I knew that I couldn’t wear it.” 

Instead, he took great pains to try to reconcile himself to his family and their traditions, getting baptized for a 

second time at 18 and remaining in the closet until after he left for college. Though he’d long known he was 

gay, coming out felt impossible. “There would be times I would want to come out and I couldn’t,” he says. “I 

wanted to make [my family] happy. I put them in front of my own mental health. It totally damaged me. I 

suffered a lot — depression and alcohol abuse.” 

– 

 

“Botas”  JENELLE ESPARZA AND PRESA HOUSE GALLERY 
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Villalobos’ life today as an up-and-coming artist — last year, he won a prestigious $25,000 grant from the 

Joan Mitchell Foundation in New York, and he’s debuting new work across Texas at a remarkable clip — is 

more comfortable than his young adulthood in El Paso. Today, he lives on the respectable fringes of his 

adopted city. His studio is a carpeted upstairs bedroom tucked away in a modest suburban housing 

development in northeast San Antonio, out past a Union Pacific rail yard. For the time being, Villalobos rolls 

out a tarp when his art-making gets messy, though he and his partner plan to eventually install wood floors 

throughout the house and clear out the garage for use as a workspace. 

For now, the upstairs studio, crowded with examples of Villalobos’ recent work, feels like the bedroom of a 

child who collects norteño cowboy gear — though upon closer inspection, all the objects are skewed 

somehow. Villalobos refers to his approach as “cathartic,” meaning each piece works through a troubling 

memory. In this sense, he has also surrounded himself with the ghosts of his partially estranged extended 

family. 

“Sin la S / Without the S,” an installation by Jose Villalobos at the Mexic-Arte Musem in Austin.  MANUEL 

DIZ 

 

“I wanted to make [my family] happy. I put them in front of my own mental health. It totally damaged me. I 

suffered a lot — depression and alcohol abuse.” 

A striking example is his “Sin la S / Without the S” installation, which he showed at Mexic-Arte in Austin in 

2017 and in El Paso at the Transborder Biennial last year. This piece comprises 10 cowboy hats hung from 

the ceiling and rimmed with long, frilly tassels. The tassels would hide a wearer’s face, like a kind of Carnival 
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mask; in the installation, they suggest a gathering of ancestors. Each hat, Villalobos explains, stands for a 

letter of his last name. For the first nine, V-I-L-L-A-L-O-B-O, the tassels are gold. For the last letter “S,” the 

tassels are pink. 

Villalobos explains that his relatives on his deceased father’s side are very proud of their last name, finding 

great self-worth in carrying on its heritage. That pride, of course, conflicts with his own path. “There was this 

very prominent pressure about me having a kid, because I was gay,” Villalobos says. “I’m like, ‘Well, you 

know I can. I want to adopt someday or get a surrogate.’ But comments made by my relatives would be like, 

‘No, if you’re going to do it, you’re going to do it the right way.’ It’s hurtful when you hear things like that. 

That specific work is about not being able to pass on my last name in a traditional way.” 

Not only in “Sin la S,” but also in Villalobos’ other works, tassels play an important role of subversion, 

recentering macho culture around the metaphorical and literal fringes. In Western revues 

and norteño concerts, fringes typically suggest flamboyant fun while also carefully avoiding too explicit a 

deviation from gender norms. Villalobos forces that deviation, then explores both the pain and the freedom of 

nonconformity, the loss of cultural belonging and the possibility of recovering a more authentic self. By 

embracing fringe, slurs, effeminacy and public reckoning with private traumas, Villalobos enacts in the 

gallery a homecoming that remains out of range in his personal life. 

“A Las Escondidas”  MANUEL DIZ 
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“Callado Como Hombre”  JENELLE ESPARZA AND PRESA HOUSE GALLERY 

– 

Villalobos’ works often seem to borrow from each other, echoing materials or arrangements, but each 

contains its own story. He returned to the white cowboy hat as a symbol for a show earlier this year at Presa 

House Gallery in San Antonio. In this newer work, the hats are again hung from the ceiling, this time sans 

tassels and with the brims separated from the crowns and connected by chains of pearls. Each chain contains a 

delicate white rose, suspended in midair as if both imprisoned and preserved within the force field of the hat. 

This, Villalobos explains, references an episode that took place when he was 10 years old, just before the 

death of his father. “When my father was passing away, he spoke to all the men in the family, but he didn’t 

speak to me,” Villalobos says. “I don’t know if I was too young, or — I just don’t know. He told them how 

they should treat their wife like a pearl, and how they’re pure and how you’re supposed to take care of them. 

This particular work … it’s about this sense of purity, how carrying on these traditions is considered a pure 

thing.” 

Another work on display in his studio-bedroom refers to a long-ago conflict between Villalobos’ father and an 

uncle who now lives in San Antonio. In Villalobos’ telling, this uncle “tried coming out as gay, and my dad 
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kicked his ass and he said that he would not be gay until the day my grandmother passed away.” Eventually, 

however, the uncle escaped the pressures of his family and made his way to San Antonio. Today, Villalobos 

speaks of him as a “very supportive” presence in his life. 

“Even though I’m making this work and trying to break these barriers between machismo and being gay, 

there’s still that reminder that this is what it is. It’s always going to be. It’s always going to be. It’s a cultural 

thing.” 

Despite the obvious pain of these stories, it’s clear from Villalobos’ art that his relationship with norteño 

culture is not simplistically inimical. If anything, he surrounds himself with norteño objects as a way of 

keeping them in his life, despite the barriers created by homophobia. “It’s, like, trying to be able to be OK and 

out and be who I am, and still being able to participate in it,” he says. 

Villalobos’ most profound catharsis comes through his performance art, in which he often appears in 

costumes he’s designed. Typically these performances move him symbolically through a past trauma. In 

“Callado Como Hombre/Quiet Like a Man,” a piece that speaks to his experience as a rape survivor, he 

gradually dyes his all-white outfit red with prickly pear juice, one sensitive region at a time. In another work, 

“Ni de aquí, ni de alla, pero siempre regreso arrastrado/Neither from here nor from there, but always dragged 

back,” Villalobos performs his upbringing as a binational outsider, pulling himself through dirt by a rope 

wound through a pulley and tied to his ankles. He says these performances provide intense psychological 

relief rooted in a reliving and purging of these formative traumas. 

In June, Villalobos’ latest work debuted in San Antonio as part of the McNay Art Museum’s ambitious 

exhibition Transamerica/n: Gender, Identity, Appearance Today. At press time, he was still planning his 

performance for the opening-night festivities, which he expected to include cutting open his shirt and 

removing a cow’s liver — a reference to famous ranchera singer Vicente Fernandez, who recently made 

headlines for refusing a liver transplant from fear the donor might have been gay. Villalobos also made clay 

boots to wear during his Transamerica/n performance, designed to break down over the course of the event. 

The remnants of these boots would then be included in the exhibition, which runs through September 15. 

These can be read as a hopeful gesture toward the possibility of a breakdown of the barriers implicit in 

cowboy apparel, appropriate for a notably groundbreaking exhibition at one of the state’s leading museums. 

This newest performance is in keeping with a focus on boots in Villalobos’ most recent works. These include 

a nascent project tracking the foot deformations of Mexican men who wear high-heeled boots their entire 

lives, and minimalist wall-hangings that reproduce stitch patterns familiar from the front of cowboy boots. 

The silent, seemingly eternal, looping and repeating patterns from the boots’ stitches conjure both the 

innocence of childhood and the idea of a culture that persists in spite of individual choice, growth or 

resistance. “It’s kind of just a reminder,” Villalobos says of the pattern. “Even though I’m making this work 

and trying to break these barriers between machismo and being gay, there’s still that reminder that this is what 

it is. It’s always going to be. It’s always going to be. It’s a cultural thing.” 

 

https://www.texasobserver.org/the-clothes-that-make-the-man/ 

https://www.texasobserver.org/the-clothes-that-make-the-man/
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Doctor Details ‘Insane,’ ‘Demoralizing’ Conditions for Kids at Texas Migrant Detention Center 

A pediatrician talks to the Observer about her recent visit to a South Texas detention facility. 

Migrants sit in one of the cages at the CBP 

detention facility in McAllen, Texas. ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Kids sleeping on the ground with lights on at all hours, day and night. Teen moms lacking sufficient drinking 

water and struggling to breastfeed their babies. Infants drinking from dirty bottles. No access to handwashing; 

sometimes, no showers for weeks.  

These are some of the conditions at the Border Patrol’s Ursula detention center in McAllen, as detailed by 

Brownsville pediatrician Dolly Lucio Sevier. On June 15, Lucio Sevier accompanied attorneys who were 

visiting Ursula as part of a larger look at whether the U.S. government may be violating the law by keeping 

kids in unsanitary temporary detention facilities for longer than 72 hours, amid an unprecedented number of 

migrant families and kids arriving at the border. Last week, an Associated Press report on horrific conditions 

at the Clint facility outside El Paso led to an outcry from the public and elected officials, but reports 

from other facilities indicate this is not an isolated problem. Spokespeople from Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), which oversees Border Patrol, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

In a medical report first obtained by ABC News, Lucio Sevier wrote that the conditions in Ursula, the largest 

CBP processing facility in the country, “could be compared to torture facilities,” citing “extreme cold 

temperatures, lights on 24 hours a day, no adequate access to medical care, basic sanitation, water or adequate 

food.” Some kids she met had already been in custody for weeks; all showed evidence of trauma. Meanwhile, 

the lack of basic sanitation “is tantamount to intentionally causing the spread of disease,” Lucio Sevier wrote. 

“I question whether there are appropriate infection control measures in any of the CBP Processing Centers, 

and thus question whether this is an appropriate space to be holding any infants and children.” She added: “It 

is obvious that the dignity and well-being of children is not even an afterthought in the design of the center.” 

Lucio Sevier spoke to the Observer this week about her experience at the facility. 

Why did the attorneys bring you on the visit? 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/mcallen-texas-immigration-processing-center-largest-u-s-n884126
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/6/25/18715725/children-border-detention-kids-cages-immigration
https://www.texasobserver.org/as-a-pediatrician-i-know-theres-no-way-to-jail-migrant-families-without-hurting-kids/
https://www.texasobserver.org/as-a-pediatrician-i-know-theres-no-way-to-jail-migrant-families-without-hurting-kids/
https://www.apnews.com/46da2dbe04f54adbb875cfbc06bbc615
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/inside-a-texas-building-where-the-government-is-holding-immigrant-children
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/06/23/immigrant-detention-center-mcalllen-overcrowded-filthy-conditions/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/hamedaleaziz/inspector-disgusting-conditions-border-migrants-children
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/doctor-compares-conditions-immigrant-holding-centers-torture-facilities/story?id=63879031
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There were multiple attorneys earlier in the week who had seen children [at Ursula] that they believed were 

very sick. They described them as “listless.” Listless is a pretty specific medical term, which means you’re 

near death, you’re hypotensive, you look awful. I’m not sure if they were truly listless, but they at least looked 

pretty bad. The attorneys were concerned they were not getting adequate medical care, and that’s why they 

wanted me to come in.  

[A local pediatrician] kind of pulled all her cards to get the kids out of there. So the specific kids they were 

worried about were no longer in the facility when I went to visit. I think there were five or six kids that had 

been transferred [to the hospital] before I went on Saturday morning. 

What stood out at the facility as most concerning?  

Every single person I spoke to [was] denied access to handwashing even after bathroom use. They said the 

sinks in the bathroom had no running water. I couldn’t believe they have nowhere to wash their hands. The 

shower range was every other day all the way up to never in 24 days, that was just insane. That’s the only 

time they get to brush their teeth, when they shower, then their toothbrush gets thrown away. Between that, 

there was no handwashing, no anything, no hand sanitizer. Every person with a formula bottle said they had 

nowhere to wash that. If they wanted to even rinse their hands or rinse formula bottles, they would bring 

drinking water to the sink and try and rinse there. The formula bottles not being able to be washed was 

completely absurd. That’s the kind of thing I’d call [Child Protective Services] for on a patient in my office.  

“Of the 21 [infants] I examined, two-thirds had respiratory illnesses.” 

The other thing which has not been covered in the news much is breastfeeding moms. All they got was a liter 

and a half of water a day, which is holding them all mildly dehydrated. Average size adults need 2 liters a 

day, breastfeeding moms need three liters a day. There were six breastfeeding moms I spoke to; only one of 

them reported adequate milk supply. The other five reported inadequate milk supply; they are not getting 

enough water and food really to feed a baby. There was a baby that was losing weight, breastfeeding mothers 

that were saying they were losing weight.  

And there was really no adequate nutrition for infants. They had formula, which they did have free access to 

(obviously with the dirty bottles), they had breast milk. After that there’s basically the adult solid food, which 

it seemed like it was a burrito for most meals. One father reported the rice in the burrito was raw and was 

really inedible. So basically if you had a 6- through 12-month-old, when they really can’t chew, there’s 

nothing but the formula and breast milk. Those children are at risk for iron deficiency and anemia, because 

that’s inadequate nutrition.  

There was water besides the three 500-ml bottles they’d get each day [with meals], but everyone reported that 

water was foul. I will say South Texas tap water is pretty bad, it kind of tastes chlorinated. I don’t know if it’s 

just that, but no one has been drinking it. Some would use that water to wash their hands; none used the water 

to rinse formula bottles because they thought it would actually harm their child. And they have reason to be 

fearful, [since] we’re not showing we take care of them in other ways.  

It’s notoriously difficult to get inside these facilities. Can you describe what you saw? 
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The outside of the building just looks like a big warehouse — it has fencing around it with some screening. 

Inside was a regular little lobby that went to some offices. The one we were put in to interview people was an 

office with about 15 computers and desks. I will mention: Every single one of those desks had hand sanitizer 

and Clorox wipes. There was a regular bathroom that was totally clean and totally normal.  

That’s all that I saw. My impression is that beyond that is just one huge open warehouse space that has those 

fenced-in areas that they seem to separate by demographics. They’ll put all the fathers with a female child in 

one cage and all the fathers with male children in another cage. With the mothers, I don’t know whether they 

separate those children by sex or not. They described sometimes being able to sleep outside the fenced-in 

area, because of crowding. They’d say, “I got to sleep outside,” but they meant outside of their little cage.  

I don’t think there were any windows, but I didn’t ask specifically. I didn’t see any.  

“It is obvious that the dignity and well-being of children is not even an afterthought in the design of the 

center.” 

It seemed like most of the day they spent just in those areas. [There is] day care, which is where the young 

kids that are truly unaccompanied are. A Coast Guard officer told me they had a contracted day care, then 

overflow was the Coast Guard officers who were helping them out. Those kids were the only clean kids. 

Those kids were getting a bath every other day, she thought. They had some toys; those kids slept on mats on 

the floor. But she did also report that in the day care, the lights were on 24 hours a day. Which again, it’s 

absurd for the adults, but it’s completely absurd for the infants. It seemed like those kids were totally 

traumatized but were completely attached to the day care workers, to the Coast Guard officers.  

Tell me about the people you met. 

I saw 39 individuals — one adult, and all the others were minors. Most were teen moms with infants; I was 

going down the list of youngest to oldest, to try to see all the infants because they have the potential to be 

sickest. Three were truly unaccompanied at that young age: two 3-year-olds and a 2-year-old that were in the 

day care setting.  

Of the 21 [infants] I examined, two-thirds had respiratory illnesses. Two, I was very worried about. Two had 

other medical issues that I thought needed to be seen, one had an ear infection that was still draining. For all 

of them I wrote a physical exam note, but for those four, I printed two copies, one for the parent to keep, one 

for them to take to whatever the medical personnel in the facility was, which was not clear to me. 

“That’s the kind of thing I’d call [Child Protective Services] for on a patient in my office.” 

Most of them reported free access to care, except the adult. He had asked for medical attention [for his 15-

month-old nephew] multiple times the week prior and was denied. [According to Lucio Sevier’s review, the 

man and his nephew had been in detention for 21 days and neither had the chance to bathe during that time.] 

He said [his nephew] had a fever for two days the week prior. They would go up to an official and said they 

would touch him and say he’s not hot, and send them back.  

When I saw him, which sounded like it was 10 days into the illness, he still had not been seen. He seemed 

very tired, was wheezing, in moderate respiratory distress, he was the one I was most worried about. How 
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much was done, I don’t know. My concern was he was getting more tired. The [uncle] said he’s sleeping a lot 

more now, he’s more lethargic now, he’s breathing funny now. He was the sickest one.  

How did your experience compare to what you expected? 

I’ve read about some stuff in Clint, and I do feel like that was worse, maybe because [Ursula has] the day 

care. But the [lack of] soap is unfathomable. It seems like a tiny thing but it’s completely insane, especially if 

they have a breakout of influenza. And a lot of these people reported having influenza.  

There are some systematic things that could change that are really easy, like having hand sanitizer, dimming 

the lights at night, very basic things. But I think a lot of the experience and the trauma depends on the person 

showing up to work every day. The Border Patrol officers, I think some of them are really compassionate. I 

think the culture in general is not compassionate. The officer from the daytime was great; the one from 3 to 5 

pm was awful. He was like, “Bodies have been identified.” That’s something I’ve heard: that Border Patrol 

officers use the word ‘bodies’ a lot, when they’re talking about living humans.  

When you put the words “torture facility” in the media … people are like, “Come on,” they roll their eyes. 

What I mean is, there are a lot of ways to demoralize and torture someone, right? These are refugees. They are 

teenage women with infants who are fleeing their countries due to persecution. Due to the circumstances 

leading up to their arrival, they do not come with the ability to face even the slightest trauma. [Then] you put 

them in a room, you don’t let them clean themselves, you don’t let them clean bottles for their children, you 

have the lights on 24 hours a day, you don’t let them sleep well. They reported that the mats they sleep on are 

taken away at some point between 3 and 5 am, God knows why. I think all that is totally demoralizing, and if 

you’re there for three weeks, that can make you really kind of go crazy, and can be torturous. 

This interview has been edited for length and clarity. 

 

Sophie Novack is a staff writer covering public health at the Observer. She previously covered health care 

policy and politics at National Journal in Washington, D.C. You can contact her 

at novack@texasobserver.org. 

https://www.texasobserver.org/doctor-details-insane-demoralizing-conditions-for-kids-at-texas-migrant-

detention-center/ 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/us/flu-outbreak-border-detention-center.html
mailto:novack@texasobserver.org
https://www.texasobserver.org/doctor-details-insane-demoralizing-conditions-for-kids-at-texas-migrant-detention-center/
https://www.texasobserver.org/doctor-details-insane-demoralizing-conditions-for-kids-at-texas-migrant-detention-center/
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Actrices Argentinas y la Defensoría LGBT porteña 

Repudio al fallo que condenó un beso 

La Defensoría trabaja en el pedido de jury para la jueza y las actrices subieron a las redes fotos de besos entre 

ellas. 

 

“Besarse no es delito”, postearon las Actrices.  

“Estamos trabajando en el pedido de jury de enjuiciamiento a la jueza que firmó este fallo y podríamos 

presentarlo este lunes.” La coordinadora de la Defensoría LGBT de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Flavia 

Massenzio, le adelantó a PáginaI12 que solicitarán que se abra el proceso de enjuiciamiento de la jueza Marta 

Yungano por la arbitraria condena a un año de prisión en suspenso de Mariana Gómez por haber besado en 

público, en la estación  Constitución, a su esposa, Rocío Girat. La decisión de la jueza Yungano, que también 

será apelada por la defensa de Mariana Gómez, sigue “sin entrarle en la cabeza” a nadie, como bien manifestó 

la víctima de un fallo que lesiona la perspectiva de género. En una declaración dada a conocer a través de su 

cuenta de Instagram, el colectivo Actrices Argentinas repudió la decisión judicial y subió imágenes de parejas 

de mujeres besándose.  

La declaración de las actrices lleva como título “Besarse no es delito. Basta de violencia contra el colectivo 

LGBT+”. Para expresar su rechazo a la decisión judicial, las actrices Dolores Fonzi, Muriel Santa Ana y 

Marina Glezer, junto con la abogada Zuleika Esnal, Poppy Murray y Bárbara Culotta se fotografiaron 

besándose. Luego de señalar que el fallo se dio a conocer justo en el Día Internacional del Orgullo, cuando se 

cumplía el 50 aniversario de la rebelión de las disidencias en el barrio neoyorquino de Stonewall, las actrices 
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convocaron a “reforzar más que nunca la movilización popular” en defensa de los derechos de la comunidad 

LGBT. El repudio alcanza no sólo a la jueza Marta Yungano sino también a la fiscal  Diana Goral, que 

solicitó una condena que ahora será apelada por falta de pruebas y de perspectiva de género. 

 

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/203456-repudio-al-fallo-que-condeno-un-beso 

  

https://www.pagina12.com.ar/203456-repudio-al-fallo-que-condeno-un-beso
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¡POR FIN SE VOTA #PARIDADENTODO EN NUEVO LEÓN! 

 

INDIRA KEMPIS 

Destruir una cultura donde una de las raíces más profundas es el machismo es difícil. Construir 

una sociedad en donde no sólo los hombres decidan en lo público es quizá mucho más difícil. Por eso, cuando 

la cultura no “rinde”, la Ley tiene que hacer su parte: armonizar, equilibrar, regular. Por eso, aunque podría 

parecer descabellado en un país aún instalado en esa raíz, la iniciativa presentada en agosto de 2018 por la 

senadora Kenia López Rabadán es resultado de un esfuerzo colectivo del pasado y presente que ha dado lugar 

a una de las reformas constitucionales más disruptivas de nuestra época. Probablemente, para más de uno 

hasta incómoda. Pero si hacemos un análisis de la realidad, nos daremos cuenta que incluso estamos llegando 

tarde. 

Era 1953 cuando las mujeres apenas adquirimos el derecho político de votar. Después de ser postuladas a 

cargos. El ingreso a la vida laboral abrió oportunidades de espacios en la función pública. La reforma política 

de 2014 fue la antesala de que hoy tengamos un Poder Legislativo federal paritario. Por primera vez en la 

historia, hay más mujeres que en ninguna otra legislatura en el Senado. 

Y fue ahí donde este 14 de mayo aprobamos el dictamen que promueve la observación del principio de 

paridad en los tres Poderes y en los tres niveles de gobierno. No, no fueron ocho largos meses de negociación, 

debates y acuerdos. Cada una de nosotras tiene una historia qué contar que si la “destejemos” saltarán otras 

hasta llegar a las luchas por los derechos que han empezado muchas mujeres desde décadas atrás. 

En Nuevo León, María Elena Chapa es referente. Ella fue de las primeras en felicitarme cuando recibió la 

noticia de que había entrado al Senado. Feminista que con y en contra de su partido se ha rebelado a todo. 

Claro, la factura de ser pionera es alta porque fue de las primeras en ponerle nombre y apellido a la causa 

justa de nuestros derechos. 

Hace un mes que Claudia Tapia e Ivonne Bustos -en una acción contundente- hicimos un llamado al Congreso 

del Estado de Nuevo León y a los y las habitantes para que no nos quedáramos atrás. María Elena Chapa, 

cuyo nombre está grabado en el Senado de la República por ser merecedora de la medalla Elvia Carrillo 

Puerto -otra gran mexicana-en 2018 nos mandó un audio haciéndonos sentir su lucha que no es de hoy, sino 

de años. 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/opinion/por-fin-se-vota-paridadentodo-en-nuevo-leon/
https://www.reporteindigo.com/author/indira-kempis-2/
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Es mi primera vez en la política. Lo he “confesado” (sí, como si fuera algo “malo”) que la política me hizo 

abrir más mi conciencia de género. No había conocido espacio más machista, violento y discriminatorio como 

ese. Aún me sorprendo de hasta dónde llega tanta misoginia. Cómo aquí, ser mujer es casi sinónimo de no 

tener ni las mínimas capacidades y ser objeto con una facilidad de acusaciones que jamás le haríamos a 

ningún hombre. 

Todavía hay quienes confunden en esa miopía lo que ya es la reforma constitucional paritaria. Que en ningún 

momento hace alusión a las habilidades, el mérito o el talento. Porque, a decir verdad, si así hubiera sido yo 

no la hubiera votado a favor. No se trata del género ni del talento, sino de la representación del género en un 

contexto histórico donde el piso debe estar parejo. Más mujeres participando activamente en la vida pública es 

democracia. Tan sólo porque somos, más o menos, la mitad de la población. Pero, la Ley no puede solucionar 

lo que entonces nosotros, todos y todas, sí lo podemos hacer: La meritocracia que, precisamente, no debe 

tener género. Y que si hacemos cuentas hasta ahora tal parece que ha estado relacionada con los hombres. 

Es el machismo el que hace pensar que nosotras no tenemos nada qué ofrecer. Pero, para las mujeres que 

hemos sabido ganarnos la comida, los trabajos, los espacios de poder público, sabemos perfectamente lo cruel 

que esto puede ser cuando casi siempre ellos “eligen” a sus amigos. 

Claro está que el reto de la paridad es grande en un país donde estamos en tránsito para que las condiciones de 

equidad se cubran en muchos rubros más para que las mujeres realmente puedan acceder a esos cargos y 

ejercerlos a plenitud. Que el fantasma de las “Juanitas” -como se le dice despectivamente a las que son usadas 

por hombres políticos– se desvanezca en tanto seguimos haciendo un mundo equitativo para que las mujeres 

del futuro puedan usar su talento en el servicio público. 

El logro colectivo e histórico de este martes 25 de junio de 2019 (escribí la fecha para que no se nos olvide) 

en un estado como Nuevo León que sigue teniendo dudas respecto a los derechos emergentes es un triunfo 

que irá sanando las “cicatrices” de la brecha abierta y amplia de género. No es la solución como lo he 

explicado, pero sí pone renovados cimientos para que las niñas y los niños del futuro puedan aspirar a ese 

“piso parejo”. 

Aunque los votos fueron simbólicos o testimoniales, al menos hicieron visible cuál es la postura ante algo que 

no debe de dar miedo. Al contrario, está haciendo que le hagamos frente a la realidad en la que vivimos. Que 

lejos está de la equidad. 

Luis Donaldo Colosio Riojas ese día sostenía un cartel que decía: “NL paritario”. No hay vuelta atrás. Ahora 

a seguir en nuestra búsqueda que no sólo es de nosotras, debe ser también de ellos. 

Y aunque a mí me digan cientos y miles de veces que ya me ponga a trabajar, que me siente, que con eso no 

se arreglan los problemas, estoy convencida que no estar sentada, ponerme a trabajar y arreglar problemas es 

precisamente lo que ha significado mi primer año en política que celebro con esta decisión que abre el nuevo 

capítulo de la historia de México. 

* Esta opinión no refleja la del periódico 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/opinion/por-fin-se-vota-paridadentodo-en-nuevo-leon/  

https://www.reporteindigo.com/opinion/por-fin-se-vota-paridadentodo-en-nuevo-leon/
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Asylum officers ask court to block Trump's "Remain in Mexico" policy in surprising filing 

  

  

  

BY CAMILO MONTOYA-GALVEZ 

UPDATED ON: JUNE 27, 2019 / 8:17 AM / CBS NEWS 

Washington — Citing the American government's refusal to take in a group of desperate Jewish refugees 

fleeing Nazi Germany on the eve of World War II, a group of current asylum officers tasked with overseeing 

the controversial "Remain in Mexico" policy asked a federal appeals court in a surprising legal filing late 

Wednesday to block the Trump administration from implementing it. 

The labor union representing thousands of asylum officers, Local 1924, filed the extraordinary court filing 

siding with plaintiffs seeking to prevent the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) from implementing the 

so-called "Remain in Mexico" program. Under the policy, officially called the Migrant Protection Protocols 

(MPP), migrants who claim asylum at U.S. ports of entry along the southern border are required to wait in 

Mexico while their cases are adjudicated in American immigration courts. 

In the filing to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals — which is reviewing the legal challenge to "Remain in 

Mexico" brought by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and other plaintiffs — the union of asylum 

officers said the program violates U.S. and international law because it places asylum seekers in dangerous 

circumstances.  

Immigration More  

 "David vs. Goliath": Lawyers struggle to help asylum seekers in Mexico 

 El Salvador man dies in U.S. border custody 

 O'Rourke: "Remain in Mexico" policy fuels "suffering and death" 

 Inside the controversial Florida migrant detention center 

"By forcing a vulnerable population to return to a hostile territory where they are likely to face persecution, 

the MPP abandons our tradition of providing a safe haven to the persecuted and –– violates our international 

and domestic legal obligations," the amicus brief read. 

Asylum officers, the filing argued, "should not be forced to honor departmental directives that are 

fundamentally contrary to the moral fabric of our Nation." 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remain-in-mexico-more-than-15000-asylum-seekers-sent-back-to-mexico-as-us-ramps-up-policy/
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/immigration-crisis/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-remain-in-mexico-policy-thousands-of-asylum-seekers-in-mexico-and-few-lawyers-to-help-them/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-border-patrol-el-salvadoran-man-dies-in-border-custody-mcallen/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/beto-orourke-on-face-the-nation-trumps-remain-in-mexico-policy-fuels-suffering-and-death/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/homestead-migrant-detention-center-exclusive-look-inside-florida-facility-2019-06-28/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
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DHS did not immediately respond to CBS News' request for comment. 

Central American migrants, who are waiting for their court hearing for asylum seekers that returned to 

Mexico to await their legal proceedings under a new policy established by the U.S. government, are seen at a 

migrant shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico June 10, 2019. Picture taken June 10, 2019.JOSE LUIS 

GONZALEZ / REUTERS 

The remarkable rebuke of the "Remain in Mexico" policy by the very same civil servants carrying it out could 

prove to be a significant blow to the administration's legal and political defense of the program, which the 

White House is betting on to curb an unprecedented surge in Central American families heading towards the 

U.S.-Mexico border. 

The Trump administration has begun to accelerate the "Remain in Mexico" policy in the three locations where 

officials are currently carrying it out: the California border cities of San Diego and Calexico and El Paso, 

Texas. Over approximately two weeks, U.S. authorities have turned back about 5,000 asylum seekers at these 

three ports of entry, bringing the total number of migrants returned to Mexico to more than 15,000, according 

to figures by the Mexican government. 

The administration is betting that the expansion will send a powerful message of deterrence to people in 

Central America considering undertaking the perilous journey north. Even if they arrive at the U.S. border and 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remain-in-mexico-more-than-15000-asylum-seekers-sent-back-to-mexico-as-us-ramps-up-policy/
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seek asylum, this line of reasoning goes, they will likely be forced to wait in Mexico for months while their 

cases are adjudicated.  

But the asylum officers said the recent filing that "Remain in Mexico" is "entirely unnecessary" and not 

designed to stem the current large-scale flow of migration from Central America. They argued the U.S. 

immigration system has been "tested time and again" and is capable of efficiently processing asylum claims if 

it has the adequate resources to do so.  

"The MPP, contrary to the Administration's claim, does nothing to streamline the process, but instead 

increases the burdens on our immigration courts and makes the system more inefficient," the officers wrote. 

Echoing concerns raised by immigrant advocates and attorneys since the Trump administration policy was 

first implemented, the union said the policy violates the "non-refoulement" standard in domestic and 

international law, principally because it returns vulnerable populations to Mexico. The filing specifically cites 

the precarious conditions pregnant women, families with children, LGBT individuals and members of 

indigenous communities face in Mexico.   

"The administration of the MPP results in a violation of the nonrefoulement obligation because, under the 

MPP, individuals whose lives and freedoms would be threatened on the basis of their race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or membership of a particular social group in Mexico, or who would be in 

danger of being subjected to torture in Mexico, will be returned to Mexico," the officers wrote. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials are typically the first to encounter migrants at both at ports of 

entry along the border and between them. The CBP officials are supposed to ask migrants if they fear 

returning where they came from. If migrants say yes, they are then referred to undergo so-called "credible fear 

interviews" with asylum officers, who work for United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), 

another branch of DHS. If the migrants pass the credible fear test, they can formally apply for asylum in the 

immigration court system.  

Under the "Remain in Mexico" policy, however, CBP officials do not ask migrants who claim asylum if they 

fear returning to Mexico. Instead, a migrant needs to say, without being asked, if he or she fears persecution 

in Mexico. The union said this is something Central American migrants will likely not do because they do not 

yet know that they may face persecution in Mexico, as they were there just briefly in their journey to the U.S. 

Even if the migrants spontaneously indicate they fear persecution in Mexico, the asylum officers said in the 

filing that the credible fear tests under this policy's guidelines are almost impossible to satisfy, prompting 

them to require migrants to wait in Mexico while their cases are adjudicated.  

"It imposes a significantly higher evidentiary standard previously reserved for a full-scale hearing before an 

immigration judge," the officers wrote, referring to the new credible fear interview. "This mismatch between 

the high evidentiary standard and the inadequate procedures all but ensures violation of the non-refoulement 

obligation." 

On Twitter, the recently appointed acting director of USCIS Ken Cuccinelli, a notorious immigration 

hardliner, accused "complaining" union leaders — his own employees — of denying the reality at the U.S.-

Mexico border.  
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"This lawsuit is an attempt by the union to score short-term political points. Our ability to provide 

humanitarian relief to those who lawfully qualify for it will collapse under this influx of fraudulent and non-

meritorious claims," he wrote.  

 

 

USCIS Acting Director Ken Cuccinelli 

✔@USCISCuccinelli 

 

 · Jun 26, 2019 

 

 

From the WaPo: “[The union says] the U.S. asylum system is ‘not, as the Administration has claimed, 

fundamentally broken,’ and that they could handle more cases quickly without sending people back to 

Mexico.” https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376 … 

 

The Washington Post 

✔@washingtonpost 

U. S. asylum officers say Trump’s "Remain in Mexico" policy is threatening migrants’ lives, ask federal court 

to end it https://wapo.st/2Nd7Xnp  

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088231560065026
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088231560065026
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088231560065026
https://t.co/jpGsTRighg
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/washingtonpost/status/1144043639070437376
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
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USCIS Acting Director Ken Cuccinelli 

✔@USCISCuccinelli 

 

This demonstrates the complaining union leaders are choosing to deny reality. Our system is broken. Even 

Democrats now admit we are in a crisis. But not the union... 

 

10 

10:41 PM - Jun 26, 2019 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

 

56 people are talking about this 

 

Citing a report by the State Department, the union noted there's widespread impunity for human rights abuses 

in Mexico. It also accused the Mexican government of not keeping its promise to protect migrants returned 

under "Remain in Mexico."   

The officers noted that the U.S. asylum system built in the wake of World War II and subsequent years is 

"highly respected internationally" for being compassionate, while at the same time enforcing laws, cracking 

down on fraud and safeguarding national security. The migrant policy, they said, abandons the commitment 

the U.S. has made to people around the world who've been displaced by conflict, ethnic strife and natural 

disasters during the last decades.  

"Now, perhaps more than ever, America needs to continue its longstanding tradition of offering protection, 

freedom, and opportunity to the vulnerable and persecuted," the filing read. "Forty-nine members of the 

amicus curiae signed up to be asylum and refugee officers to help our nation fulfill that commitment. They 

did not sign up to administer the MPP." 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remain-in-mexico-asylum-officers-ask-federal-court-to-block-trump-

administration-immigration-policy/ 

  

https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1144088232772145152
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1144088232772145152
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088232772145152
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088232772145152
https://twitter.com/USCISCuccinelli/status/1144088232772145152
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remain-in-mexico-asylum-officers-ask-federal-court-to-block-trump-administration-immigration-policy/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/remain-in-mexico-asylum-officers-ask-federal-court-to-block-trump-administration-immigration-policy/
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TRAS LOS PASOS DE LA ‘CURA’ DE LAS TERAPIAS DE CONVERSIÓN 

Jonathan Ávila 

Grupos de la diversidad sexual exigen que en Jalisco se sancionen las llamadas ‘terapias de conversión’, 

aunque en el estado no existe ningún proyecto de ley que respalde esa demanda, como sí sucede a nivel 

federal por parte de MC y Morena 

 

 

© 

El reto de la actual administración es la erradicación de las llamadas “terapias de conversión”, que son las 

actividades que buscan corregir la orientación sexual e identidad de género. 

Así lo señaló Andrés Treviño Luna, director de Diversidad Sexual en el Gobierno de Jalisco, el pasado 1 de 

junio, durante el llamado Festival Prohibido que se realizó en el marco del mes del orgullo LGBT. 

Justo ese es el reto que tiene la Dirección de Diversidad Sexual, la Secretaría de Igualdad Sustantiva entre 

Mujeres y Hombres y las demás instancias del gobierno que están pensadas en ese sentido. Pero también, una 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/tras-los-pasos-de-la-cura-de-las-terapias-de-conversion/
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situación tan profunda como es la discriminación y el odio –pues no hay acción de gobierno que alcance–, 

tiene que ser una demanda social que transforme 

- Andrés Treviño Luna 

Director de Diversidad Sexual en el Gobierno de Jalisco 

Apenas hace apenas una década, bajo el mandato del panista Emilio González Márquez, incluso se denunció 

que era el propio Gobierno estatal quien pagaba este tipo de sesiones en las que se dice ‘curar’ la 

homosexualidad. 

En 2010, Richard Cohen, autor del libro Comprender y sanar la homosexualidad, fue el conferencista 

principal de un congreso en el que habló de la posibilidad de la ‘cura’ a la homosexualidad. 

En dicho evento aparecía como patrocinadora la Secretaría General de Gobierno, cuyo titular, Fernando 

Guzmán, también organizaba lecturas de biblia con funcionarios y que actualmente tiene una cercanía local 

con el Frente Nacional por la Familia. 

Este tipo de situaciones, que regularmente se pierden entre la religiosidad y las malas prácticas de sectores 

especializados en psicología, han sido latentes a nivel local. La investigación Etnografía con perspectiva 

de derechos humanos sobre las terapias de conversión gay en Jalisco, apunta que aunque éstas han sido 

visibilizadas a través de medios, no existe aún un movimiento fuerte contra ellas. 

TERAPIAS EN AUMENTO 

La demanda por erradicar y sancionar las ‘terapias de conversión’ va en aumento, aunque sigue habiendo 

poca convocatoria para esta lucha dentro del propio movimiento Lésbico, Gay, Bisexual, Transexual, 

Transgénero, Travesti, Intersexual y Queer (LGBTTTIQ). 

Una de las pocas organizaciones que sostiene la permanente demanda pública sobre la existencia de estas 

prácticas es la Unión Diversa de Jalisco. 

Según sus datos, entre 2007 y 2019 se han reportado más de 100 casos de crímenes de odio en contra de esta 

población; alrededor de 52 registros eran de transfeminicidios. 

Lo anterior sitúa a Jalisco como el cuarto lugar a nivel nacional en ataques a la población diversa, dijo Carlos 

Becerra, secretario de la organización. 

La Unión Diversa apunta que las agresiones han ido en aumento en los últimos años. Como consecuencia 

también han surgido casos de suicidio, dijo Lizette Cadena Díaz, psicóloga y sexóloga de la organización. 

La activista explicó que estas ‘terapias’ tratan la homosexualidad como una patología psicológica o 

psiquiátrica. A través de organizaciones religiosas o centros de rehabilitación clandestinos es donde se somete 

a la ‘tortura mental’. 
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Ante esto, organizaciones como la Federación Nacional de Colegios, Sociedades y Asociaciones de 

Psicólogos han expresado su rechazo a eventos que promueven este tipo de perspectiva, porque estigmatiza y 

desinforma a la población sobre la diversidad sexual y de identidad. 

A nivel nacional existen dos iniciativas de ley para reformar el Código Penal Federal y la Ley General de 

Salud para sancionar este tipo de prácticas 

EXPERIENCIA DISCRIMINATORIA 

De acuerdo con la Encuesta sobre Discriminación por motivos de Orientación Sexual e Identidad de Género 

2018, presentada recientemente por el Consejo Nacional para Prevenir la Discriminación (CONAPRED) y la 

Comisión Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH), un 15.2 por ciento de los encuestados señaló que alguna 

vez se le sugirió ‘curar’ su condición. 

Esto como muestra de las personas que dijeron haber vivido alguna experiencia de discriminación durante la 

atención médica. Pero no se trata del único caso que involucra una perspectiva lacerante frente a 

la orientación sexual, bajo el rubro de ‘otro’ (13.1 por ciento) dijo haber experimentado el señalamiento de 

que su orientación sexual o identidad de género es una enfermedad o escuchar que se le dijera “su enfermedad 

es un castigo de Dios”. 

PIDEN PROHIBICIÓN DE LAS TERAPIAS DE CONVERSIÓN 

El 16 de junio, en el marco de la conmemoración de los 50 años de los disturbios de Stonewall en Nueva 

York, la comunidad LGBTTTIQ en Guadalajara extendió un pliego petitorio firmado por cerca de 40 

organizaciones al Congreso de Jalisco, en el que se pide prohibir las terapias de conversión. 

Estuvieron presentes Fela Pelayo, titular de la Secretaría de Igualdad Sustantiva entre Mujeres y Hombres; y 

el diputado local por Morena, Óscar Arturo Herrera, quienes dijeron que abogarán por defender las demandas 

de esta comunidad. 

Pero a nivel local el panorama de la prohibición de las terapias de conversión no figura. Contrario a lo que 

sucede a nivel nacional, donde existen dos iniciativas de ley para reformar el Código Penal Federal y la Ley 

General de Salud para sancionar este tipo de prácticas violatorias de los derechos humanos. 

Las propuestas son de la diputada federal Citlalli Hernández, de Morena; y Jorge Álvarez Máynez, de 

Movimiento Ciudadano, donde piden prisión para los denunciados, suspensión en el ejercicio profesional para 

psicólogos, multas y hasta la pérdida de la patria potestad en caso de la obligación a menores de edad. 

Según el informe “Homofobia de Estado. Estudio jurídico mundial sobre la orientación sexual en el derecho”, 

solo el 1.5 por ciento de los países miembros de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas tiene legislaciones 

que prohíben las terapias. En América solo Brasil y Ecuador lo han hecho de forma correcta, a pesar de las 

recomendaciones de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos. 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/tras-los-pasos-de-la-cura-de-las-terapias-de-conversion/ 

https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/tras-los-pasos-de-la-cura-de-las-terapias-de-conversion/
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Frontera inhumana 

Resulta esperanzador que la Cámara de Representantes destine 3.960 millones de euros a mejorar la seguridad 

y salubridad de los inmigrantes 

EL PAÍS 

Los cuerpos de Óscar Alberto Martínez Ramírez y su hija Valeria en el río Bravo. REUTERS 

La estremecedora imagen de un hombre salvadoreño y su hija de menos de dos años flotando ahogados en las 

orillas del río Bravo es el mejor ejemplo del inmenso drama humano que se está viviendo en la frontera sur 

estadounidense y de cómo las políticas populistas de soluciones radicales y simplistas aplicadas a la 

inmigración, lejos de solucionar el problema incrementan el sufrimiento. 

EDITORIALES ANTERIORES 

https://elpais.com/autor/el_pais/a/
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La solución mexicana (29/11/2018) 

Desde que inició su carrera hacia la Casa Blanca, Donald Trump siempre ha parecido obsesionado por la 

inmigración, a la que considera uno de los principales problemas de seguridad nacional de EE UU. Pero sus 

propuestas, primero como candidato y luego como presidente, lejos de aportar soluciones o aliviar la situación 

no han hecho otra cosa que aumentar su gravedad. Cuando no han creado un caos jurídico, han desatado 

indeseados roces diplomáticos o, lo peor de todo, han provocado un sufrimiento totalmente innecesario a las 

personas detenidas por intentar entrar en Estados Unidos, y a sus familias. Basta recordar la dura imagen de 

unos niños que observaban cómo la policía de fronteras esposaba a sus madres o la de los menores separados 

de sus padres durante meses. 

Nada de esto ha movido a la actual Administración, que sigue tratando a los menores inmigrantes con 

permanente olvido de tratados internacionales que protegen a los niños de la crueldad o desconsideración, 

especialmente si es ejercida por las propias autoridades de un país. Las degradantes condiciones en las que se 

mantenía a 300 menores en un centro de detención de Texas son indignas de una democracia republicana 

fundada y desarrollada gracias precisamente a la inmigración. El mismo Trump podría decir mucho sobre 

esto: su abuelo paterno y su madre eran inmigrantes. La dimisión del jefe interino del Departamento de 

Inmigración, John Sanders, forzada por la indignación de muchos de sus compatriotas, es un simple gesto sin 

valor si, como parece, su sucesor es un representante del ala más dura del trumpismo. 

En este desolador contexto resulta esperanzador que el Partido Demócrata haya pasado a la ofensiva. La 

aprobación en la Cámara de Representantes de una ley que destina 3.960 millones de euros a mejorar la 

seguridad y salubridad de los inmigrantes que crucen la frontera sí que está acorde tanto con el elemental trato 

humanitario como con la tradición de acogida de EE UU. En paralelo, el Partido Demócrata ha comenzado a 

elegir candidato para las presidenciales del próximo año. Una oportunidad única para mostrar una alternativa 

viable a Trump. 

 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/26/opinion/1561564469_762425.html 

  

https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/11/28/opinion/1543423628_799087.html
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/26/opinion/1561564469_762425.html
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Causa en ComúnCuenta verificada @causaencomun 

Activistas, OSC y ciudadanos alertamos que el país vive los momentos más amenazantes para los 

derechos humanos desde la creación de la @CNDH. Presidente @lopezobrador_ respete nuestros derechos, 

respete nuestras instituciones, respete la ley. Comunicado: http://bit.ly/2XfGYw9  

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/causaencomun
https://twitter.com/causaencomun
https://twitter.com/CNDH
https://twitter.com/lopezobrador_
https://t.co/JDf3yxybse
https://twitter.com/causaencomun
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5:43 - 1 jul. 2019 

 

Digital Jail: How Electronic Monitoring Drives Defendants Into Debt 

 

A man wearing an ankle monitor. (Zora J Murff for The New York Times) 

Ankle bracelets are promoted as a humane alternative to jail. But private companies charge defendants 

hundreds of dollars a month to wear the surveillance devices. If people can’t pay, they may end up behind 

bars. 

by Ava Kofman 

ProPublica is a nonprofit newsroom that investigates abuses of power. Sign up for ProPublica’s Big 

Story newsletter to receive stories like this one in your inbox as soon as they are published. 

This article is a collaboration between ProPublica and The New York Times Magazine. 

On Oct. 12, 2018, Daehaun White walked free, or so he thought. A guard handed him shoelaces and the $19 

that had been in his pocket at the time of his booking, along with a letter from his public defender. The lanky 

19-year-old had been sitting for almost a month in St. Louis’ Medium Security Institution, a city jail known as 

the Workhouse, after being pulled over for driving some friends around in a stolen Chevy Cavalier. When the 

https://www.propublica.org/people/ava-kofman
https://go.propublica.org/big-story-2019
https://go.propublica.org/big-story-2019
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police charged him with tampering with a motor vehicle — driving a car without its owner’s consent — and 

held him overnight, he assumed he would be released by morning. He told the police that he hadn’t known 

that the Chevy, which a friend had lent him a few hours earlier, was stolen. He had no previous convictions. 

But the $1,500 he needed for the bond was far beyond what he or his family could afford. It wasn’t until his 

public defender, Erika Wurst, persuaded the judge to lower the amount to $500 cash, and a nonprofit fund, the 

Bail Project, paid it for him, that he was able to leave the notoriously grim jail. “Once they said I was getting 

released, I was so excited I stopped listening,” he told me recently. He would no longer have to drink water 

blackened with mold or share a cell with rats, mice and cockroaches. He did a round of victory pushups and 

gave away all of the snack cakes he had been saving from the cafeteria. 

When he finally read Wurst’s letter, however, he realized there was a catch. Even though Wurst had argued 

against it, the judge, Nicole Colbert-Botchway, had ordered him to wear an ankle monitor that would track his 

location at every moment using GPS. For as long as he would wear it, he would be required to pay $10 a day 

to a private company, Eastern Missouri Alternative Sentencing Services, or EMASS. Just to get the monitor 

attached, he would have to report to EMASS and pay $300 up front — enough to cover the first 25 days, plus 

a $50 installation fee. 

Get Our Top Investigations 

Subscribe to the Big Story newsletter. 

Sign Up
 

White didn’t know how to find that kind of money. Before his arrest, he was earning minimum wage as a 

temp, wrapping up boxes of shampoo. His father was largely absent, and his mother, Lakisha Thompson, had 

recently lost her job as the housekeeping manager at a Holiday Inn. Raising Daehaun and his four siblings, 

she had struggled to keep up with the bills. The family bounced between houses and apartments in northern 

St. Louis County, where, as a result of Jim Crow redlining, most of the area’s black population lives. In 2014, 

they were living on Canfield Drive in Ferguson when Michael Brown was shot and killed there by a police 

officer. During the ensuing turmoil, Thompson moved the family to Green Bay, Wisconsin. White felt out of 

place. He was looked down on for his sagging pants, called the N-word when riding his bike. After six 

months, he moved back to St. Louis County on his own to live with three of his siblings and stepsiblings in a 

gray house with vinyl siding. 

When White got home on the night of his release, he was so overwhelmed to see his family again that he 

forgot about the letter. He spent the next few days hanging out with his siblings, his mother, who had returned 

to Missouri earlier that year, and his girlfriend, Demetria, who was seven months pregnant. He didn’t report to 

EMASS. 

What he didn’t realize was that he had failed to meet a deadline. Typically, defendants assigned to monitors 

must pay EMASS in person and have the device installed within 24 hours of their release from jail. 

Otherwise, they have to return to court to explain why they’ve violated the judge’s orders. White, however, 

wasn’t called back for a hearing. Instead, a week after he left the Workhouse, Colbert-Botchway issued a 

warrant for his arrest. 
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Three days later, a large group of police officers knocked on Thompson’s door, looking for information about 

an unrelated case, a robbery. White and his brother had been making dinner with their mother, and the officers 

asked them for identification. White’s name matched the warrant issued by Colbert-Botchway. “They didn’t 

tell me what the warrant was for,” he said. “Just that it was for a violation of my release.” He was taken 

downtown and held for transfer back to the Workhouse. “I kept saying to myself, ’Why am I locked up?’” he 

recalled. 

Daehaun White couldn’t afford to pay $10 a day to a private company for an ankle monitor after his release 

from jail. (Zora J Murff for The New York Times) 

The next morning, Thompson called the courthouse to find the answer. She learned that her son had been 

jailed over his failure to acquire and pay for his GPS monitor. To get him out, she needed to pay EMASS on 

his behalf. 

This seemed absurd to her. When Daehaun was 13, she had worn an ankle monitor after violating probation 

for a minor theft, but the state hadn’t required her to cover the cost of her own supervision. “This is a 19-year-

old coming out of the Workhouse,” she told me recently. “There’s no way he has $300 saved.” Thompson felt 
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that the court was forcing her to choose between getting White out of jail and supporting the rest of her 

family. 

 

Over the past half-century, the number of people behind bars in the United States jumped by more than 500%, 

to 2.2 million. This extraordinary rise, often attributed to decades of “tough on crime” policies and harsh 

sentencing laws, has ensured that even as crime rates have dropped since the 1990s, the number of people 

locked up and the average length of their stay have increased. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

the cost of keeping people in jails and prisons soared to $87 billion in 2015 from $19 billion in 1980, in 

current dollars. 

In recent years, politicians on both sides of the aisle have joined criminal-justice reformers in recognizing 

mass incarceration as both a moral outrage and a fiscal sinkhole. As ankle bracelets have become compact 

and cost-effective, legislators have embraced them as an enlightened alternative. More than 125,000 people in 

the criminal-justice system were supervised with monitors in 2015, compared with just 53,000 people in 

2005, according to the Pew Charitable Trusts. Although no current national tally is available, data from 

several cities — Austin, Texas; Indianapolis; Chicago; and San Francisco — show that this number continues 

to rise. Last December, the First Step Act, which includes provisions for home detention, was signed into law 

by President Donald Trump with support from the private prison giants GEO Group and CoreCivic. These 

corporations dominate the so-called community-corrections market — services such as day-reporting and 

electronic monitoring — that represents one of the fastest-growing revenue sectors of their industry. 

By far the most decisive factor promoting the expansion of monitors is the financial one. The United States 

government pays for monitors for some of those in the federal criminal-justice system and for tens of 

thousands of immigrants supervised by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. But states and cities, which 

incur around 90% of the expenditures for jails and prisons, are increasingly passing the financial burden of the 

devices onto those who wear them. It costs St. Louis roughly $90 a day to detain a person awaiting trial in the 

Workhouse, where in 2017 the average stay was 291 days. When individuals pay EMASS $10 a day for their 

own supervision, it costs the city nothing. A 2014 study by NPR and the Brennan Center found that, with the 

exception of Hawaii, every state required people to pay at least part of the costs associated with GPS 

monitoring. Some probation offices and sheriffs run their own monitoring programs — renting the equipment 

from manufacturers, hiring staff and collecting fees directly from participants. Others have outsourced the 

supervision of defendants, parolees and probationers to private companies. 

“There are a lot of judges who reflexively put people on monitors, without making much of a pretense of 

seriously weighing it at all,” said Chris Albin-Lackey, a senior legal adviser with Human Rights Watch who 

has researched private-supervision companies. “The limiting factor is the cost it might impose on the public, 

but when that expense is sourced out, even that minimal brake on judicial discretion goes out the window.” 

Nowhere is the pressure to adopt monitors more pronounced than in places like St. Louis: cash-strapped 

municipalities with large populations of people awaiting trial. Nationwide on any given day, half a million 

people sit in crowded and expensive jails because, like Daehaun White, they cannot purchase their freedom. 

As the movement to overhaul cash bail has challenged the constitutionality of jailing these defendants, judges 

and sheriffs have turned to monitors as an appealing substitute. In San Francisco, the number of people 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2016/09/use-of-electronic-offender-tracking-devices-expands-sharply
https://www.npr.org/2014/05/19/312455680/state-by-state-court-fees
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released from jail onto electronic monitors tripled after a 2018 ruling forced courts to release more defendants 

without bail. In Marion County, Indiana, where jail overcrowding is routine, roughly 5,000 defendants were 

put on monitors last year. “You would be hard-pressed to find bail-reform legislation in any state that does not 

include the possibility of electronic monitoring,” said Robin Steinberg, the chief executive of the Bail Project. 

Help Us Investigate 

Have You Worn an Electronic Monitoring Device or Supervised Someone Wearing One? We Want to Hear 

About It. 

Yet like the system of wealth-based detention they are meant to help reform, ankle monitors often place poor 

people in special jeopardy. Across the country, defendants who have not been convicted of a crime are put on 

“offender funded” payment plans for monitors that sometimes cost more than their bail. And unlike bail, they 

don’t get the payment back, even if they’re found innocent. Although a federal survey shows that nearly 40% 

of Americans would have trouble finding $400 to cover an emergency, companies and courts routinely 

threaten to lock up defendants if they fall behind on payment. In Greenville, South Carolina, pretrial 

defendants can be sent back to jail when they fall three weeks behind on fees. (An officer for the Greenville 

County Detention Center defended this practice on the grounds that participants agree to the costs in 

advance.) In Mohave County, Arizona, pretrial defendants charged with sex offenses have faced rearrest if 

they fail to pay for their monitors, even if they prove that they can’t afford them. “We risk replacing an unjust 

cash-bail system,” Steinberg said, “with one just as unfair, inhumane and unnecessary.” 

Many local judges, including in St. Louis, do not conduct hearings on a defendant’s ability to pay for private 

supervision before assigning them to it; those who do often overestimate poor people’s financial means. 

Without judicial oversight, defendants are vulnerable to private-supervision companies that set their own rates 

and charge interest when someone can’t pay up front. Some companies even give their employees bonuses for 

hitting collection targets. 

It’s not only debt that can send defendants back to jail. People who may not otherwise be candidates for 

incarceration can be punished for breaking the lifestyle rules that come with the devices. A survey in 

California found that juveniles awaiting trial or on probation face especially difficult rules; in one county, 

juveniles on monitors were asked to follow more than 50 restrictions, including not participating “in any 

social activity.” For this reason, many advocates describe electronic monitoring as a “net-widener": Far from 

serving as an alternative to incarceration, it ends up sweeping more people into the system. 

 

Dressed in a baggy yellow City of St. Louis Corrections shirt, White was walking to the van that would take 

him back to the Workhouse after his rearrest, when a guard called his name and handed him a bus ticket 

home. A few hours earlier, his mom had persuaded her sister to lend her the $300 that White owed EMASS. 

Wurst, his public defender, brought the receipt to court. 

The next afternoon, White hitched a ride downtown to the EMASS office, where one of the company’s bond-

compliance officers, Nick Buss, clipped a black box around his left ankle. Based in the majority white city of 

St. Charles, west of St. Louis, EMASS has several field offices throughout eastern Missouri. A former 

probation and parole officer, Michael Smith, founded the company in 1991 after Missouri became one of the 

https://www.sfexaminer.com/the-city/number-of-inmates-released-on-electronic-monitoring-triples-following-bail-ruling/
https://www.propublica.org/getinvolved/have-you-worn-an-electronic-monitoring-device-or-supervised-someone-wearing-one-we-want-to-hear-about-it
https://www.propublica.org/getinvolved/have-you-worn-an-electronic-monitoring-device-or-supervised-someone-wearing-one-we-want-to-hear-about-it
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/business/economy/fed-400-dollar-survey.html
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Report_Final_Electronic_Monitoring.pdf


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

94 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 386 septiembre  2019 

first states to allow private companies to supervise some probationers. (Smith and other EMASS officials 

declined to comment for this story.) 

 

The St. Louis office of EMASS, which charges defendants $300 up front to get the monitor attached.(Zora J 

Murff for The New York Times) 

The St. Louis area has made national headlines for its “offender funded” model of policing and punishment. 

Stricken by postindustrial decline and the 2008 financial crisis, its municipalities turned to their police 

departments and courts to make up for shortfalls in revenue. In 2015, the Ferguson Report by the United 

States Department of Justice put hard numbers to what black residents had long suspected: The police were 

targeting them with disproportionate arrests, traffic tickets and excessive fines. 

EMASS may have saved the city some money, but it also created an extraordinary and arbitrary-seeming new 

expense for poor defendants. When cities cover the cost of monitoring, they often pay private contractors $2 
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to $3 a day for the same equipment and services for which EMASS charges defendants $10 a day. To come 

up with the money, EMASS clients told me, they had to find second jobs, take their children out of day care 

and cut into disability checks. Others hurried to plead guilty for no better reason than that being on probation 

was cheaper than paying for a monitor. 

At the downtown office, White signed a contract stating that he would charge his monitor for an hour and a 

half each day and “report” to EMASS with $70 each week. He could shower, but was not to bathe or swim 

(the monitor is water-resistant, not waterproof). Interfering with the monitor’s functioning was a felony. 

White assumed that GPS supervision would prove a minor annoyance. Instead, it was a constant burden. The 

box was bulky and the size of a fist, so he couldn’t hide it under his jeans. Whenever he left the house, people 

stared. There were snide comments ("nice bracelet") and cutting jokes. His brothers teased him about having a 

babysitter. “I’m nobody to watch,” he insisted. 

The biggest problem was finding work. Confident and outgoing, White had never struggled to land jobs; after 

dropping out of high school in his junior year, he flipped burgers at McDonald’s and Steak ’n Shake. To pay 

for the monitor, he applied to be a custodian at Julia Davis Library, a cashier at Home Depot, a clerk at 

Menards. The conversation at Home Depot had gone especially well, White thought, until the interviewer 

casually asked what was on his leg. 

To help improve his chances, he enrolled in Mission: St. Louis, a job-training center for people reentering 

society. One afternoon in January, he and a classmate role-played how to talk to potential employers about 

criminal charges. White didn’t know how much detail to go into. Should he tell interviewers that he was 

bringing his pregnant girlfriend some snacks when he was pulled over? He still isn’t sure, because a police 

officer came looking for him midway through the class. The battery on his monitor had died. The officer sent 

him home, and White missed the rest of the lesson. 

With all of the restrictions and rules, keeping a job on a monitor can be as difficult as finding one. The hours 

for weekly check-ins at the downtown EMASS office — 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 

1 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Mondays — are inconvenient for those who work. In 2011, the National Institute of 

Justice surveyed 5,000 people on electronic monitors and found that 22% said they had been fired or asked to 

leave a job because of the device. Juawanna Caves, a young St. Louis native and mother of two, was placed 

on a monitor in December after being charged with unlawful use of a weapon. She said she stopped showing 

up to work as a housekeeper when her co-workers made her uncomfortable by asking questions and later lost 

a job at a nursing home because too many exceptions had to be made for her court dates and EMASS check-

ins. 

Perpetual surveillance also takes a mental toll. Nearly everyone I spoke to who wore a monitor described 

feeling trapped, as though they were serving a sentence before they had even gone to trial. White was never 

really sure about what he could or couldn’t do under supervision. In January, when his girlfriend had their 

daughter, Rylan, White left the hospital shortly after the birth, under the impression that he had a midnight 

curfew. Later that night, he let his monitor die so that he could sneak back before sunrise to see the baby 

again. 
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EMASS makes its money from defendants. But it gets its power over them from judges. It was in 2012 that 

the judges of the St. Louis court started to use the company’s services — which previously involved people 

on probation for misdemeanors — for defendants awaiting trial. Last year, the company supervised 239 

defendants in the city of St. Louis on GPS monitors, according to numbers provided by EMASS to the court. 

The alliance with the courts gives the company not just a steady stream of business but a reliable means of 

recouping debts: Unlike, say, a credit-card company, which must file a civil suit to collect from overdue 

customers, EMASS can initiate criminal-court proceedings, threatening defendants with another stay in the 

Workhouse. 

In early April, I visited Judge Rex Burlison in his chambers on the 10th floor of the St. Louis civil courts 

building. A few months earlier, Burlison, who has short gray hair and light blue eyes, had been elected by his 

peers as presiding judge, overseeing the city’s docket, budget and operations, including the contract with 

EMASS. It was one of the first warm days of the year, and from the office window I could see sunlight 

glimmering on the silver Gateway Arch. 

I asked Burlison about the court’s philosophy for using pretrial GPS. He stressed that while each case was 

unique and subject to the judge’s discretion, monitoring was most commonly used for defendants who posed a 

flight risk, endangered public safety or had an alleged victim. Judges vary in how often they order defendants 

to wear monitors, and critics have attacked the inconsistency. Colbert-Botchway, the judge who put White on 

a monitor, regularly made pretrial GPS a condition of release, according to public defenders. (Colbert-

Botchway declined to comment.) But another St. Louis city judge, David Roither, told me, “I really don’t use 

it very often because people here are too poor to pay for it.” 

Whenever a defendant on a monitor violates a condition of release, whether related to payment or a curfew or 

something else, EMASS sends a letter to the court. Last year, Burlison said, the court received two to three 

letters a week from EMASS about violations. In response, the judge usually calls the defendant in for a 

hearing. As far as he knew, Burlison said, judges did not incarcerate people simply for failing to pay EMASS 

debts. “Why would you?” he asked me. When people were put back in jail, he said, there were always other 

factors at play, like the defendant’s missing a hearing, for instance. (Issuing a warrant for White’s arrest 

without a hearing, he acknowledged after looking at the docket, was not the court’s standard practice.) 

The contract with EMASS allows the court to assign indigent defendants to the company to oversee “at no 

cost.” Yet neither Burlison nor any of the other current or former judges I spoke with recalled waiving fees 

when ordering someone to wear an ankle monitor. When I asked Burlison why he didn’t, he said that he was 

concerned that if he started to make exceptions on the basis of income, the company might stop providing 

ankle-monitoring services in St. Louis. 

“People get arrested because of life choices,” Burlison said. “Whether they’re good for the charge or not, 

they’re still arrested and have to deal with it, and part of dealing with it is the finances.” To release defendants 

without monitors simply because they can’t afford the fee, he said, would be to disregard the safety of their 

victims or the community. “We can’t just release everybody because they’re poor,” he continued. 

But many people in the Workhouse awaiting trial are poor. In January, civil rights groups filed suit against the 

city and the court, claiming that the St. Louis bail system violated the Constitution, in part by discriminating 

against those who can’t afford to post bail. That same month, the Missouri Supreme Court announced new 

rules that urged local courts to consider releasing defendants without monetary conditions and to waive fees 

for poor people placed on monitors. Shortly before the rules went into effect, on July 1, Burlison said that the 
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city intends to shift the way ankle monitors are distributed and plans to establish a fund to help indigent 

defendants pay for their ankle bracelets. But he said he didn’t know how much money would be in the fund or 

whether it was temporary or permanent. The need for funding could grow quickly. The pending bail lawsuit 

has temporarily spurred the release of more defendants from custody, and as a result, public defenders say, the 

demand for monitors has increased. 

Judges are anxious about what people released without posting bail might do once they get out. Several told 

me that monitors may ensure that the defendants return to court. Not unlike doctors who order a battery of 

tests for a mildly ill patient to avoid a potential malpractice suit, judges seem to view monitors as a precaution 

against their faces appearing on the front page of the newspaper. “Every judge’s fear is to let somebody out 

on recognizance and he commits murder, and then everyone asks, ’How in the hell was this person let out?’” 

said Robert Dierker, who served as a judge in St. Louis from 1986 to 2017 and now represents the city in the 

bail lawsuit. “But with GPS, you can say, ’Well, I have him on GPS, what else can I do?’” 

Critics of monitors contend that their public-safety appeal is illusory: If defendants are intent on harming 

someone or skipping town, the bracelet, which can be easily removed with a pair of scissors, would not stop 

them. Studies showing that people tracked by GPS appear in court more reliably are scarce, and research 

about its effectiveness as a deterrent is inconclusive. 

“The fundamental question is, What purpose is electronic monitoring serving?” said Blake Strode, the 

executive director of ArchCity Defenders, a nonprofit civil rights law firm in St. Louis that is one of several 

firms representing the plaintiffs in the bail lawsuit. “If the only purpose it’s serving is to make judges feel 

better because they don’t want to be on the hook if something goes wrong, then that’s not a sensible approach. 

We should not simply be monitoring for monitoring’s sake.” 

 

Electronic monitoring was first conceived in the early 1960s by Ralph and Robert Gable, identical twins 

studying at Harvard under the psychologists Timothy Leary and B.F. Skinner, respectively. Influenced in part 

by Skinner’s theories of positive reinforcement, the Gables rigged up some surplus missile-tracking 

equipment to monitor teenagers on probation; those who showed up at the right places at the right times were 

rewarded with movie tickets, limo rides and other prizes. 

Although this round-the-clock monitoring was intended as a tool for rehabilitation, observers and participants 

alike soon recognized its potential to enhance surveillance. All but two of the 16 volunteers in their initial 

study dropped out, finding the two bulky radio transmitters oppressive. “They felt like it was a prosthetic 

conscience, and who would want Mother all the time along with you?” Robert Gable told me. Psychology 

Today labeled the invention a “belt from Big Brother.” 

The reality of electronic monitoring today is that Big Brother is watching some groups more than others. No 

national statistics are available on the racial breakdown of Americans wearing ankle monitors, but all 

indications suggest that mass supervision, like mass incarceration, disproportionately affects black people. In 

Cook County, Illinois, for instance, black people make up 24% of the population, and 67% of those on 

monitors. The sociologist Simone Browne has connected contemporary surveillance technologies like GPS 

monitors to America’s long history of controlling where black people live, move and work. In her 2015 book, 

“Dark Matters,” she traces the ways in which “surveillance is nothing new to black folks,” from the branding 

https://www.nytimes.com/1969/09/07/archives/psychologist-tests-electronic-monitoring-to-control-parolees.html?searchResultPosition=1
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of enslaved people and the shackling of convict laborers to Jim Crow segregation and the home visits of 

welfare agencies. These historical inequities, Browne notes, influence where and on whom new tools like 

ankle monitors are imposed. 

For some black families, including White’s, monitoring stretches across generations. Annette Taylor, the 

director of Ripple Effect, an advocacy group for prisoners and their families based in Champaign, Illinois, has 

seen her ex-husband, brother, son, nephew and sister’s husband wear ankle monitors over the years. She had 

to wear one herself, about a decade ago, she said, for driving with a suspended license. “You’re making 

people a prisoner of their home,” she told me. When her son was paroled and placed on house arrest, he 

couldn’t live with her, because he was forbidden to associate with people convicted of felonies, including his 

stepfather, who was also on house arrest. 

Some people on monitors are further constrained by geographic restrictions — areas in the city or 

neighborhood that they can’t go without triggering an alarm. James Kilgore, a research scholar at the 

University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, has cautioned that these exclusionary zones could lead to “e-

gentrification,” effectively keeping people out of more-prosperous neighborhoods. In 2016, after serving four 

years in prison for drug conspiracy, Bryan Otero wore a monitor as a condition of parole. He commuted from 

the Bronx to jobs at a restaurant and a department store in Manhattan, but he couldn’t visit his family or 

doctor because he was forbidden to enter a swath of Manhattan between 117th Street and 131st Street. “All 

my family and childhood friends live in that area,” he said. “I grew up there.” 

Michelle Alexander, a legal scholar and columnist for The Times, has argued that monitoring engenders a 

new form of oppression under the guise of progress. In her 2010 book, “The New Jim Crow,” she wrote that 

the term “mass incarceration” should refer to the “system that locks people not only behind actual bars in 

actual prisons, but also behind virtual bars and virtual walls — walls that are invisible to the naked eye but 

function nearly as effectively as Jim Crow laws once did at locking people of color into a permanent second-

class citizenship.” 

As the cost of monitoring continues to fall, those who are required to submit to it may worry less about the 

expense and more about the intrusive surveillance. The devices, some of which are equipped with two-way 

microphones, can give corrections officials unprecedented access to the private lives not just of those 

monitored but also of their families and friends. GPS location data appeals to the police, who can use it to 

investigate crimes. Already the goal is both to track what individuals are doing and to anticipate what they 

might do next. BI Incorporated, an electronic-monitoring subsidiary of GEO Group, has the ability to assign 

risk scores to the behavioral patterns of those monitored, so that law enforcement can “address potential 

problems before they happen.” Judges leery of recidivism have begun to embrace risk-assessment tools. As a 

result, defendants who have yet to be convicted of an offense in court may be categorized by their future 

chances of reoffending. 

The combination of GPS location data with other tracking technologies such as automatic license-plate 

readers represents an uncharted frontier for finer-grained surveillance. In some cities, police have 

concentrated these tools in neighborhoods of color. A CityLab investigation found that Baltimore police were 

more likely to deploy the Stingray — the controversial and secretive cellphone tracking technology — where 

African Americans lived. In the aftermath of Freddie Gray’s death in 2015, the police spied on Black Lives 

Matter protesters with face recognition technology. Given this pattern, the term “electronic monitoring” may 

soon refer not just to a specific piece of equipment but to an all-encompassing strategy. 

https://theappeal.org/chicago-electronic-monitoring-wiretapping-juveniles/
https://bi.com/email-opt-in/analytics-email/
https://www.propublica.org/article/machine-bias-risk-assessments-in-criminal-sentencing
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2016/10/racial-disparities-in-police-stingray-surveillance-mapped/502715/
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If the evolution of the criminal-justice system is any guide, it is very likely that the ankle bracelet will go out 

of fashion. Some GPS monitoring vendors have already started to offer smartphone applications that verify 

someone’s location through voice and face recognition. These apps, with names like Smart-LINK and 

Shadowtrack, promise to be cheaper and more convenient than a boxy bracelet. They’re also less visible, 

mitigating the stigma and normalizing surveillance. While reducing the number of people in physical prison, 

these seductive applications could, paradoxically, increase its reach. For the nearly 4.5 million Americans on 

probation or parole, it is not difficult to imagine a virtual prison system as ubiquitous — and invasive — as 

Instagram or Facebook. 

 

On Jan. 24, exactly three months after White had his monitor installed, his public defender successfully 

argued in court for its removal. His phone service had been shut off because he had fallen behind on the bill, 

so his mother told him the good news over video chat. 

When White showed up to EMASS a few days later to have the ankle bracelet removed, he said, one of the 

company’s employees told him that he couldn’t take off his monitor until he paid his debt. White offered him 

the $35 in his wallet — all the money he had. It wasn’t enough. The employee explained that he needed to 

pay at least half of the $700 he owed. Somewhere in the contract he had signed months earlier, White had 

agreed to pay his full balance “at the time of removal.” But as White saw it, the court that had ordered the 

monitor’s installation was now ordering its removal. Didn’t that count? 

“That’s the only thing that’s killing me,” White told me a few weeks later, in early March. “Why are you all 

not taking it off?” We were in his brother’s room, which, unlike White’s down the hall, had space for a 

wobbly chair. White sat on the bed, his head resting against the frame, while his brother sat on the other end 

by the TV, mumbling commands into a headset for the fantasy video game Fortnite. By then, the prosecutor 

had offered White two to three years of probation in exchange for a plea. (White is waiting to hear if he has 

been accepted into the city’s diversion program for “youthful offenders,” which would allow him to avoid 

pleading and wipe the charges from his record in a year.) 

White was wearing a loosefitting Nike track jacket and red sweats that bunched up over the top of his 

monitor. He had recently stopped charging it, and so far, the police hadn’t come knocking. “I don’t even have 

to have it on,” he said, looking down at his ankle. “But without a job, I can’t get it taken off.” In the last few 

weeks, he had sold his laptop, his phone and his TV. That cash went to rent, food and his daughter, and what 

was left barely made a dent in what he owed EMASS. 

It was a Monday — a check-in day — but he hadn’t been reporting for the past couple of weeks. He didn’t see 

the point; he didn’t have the money to get the monitor removed and the office was an hour away by bus. I 

offered him a ride. 

EMASS check-ins take place in a three-story brick building with a low-slung facade draped in ivy. The office 

doesn’t take cash payments, and a Western Union is conveniently located next door. The other men in the 

waiting room were also wearing monitors. When it was White’s turn to check-in, Buss, the bond-compliance 

officer, unclipped the band from his ankle and threw the device into a bin, White said. He wasn’t sure why 

EMASS had now softened its approach, but his debts nonetheless remained. 
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Buss calculated the money White owed going back to November: $755, plus 10% annual interest. Over the 

next nine months, EMASS expected him to make monthly payments that would add up to $850 — more than 

the court had required for his bond. White looked at the receipt and shook his head. “I get in trouble for 

living,” he said as he walked out of the office. “For being me.” 
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