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Balada de amor-Cartón de Eneko 

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/ECt_K74W4AUanA5?format=jpg&name=large  
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Desmienten aplicación de protocolo en UAdeC 

Por Diana Rodríguez 

Las estudiantes que denunciaron los casos de acoso señalan que nunca fueron atendidas

                
FOTOS: ZÓCALO | CORTESÍA 

Saltillo, Coah.- Luego de las declaraciones de Salvador Hernández Vélez, rector de la Universidad 

Autónoma de Coahuila, con respecto a que se está aplicando el Protocolo para Prevenir y Sancionar, 

Reparar Violencia y Discriminación, y que se está brindando atención a las estudiantes que 

denunciaron los casos de acoso, la Red de Confianza, integrada por alumnas de la Facultad de 

Jurisprudencia publicó un pronunciamiento en redes sociales desmintiendo tales acciones. 

 

En el escrito aseguran que fueron ellas las que exigieron la aplicación de las medidas cautelares, 

además señalan que han recibido negativas al momento de solicitar información al Consejo Directivo y 

Consejo Universitario, donde la respuesta que les dieron por medio de un mensaje fue “ya me dijeron 

los de arriba que vaya y haga una cita con el secretario general de Rectoría si tiene dudas”, mismo que 

anexaron al documento que difundieron varias estudiantes en sus cuentas de Facebook. 

 

Además, en la publicación de las integrantes de la red, responsabilizan al rector de las amenazas y 

ataques que están sufriendo por dar seguimiento a los casos que surgieron a raíz del buzón de denuncia 

que se aplicó en varias facultades de la Universidad donde hubo señalamientos contra alumnos y 

maestros. 

 http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/desmienten-aplicacion-de-protocolo-en-uadec  

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo_autor/1685
http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/desmienten-aplicacion-de-protocolo-en-uadec
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Se disculpa rector por violencia de género 

Por Teresa Quiroz 

La máxima autoridad educativa de la universidad precisó que de ahora en adelante se trabajará de la 

mano con las estudiantes 

 

Foto: Especial 

Saltillo, Coah.- Tras sostener una reunión con alumnas víctimas de violencia de género al interior de 

la Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila, el rector de la máxima casa de estudios del estado, Salvador 

Hernández Vélez, ofreció una disculpa pos sus más recientes declaraciones donde revictimizaba a las 

mujeres afectadas de la facultad de jurisprudencia. 

 

“Ya les ofrecí una disculpa y la hago pública, mis declaraciones no fueron las correctas”, aseguró.  

La máxima autoridad educativa de la universidad precisó que de ahora en adelante se trabajará de la 

mano con las estudiantes a fin de salvaguardar su integridad. 

 

Hernández Vélez aseguró que las personas que actualmente siguen un proceso en su contra tienen 

prohibida la entrada a las instalaciones de la universidad, precisando que hasta el momento son tres los 

hombres en esta situación.  

 

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo_autor/1694
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“Son un alumno de jurisprudencia, un catedrático de la Narváez y un administrativo que ya fue dado 

de baja”, informó.   

 

                                                                               http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/se-disculpa-

rector-por-violencia-de-genero-en-la-uadec  

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/se-disculpa-rector-por-violencia-de-genero-en-la-uadec
http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/se-disculpa-rector-por-violencia-de-genero-en-la-uadec
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 Lectora de Saramago     @saramaguiana 

 

#Saramago en El Cuaderno del año del Nóbel "En el Ensayo no se lagrimean las penas íntimas de 

personajes inventados, lo que allí se estará gritando es este interminable y absurdo dolor del mundo." 

#LaCafeteraHanVuelto #Wallerstein #Refugees #Ecofascismo 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/saramaguiana
https://twitter.com/saramaguiana
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Saramago?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/LaCafeteraHanVuelto?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Wallerstein?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Refugees?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ecofascismo?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/saramaguiana/status/1168414012264058880/photo/1
https://twitter.com/saramaguiana/status/1168414012264058880/photo/1
https://twitter.com/saramaguiana
https://twitter.com/saramaguiana/status/1168414012264058880/photo/1
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CONTRA LOS FEMINICIDIOS 

Protestan mujeres de Saltillo 

Mujeres de varios colectivos se unieron a la protesta, donde piden atención de las autoridades en el caso de 

los feminicidios. Sonia Pérez / EL DIARIO 

LOCALES 

domingo, 1 de septiembre de 2019 · 01:20 

Por Sonia Pérez 

Una manifestación para exigir justicia a los 21 feminicidios registrados en Coahuila de manera oficial en lo 

que va del año, así como el respeto y reglamentos que se cumplan, un grupo de mujeres de seis colectivos 

feministas se manifestó este sábado en la Alameda Zaragoza. 

Encabezados por Martha Mónica Rosales, las mujeres se expresaron frente a la Biblioteca de la Alameda 

Zaragoza luego de manifestar que oficialmente se están ocultando las cifras pues existe una cifra negra de 

casos porque no se llegan a integrar como carpetas de investigación como tal o, porque las autoridades no 

quieren incrementar sus cifras. 

“Exigimos el mayor peso de la Ley para los agresores que han sido detenidos  y para los que detengan, porque 

en base a los castigos que se les apliquen; la misma sociedad se dará cuenta de que no es tan sencillo y tan 

fácil como ir a matar, violar y golpear sin que les pase nada”, dijo. 

PIDEN ATENCIÓN 

Indicó que las cifras pudieran ser mucho más altas debido a la violencia que padecen las mujeres como fue el 

caso de la colonia Valencia, donde se habla de un crimen pasional cuando este no existe como delito. 

https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/locales/2019/9/1/protestan-mujeres-de-saltillo-837631.html
https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/u/fotografias/fotosnoticias/2019/8/31/794714.jpg
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La concentración fue convocada por seis colectivos de Saltillo donde se unieron también personas de la 

sociedad en la búsqueda de visibilizar esta situación. 

 

Durante esta manifestación se lanzó un llamado a las autoridades para que se les atienda, pues las mujeres no 

requieren de un reglamento y leyes que se queden en los escritorios y en las dependencias. 

“Necesitamos verdaderos proyectos que nos  beneficien a las mujeres, que los maridos, los esposos entiendan 

que están mal porque las mujeres somos  personas independientemente de edad, identidad sexual y que son 

mujeres y merecen respeto”, recalcó. 

https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/locales/2019/9/1/protestan-mujeres-de-saltillo-837631.html  

https://www.eldiariodecoahuila.com.mx/locales/2019/9/1/protestan-mujeres-de-saltillo-837631.html
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FEMEN Turkey   @FEMEN_Turkey 

#KazDağlarıHepimizin! Kanadalı Alamos Gold’un Kaz Dağları’nda başlattığı proje kapsamında 200 bin ağaç 

kesildi! FEMEN, tüm kamuoyunu olayın takipçisi olmaya devam etmeye çağırıyor! Kaz Dağları’nın üstü 

altından daha değerlidir! Bugün ne kadar çok altın, yarın o kadar az yaşam! 

#KazDağlarıHepimizin ! ¡Se cortaron 200 mil árboles dentro del alcance del proyecto iniciado por el 

canadiense Alamos Gold en las montañas Kaz! ¡FEMEN pide al público que continúe siguiendo el evento! 

¡La cima de las montañas Kaz vale más que el oro! ¡Cuanto más oro hoy, menos vida mañana! 

 

 

https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey
https://twitter.com/hashtag/KazDa%C4%9Flar%C4%B1Hepimizin?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/KazDa%C4%9Flar%C4%B1Hepimizin?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey/status/1161604566036692992/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey/status/1161604566036692992/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Turkey/status/1161604566036692992/photo/1
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Derechos Humanos-Cartón de Turcios 

https://www.elheraldo.co/caricaturas/el-mundo-de-turcios-661003  
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The Striking Outlier: The Persistent, Painful, and Problematic Practice of Corporal Punishment in 

Schools 

  

Introduction  

by Derrick Johnson, President and CEO, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) 

Students of color in this country far too often face barriers to receiving quality public education – from 

unequal resources in schools, to overly punitive discipline administered more often to children of color. 

As the nation’s oldest and largest nonpartisan civil rights organization, for more than a century, the NAACP 

has worked to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of all persons and to eliminate 

race-based discrimination. Equal access to public education and eliminating the severe racial inequities that 

continue to plague our education system is at the core of our mission. 

This new report from the Southern Poverty Law Center and the UCLA Center for Civil Rights Remedies 

brings new light to the practice of corporal punishment in schools. When an educator strikes a student in 

school, it can have a devastating impact on the child’s opportunity to learn in a safe, healthy, and welcoming 

environment. This is dangerous for all students, but corporal punishment is administered disproportionately to 

students of color in our nation’s public schools. 

The practice of striking students in school is banned in most states and only practiced in a small portion of our 

nation’s schools. Even in the minority of states that allow the practice, corporal punishment is generally 

prohibited in day care centers, foster care systems, and a host of other public settings for children. 

Where corporal punishment is used in schools, black students and students with disabilities are more likely to 

be struck by an educator. The analysis in this report takes a close look at the data among schools that 

administer corporal punishment. It finds that black boys are about twice as likely to receive corporal 

punishment as white boys, and black girls are three times as likely as white girls. In more than half of the 

schools that practice corporal punishment, educators hit students with disabilities at a higher rate than those 

without disabilities. Four states – Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Texas – account for more than 70 

percent of all students receiving corporal punishment in our nation’s public schools. 

This data should shock our conscience – not only because studies show that students of color do not 

misbehave any more than their white peers, but because the impact of corporal punishment can be devastating 

on a student’s ability to learn and succeed. 

There are much more effective ways to promote positive behavior, ways that keep students safe and in the 

classroom. Every child deserves the opportunity to attend school free from harm and free to learn. The 

minority of states that still allow corporal punishment in our schools should join the rest of the country in 

prohibiting this dangerous and discriminatory practice. 

https://www.splcenter.org/news/2019/03/12/florida-legislators-announce-bill-ensure-structurally-sound-schools-all-students-state
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2019/03/12/florida-legislators-announce-bill-ensure-structurally-sound-schools-all-students-state
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2007/06/12/splc-complaint-alleges-neglect-and-abuse-special-education-students-mississippi-school
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2007/06/12/splc-complaint-alleges-neglect-and-abuse-special-education-students-mississippi-school
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Download the report here. 

Photo by Tulsa World/Stephen Pingry 

Executive Summary 

It can still be heard in some American schools: The sound of a wooden paddle striking the backside of a child. 

During the 2013-14 school year, more than 600 students were struck in public schools each day in the United 

States. It’s a practice that is still allowed in thousands of public schools even though it’s generally prohibited 

in daycare centers, foster care systems and a host of other settings for children. 

Proponents of corporal punishment contend it’s necessary in school. They portray it as a tool of last resort for 

the worst-behaving students, one that’s necessary to enforce classroom order. It’s a harsh punishment, 

supporters say, but a judicious one. 

It is indeed harsh but certainly not judicious. In fact, whether a child faces the possibility of corporal 

punishment in school is — for them — largely a matter of chance, an accident of where they happen to live. 

And, as this report shows, within schools where it is practiced, the impact falls disproportionately on black 

children and children with disabilities. 

Corporal punishment was still practiced in 11 percent of U.S. school districts (1,467 out of 13,491) during the 

2013–14 school year. But within those districts, it occurred in just more than half of the schools (4,294 out of 

nearly 8,000). Overall, 96 percent of the nation’s 98,176 public schools do not practice corporal punishment, 

according to the National Center for Education Statistics. 

While corporal punishment is illegal in a majority of the states, it remains deeply entrenched in the South. Ten 

Southern states account for more than three-quarters of all corporal punishment in public schools. Just four of 

those states— Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas and Texas—account for more than 70 percent. Mississippi 

alone is responsible for almost one-quarter of all corporal punishment. 

Because of its methodology, this report provides a clearer picture than previous studies of the use of corporal 

punishment in schools and the disparities in its application. Earlier studies have included student populations 

from entire states or entire districts where corporal punishment was practiced, even when it was used in only a 

small fraction of the individual schools within those jurisdictions. 

Corporal punishment rates were, therefore, skewed downward because of the inclusion of many students who, 

because of an individual school’s policy or practice, were never subject to corporal punishment. This report, 

in contrast, examines only the data (student populations and paddling incidents) from schools where it is used. 

It relies on data from the U.S. Department of Education’s Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), primarily 

from the 2013-14 school year. 

Using this methodology, we found that children face a much higher likelihood of being struck than previous 

studies have found. Moreover, in such schools where corporal punishment is practiced, black students and 

students with disabilities are more likely to be struck than white students and those without disabilities. 

https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/com_corporal_punishment_final_web.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/signs-change-some-southern-states-communities
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AP Images/Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call 

This report finds that: 

• Within the schools that practice corporal punishment, about 5.6 percent of students were struck during the 

2013–14 school year. The rates were as high as 9.3 percent (Mississippi), 7.5 percent (Arkansas) and 5.9 

percent (Alabama). In 2015–16, 5.3 percent of students were struck in schools that practice corporal 

punishment. 

• Black boys were nearly twice as likely to be struck as white boys (14 percent vs. 7.5 percent) in 2013–14. 

Black girls were more than three times as likely to be struck as white girls (5.2 percent vs. 1.7 percent). The 

2015–16 data show that despite a slight overall decline, the rates are still high, and a racial gap persists 

between black students and white students. Such racial disparities are troubling, because other research shows 

that black students do not misbehave more than white students. 

• Nearly half (43.8 percent) of all black girls receiving corporal punishment in schools were in Mississippi in 

2013–14 (4,716 black girls). No other state comes close to eclipsing Mississippi as the state with the highest 

share of all incidents involving the corporal punishment of black girls. 
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• In more than half of the schools that practice corporal punishment, students with disabilities were struck at 

higher rates than those without disabilities in 2013–14. This finding raises troubling concerns about the 

disparate treatment of students with disabilities, who are too often punished for behaviors arising from their 

disability, for which they should receive appropriate supports, not corporal punishment. 

Concerns that students of color and students with disabilities are struck more often than other students extend 

beyond the initial trauma inflicted. Previous research has shown that corporal punishment does not correct a 

student’s behavior and that it increases the possibility that a student will become entangled in the justice 

system. In this respect, school-based corporal punishment contributes to the school-to-prison pipeline — the 

harsh cycle of punitive policies, practices and procedures that pushes children out of school and into the 

juvenile and criminal justice systems, often for minor infractions and those that are judged subjectively. 

 

The luck of the draw 

Whether a child is subject to corporal punishment for misbehavior depends wholly upon the policies adopted 

by states and, in many cases, their individual districts and schools. Thirty-one states have banned corporal 

punishment in schools. In the remaining 19 states, nearly 8,000 schools lie within districts that practice it. Of 

those schools, however, almost 45 percent don’t practice it. 

This means that children attending different schools in the same district can have vastly different 

experiences when it comes to discipline. One school may use evidence-based practices that provide positive, 

corrective consequences for students and put them back on track. But, at a nearby school, children engaging 

in the same misbehavior may be struck. 

https://www.splcenter.org/where-corporal-punishment-has-been-banned
https://www.splcenter.org/where-corporal-punishment-has-been-banned
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2017/05/23/splc-suit-mississippi-violates-binding-obligation-provide-%E2%80%98uniform%E2%80%99-system-public-education
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2017/05/23/splc-suit-mississippi-violates-binding-obligation-provide-%E2%80%98uniform%E2%80%99-system-public-education
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What emerges is the clearest picture yet that corporal punishment disproportionately harms the nation’s most 

vulnerable students. It’s a practice that destroys students’ trust in educators — trust that’s necessary for strong 

learning relationships. It’s a practice researchers have found to be ineffective and unsound for education. And 

it’s a practice that psychologists have warned is not only harmful to children, but especially harmful to abused 

children or those who have experienced trauma. 

Unsurprisingly, the majority of states and more than 100 countries worldwide have decided corporal 

punishment does not belong in their schools. And even in U.S. school districts that allow corporal 

punishment, many schools have realized they don’t need it when a range of evidence-based discipline 

programs is available. 

Quite simply, there is no need to strike children in school. 

Recommendations are offered at the end of the report. 

 

General Findings 

Linda Pee was stunned and outraged by what she saw. 

Her daughter, Audrey, had purple bruises from the paddling she had received at her school in Webster 

County, Mississippi. The sixth grader’s offense: She had been late for gym class. 

The coach lined Audrey up with nine other tardy students and paddled them in front of their classmates. The 

blows were delivered with a paddle that appeared to be “a flattened baseball bat … a piece of wood about 15 
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inches long, three inches wide, and an inch thick,” the girl’s mother would later tell a congressional 

subcommittee in written testimony at a 2010 hearing on corporal punishment. 1 

Audrey received a single blow. 

“[Y]ou could see the mark of the paddle across her buttocks,” her mother testified at the hearing by the U.S. 

House Subcommittee on Healthy Families and Communities. Pee had previously signed a document allowing 

her daughter to be paddled, but didn’t expect what she saw: “[I]t never occurred to me she could be injured 

from it. I thought she would be safe in school.”2 

She made it clear to the school that she would no longer allow her daughter to be paddled. And it wasn’t an 

issue for the next few years. In March 2007, with only a few months to go before graduation, Audrey was 

paddled. The young woman’s offense: She had worn sweat pants that exposed her ankles — a violation of the 

school dress code. 

This time she received two blows. 

“She was paddled in first period and she had bruises all over her by third period,” her mother testified.3 

The school later said it couldn’t find the form she’d signed opting Audrey out of corporal punishment. As 

Linda reflected on the situation during her oral testimony before the panel, she summed up the experience: “I 

don’t think [anyone] should be hitting [anyone] else’s children. It’s not the type of decision teachers or 

principals should make — it’s too complicated and too much can go wrong.”4 

In 19 states,5 however, educators in public schools are allowed to do what employees in many prisons, 

juvenile detention facilities, daycare and early learning centers can’t do by law — strike another person as 

punishment. 

As more than half of the states have banned corporal punishment in schools since the 1970s, the number of 

students corporally punished out of all public school students in the country has declined from 4 percent in the 

1970s to less than 1 percent in recent years.6 And more than 100 professional organizations representing 

pediatricians, child psychologists and educators have called for its abolition.7 In 2016, the U.S. Department of 

Education sent a letter urging state leaders to end corporal punishment in schools because of the practice’s 

link to harmful short-term and long-term impacts on students.8 

But in those 19 states, corporal punishment remains a viable option for disciplining students. And each school 

year, a staggering number of students feel the sting of being hit at school more than 600 students a day.9 

A new look at an old punishment 

Where previous research has examined how school districts allow corporal punishment, this report examines 

it at the school level — eliminating schools that do not practice corporal punishment in districts and states that 

practice it. The report focuses solely on the public schools that use corporal punishment by examining data 

from the Civil Rights Data Collection at the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, which is 

reported to the federal government by schools and districts every two years. When examining a state’s or 
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district’s use of corporal punishment, this report includes only schools within that state or district that practice 

it. 
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Most of the analyses in this report focus on data from the 2013-14 school year, but it also includes some 

2015-16 data, to confirm the trends in corporal punishment. In the 2015-16 data collection, a new survey item 

regarding corporal punishment was introduced (discussed in the Methodology section), which can cause 

confusion in reporting and, occasionally, unreliable data. 

In the 2013-14 school year, 4,294 schools reported students receiving corporal punishment, which amounted 

to a little more than half (56 percent) of the schools in the districts that practice corporal punishment. (More 

information about the analysis is found in the methodology section.) 

What emerges is a greater — and more detailed — understanding of corporal punishment in schools that 

paints a bleaker picture. This report finds that, among students attending schools that practice corporal 

punishment, the rate of students struck in school at least once is 5.6 percent in the 2013–14 school year. This 

is compared to a rate of 3.3 percent among the states that allow corporal punishment, when schools that did 

not administer corporal punishment are included. 

The report’s findings also provide a more detailed look at the disproportionate impact of corporal punishment 

on black students and students with disabilities. What’s more, its findings show that the likelihood of a 

student being struck in school appears to depend mostly on where the child lives. 

A look at the states 

Mississippi had the highest corporal punishment rate of all states examined — with over 9 percent of the 

students enrolled in public schools that allowed the practice struck during the 2013-14 and 2015-16 school 

years. In the 2013-14 school year, this amounted to 25,339 students out of around 270,000 students. 

Mississippi not only tops the list for the percentage of students struck in schools, but also the overall number 

of students struck in school in 2013-14 nationwide. Texas, a far more populous state, struck 19,157 students 

in school that same year—6,000 fewer students than Mississippi, despite having almost 420,000 students 

enrolled in schools that allow corporal punishment. 

Arkansas had the second-highest corporal punishment rate at 7.5 percent (14,849 students were struck in 

school out of 196,941 students enrolled in practicing schools). Missouri struck students in school at a rate of 

6.1 percent (3,273 students out of 53,644), and Alabama at a rate of 5.9 percent (18,696 students out of 

315,721). 

A look at school districts 

These state-level rates and numbers capture the differences in risk of being struck in school between one state 

and the next. However, among the districts where some schools still practice corporal punishment, there is 

greater variation in a student’s risk of being struck in school. Because these rates are annual numbers, and 

therefore a snapshot in time, the data presented here do not fully capture a student’s risk of receiving corporal 

punishment: they may not have received it in the 2013–14 school year, but if they are enrolled in a school or 

district that permits the practice, they risk being struck in school each year of their education. 

With a corporal punishment rate of 56.8 percent, the Carroll County School District in Mississippi had the 

highest overall rate for any school district in 2013-14. The district had 532 students. Mississippi’s Yazoo City 

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/twenty-states-still-use-the-paddle
https://www.wjtv.com/news/local-news/special-report-corporal-punishment-in-mississippi-schools/1794781960
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Municipal School District struck students at a rate of 41.1 percent, which represents a staggering 1,030 

students struck in school out of more than 2,500 students enrolled. (While both districts made improvements 

in their corporal punishment rates in the 2015-16 school year, they remained above average statewide.) 

 

This report analyzed the 25 school districts with the highest corporal punishment rates in 2013-14. Each of 

these districts struck more than one out of every five students. In other words, the risk for students of 

receiving corporal punishment in those schools was above 20 percent. At the East Jasper Consolidated School 

District in Heidelberg, Mississippi, for example, the district had a 31.4 percent corporal punishment rate 

among its 958 students – over 300 students were struck in school in just one school year. It was enough for 

the district to have the fifth-highest corporal punishment rate in the nation, among districts enrolling at least 

500 students. 
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Overall, in ranking all of the districts nationwide by students’ risk of receiving corporal punishment, six out of 

the top 10 school districts were in Mississippi, and four were in Arkansas. This report also found over 75 

school districts with at least 500 students enrolled had a risk for corporal punishment that exceeded 15 

percent. 

Above-average corporal punishment rates are often more pronounced at the school level. In over 200 schools 

enrolling at least 100 students each, at least one out of every five students was paddled in 2013-14. 

Within districts that allow corporal punishment, some schools frequently strike children, while others don’t 

allow the practice at all. For example, there are over 7,717 schools (of all enrollment sizes) in the districts that 

still practice corporal punishment, yet 44 percent of those schools — 3,423 — did not strike any students. 

This means a child could be enrolled in a school district that allows corporal punishment but never attend a 

school that uses it — it all depends on where the child receives their education. This fact is especially 

troubling because, as the research summarized in this report’s recommendations shows, corporal punishment 

in schools is traumatic and not educationally necessary. Other effective forms of behavior management are 

used in schools every day to help manage children’s behavior. 

 

Alamy Stock Photo/Jim West 

 

Wynell Gilbert noted as much when she testified at the same 2010 congressional hearing as Linda Pee. 

Gilbert, who was a science teacher at Erwin High School in Center Point, Alabama, at the time, emphasized 
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the power of educators getting to know their students, understanding what motivates them, and using positive 

reinforcement to promote good behavior. 

“I know firsthand the difference a teacher can make in the classroom without having to resort to the use of 

corporal punishment,” Gilbert said in her written testimony. “Even though corporal punishment is allowed in 

many Southern states, has it truly made a difference in student behavior? Based on my experiences as a 

teacher in a high school that was once known for its discipline problems, using corporal punishment is 

comparable to sweeping dirt under the rug: The problem still exists; it’s just being covered up.”10 

And too often, the human factor involved in meting out corporal punishment in schools raises a more basic 

concern for parents, which Pee highlighted during her Congressional testimony. “You can’t know what mood 

the teacher’s in [when paddling a student], whether he’s mad and swings too hard,” she said in her written 

testimony. “And you can’t know how it’ll affect a child, whether a child will be bruised or injured or worse. 

This just shouldn’t happen in schools — not to anyone’s child.”11 

What is Corporal Punishment? 

Corporal punishment, within an education setting, is generally defined as an educator intentionally inflicting 

pain on a student as a punishment to modify behavior.12The Civil Rights Data Collection defines it as 

“paddling, spanking, or other forms of physical punishment imposed on a child.” 

Schools and districts often define the number of strikes a student may receive, or the instrument that can be 

used in administering corporal punishment. For instance, the East Jasper Consolidated School District in 

Mississippi allows up to three strikes to the buttocks.13 The East Jasper student handbook does not define the 

instrument that can be used, but in Mississippi’s South Delta School District, for example, the student 

handbook specifies that paddles can be 14 to 15 inches long and 2 inches wide.14 Schools elsewhere might use 

shaved-down and flattened baseball bats or paddles up to four feet long.15 

As Human Rights Watch has noted, such variations shouldn’t be surprising since paddles are not typically 

available from school supply companies. This explains why paddles may be created in a school’s woodshop. 

Human Rights Watch has also documented corporal punishment involving children being hit with rulers, belts 

and bare hands.16 

Students from preschool to high school are still being subjected to corporal punishment. This means a student 

as young as 3 may be struck in school. Some districts may allow parents to opt their child out of corporal 

punishment, but the request is sometimes ignored, with little recourse. 

The U.S. Supreme Court set the precedent for this in the 1975 Baker v. Owen ruling, which affirmed a 

decision allowing schools to use corporal punishment on students — even if it’s against parental wishes.17 It 

provided further protections for districts administering corporal punishment in the 1977 Ingraham v. Wright 

case, when the court held that “reasonable” corporal punishment in schools does not violate students’ Eighth 

Amendment rights to be free from “cruel and unusual punishment.” 

When a student receives corporal punishment, it may take place in a classroom, an office, or a hallway, 

depending on the district’s policy. It may be the student’s teacher administering corporal punishment, or it 

may be a principal, assistant principal, or coach. States can also limit who has the authority to administer 
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corporal punishment. For example, Mississippi prohibits bus drivers,18 and Georgia bars classroom aides and 

paraprofessionals.19 

When corporal punishment occurs, policy may dictate another faculty member serve as a witness. In Georgia, 

for example, corporal punishment must be “administered in the presence of a principal or assistant principal, 

or the[ir] designee.”20 To prepare for corporal punishment, students may be asked to stand against a wall, 

bend over a chair or desk, or even get on their knees. In some schools, where a paddle is used, the student 

may be asked to pull his or her pants tightly across the buttocks to ensure thick or loose clothing doesn’t 

dampen the impact. Human Rights Watch has even reported instances where a teacher or administrator 

cinched a student’s pants with one hand and paddled with the other.21 

Where has corporal punishment been banned and what infractions result in corporal punishment?  

  

 

Getty Images/Wolfgang Kunz/Ullstein Bild 

Corporal Punishment in Schools 

Georgia allows corporal punishment in public schools. 

Georgia state law, however, bans the practice in virtually all other settings — including child care institutions 

and foster and adoption agencies — because it is considered in those settings to be “detrimental to the 

physical or mental health of any child.”22The state also bans the practice in its prisons.23 

https://www.splcenter.org/where-corporal-punishment-has-been-banned
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And yet, on any given school day, a child can be struck in a Georgia public school. 

Louisiana also allows corporal punishment of some students in public schools.24 

 

But if the same punishment is used in a juvenile detention center or an early learning center in the state, the 

facility’s license can be revoked under state law.25 

The contradictory approach state laws take to corporal punishment — allowing it in schools and prohibiting it 

nearly everywhere else — is not uncommon. A review of the law in five Southern states26 that allow the 

practice in schools found that these states not only prohibit adults from striking children in most other 

settings, but often describe corporal punishment in state-regulated settings as inappropriate, abusive and 

unethical. 

In Florida, for example, licensed out-of-home caregivers, such as foster families and group home and 

runaway shelter operators, are explicitly forbidden from using corporal punishment. Instead, they are required 

to use “positive methods of discipline.”27 State law does not clarify why only “positive methods”— and not 

corporal punishment — are appropriate in these settings, but not in Florida’s schools. 

In Alabama, corporal punishment is broadly permitted in school. Educators are allowed to use corporal 

punishment because “no student has a right to be unruly in his or her classroom to the extent that such 

disruption denies fellow students of their right to learn.”28 Even if an educator violates the district’s discipline 

policy when using corporal punishment, such a failure does “not necessarily indicate that child abuse has 

occurred” under Alabama law.29 

The latitude state law grants Alabama educators is in stark contrast to the prohibition of corporal punishment 

in the state’s foster care system, residential child care facilities, youth services centers, day care programs, 

and other settings for children and adults.30The unequivocal ban on corporal punishment in those settings, 

according to state law, is part of a broader effort to prevent the “mistreatment, neglect, and abuse of 

residents.”31 

Mississippi law similarly notes that an educator’s use of corporal punishment “does not constitute negligence 

or child abuse.”32 The state, however, unambiguously bans its use in similar settings as Alabama, including in 

https://www.splcenter.org/20120831/corporal-punishment-florida-schools
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foster care and child care facilities. Mississippi’s regulations for non-school settings repeatedly describe 

corporal punishment as a form of “maltreatment” in such settings and justify its prohibition as “the right to 

ethical treatment.” The state’s laws and regulations do not explain why an otherwise unethical practice is 

allowed in schools. 

And at the federal level, a 2011 Statement on the Inmate Discipline Program from the Federal Bureau of 

Prisons prohibits staff from imposing or allowing corporal punishment of any kind.33 

As Justin Driver, a legal scholar who has written extensively about the constitutional rights of students, notes, 

the issue of corporal punishment is particularly important “because of the sheer number of students affected,” 

and because the practice in schools strikes him as “a clear excess of the state exercising dominion over 

individual students.”34 

Negative Consequences of Corporal Punishment 

There’s no shortage of literature describing the negative outcomes of corporal punishment. A 2016 review of 

more than 250 studies found the practice linked to a range of negative consequences, from physical and 

emotional harm to poor academic performance. 35It did not find evidence of any positive outcomes.36 

What’s more, the practice fails to teach students social, emotional and behavioral skills. The following list 

summarizes some of the negative outcomes associated with school-based corporal punishment in social 

science research. 

Physical injury 

Corporal punishment in school has resulted in bruising, muscle damage, broken bones and other conditions 

requiring students to seek medical attention. One study found that up to 20,000 students subjected to the 

practice may seek medical treatment each year.37 

Lower academic gains 

A 2015 UNICEF report found increases in corporal punishment rates in schools correlated to lower gains in 

math and vocabulary scores.38 

Increased absenteeism, drop out 

Students subjected to corporal punishment have been found to avoid school and suffer from a lack of 

academic motivation as a result.39 

Increased bullying 

Research has found a correlation between corporal punishment by educators and the prevalence of bullying, 

suggesting that corporal punishment teaches students that intimidation — or bullying — is acceptable.40 

Behavioral/mental health challenge 

https://www.splcenter.org/20190501/hate-school
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Corporal punishment is associated with increased antisocial behaviors in childhood and adulthood,41 increased 

likelihood of challenging behaviors,42 and increased alcohol and drug abuse.43 Students also are more likely to 

experience self-harm, suicidal thoughts,44and lower self-esteem.45 

Disrupted recovery 

Corporal punishment also risks disrupting the recovery of students with a history of trauma, neglect and 

abuse. Such a danger is why Texas, for example, requires foster parents to prohibit schools from 

administering corporal punishment to the youth in their care.46 

Damaged relationships 

Corporal punishment damages student-teacher relationships by eroding trust and respect. Studies have found 

instances where students stopped talking to teachers after being struck in school.47 Incidents where 

administrators have broadcast instances of corporal punishment over the school intercom or threatened the 

entire student body with a paddle during assemblies —acts that inject fear and humiliation into student-

teacher relationships — have also been documented.48 The parent-school relationship can be damaged as well, 

spurring some parents to homeschool their children.49 

The Racial Disparity 

 

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/when-the-bully-is-the-principal
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Former U.S. Education Secretary John King urged governors and school leaders in states where corporal 

punishment is allowed to end a practice he said would be considered "criminal assault or battery" against an 

adult. (AP Images/Jacquelyn Martin) 

At the end of the Obama administration, U.S. Education Secretary John King sent a letter to governors and 

state school superintendents urging them to ban the use of corporal punishment in schools. 

King laid out the case against corporal punishment in the Nov. 22, 2016, letter. His message was 

straightforward: Corporal punishment in schools is “harmful, ineffective, and often disproportionately applied 

to students of color and students with disabilities, and states have the power to change [the use of this 

practice].”50 

He cited a litany of statistics to back up his assertion. 

“These data and disparities shock the conscience,” he wrote. King added: “This practice has no place in the 

public schools of a modern nation that plays such an essential role in the advancement and protection of civil 

and human rights.”51 

This report, likewise, supports previous research that shows racial disparities in the use of corporal 

punishment and takes a closer look at these disparities among the schools that practice corporal punishment. 

Corporal punishment impacts students of all races — in Kentucky, 96 percent of students attending schools 

practicing corporal punishment are white, and in Tennessee, 80 percent attending such schools are white. 

However, corporal punishment remains disproportionately administered to black students in schools. 

Nationally, in the schools where it is practiced, 5.6 percent of students are corporally punished, but 9.7 

percent of black students are struck in school—more than double the rate for white students (4.7 percent). The 

2015–16 data show that despite a slight overall decline, the rates are still high, and a racial gap persists 

between black students and white students. 

In five states, this report found the corporal punishment rate for black students in 2013–14 was at least 10 

percent.52 Missouri, which is among those five states, had a staggering 17.5 percent corporal punishment rate 

for black students — more than triple the rate of white students struck in school in that state (5.1 percent). 

(While Kentucky is included in the top five states, there were only 38 black students enrolled in schools 

practicing corporal punishment.) 
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These disparities are concerning because studies examining school discipline have demonstrated that black 

students do not misbehave more often than other students, but are punished more harshly for the same 

misbehavior. 53For example, a recent study in Louisiana found that for fights involving one white student and 

one black student, black students receive slightly longer suspensions than white students—even after 

accounting for students’ prior discipline records, background characteristics, and school attended.54 

These disparities are widespread. In Alabama’s Pike County Schools, for example, nearly one in three black 

students received corporal punishment, but only about one in 10 white students did. In that district, black 

students had a corporal punishment rate of 31.6 percent compared to 10.1 percent for white students in 2013–

14 — a gap of more than 20 percentage points, enough to land the school system among the nation’s top 25 

districts with the worst racial disparity (of those districts enrolling at least 100 black students and 100 white 

students). The enrollment of black and white students in Pike County was roughly equal (938 black students 

and 1,034 white students). This corporal punishment gap remained in the 2015–16 school year. 
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Our analysis of the 2013–14 data at the school level reveals that, of the schools enrolling at least 25 black 

students and 25 white students, more than 350 schools had a gap in corporal punishment where the risk for a 

black student to be corporally punished was at least 10 percentage points higher than a white student’s risk. 

Prior studies have found black students to be more likely than white students to receive corporal punishment, 

regardless of whether the school is majority black or white. Researchers concluded that their findings suggest 

that racial discrimination in the use of corporal punishment in schools is widespread.55 

Such racial disparities, as a previous report noted, do not go unnoticed by students. 

“[E]very time you walk down the hall you see a black kid getting whupped,” a high school student at a 

Mississippi school told researchers for a 2008 report. “I would say out of the whole school year there’s only 

about three white kids who have gotten paddled.”56 

The disparity in the use of corporal punishment also likely exacerbates achievement gaps between black and 

white students: as explained earlier, corporal punishment can harm a student’s academic performance. 

Educators should be prohibited from striking students in their care for two primary reasons. First, the data 

show that students of color and students with disabilities are more likely to receive corporal punishment. 

Second, research shows that corporal punishment is a harmful and counterproductive disciplinary practice for 

children, and is not educationally necessary. 

Schools and educators have other, more effective disciplinary tools that can be used to respond to student 

misbehavior. The unnecessary and disproportionate administration of corporal punishment thus raises civil 

rights concerns for students of color and students with disabilities in the minority of states that still allow the 

practice. Rather than relying on federal civil rights enforcement, those states can protect the students in their 

care by prohibiting the use of corporal punishment in schools. 

A look at gender, race and Mississippi 

At the national level, racial disparity persists when corporal punishment is also examined by gender. Among 

boys, black students have the highest rates of corporal punishment, with 14 percent being subjected to the 

practice. Nationally, white boys had an overall corporal punishment rate of 7.5 percent — roughly half the 

rate of their black counterparts. 

Among girls, black students were the most likely to experience corporal punishment at 5.2 percent, as 

compared to white girls, at 1.7 percent. In other words, black girls were three times as likely to be struck in 

school as white girls. 

Out of all the states, however, Mississippi holds an especially troubling distinction. It not only tops the list of 

states with the highest rate of corporal punishment, but, as this report shows, it is also at or near the highest-

ranking states for use of corporal punishment when examined by disparities in various demographic factors, 

including gender. 
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This report found that nearly half (43.8 percent) of all black girls who received corporal punishment in U.S. 

public schools in the 2013–14 school year were in Mississippi. That is, 4,716 black girls in Mississippi were 

corporally punished that year. No other state comes close to Mississippi’s share of corporal punishment for 

black girls. The state also has the largest difference in risk for corporal punishment when comparing black 

girls and white girls (a gap of 5.6 percentage points). 

 

The five schools in the country with the largest gap in corporal punishment rates between black girls and 

white girls (among schools enrolling at least 10 black girls and 10 white girls) are all in Mississippi. These 

five schools struck more than half of their black female students, and had gaps of more than 30 percentage 

points between black and white girls receiving corporal punishment. 

Mississippi also leads all other states for corporal punishment of girls, regardless of race. More than one 

quarter (27.7 percent) of all girls struck in school in the United States in 2013–14 were struck in schools in 

Mississippi.57 Texas, a state with almost 70,000 more girls enrolled in schools allowing the practice, ranks 

second with 16 percent of all girls corporally punished across the country.58 

 

These figures likely understate the issue of corporal punishment in schools, as they do not include when 

students are struck in school multiple times. In the 2015–16 school year, for the first time, the Civil Rights 

Data Collection required schools and districts to report data not just on the individual students receiving 

corporal punishment one or more times, but also on the total number of instances of corporal punishment 

administered. In the 2015–16 school year, nearly 150,000 instances of corporal punishment, administered to 

approximately 98,800 students, were reported in public schools. Nationally, this is an average of about 1.5 

instances of corporal punishment for each student that received any corporal punishment in that school year. 
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Some schools, however, reported very high average rates of how many times students were struck in school in 

the 2015–16 school year. In Mississippi, for example, Leake Central Junior High in Leake County reported 57 

individual students receiving corporal punishment, but a total of 871 instances of corporal punishment — an 

average of 15 instances per student. Liddell Elementary School in Noxubee County reported four students 

receiving corporal punishment, but a total of 60 instances of corporal punishment — also an average of 15 

times per student. 

Such troubling findings only underscore the conclusion of the former education secretary’s letter: “As the 

evidence against corporal punishment mounts, so does our moral responsibility to eliminate this practice. … It 

is difficult for a school to be considered safe or supportive if its students are fearful of being physically 

punished by the adults who are charged with supporting their learning and their future.”59 

Corporal punishment, suspension and the school-to-prison pipeline 

 

Corporal punishment’s racial disparity is particularly concerning because the practice helps feed the school-

to-prison pipeline. School officials may see corporal punishment as an alternative to out-of-school suspension 

that provides discipline without depriving the student of an education, but this reasoning is flawed. 

Previous research has shown that corporal punishment can contribute to absenteeism and dropout as students 

avoid school and suffer from a lack of academic motivation.60 It also damages student-teacher relationships, 

which are critical to academic success and to students feeling safe, welcomed and included in their schools — 

key elements of building healthy environments where exclusionary discipline is not widely used. 
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A 2015 UNICEF report found increases in corporal punishment rates correlated to lower gains in math and 

vocabulary scores.61 Research examining corporal punishment also has shown that it correlates with increased 

antisocial behaviors in childhood and adulthood,62 increased likelihood of justice system involvement,63 and 

increased alcohol and drug abuse.64This, in turn, increases the likelihood of a student being pushed out of 

school and into the justice system. 

And since corporal punishment is disproportionately meted out to black students — as well as students with 

disabilities — they’re at greater risk of being pushed into the justice system. As the National Education 

Association has said, the practice is “more than ineffective—it is harmful.” 

This suggests that the presence of corporal punishment in many schools isn’t the result of a careful 

consideration of effective discipline approaches that must be available to educators. Instead, it is likely a 

result of schools that simply favor a more punitive disciplinary approach, possibly based on history and 

tradition of the practice in schools. A 2012 report on corporal punishment in Florida schools found that school 

administrators who “philosophically agreed” with the practice were often raised in communities where 

corporal punishment was practiced. Some worked in those same communities. 

And contrary to research findings, these administrators saw the practice as beneficial to the relationship with 

the student, presenting it as a method to promote boundaries and communication. Administrators even 

described their own youthful experiences with corporal punishment in such terms.66 

“If I think you’ll learn more or remember it more if I take a paddle to you, then I’ll take the paddle to you,” 

one administrator said in the report.67 

Disproportionate corporal punishment of students with disabilities 

When Barbara68 went to school, corporal punishment was commonplace. 

“I grew up with kids being paddled all the time,” she said. “I was paddled.” 

When her two granddaughters were paddled for the first time at their K-8 school in a Deep South state, she 

said it seemed to address the behavior issue. But as she continued to care for them, it became apparent that 

corporal punishment wasn’t the answer. 

The principal paddled the girls for behavior issues, despite diagnoses of autism spectrum disorder, attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder and other conditions. When Barbara asked the principal why he couldn’t find 

some other way to discipline the girls, he replied that “it was too much paperwork.” 

One of her granddaughters was paddled five times during the school year. “The bruises hadn’t even faded 

from the fourth paddling [before she received the fifth],” she said. 

Barbara’s experience is one example of how students with disabilities are harmed by corporal punishment. 

Nationally, students with disabilities made up 15 percent of all students corporally punished in 2013–14. 
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Previous research shows that students with disabilities are often punished for behaviors resulting from the 

disability.69 This included administering corporal punishment for the symptoms of autism spectrum disorder, 

Tourette’s syndrome and other disabilities. The National Council on Disability found that students with 

disabilities are more than twice as likely to receive an out-of-school suspension than students without 

disabilities. 

A study by UCLA’s Center for Civil Rights Remedies, published in the book Closing the School Discipline 

Gap, found that one-third of all students with “emotional disturbance” were suspended at least once in 2009–

10.70 This rate is much higher than the risk for suspension for students in each of the other disability 

categories that may not have a clear link to behavior.71 It is so distinct that it raises the possibility of 

widespread discipline discrimination against this group of students.72 

When schools repeatedly discipline a student with disabilities, it may be evidence that the student is not 

receiving appropriate supports as required by law. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 

among other laws, entitles students with disabilities to additional educational and behavioral supports and 

other resources in the classroom. 

As mentioned earlier, the disproportionate disciplining of students with disabilities can also make students 

more likely to be pushed into the school-to-prison pipeline. A 2015 report found that students protected under 

the IDEA with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), for example, represented a quarter of students 

subjected to a school-related arrest despite representing only 12 percent of the overall student population.73 
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Disability disparity in the state 

This report provides a more comprehensive picture of corporal punishment at the state and local level by 

examining the rate of corporal punishment at schools that use the practice (i.e., examining the percentage of 

students with disabilities struck in school out of the total number of students with disabilities enrolled in a 

school allowing the practice). 

Despite a national corporal punishment rate of 7.3 percent for students with disabilities, several states have 

considerably higher rates. Mississippi, for example, had the nation’s highest corporal punishment rate for 

students with disabilities at 10.4 percent, which means that more than 3,400 students with disabilities were 

struck in school in 2013–14 alone.74 
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Arkansas trailed Mississippi with a rate of 8.9 percent, a figure that represents almost 2,000 students with 

disabilities. Texas rounded out the top three with 7.8 percent, which is more than 2,900 students with 

disabilities struck in school. 

When examining the disparity between a state’s corporal punishment rate for students with disabilities and its 

rate for students without disabilities, however, Texas leads all other states — in 2013–14, students with 

disabilities were struck in school at a rate of 7.8 percent, compared to 4.3 percent for students without 

disabilities. Students with disabilities were almost twice as likely as students without disabilities to be struck 

in school. 

In Georgia, 7.4 percent of students with disabilities, compared to 4.6 percent of students without disabilities, 

were struck in school. Florida struck 5.4 percent of students with disabilities enrolled in practicing schools—

well above the 3.1 percent rate for students without disabilities. 

 

Disability disparity in schools and districts 

When researchers for this report examined school- and district-level data from across the country, it also 

demonstrated in stark terms that students with disabilities are struck in school at a greater rate than their 

classmates without disabilities. 
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Educators in Lake County Schools in Tennessee struck students with disabilities at a rate of 60.7 percent in 

2013–14, compared to 15 percent of students without disabilities. In other words, students with disabilities 

were four times as likely to be struck in school. As noted below, Tennessee recognized these troubling 

disparities and has since limited the use of corporal punishment for students with disabilities in 2018. Another 

concerning pattern is that in Texas’ Martinsville Independent School District, corporal punishment was only 

used on children with disabilities. 

None of the 10 school districts with the greatest gaps in corporal punishment rates in 2013–14 had a gap of 

less than 24 percentage points between students with disabilities and those without. And all of the top 10 

districts struck at least one-third of their students with disabilities. 

More than half of the schools that practice corporal punishment in the United States strike students with 

disabilities at a higher rate than those without disabilities (of those schools enrolling at least 10 students with 

disabilities and 10 students without disabilities). This amounted to nearly 2,200 schools. In 98 of these 

schools, corporal punishment was only used on students with disabilities. 

‘That’ll straighten them up’ 

 

As for Barbara, she knew she had to take action after her granddaughter’s fifth paddling of the school year. 

She wrote a letter to the school asking that her granddaughter not be subjected to corporal punishment. 

The school’s response: Don’t return to school next year. 

The school’s decision was a blessing, Barbara said. After starting the new school, her granddaughter received 

As in her school work, including for conduct. Barbara, however, recognizes that students with disabilities at 

other schools are likely enduring needless corporal punishment. 

“Most people their first solution is, ‘We’re just going to paddle them and that’ll straighten them up,’” she 

said. 
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In some Southern states, there have been signs of change. 

 

Alamy Stock Photo/Katharine Andriotis 

Recommendations 

As the findings of this report make clear, the use of corporal punishment in schools is a harmful, ineffective 

form of discipline. It is disproportionately meted out along lines of race, gender and disability. And, far too 

often, it’s used for minor or subjective infractions often based on developmentally appropriate misbehavior, 

such as dress code violations, talking back and running. 

The potential damage to students extends beyond physical pain. Corporal punishment risks increasing 

antisocial behavior and can lead to dropout. It contributes to poor mental health, depression, stress and 

anxiety. It damages a child’s relationships with educators. It also risks pushing students into the school-to-

prison pipeline. The following recommendations offer reform at the local, state and federal level. 

Ban corporal punishment in schools 

Corporal punishment has no place in schools. The harmful effects of this anachronistic practice are well-

documented. Federal, state and local government officials should support efforts to remove it from public 

schools. 

Support alternatives to corporal punishment 

https://www.splcenter.org/signs-change-some-southern-states-communities
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Educators, policymakers and advocates must ensure that a prohibition of corporal punishment does not end up 

promoting other negative punishments. A ban on corporal punishment should be accompanied by classroom 

and behavior management training for educators. Schools need funding, training and support to establish 

alternative, evidence-based discipline programs. A list of research-based alternatives to corporal punishment 

is included in this section. 

Don’t replace corporal punishment with out-of-school suspension or other punitive disciplinary measures 

Replacing corporal punishment with out-of-school suspension or other punitive disciplinary measures simply 

substitutes one negative punishment for another. Such measures deprive a child of an education and risk 

pushing the student into the school-to-prison pipeline. Educators must support evidence-based alternatives. 

Where corporal punishment isn’t banned, its use should be minimized 

States that continue to allow corporal punishment in schools should adopt policies that require parents to opt 

into a school’s corporal punishment practices if they want their child to be subject to it. School staff should 

receive training to improve their understanding of students with disabilities to prevent these students from 

being struck in school for their manifestations of disability. When a state continues to allow corporal 

punishment, it should collect, review and publish data on how it is used, including data on the students 

receiving it. 

Alternatives to corporal punishment 

Schools that end corporal punishment should not replace it with ineffective and counterproductive punitive 

practices, such as out-of-school suspension and expulsion. There are research-based, and often low-cost, 

programs that can help create a positive learning environment and address challenging behaviors. 

The following list includes several recommended approaches that can be used by schools. A key to ensuring 

success with any evidence-based program is a relationship of trust and care between students and educators 

— a relationship that is difficult, if not impossible, to develop when a school uses corporal punishment. 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is a research-based method for improving student 

behavior and creating a safe and productive school climate. It’s based on an understanding that teachers don’t 

control students, but instead seek to support them in their own behavior development process, and that 

students engaging in difficult behaviors should be treated with dignity, respect and compassion. 

PBIS schools set clear expectations for behavior, acknowledge and reward appropriate behavior and 

implement a consistent set of consequences for misbehavior. Students with serious or chronic behavior 

challenges are assessed to determine the cause of the ongoing misbehavior and tailor interventions and 

supports to address it. 

All personnel in PBIS schools are trained in the practice, which is used throughout the school, including the 

cafeteria, the buses and the hallways. The schools rely on data, such as office referrals, to develop and modify 

their approach (e.g. “When/where do most office referrals occur? Which teachers are referring the most 

students? Which students are most often referred?”) 
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Schools that effectively use PBIS have reduced office referral rates — and, consequently, suspension and 

expulsion rates — by up to 50 percent per year. They have also reported improved academic achievement and 

reduced dropout rates. 

For more information: bit.ly/2Er8dKu. 

Restorative justice holds students accountable to members of the school community for challenging behavior. 

It helps repair the damage caused by the behavior by allowing those harmed to express grievances. All of the 

people involved in the incident are brought together to determine what happened and what response might 

make things better, allowing people who have harmed others to take responsibility for their behavior, for 

those who have experienced harm to heal, and for everyone to be involved in creating a safer school 

community. 

For more information: edut.to/2fHYbVn. A Toolkit on Restoring Justice can be found atbit.ly/2rxVZa9. 

Mentoring helps marginalized or disconnected students reconnect to school and to the community through 

tutoring, discussions, field trips, or community service. Evaluations of mentoring programs show that they 

can raise self-esteem and career aspirations, and improve social skills and academic achievement. 

For more information: mentoring.org 

Conflict resolution and peer mediation programs have been used by schools to successfully address behavior 

issues. They teach students the attitudes and skills necessary to handle conflict, such as empathy and 

perspective. 

Students can be trained to act as peer mediators to help classmates defuse conflicts in halls and classrooms. 

They can also help students reach a resolution through mediation sessions and shared problem-solving. Peer 

mediation puts conflict resolution back into the hands of the students, giving them a sense of ownership in 

working toward solutions. Schoolwide conflict resolution efforts have shown positive outcomes, including 

decreased physical violence, increased student cooperation, and lower suspension and expulsion rates. 

For more information: bit.ly/2PqzZsa. 

Anger management and counseling programs help students understand and manage feelings of anger. They 

provide them with tools to prevent negative feelings from escalating and leading to confrontations with 

others. Effective programs have led to decreases in disruptive and aggressive behavior, increases in pro-social 

behavior, better social acceptance by peers and increased on-task behavior. 

For more information: bit.ly/2B7rVqc. 
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About This Report 

Methodology 

This report uses data from the Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), part of the U.S. Department of 

Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR). The agency is the source for discipline data from most school 

districts in the nation. The data is collected from all public schools — over 96,000. This report focused 

exclusively on the schools that reported corporal punishment. 

Under federal regulations, all schools and districts receiving funding from the U.S. Department of Education 

are required to submit CRDC survey data biennially.75 School officials are required to certify the accuracy of 

the data. The data are sometimes referred to as the “OCR” or “CRDC” data; the two are identical. 

The 2013–14 dataset used in this report were made available to the public in August 2016, and the 2015–16 

dataset was made available in 2018. The public can access this data through ocrdata.ed.gov. This report uses 

the CRDC’s data on students experiencing corporal punishment. 

To get a more accurate sense of the use of corporal punishment, its unequal application, and its relationship to 

other forms of discipline, this report focuses on the 4,294 schools that practiced it. Although the raw data used 

in this report are available to any researcher, the analysis broken down by exclusively schools that practice 

corporal punishment is unique to this report. 

The CRDC reports corporal punishment by looking at the number of students who experienced the discipline 

practice at least once. For the 2015–16 school year, the CRDC required for the first time schools and districts 

to report both unduplicated counts of students receiving corporal punishment, as well as the total number of 

corporal punishment instances administered to students. When a new survey item is introduced, it can cause 

confusion in reporting and the data can therefore be unreliable. For this reason, with the modification to the 

2015–16 data collection, this report focuses on the 2013–14 school year. 

For all years reviewed, we identified some slight flaws in the data. For example, some states that do not 

practice corporal punishment had schools reporting instances of the practice. Some schools reported a greater 

number of students receiving corporal punishment than the total population of students. Note also that the 

CRDC data is privacy-protected by rounding student counts in groups of three to prevent the disclosure of 

individual student information. For example, student counts from 1-3 are rounded to two, and student counts 

from 4-6 are rounded to five. True zeros are revealed where possible. In general, the distortion of rounding 
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one student to two is balanced by the rounding down of three students to two. However, both the enrollment 

data and the number of students receiving corporal punishment were rounded off at the school level. 

For statewide and national analyses, all schools reporting instances of corporal punishment are included. For 

district-level analyses of overall rates of corporal punishment, districts with fewer than 500 total students 

enrolled were eliminated. With district-level analyses of racial gaps, districts with fewer than 100 black 

students and 100 white students were eliminated. District level analyses of disability gaps had districts with 

fewer than 50 students with disabilities and 50 students without disabilities enrolled eliminated. 

For school-level analyses of racial gaps, schools with fewer than 25 black students and 25 white students were 

eliminated; for school-level analyses of disability gaps, schools with fewer than 10 students with disabilities 

and 10 students without disabilities were eliminated. These eliminations of schools and districts with small 

subgroup populations allowed for adequate comparison among schools and districts. 

Students with disabilities included only children receiving services under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (1990). 

This report examines the discipline gaps between black and white students and the gap between students with 

disabilities and those without. We purposefully focus on the underlying risk for being subjected to corporal 

punishment, and describe the disparity by subtracting. The resulting differences are also referred to as the 

racial gap or disability gap. These are absolute differences and not purely relative ratios. Because the research 

indicates that being subjected to corporal punishment is harmful to all students, we chose to measure the 

differences in a way that could also convey a sense of the underlying risk for being struck in school. This 

report did not track the trends for other students (Asian Americans, Hispanics, Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders, 

American Indians, etc.) because of the low number of students within these groups experiencing corporal 

punishment. 

Racial disparities, however, exist with other students as well. This analysis, however, focused on disparities 

between black and white students because of the pervasiveness and student sample size. 

Appendix 

Corporal Punishment Myths 

A number of arguments have been presented over the years to justify corporal punishment. Most of these 

arguments perpetuate myths. Others are based on anecdotes from childhood experiences with corporal 

punishment. Few, if any, of these arguments are backed by sound evidence. The arguments are, however, 

often presented as fact and used to promote and preserve the practice. This section explores some of the more 

common arguments and provides responses to counter them. 

“Corporal punishment is an immediate consequence to an action, and there’s no down time. … It’s really 

pretty effective.”76 

Saving time and money does not outweigh the many harmful long-term consequences of corporal punishment 

in schools. Even if short-term compliance is achieved, corporal punishment fails to promote the development 
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of the skills and self-regulation necessary for a student’s long-term compliance. As one superintendent put it: 

“[B]ecause you get compliance does not mean you have control.”77 

“We only use it as a last resort. We warn the students several times.” 

Despite the oft-cited last-resort argument, studies suggest that corporal punishment is used without regard to a 

child’s current or previous rule-breaking behavior.78 What’s more, the last-resort justification teaches children 

that it is acceptable for a frustrated or angry adult to respond to a situation with violence. 

“It was the student’s choice.” 

At many schools, children who have violated school rules face a choice between corporal punishment and 

out-of-school suspension. It’s a “choice” that fails to help the student on a number of levels. First, neither 

corporal punishment nor out-of-school suspension are proven methods of putting a child back on track for 

academic success. Second, the “choice” offered is frequently a false choice. The boredom of Saturday school 

or detention may coerce the student to choose corporal punishment.79 

Finally, educators taking this approach are imparting dangerous lessons. Students learn that choosing corporal 

punishment is a way to escape further accountability, because parents are less likely to learn about a child’s 

misbehavior when he or she chooses corporal punishment. 

“Without consequences, students will be out of control. Misbehavior and delinquency will increase.” 

This argument presents the banning of corporal punishment as if it’s an unprecedented action that risks chaos 

in the classroom. It’s not. Thirty-one states have banned the practice. And no research has documented an 

increase in misbehavior after its elimination. What’s more, states banning corporal punishment have not seen 

an increase in public safety issues.80 Contrary to this argument, there are clearly other ways to hold children 

accountable for their behavior. 

“Our school lacks resources and training for alternative methods of discipline.” 

A dollar amount should not determine whether a student is free from corporal punishment. Schools may not 

have the resources necessary to replace corporal punishment with supervised in-school suspension or 

detention, but evidence-based discipline practices — such as restorative justice — can be adopted at relatively 

little cost. 
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Brinda protección la CDHEC a periodista de Parras ante agresiones 

El Demócrata / hace 16 horas 

 

Saltillo, Coah., 02 de septiembre 2019.- La Comisión de Derechos Humanos del Estado de Coahuila dará toda 

la protección posible al periodista de Parras, Ricardo Martínez así como a su familia luego del tercer ataque 

que sufriera el comunicador ayer por la noche. 

Entrevistado vía telefónica por el periodista Sergio Alvizo, el presidente de la CDHEC, Hugo Morales Valdés 

dio a conocer que ya se investigaban dos denuncias anteriores, una por la detención arbitraria de la que fue 

objeto el periodista a manos de policías municipales y la segunda por el secuestro e intento de violación de 

una hermana del comunicador. 

Asimismo afirmó que hasta hoy tuvieron conocimiento de un segundo ataque al familiar de Ricardo Martínez 

y que ya se pusieron en contacto con él para ofrecerle todo el apoyo y protección de la dependencia a fin de 

evitar que continúen los ataques en su contra. 

“Estamos en seguimiento de las denuncias presentadas con anterioridad y estaremos en contacto con el 

periodista de Parras para conocer lo ocurrido a su familiar. 

https://democratacoahuila.com/2019/09/02/brinda-proteccion-la-cdhec-a-periodista-de-parras-ante-agresiones/  

https://democratacoahuila.com/author/jesusmariogonzal/
https://democratacoahuila.com/2019/09/02/brinda-proteccion-la-cdhec-a-periodista-de-parras-ante-agresiones/
https://democratacoahuila.com/2019/09/02/brinda-proteccion-la-cdhec-a-periodista-de-parras-ante-agresiones/
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Otra viñeta que, por desgracia, sigue de actualidad meses después. #PuertoSeguroYa #OpenArms 
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Florida public school officials are still allowed to paddle little kids and teens 

By Diane Rado 

Corporal punishment at 19th-century American school. Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images 

State Sen. Annette Taddeo stood before colleagues this spring looking for support to ban corporal punishment 

at school – a form of discipline, usually paddling, that’s considered a vestige of the past in many states. 

“In 2019, can you believe that the state of Florida still authorizes public schools to discipline our students 

using corporal punishment?” she asked senators. “Well I couldn’t believe it either,” said Taddeo, a Democrat 

representing Miami-Dade. 

Believe it. 

Across a broad swath of north Florida counties, some bordering the Deep South states of Alabama and 

Georgia, corporal punishment isn’t archaic — it’s a modern-day practice used to handle disciplinary 

infractions, with school officials striking little kids to teens. 

https://www.floridaphoenix.com/author/diane-rado/
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Some school officials, lawmakers and families support the practice, while civil rights groups and other 

organizations vehemently oppose it. 

Yet, 19 districts — almost a third of Florida’s 67 school districts — reported incidents of corporal punishment 

in 2017-18, based on the most recent statewide data. The state defines the practice as “the moderate use of 

physical force or physical contact by a teacher or principal to maintain discipline or to enforce school rules.” 

Boys were hit far more than girls, according to a Florida Phoenix analysis of the 2017-18 data, and in several 

districts, a disproportionate share of black students and biracial kids received corporal punishment. That 

doesn’t surprise researchers who have been following the corporal punishment debates. 

A study released this month by The Center for Civil Rights Remedies, an initiative of the UCLA Civil Rights 

Project, and the Montgomery, Alabama-based Southern Poverty Law Center, starts out saying: “It can still be 

heard in some American schools: The sound of a wooden paddle striking the backside of a child.” 

“Corporal punishment in school has resulted in bruising, muscle damage, broken bones and other conditions 

requiring students to seek medical attention. One study found that up to 20,000 students subjected to the 

practice may seek medical treatment each year,” the study shows. 

In addition to physical injury, corporal punishment can impact academics, and lead to school absences and 

even dropping out, among other negative consequences, the study notes. 

In 2016, the then-U.S. Education Secretary, John B. King, Jr., urged states to ban corporal punishment, 

saying, “This practice has no place in the public schools of a modern nation that plays such an essential role in 

the advancement and protection of civil and human rights.” 

Still, 19 states – mostly southern states — allow corporal punishment, according to a 2018 analysis by the 

nonprofit Education Commission of the States, which tracks education policies. That group includes Florida. 

That said, corporal punishment in Florida has declined dramatically over the years, from 84,495 incidents in 

1987-88, to 4,869 in 2007-08, to 1,352 in 2017-18, according to the Florida Department of Education. 

Sen. Taddeo, however, believes the number of corporal punishment incidents may be underreported. 

Many Florida districts, including Miami-Dade, have banned corporal punishment as a means of discipline, she 

says, so presumably they wouldn’t be reporting such incidents because they wouldn’t exist. 

But what if corporal punishment is still occurring in districts which supposedly have banned it? 

Taddeo pointed to a recent Miami Herald story, which involved a Broward County teacher’s aide accused 

several years ago of striking a 10-year-old autistic child. Prosecutors dropped the charges, acknowledging 

state law still allows corporal punishment, according to the newspaper. The aide at one point returned to a 

classroom, working with kids with disabilities, despite the Broward district’s policy against using corporal 

punishment. 
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“I believe there’s a lot more going on, we just don’t know it,” Taddeo said in an interview with the Phoenix. 

Research shows that use of corporal punishment also applies disproportionately to students with disabilities. 

Still, some districts believe corporal punishment continues to be an effective tool. 

Bill Brothers is assistant superintendent for administration in Suwannee County School District, in North 

Florida. 

He says the district uses a paddle on students — with a parent’s permission. Families fill out a form at the 

beginning of the year, allowing schools to use, or opt out of, corporal punishment. If families opt out, the 

school will use other disciplinary approaches, such as a suspension, Brothers said. 

But some kids would “rather just go ahead and take a lick and go back to class,” Brothers said. In that 

scenario, another school official will serve as a witness of the corporal punishment. 

Brothers recalls that he was paddled when he was little – for misbehaving on the playground. That was in 

neighboring Madison County. 

Suwannee reported 176 incidents of corporal punishment in 2017-18, the third-highest number of the 19 

districts that reported the practice. The highest figure was in the Columbia County school district, which 

reported 191 incidents.  Jackson County school district reported 184 incidents. Both are in North Florida. 

Only one county outside North Florida – Hardee – reported using corporal punishment. 

When Sen. Taddeo tried to convince colleagues on the state Legislature’s Senate Education Committee this 

spring to ban corporal punishment in Florida, she was met with resistance. 

At the time, State Sen. Bill Montford, a former school superintendent, said he couldn’t vote for a ban on 

corporal punishment, saying local school boards should be the ones deciding whether or not to use the 

practice. 

A Democrat, Montford’s Senate district covers a wide area of north Florida, including six school districts that, 

as of 2017-18, used corporal punishment: Calhoun, Franklin, Gulf, Hamilton, Liberty and Wakulla. He’s also 

chief executive officer of the Florida Association of District School Superintendents. 

At the Senate Education Committee meeting, Montford recalled disciplining students by using corporal 

punishment. “In my early years as an administrator, it was basically my job to do this…It was a form of 

punishment. But I never considered it to be violent.” 

But as the years went by, Montford said, “Personally I have turned 180 degrees. When I was a school 

superintendent here in Leon County, I outlawed corporal punishment. I did.” 

But times are different now, and he said he had questions about whether corporal punishment worked. 
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Even so, “I just don’t’ feel comfortable in sitting here today and voting for this bill because I believe that the 

school board members…have made this decision in good conscience after a thorough analysis of their own 

community,” Montford said. 

“I don’t want to interject myself into that.” 

Here are all school districts using corporal punishment in 2017-18: Bradford, Calhoun, Clay, Columbia, 

Dixie, Franklin, Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Holmes, Jackson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty; Suwannee, 

Union, Wakulla and Washington. 

Here are the states still using corporal punishment, according to the Education Commission of the States, as of 

August 2018: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 

Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, 

Tennessee, Texas and Wyoming. 

 

Diane Rado 

Diane Rado has covered state and local government and public schools in six states over some 30 years, 

focusing on policy and investigative stories as well as legislative and political reporting. She spent most of her 

career at the St. Petersburg (Tampa Bay) Times and the Chicago Tribune. She has a master’s degree in 

journalism from Northwestern University and did a fellowship in education reform at the University of 

Michigan in 1999-2000. She is married to a journalist and has three adult children. 

 

https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2019/06/20/florida-public-school-officials-are-still-allowed-to-paddle-little-

kids-and-teens/ 

  

https://www.floridaphoenix.com/author/diane-rado/
https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2019/06/20/florida-public-school-officials-are-still-allowed-to-paddle-little-kids-and-teens/
https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2019/06/20/florida-public-school-officials-are-still-allowed-to-paddle-little-kids-and-teens/
https://www.floridaphoenix.com/author/diane-rado/
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El Otro Informe-Cartón de Hernández 

 

hernandez@jornada.com.mx 

https://www.jornada.com.mx/2019/09/01/cartones/0  

mailto:hernandez@jornada.com.mx?subject=Comentarios
https://www.jornada.com.mx/2019/09/01/cartones/0


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

56 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 385 septiembre  2019 

Saudi Arabia May Execute Teenager for His Protests — Including When He Was 10 

Mehdi Hasan 

June 16 2019, 12:15 p.m. 

 

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman ahead of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s Islamic 

Summit in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on June 1, 2019. 

  

Photo: Amr Nabil/AP 

IN 2011, as Arab Spring protests swept across the Middle East, demonstrations also kicked off in Saudi 

Arabia’s oil-rich Eastern Province. Members of the kingdom’s repressed Shiite minority took to the streets, 

calling for equal rights and a fairer distribution of oil revenues. The protesters included a group of around 30 

kids on bicycles. As a videoreleased last week by CNN shows, those children were led by a smiling 10-year-

old in flip-flops named Murtaja Qureiris. 

“The people demand human rights!” the young boy can be seen shouting through a megaphone. 

https://theintercept.com/staff/mehdihasan/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/mar/11/saudi-arabia-police-quell-protests
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/06/middleeast/saudi-teen-death-penalty-intl/
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Here’s the problem: Demanding human rights in Saudi Arabia lands you in prison. Even if you’re a kid. 

Three years later, in September 2014, 13-year-old Murtaja was arrested while on his way to neighboring 

Bahrain with his family. 

“At the time,” reports CNN, “he was considered by lawyers and activists to be the youngest known political 

prisoner in Saudi Arabia. 

Over the past four years, say human rights groups, this teenager has been subjected to torture and 

intimidation, as well as a spell in solitary confinement. He has been denied access to a lawyer while 

interrogators try to get him to confess to the trumped-up charges against him. These include “participating in 

anti-government protests, attending the funeral of his brother Ali Qureiris who was killed in a protest in 2011, 

joining a ‘terrorist organization,’ throwing Molotov cocktails at a police station, and firing at security forces,” 

according to Amnesty International. 

Last week, we learned that Saudi prosecutors are seeking the death penalty for 18-year-old Murtaja, who is 

being tried in an anti-terror court. CNN reports that the prosecutors want to “impose the harshest form of the 

death penalty, which may include crucifixion or dismemberment after execution.” 

Got that? The unelected government of a close ally of the United States is planning on brutally executing an 

18-year-old member of a minority group, for crimes allegedly committed when he was 10 years old. 

Let me repeat: Ten. Years. Old. 

We shouldn’t forget the person who is primarily responsible for this outrage: Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman, or MBS. Since his father installed him in power, the violent crushing of political dissent has 

escalated. According to the CIA, MBS ordered the horrific murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal 

Khashoggi inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. He is also behind the targeting of three Arab activists in 

Norway, Canada, and the United States. 

Much has (rightly) been made of the crown prince’s shocking record on extrajudicial killings. But what of the 

growing number of judicially sanctioned killings inside of Saudi Arabia on his watch? The planned execution 

of Murtaja Qureiris may be the most horrendous act yet. 

“There should be no doubt that the Saudi Arabian authorities are ready to go to any length to crack down on 

dissent against their own citizens, including by resorting to the death penalty for men who were merely boys 

at the time of their arrest,” says Lynn Maalouf, Middle East research director at Amnesty International. 

The Gulf kingdom is one of the world’s top executioners and, according to Maalouf, Saudi authorities have “a 

chilling track record of using the death penalty as a weapon to crush political dissent and punish anti-

government protesters — including children — from the country’s persecuted Shi’a minority.” 

The majority of the country, and the ruling family, are from a strict school of Sunni Islam called Salafism. In 

April, 37 people were executed in a single day — the biggest mass execution in the kingdom since 2016 — 

and the vast majority of them were believed to be Shiites. Three of them, according to human rights 

https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2019/06/middleeast/saudi-teen-death-penalty-intl/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/09/world/middleeast/saudi-teenager-death-sentence.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/saudi-arabia-authorities-must-not-resort-to-use-of-death-penalty-against-protester-arrested-aged-13/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/saudi-teenager-faces-execution-for-alleged-crimes-committed-as-a-child/2019/06/10/b4b356cc-8b76-11e9-adf3-f70f78c156e8_story.html?utm_term=.a99386fd92b0
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/06/middleeast/saudi-teen-death-penalty-intl/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/16/us/politics/cia-saudi-crown-prince-khashoggi.html
https://time.com/5585281/cia-warned-jamal-khashoggi-associates/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/06/saudi-arabia-authorities-must-not-resort-to-use-of-death-penalty-against-protester-arrested-aged-13/
https://www.independent.ie/world-news/death-penalty-report-reveals-which-country-is-the-worlds-top-executioner-36800409.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/23/middleeast/saudi-executions-terror-intl/index.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/04/saudi-arabia-37-put-to-death-in-shocking-execution-spree/
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group Reprieve, were “minors at the time of their alleged offences.” Such executions, as both Reprieve 

and Amnesty International have noted, are a brazen violation of international human rights law. 

Another three Saudi Shiites — Ali al-Nimr, Dawood al-Marhoon, and Abdullah al-Zaher — who were also 

below the age of 18 at the time of their alleged crimes, are still on death row and could be executed at 

anytime. 

 

It isn’t just Shiites, either. MBS has also targeted Sunni clerics who have failed to fall into line. There have 

been reports that the belligerent and thin-skinned crown prince plans on executing three high-profile Saudi 

religious scholars — Salman al-Odah, Awad al-Qarni, and Ali al-Omari — all of whom have been held on 

multiple charges of “terrorism.” 62-year-old Odah is famous in the Arab world for his relatively progressive 

views on Islam and homosexuality and his 2007 denunciation of Osama bin Laden. His actual 

“crime”? Tweeting a prayer for reconciliation between Saudi Arabia and its Gulf rival, the Emirate of Qatar. 

(Full disclosure: I host two TV shows for Qatar-funded Al Jazeera English.) 

Supporters of MBS often try and argue that these executions are the product of decisions made in court, not in 

the royal palace. This is a laughable defense. The kingdom of Saudi Arabia is an absolute monarchy. There 

is no independent judiciary. As CNN reports, “The death penalty can only be enforced by order of King 

Salman or his authorized representative. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is frequently characterized as 

the King’s deputy.” 

Forget MBS the reformer; meet MBS the executioner. The fact that he has been embraced closely by 

everyone from Donald Trump to Emmanuel Macron to Theresa May should be a source of shame for those of 

us living in the West. To quote former Obama-era National Security Council spokesperson Tommy Vietor, 

MBS is “Kim Jong Un with oil money.” 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/16/saudi-crown-prince-child-

execution/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-

132956525  

https://reprieve.org.uk/update/saudi-arabia-executes-37-people-in-a-single-day-including-three-juveniles/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/04/saudi-arabia-37-put-to-death-in-shocking-execution-spree/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-saudi-arabia-execute-three-prominent-moderate-scholars-after-ramadan
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Saudi-cleric-Homosexuality-not-a-deviation-from-Islam-should-not-be-punished-452957
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/21/opinion/21iht-edgerges.1.7596468.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/07/saudi-arabia-cleric-held-4-months-without-charge
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/upfront/
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/headtohead/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/al-rasheed-saudi-arabia-needs-independent-judiciary/vi-AAAZ2As
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/06/middleeast/saudi-teen-death-penalty-intl/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/23/opinion/saudi-prince-mbs-arab-spring.html
http://www.worldcoalition.org/Mass-executions-in-Saudi-Arabia-with-more-than-100-people-executed-since-January-2019-.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/11/trump-releases-statement-support-saudi-arabia/576436/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/04/09/emmanuel-macron-treats-saudi-crown-prince-private-dinner-louvre/
https://news.sky.com/story/saudi-prince-poses-with-pm-on-controversial-visit-11280077
https://twitter.com/TVietor08/status/1136417531282018307
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/16/saudi-crown-prince-child-execution/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/16/saudi-crown-prince-child-execution/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/16/saudi-crown-prince-child-execution/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/16/saudi-crown-prince-child-execution/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
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Children are dying in border holding facilities. A top immigration official is pleading for help 

Associated PressPublished 7:02 a.m. ET June 20, 2019 | Updated 7:03 a.m. ET June 20, 2019 

 

16 Photos 

Mexico’s border crackdown sends some Central American migrants heading b... 

CONNECTTWEETLINKEDINCOMMENTEMAILMORE 

WASHINGTON — When 16-year-old Carlos Hernandez Vasquez fell ill in a holding facility at the U.S.-

Mexico border, he was diagnosed with the flu and given medication, then sent back to a cell to recuperate on 

a concrete bench. 

But Carlos didn't get better. The Guatemalan migrant died May 20 from flu complications — a glaring sign 

that Border Patrol stations aren't set up to manage thousands of children. 

If they must, they need better medical care and a place for sick kids to convalesce, acting Customs and Border 

Protection Commissioner John Sanders told The Associated Press. That's why Congress must pass the $4.6 

billion in emergency funding, he said shortly before the request took a step forward in the Senate Wednesday. 

And if not, Sanders said, more kids may die. 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/20/mexico-border-top-immigration-official-pleads-emergency-funding/1508376001/&text=Children%20are%20dying%20in%20border%20holding%20facilities.%20A%20top%20immigration%20official%20is%20pleading%20for%20help&via=usatoday
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A//www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/20/mexico-border-top-immigration-official-pleads-emergency-funding/1508376001/&mini=true
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"What occurred, that was something that impacted me profoundly," Sanders told the AP. 

Mexico’s border crackdown: Some Central American migrants heading back south 

 

In this May 15, 2019, file photo, acting U.S. Customs and Border Protection Commissioner John Sanders, 

left, joins Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., right, on Capitol Hill in 

Washington. (Photo: J. Scott Applewhite, AP) 

U.S. Border Patrol stations are no place for children. They are bare-bones holding facilities meant for swift 

processing. But because the entire system is overwhelmed, Border Patrol is routinely holding children for 

about five days or longer — well beyond the 72-hour mandated window — because the government agency 

that takes care of minors who cross the border is also overwhelmed. And children must be deemed "fit to 

travel" before they are transferred. 

When Carlos got sick, Border Patrol had about 2,500 kids in its custody, Sanders said. Overall, Border Patrol 

is holding about 15,000 people. Officials consider 4,000 to be at capacity. 

"The death of a child is always a terrible thing, but here is a situation where, because there is not enough 

funding ... they can't move the people out of our custody," Sanders said. 

Trump's Mexico tariff threat: Congress must reclaim trade powers and much more 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/18/mexico-border-crackdown-some-central-american-migrants-heading-south/1487354001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/06/13/congress-must-take-back-trade-authority-mexico-column/1424800001/
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The Trump administration is struggling to manage a growing number of children and families crossing the 

U.S.-Mexico border. More than 100,000 people are crossing per month. Immigration facilities are 

overwhelmed, as are the nonprofits that often take in migrants after they are released from government 

custody. The numbers have risen dramatically during President Donald Trump's time in office despite his 

hard-line immigration policies and border tough-talk. 

In addition to Carlos, four other children have died since late last year after being detained by the Border 

Patrol. Just last week, a 17-year-old girl who had an emergency cesarean section in Mexico was discovered at 

a border facility in Texas with her premature baby. 

 

A group of migrants arriving from Guatemala disembark from a raft in Ciudad Hidalgo, Mexico, Tuesday, 

June 18, 2019. (Photo: Rebecca Blackwell, AP) 

Congress is nowhere near agreement on any major immigration law changes. As a stopgap, the Senate 

Appropriations Committee on Wednesday approved a modified version of the emergency funding request by 

a 30-1 vote. It's on its way to a floor vote next week. 

The bipartisan vote likely means that the Senate will take the lead in writing the legislation, which needs to 

pass into law before the House and Senate leave for vacation next week. A spokesman for the House 

Appropriations Committee chairwoman, Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., said the panel has drafted its version of 

the measure and expects a bipartisan vote early next week. 
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The legislation contains $2.9 billion to care for unaccompanied migrant children — more than 50,000 have 

been referred to government care since October — and $1.3 billion to care for adults. There's also money to 

hire new judges to decide asylum claims. 

To win Democratic support, the panel's chairman, Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., agreed to drop Trump's 

request for Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention beds, where adults and a small number of 

families are held, and agreed to a Democratic provision to block any of the money in the legislation from 

being diverted to building a border wall. 

Should you travel this summer to Mexico? Safety, algae and political concerns 

In the meantime, to help manage the crush, Customs and Border Protection opened a second air-conditioned 

tent to hold up to 500 people in Donna, Texas, after the first facility of 500 near the Donna-Rio Bravo 

International Bridge quickly filled up. There is a large tent in El Paso. And construction is underway for a 

similar facility in Yuma, Arizona. 

The spaces offer bathrooms, recreation areas and sleeping quarters that are divided by gender and by families 

and children traveling alone. Detainees will sleep on mats. 

Several busloads of mostly Central American migrants traveling in a caravan arrived to Tijuana, 

Mexico. USA TODAY 

Across the border, Department of Homeland Security volunteers heat up meals for migrants. Government 

agencies are spending considerably more on perishables, travel and medical checks. A flu epidemic at the 

facility where Carlos died prompted a temporary shutdown while it was sanitized and cleaned. The 

supplemental funding will in part pay for those efforts, Sanders said. 

Sanders also envisions small infirmaries with beds where people can recuperate if they're sick, and mobile 

medical units that can get care faster to rural areas. 

Getting the emergency funding isn't a permanent fix, but it's is a necessary start, he said. 

"We need to be thinking not only about the care for the people in our custody," Sanders said. "I have a 

60,000-person workforce that is strained, are getting sick. The people of CBP need assistance for them." 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/20/mexico-border-top-immigration-official-pleads-

emergency-funding/1508376001/ 

  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2019/06/12/mexico-safe-tourists-other-issues-agae-political-climate-border-immigration-tariffs/3766654002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/20/mexico-border-top-immigration-official-pleads-emergency-funding/1508376001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/06/20/mexico-border-top-immigration-official-pleads-emergency-funding/1508376001/
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Sufren violencia familiar 892 mujeres al mes en Coahuila; del 2018 al 2019 la incidencia ha crecido en 

un 5% 

COAHUILA 

Foto: Especial 

 ARMANDO RÍOS 

Internan en penal a pitcher acusado; propone diputada Policía especializada para atender casos 

Como el caso de la mujer que fue golpeada presuntamente por el pitcher de los Saraperos, quien anoche fue 

internado en el penal, al mes padecen de violencia familiar 892 víctimas en el estado, de acuerdo con 

el Secretariado Ejecutivo del Sistema Nacional de Seguridad Pública.   

Los registros oficiales señalan que los casos van en aumento, pues de enero a julio de este año, la Fiscalía 

General del Estado ha iniciado 6 mil 250 carpetas de investigación por el delito de violencia familiar, como el 

del beisbolista Sergio Mitre. 

Los registros indican, que de un año a otro la incidencia ha crecido en un 5% , pues en el 2018 se 

ocurrieron 5,971 casos, tomando en cuenta lo publicado durante los primeros 7 meses del año, sin 

embargo, dichas carpetas han crecido paulatinamente, según la publicación de incidencia delictiva del 

fuero común, frente a la nueva metodología. 

https://vanguardia.com.mx/seccion/coahuila
https://vanguardia.com.mx/autor/armando-rios
https://www.gob.mx/sesnsp
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En los meses de enero y julio la incidencia de violencia familiar se presentó de la siguiente manera: en 2017 

ocurrieron 4, 894 casos; es decir, que en 2018 hubo un aumento del 22 por ciento; mientras que en 2016, en 

ese lapso hubo 3,815, es decir, se incrementó 28 por ciento en comparación con 2017.  

En 2015, la cifra hasta julio fue de 1,251 casos, un aumento del 204 por ciento de los casos para el año 

siguiente. Las cifras revelan que en comparación con la incidencia de violencia familiar entre el 2015 y el 

2019, es de un aumento de 399 por ciento, tomando en cuenta que los mismos se persiguen de oficio, y no 

propiamente por una denuncia de la víctima, como lo señala el Código Penal de Coahuila. Éste establece que 

en caso de no llegar a un acuerdo con la parte afectada y su representación legal, puede tener castigos que van 

desde una multa o prisión de seis meses hasta seis años en caso de que el acusado sea encontrado culpable. 

De acuerdo con la Fiscalía Especializada en delitos contra feminicidio, entre enero y junio del 2019, se 

han emitido 4 mil 487 órdenes de restricción contra hombres que han violentado a mujeres. 

Según Martha Rivera, fiscal de dicha instancia, cuando una mujer es víctima de este tipo de delitos, 

incluyendo los de violencia familiar, se pueden emitir medidas cautelares, mismas que no pueden ser retiradas 

hasta que se dé alguna conclusión del caso por la vía legal. 

https://vanguardia.com.mx/articulo/sufren-violencia-familiar-892-mujeres-al-mes-en-coahuila-del-2018-al-

2019-la-incidencia-ha-crecido-en-un-5  

https://vanguardia.com.mx/articulo/sufren-violencia-familiar-892-mujeres-al-mes-en-coahuila-del-2018-al-2019-la-incidencia-ha-crecido-en-un-5
https://vanguardia.com.mx/articulo/sufren-violencia-familiar-892-mujeres-al-mes-en-coahuila-del-2018-al-2019-la-incidencia-ha-crecido-en-un-5
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HOW A RIGHT-WING ATTACK ON PROTECTIONS FOR NATIVE AMERICAN CHILDREN 

COULD UPEND INDIAN LAW 

 

Alleen Brown 

 

June 17 2019, 11:10 a.m. 

A LAW KEY to preventing state welfare agencies from separating Indigenous children from their families is 

at risk of being overturned thanks to the yearslong effort of a network of libertarian and right-wing 

organizations. 

In the 1970s, between a quarter and a third of Indigenous children across the United States had been removed 

from their homes. Social services often cited neglect or deprivation — euphemisms for poverty — as grounds 

for placing children in the custody of non-Native families and institutions, offering birth parents little 

opportunity for redress. Congress passed the Indian Child Welfare Act in 1978 in order to reform a system 

designed to destroy Indigenous people. 

Last October, a U.S. district judge in Texas declared the law unconstitutional under the Fifth Amendment’s 

equal protection clause, arguing that it creates a separate set of practices for a so-called racial group. The 

federal government and four tribes appealed the decision, which is currently pending before the U.S. 5th 

Circuit Court of Appeals. If the ruling is upheld and the case makes its way to the Supreme Court, it could not 

only upend protections for the nation’s most vulnerable children, but also undermine a foundational concept 

of Indian law: that to be Indian is political, not racial. 

The campaign against the Indian Child Welfare Act fits into a wider right-wing effort to legally challenge 

civil rights-era gains that have remained instrumental in shielding marginalized communities from America’s 

foundational systems of discrimination and genocide. 

Leading the charge against the law is the Goldwater Institute, which brands itself as a “free-market public 

policy research and litigation organization” that supports limited government and private property rights. The 

institute has participated in 12 cases challenging ICWA in the last five years. The Texas decision is its biggest 

victory yet. The Cato Institute and the Project on Fair Representation, founded by the strategist responsible 

for two major Supreme Court cases challenging affirmative action and the Voting Rights Act, also filed briefs 

in the Texas case. 

Tribal leaders, child advocates, and attorneys specializing in Indian law worry that if the Texas ruling is 

upheld, it could open the door to constitutional challenges of a range of federal laws based on Native 

American tribes’ political relationship with the U.S. government, including the Major Crimes Act, which 

establishes the federal government’s law enforcement role on reservations; the Indian Gaming Regulatory 

https://theintercept.com/staff/alleenbrown/
https://goldwaterinstitute.org/indian-child-welfare-act/
https://theintercept.com/staff/alleenbrown/
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Act, which governs casinos on tribal land; federal policies that allow tribes to regulate the oil and gas 

industry; and programs that offer housing and health care to Native American communities. 

Timothy Sandefur, Goldwater’s vice president for litigation, claims that the Texas decision is “a major step 

forward for the rights of Indian children in this country and their parents.” But 31 child welfare organizations 

disagree, writing in an amicus brief that ICWA “both embodies and has served as a model for the child 

welfare policies that are best practices generally.” 

Shannon Smith, executive director of the ICWA Law Center in Minnesota, rejects Goldwater’s assertion that 

taking down ICWA would be good for children. “This is very misguided, and the potential impacts to Indian 

children and their connection to families and tribes could be devastating.” 

 

Students in a classroom at the Carlisle Indian School, circa 1900-1910. 

  

Photo: Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center 

https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/caseyamicusbrief.pdf
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“Kill the Indian, Save the Man” 

The U.S. government’s efforts to “kill the Indian, save the man” via removal of Native children from their 

communities dates to the opening of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in 1879. Hundreds of thousands of 

children were placed in institutions where they were typically not allowed to speak their language or practice 

their culture. Later, the Indian Adoption Project placed hundreds of Native children in the custody of white 

families between 1958 and 1967. 

In a remarkable series of Senate hearings in 1974, family after family described children who were 

disappeared by the state with no notice or court hearing, welfare agents repeatedly requesting that mothers 

give up their newborns, and kids making plans to hide if child services showed up to take them away. 

The Indian Child Welfare Act, passed four years later, set a high bar for the removal of Indigenous children 

from their parents, requiring “active” efforts to avoid the breakup of an American Indian family. That might 

mean a social worker driving a parent struggling with chemical dependency to treatment, rather than simply 

mandating that they go or handing them a brochure. Before a parent’s rights can be terminated, ICWA 

requires evidence “beyond a reasonable doubt” that continued custody would result in serious physical or 

emotional damage. And when a removal does occur, child welfare agencies must first attempt to place the 

child with a family member, then with a member of their tribe, then with a member of another tribe. 

The law has been important for curbing the flow of children out of Indigenous communities, but it fell short 

of eliminating the problem. A 2011 NPR series found that, despite the availability of licensed Native foster 

parents, 90 percent of Indigenous kids in foster care in South Dakota were still placed in group homes or with 

non-Native families. In Minnesota, Native kids are 17 times more likely than non-Native kids to be removed 

from their parents. 

In recent years, as advocates for Indigenous families were fighting to strengthen ICWA, a concerted effort to 

undermine the law emerged in the form of non-Native couples attempting to adopt Native children. 

The lead plaintiffs in the Texas case are Jennifer and Chad Brackeen, a white couple who sought to adopt a 

Navajo baby they had fostered for a year. After the tribe’s attempt to place him with an adoptive Navajo 

family fell through, the Brackeens were able to keep the child. But their lawsuit argued that a provision of 

ICWA allowing tribes to contest an adoption for up to two years threatened the integrity of their family. 

What happened in the wake of the Texas ruling demonstrates what losing ICWA can mean for Native 

families. The adopted child’s biological mother had another baby that she planned to put up for adoption. The 

baby girl’s great aunt, Alvetta James, sought to adopt her, making the case that she would maintain 

connections to her culture and family in James’s care, according to a New York Times profile. But the 

Brackeens asserted that they were the best family for the sibling, and in May, a family court judge agreed, 

citing the ruling that found ICWA unconstitutional and giving them primary custody of the baby girl. 

The Definition of “Indian” 

ICWA applies to children who have a parent who is a tribal member and are eligible for membership, even if 

they have not yet been enrolled. According to U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor, who presided over the 

http://www.indigenouspolicy.org/index.php/ipj/article/view/4/3
https://narf.org/nill/documents/icwa/federal/lh/hear040874/hear040874.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2011/10/25/141662357/incentives-and-cultural-bias-fuel-foster-system
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/05/health/navajo-children-custody-fight.html
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Texas case, the fact that a baby who has not yet been enrolled in a tribe could be called “Indian” means the 

designation is racial, not political. 

“Babies don’t get born and run down to the citizenship office and file a petition,” said Matthew Fletcher, 

director of the Indigenous Law and Policy Center at Michigan State University. When his own child was 

born, he and his partner took a year to register him as a tribal member, in part because he was eligible for 

more than one tribal nation. “To say that somehow this kid hasn’t been enrolled yet and therefore doesn’t 

have a political relationship is really quite disingenuous.” 

The political relationship Native Americans maintain with the U.S. government dates back to treaty 

commitments the government made between 1778 and 1868 in exchange for the millions of acres of land that 

constitute the United States. The treaties form the basis of what’s known as the “trust relationship” between 

Native nations and the United States. ICWA is part of a body of law meant to fulfill the U.S. government’s 

trust responsibility. 

The reason the distinction between racial and political matters is that under the Fifth Amendment’s due 

process clause, laws that differentiate on the basis of race are subject to a higher level of scrutiny in the courts 

and must be narrowly tailored to fulfill an important government interest. 

Over the years, various parties have attempted to raise equal protection challenges to Indian laws. Despite 

numerous legal attacks, O’Connor is the first judge to declare ICWA unconstitutional. “Basically, the judge is 

saying that any federal statute with the word ‘Indian’ in it should be subject to strict scrutiny,” Fletcher said. 

The Goldwater Institute, the Cato Institute, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and the Academy of 

Adoption and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys claimed in an appellate brief that concerns about the Brackeen 

decision’s potential to undermine Indian law more widely are “radically overblown.” But even as the ICWA 

ruling is being appealed, at least one attorney has already signaled willingness to use it to challenge the Major 

Crimes Act — a foundational law that gives the federal government jurisdiction over certain crimes 

committed by Indian people on Indian land, such as murder, rape, and burglary. 

Derrick Jim, a Navajo man from Arizona, was sentenced to life in prison for raping a woman at a party at her 

house. Because he’s legally an Indian and the assault took place in the Navajo Nation, he was tried in federal 

court. Had he been tried in New Mexico’s state system, his sentence might have been lighter. In an appeal 

filed at the end of April, his lawyer asked the judge to preserve Jim’s right to bring his case to the Supreme 

Court and challenge the constitutionality of the Major Crimes Act should the Texas ICWA ruling be upheld. 

According to Fletcher, loss of the Major Crimes Act could throw the legal system into disarray and allow 

more violent crimes on tribal land to be committed with impunity. “The majority of tribes don’t have the 

capacity to exercise criminal jurisdiction,” he explained. 

Fletcher pointed out that the same arguments advanced in the Texas decision have been used by private 

casinos attempting to overturn laws that allow Indian gaming. He expressed concern that, if upheld, the 

Brackeen decision could also be used to argue against Environmental Protection Agency policies that grant 

some tribes the right to enforce the oil and gas industry’s compliance with environmental regulations. 
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Chad and Jennifer Brackeen with their two biological children and Zachary, 3, center, a Native American boy 

at the center of a bitter court battle, at their home near Fort Worth, Texas, on May 31, 2019. 

  

Photo: Allison V. Smith/The New York Times via Redux 

Meanwhile, the Trump administration has repeatedly signaled other ways that a redefinition of “Indian” as 

racial could be used to take away welfare benefits that fulfill the U.S. government’s treaty responsibilities to 

Native people. In a 2017 signing statement for an appropriations bill, President Donald Trump listed Native 

American Housing Block Grants among programs he described as allocating benefits “on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, and gender.” He said he planned to treat those programs as subject to equal protection requirements 

— suggesting that Native housing benefits for communities where affordable housing is notoriously rare and 

run-down might be unconstitutional. 

In 2018, the administration attempted to use the same argument to deny Native people access to Medicaid. 

After several states passed laws requiring Medicaid recipients to fulfill work requirements, the federal Centers 

for Medicare and Medicaid Services denied requests for exemptions for Native Americans, many of whom 

live on isolated reservations where jobs are difficult to find. The administration citedconstitutional concerns 

that the exemption would be a racial preference. 

https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/mancari-11-19.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-donald-j-trump-signing-h-r-244-law/
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/22/trump-native-americans-historical-standing-492794
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“The United States has a legal responsibility to provide health care to Native Americans,” Mary Smith, who 

headed Indian Health Service under Barack Obama, told Politico. “It’s the largest prepaid health system in the 

world — they’ve paid through land and massacres — and now you’re going to take away health care and add 

a work requirement?” 

Eventually, the administration backed down and allowed the exemptions, but many experts in Indian law see 

clear warning signs that the Trump administration has benefits to Native people in its crosshairs. 

Behind the Legal Attacks 

Sandefur, the Goldwater Institute lawyer, insists that concern for children drives his interest in ICWA. “I 

know that there’s a lot of skepticism on the left toward our motives about this,” he told The Intercept, “that 

this is all some sort of secret Koch brothers conspiracy to destroy Indian tribes and all this bullshit.” In fiscal 

year 2016, the Charles Koch Foundation donated $100,000 to Goldwater. The Mercer Family Foundation, 

backed by the billionaires who propelled Trump to power, donated $1.1 million between 2014 and 2016. 

Goldwater has also accepted more than $1 million from the murky right-wing fund Donors Trust, through 

which billionaires like the Kochs and the Mercers funnel money to an array of causes. 

“The reason we’re interested in this is that these children are our fellow Americans who deserve the same 

constitutional rights as every other American,” Sandefur continued, proceeding to quote Martin Luther King’s 

“Letter From a Birmingham Jail.” Sandefur has a habit of co-opting the words of black historical figures to 

justify right-wing agendas. He is also the author of “Frederick Douglass: Self-Made Man,” a biography 

published by the Cato Institute that paints the abolitionist critic of white supremacy as a “radical 

individualist.” 

While Sandefur couches his claims in the language of civil rights, Goldwater and the other right-wing groups 

fighting ICWA have a track record of challenging policies meant to address systemic discrimination in the 

United States. 

The Project on Fair Representation, which has also received funding from Donors Trust, is directed by 

Edward Blum, the strategist behind Abigail Fisher’s case challenging affirmative action before the Supreme 

Court, as well as Shelby v. Holder, which gutted the Voting Rights Act by eliminating rules that required 

federal oversight of districts with a history of voter discrimination. Another amicus filer, the Pacific Legal 

Foundation, is in the midst of a lawsuit challenging New York Mayor Bill de Blasio’s effort to enroll more 

black and Latino students in the city’s most prestigious high schools. 

The adoption industry, meanwhile, has a clear financial stake in undermining ICWA. A high demand for 

adoptable children, driven in part by an evangelical Christian movement that frames adoption as a social 

cause, has coincided with increased restrictions from foreign countries and fewer U.S. children put up for 

adoption. The Academy of Adoption and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys, whose members are paid to 

represent adoptive parents in court, has filed amicus briefs in at least four separate legal cases attacking 

ICWA. 

 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/22/trump-native-americans-historical-standing-492794
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/14/nyregion/affirmative-action-lawsuit-nyc-high-schools.html
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2014/02/23/the-adoption-crunch-the-christian-right-and-the-challenge-to-indian-sovereignty/
https://newrepublic.com/article/127311/trouble-christian-adoption-movement
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The relative material wealth of people living outside of Native communities is the subtext of the arguments 

for more adoptions to non-Native families. 

Chad Brackeen, an evangelical Christian whose property includes a pool, greenhouse, and zip-

line, reportedly told the family court judge that he imagined the baby girl “not as an infant living in a room 

with a great-aunt but maybe as an adolescent in smaller, confined homes.” He added, “I’m a little bit 

concerned with the limited financial resources possibly to care for this child, should an emergency come up.” 

Sandefur dismissed statistics showing that Native children continue to be disproportionately removed from 

their families. “Do you assume that these kids shouldn’t have been removed?” he asked The Intercept. 

“Native Americans are also overrepresented in terms of the poverty statistics, crime statistics, and drug and 

alcohol statistics, so it’s natural to assume that children growing up in such circumstances are going to be 

taken into state custody more often.” 

It was Darcy Olsen, Goldwater’s former CEO, who initially set the organization’s sights on ICWA. Olsen has 

fostered and adopted multiple children, and since she left Goldwater, her vision has expanded far beyond 

Indian Country. Through her nonprofit Generation Justice, she is pushing for state-level laws that would limit 

kinship preferences in all adoptions and more quickly terminate parental rights, particularly for parents coping 

with addiction. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/05/health/navajo-children-custody-fight.html
https://www.genjustice.org/news/m.blog/196/op-ed-america-s-flood-of-opioid-orphans
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Participants at a rally in support of the Indian Child Welfare Act and Dusten Brown’s effort to maintain 

custody of his 3-year-old daughter, Veronica, in Oklahoma City on Aug. 19, 2013. 

  

Photo: Sue Ogrocki/AP 

Echoes of the Past 

Reflecting on the rhetoric used by ICWA opponents like Sandefur, Nicole Adams, a spokesperson for 

Partnership for Native Children, pointed to the institutions that pushed for the use of boarding schools and 

adoption for decades before ICWA’s passage. “They were led by very well-intentioned Christian coalitions 

purporting that Indian children needed to be saved, and they were just the ones to do it. If you look at the 

rhetoric being put out by some of ICWA’s most staunch opponents, it is eerily and frighteningly similar.” 

Smith said there’s plenty of room to build a system that better supports Native children. “If we’re really going 

to talk about child welfare, we need to talk about the welfare of moms,” she said, and assuring that they have 

access to safe and affordable housing and health care — the kinds of services that could be undermined with 

the Texas ICWA decision as precedent. 

Adams is hopeful that it won’t get to that point. “This decision is only the first step in a long process,” Adams 

said. “Indian Country will be fighting together to ensure that doesn’t happen.” 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/17/indian-child-welfare-act-goldwater-institute-legal-

battle/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-

132956525  

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/17/indian-child-welfare-act-goldwater-institute-legal-battle/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/17/indian-child-welfare-act-goldwater-institute-legal-battle/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/17/indian-child-welfare-act-goldwater-institute-legal-battle/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/17/indian-child-welfare-act-goldwater-institute-legal-battle/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-132956525
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Prisoners at St. Clair Correctional Facility in Springville, Alabama. Abolitionists do not propose bulldozing 

prisons and jails tomorrow; rather they are focused on a practical program of change. WILLIAM 

WIDMER/REDUX 

The Case for 

Abolition 

“We have grown weary of worn-out debates over 

the feasibility of a world without prisons.” 

RUTH WILSON GILMOREANDJAMES KILGORE 

Our belief in abolition is first and foremost philosophical. It grew from watching, experiencing, and opposing 

decades of reliance on concrete and steel cages as catch-all solutions to social problems. We want a society 

that centers freedom and justice instead of profit and punishment. 

Locking people up does not provide adequate housing, proper mental health treatment or living wage jobs, 

nor does it make us safe in any other way. Moreover, reforms that embody electronic monitoring or other 

forms of e-carceration, build gender-responsive jails or broaden the scope of parole and other forms of 

carceral control only deepen our conviction that fundamental change is the only path. 

While we value philosophy, we have also grown weary of worn-out debates over the feasibility of a world 

without prisons and whether we would like to abolish prison for Dylann Roof. We prefer to talk about what 

we do. 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

74 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 385 septiembre  2019 

Ultimately, abolition is a practical program of change rooted in how people sustain and improve their lives, 

cobbling together insights and strategies from disparate, connected struggles. We know we won’t bulldoze 

prisons and jails tomorrow, but as long as they continue to be advanced as the solution, all of the inequalities 

displaced to crime and punishment will persist. We’re in a long game. 

Authors of reforms claim expertise about what “the public” will accept, as if it were a single entity that’s 

already made its mind about everything. But people frequently broaden their commitments because they learn 

about, and link to, previously unfamiliar struggles. These are not the public experts invoke but a public 

resolved to pursue policies and plans to realize their goals. 

In other words, a public is made. How do we know? Experience. 

To forge such a public, for decades abolitionists have been doing everything we can imagine to bring about 

change. We stand on the frontlines to oppose all forms of state violence. 

We work with communities sited for prisons to fight expansion, while organizing to secure decent wages and 

housing in the regional economy. We work with Republican ranchers worried about the water table, and with 

undocumented agricultural workers vulnerable to pesticides and Immigration and Customs Enforcement. We 

work with city managers and residents of prison towns disappointed in lockups touted for economic 

development that never deliver. 

 

We document the cultural and environmental degradation resulting from cities of incarcerated people 

deprived of their civil rights, write handbooks and advise rural and regional development experts on 

alternative projects. We work with unions, on strategy to develop long-term goals for job protection, 

environmental justice and membership growth—especially because half the U.S. labor force has some record 

of criminalization that makes employment insecure and depresses wages. 

We were prompted to write by reading Bill Keller’s essay last week in The Marshall Project asking “What Do 

Abolitionists Really Want?” We took issue with many of his points and felt, by not quoting abolitionists, he 

echoed historical precedents of white people asking what Black people want, or men debating Roe v. Wade. 

But he got one thing right: Abolition is thriving, something he can’t quite figure out. 

Abolition is thriving because our organizational energies draw on local and international infrastructures of 

mutual assistance like clubs, political organizations, faith communities, unions and neighborhood 

associations, previous and ongoing rounds of long-term organizing and widespread desires for greater 

democratic participation. Our ranks increasingly include those directly affected by incarceration and all forms 

of violence and trauma. 

Our work thrives because we recognize that reform has assumed new, troubling shapes. From New York City 

to Los Angeles, and across rural America, jail expansion has been chugging along largely because law 

enforcement continues to absorb social welfare work—mental and physical health, education, family 

unification. To imagine a world without prisons and jails is to imagine a world in which social welfare is a 

right, not a luxury. 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/13/what-do-abolitionists-really-want
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/13/what-do-abolitionists-really-want
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Every U.S. delegation that jets off to Scandinavia to study prisons comes back declaring they’ve seen a future 

they didn’t actually look at. As career criminal justice experts, they thought they could isolate a prison system 

from its context: tax, housing, health care, education, transportation, immigration and other policies. Everyone 

who says it’s unrealistic to demand more willfully ignores the fact that to use law enforcement, as the U.S. 

does, to manage the fallout from cutbacks in social services and the upward rush in income and wealth is 

breathtakingly expensive, while it cheapens human life. 

Abolitionists have brought to the struggle against what came to be called “mass incarceration” an array of 

experiences in which we learned how to fight on many fronts at once: how to organize, promote ideas and 

bargain in the political arena. In other words, we work the entire ecology of precarious existence that shapes, 

but is not bounded by, the aggrandizing “criminal justice system,” including housing, jobs, education, income, 

faith, environment, status. Far from being starry-eyed idealists, we are specialists in the daily grind of the 

deliberate, patient and persistent work necessary for what we want–freedom and justice. 

Ruth Wilson Gilmore is Professor of Geography at the CUNY Graduate Center. A co-founder of many social 

justice organizations, her research and writing link political, economic and environmental struggles in the 

growing local, regional and international movement for abolition. 

James Kilgore is a Media Justice Fellow at Media Justice. Since spending six and a half years in federal and 

state prisons, he has written widely on issues of mass incarceration, labor, and electronic monitoring, 

including “Understanding Mass Incarceration: A People's Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time 

” (The New Press, 2015). 

 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-

abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-

statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-

1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-

174531409 

  

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-174531409
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-174531409
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-174531409
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-174531409
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20190619-1474&utm_source=The+Marshall+Project+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a2389b00d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_19_12_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-a2389b00d4-174531409
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT TRUMP’S MASS DEPORTATION THREAT 

 

Maryam Saleh 

 

 

IN BETWEEN TWEETS complaining about Fox News polling numbers and boasting about the size of future 

rallies, President Donald Trump took a moment on Monday to send shock waves through immigrant 

communities with a threat meant to rally his base — but one that is not actually logistically possible. 

“Next week ICE will begin the process of removing the millions of illegal aliens who have illicitly found their 

way into the United States,” he tweeted. “They will be removed as fast as they come in.” An administration 

official later told the Associated Press that the effort would target people who have received final orders of 

deportation. There are more than 1 million people living in the United States with final deportation orders, 

among an undocumented population of about 11 million.   

“He obviously wants everyone to believe he’s talking about some mass roundup, which is just not possible,” 

immigration attorney Matt Cameron said of Trump, “both because of resources and because of due process.” 

Read Our Complete 

CoverageThe War on Immigrants 

The genuine fear, coupled with the artificial threat, coming at a time of maximum insecurity for immigrants in 

the United States, has put immigrant rights’ groups in a bind. They are being careful in their responses to 

Trump’s tweet, trying to avoid creating panic, while also trying to equip people with resources needed to 

defend themselves legally. Adonia Simpson, director of the Family Defense Program at the Miami-based 

Americans for Immigrant Justice, said her group was considering whether to host a know your rights training, 

https://theintercept.com/staff/maryamsaleh/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1140768516288782336
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1140796187248922625
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1140791400658870274
https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/18/politics/donald-trump-election-2020-orlando-florida/index.html
https://www.apnews.com/e32b4a65baf74afab5bb5b2aa061f734
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
https://theintercept.com/collections/the-war-on-immigrants/
https://theintercept.com/staff/maryamsaleh/
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noting that, in her experience, immigrants tend to be afraid to go out and access legal resources at times like 

these. The National Immigrant Justice Center, for its part, has been circulating know your rights 

information online. 

Simpson described people with final deportation orders as the “lowest hanging fruit” of the immigration 

system. ”The easiest population to go after would be individuals that have final orders of removal and are 

perhaps going to check in at their local ICE offices,” she said. (People with final orders of removal are 

sometimes allowed to stay in the United States as long as they periodically check in with Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, often because the agency lacks the resources to deport them, they have strong family 

ties in the country, or there is no other country willing to take them in.) 

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Trump linked his announcement of a mass roundup to recent talks with 

Mexico and Guatemala to keep asylum-seekers from reaching the United States, which is vastly 

different from removing people with final deportation orders from the country. This is yet another indication 

that Trump’s tweet — issued the night before his official 2020 campaign launch — was about appealing to a 

nativist base rather than an actual policy. 

Another possibility is that Trump was referring to the rumored expansionof expedited removal, a program that 

currently allows ICE to quickly deport people within 14 days of their entry to the United States, if they’re 

caught within 100 miles of the border. “To be totally blunt, I don’t think Trump is capable of that level of 

nuance,” said Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, a policy analyst at the Migration Policy Institute. 

By all measures, a plan to deport “millions” of people is an astounding exaggeration — even beginning to 

deport millions, as Trump pledged ICE would do, stretches the truth to a breaking point. As Sarah Pierce, an 

analyst at the Migration Policy Institute, pointed out on Twitter, ICE has deported an average of 90,000 

people from the interior of the United States in recent years. The largest number of people ICE deported 

overall — from the interior, as well as recent border crossers — was about 420,000 people in 2012. 

In response to a question about Trump’s tweet, ICE sent a statement that referred to interior enforcement. 

“ICE will continue to conduct interior enforcement without exemption for those who are in violation of 

federal immigration law,” the statement reads. “This includes routine targeted enforcement operations, 

criminals, individuals subject to removal orders, and worksite enforcement.” 

REGARDLESS OF WHAT Trump was referring to, or if such a plan to deport immigrants actually exists, 

ICE is not actually capable of such a large-scale deportation operation, immigration lawyers and analysts say. 

There are about 5,000 officers in Enforcement and Removal Operations, or ERO, an arm of ICE, who carry 

out deportations. From a basic staffing perspective, that’s not enough people to work to arrest and deport 

millions of people. Even if ICE transferred personnel from Homeland Security Investigations, the arm that 

looks into criminal activity and trafficking, to ERO, there would still be a shortage of officers. 

“The only way they could really actually do this is to reassign people from HSI without actually going after 

people with serious criminal records,” said Cameron, who noted that the majority of immigrants with final 

deportation orders don’t have criminal records. “Potentially they’re giving up serious security investigations,” 

he added, referring to ICE. “We can talk about the necessity of those investigations, but at least on paper, 

that’s what they justify their existence with.” 

https://immigrantjustice.org/know-your-rights/Preparing-for-ICE-Enforcement-Actions
https://immigrantjustice.org/know-your-rights/Preparing-for-ICE-Enforcement-Actions
https://twitter.com/TalKopan/status/1141087079365038081
https://twitter.com/Haleaziz/status/1141087751334293504
https://twitter.com/Haleaziz/status/1141087751334293504
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/04/25/deportation-undocumented-immigrants-1380380
https://twitter.com/SarahPierceEsq/status/1140984322712899584
https://twitter.com/matt_cam/status/1140976406505152512
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ICE did not respond to a question about whether it would transfer personnel from HSI to ERO. 

Another factor that makes it impossible for ICE to effectuate the plan is the lack of available bed space. 

Deportees don’t go straight from custody to a foreign country, but are generally detained first; there are about 

50,000 beds in immigration detention centers around the country. Then there are basic logistics. To track 

down people with final deportation orders, ICE would probably look them up at their last known address, 

which, in most cases, is likely not their current address, Cameron said. Immigrants with final deportation 

orders often don’t have passports, and ICE would have to engage in a monthslong process to obtain travel 

documents for the people it intends to deport. 

One of the first immigration actions Trump took as president was to eliminate a system of priorities that 

President Barack Obama created for deportations. The system prioritized the deportation of people with 

serious criminal records or who otherwise posed a threat to public safety, and its creation was an 

acknowledgement by the Obama administration that it’s simply not possible to deport the 11 million people 

who live in the United States without proper legal documents. Though the Department of Homeland Security 

under Trump has gone after all undocumented immigrants with equal zeal, it has maintained that it is doing so 

in the interest of public safety — a notion that is easily disproven.  

“Trump has abandoned any pretense of any kind of priorities,” Cameron said. “If they’re going to apply that 

standard for people with final orders, you’re going to give up any pretense that this is about public safety.” 

Due process safeguards in the immigration system are another hurdle the administration would face. 

“If you start aggressively enforcing against people who have final orders right now, you’re going to see lots of 

motions to reopen being filed, which would slog up a court system that’s already backed up,” said Cameron, 

who is based on Boston and works frequently with Central American immigrants. 

The same issue would exist even if a future enforcement operation were to expand beyond people with final 

orders of removal to something like a workplace raid, Simpson said. “Most of these individuals would have 

the opportunity to have their case heard before the immigration judge,” she said. “These aren’t people who 

would be immediately deported. This is something that isn’t being considered in terms of effectuating 

removals of people in the coming weeks.” 

 

https://theintercept.com/2019/06/18/trump-deportation-tweet-

ice/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=38f9482f23-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-38f9482f23-

132956525 
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El 40% de las mujeres y niñas viven en países que suspenden en igualdad de género 

Europa destaca en equidad, pero ningún lugar del mundo alcanzará en 2030 la equiparación plena a la que se 

comprometieron con los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostebible 

Refugiada rohingya en el campo de Cox's Bazar, en Bangladesh. ALLISON JOYCE (ONU MUJERES) 

ALEJANDRA AGUDO 

PILAR ÁLVAREZ 

Los 193 países de las Naciones Unidas se comprometieron a lograr la igualdad de género en 2030. En todos 

los sentidos: laboral, sanitario, educacional, político, social... Lo hicieron cuando aprobaron los 17 Objetivos 

de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS) en septiembre de 2015. Ninguno lo ha conseguido aún y tampoco lo hará para 

la fecha fijada, según el Índice de Género de los ODS 2019,publicado este lunes por Equal Measures 2030, 

una coalición de organizaciones entre las que están la Fundación Bill & Melinda Gates y Plan Internacional. 

Dinamarca es el que más cerca está de lograrlo, con una nota de 89,3 sobre 100. Sin embargo, con datos de 

129 países –que cubren el 95% de la población femenina del mundo–, los autores concluyen que el 40% de 

las niñas y mujeres (1.400 millones) viven en países que suspenden en igualdad de género —aquellos que 

https://elpais.com/autor/alejandra_agudo/a/
https://elpais.com/autor/pilar_alvarez/a/
https://elpais.com/especiales/2015/planeta-futuro/objetivos-desarrollo-sostenible/
https://elpais.com/especiales/2015/planeta-futuro/objetivos-desarrollo-sostenible/
https://data.em2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/EM2030_2019_Global_Report_ENG.pdf
https://data.em2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/EM2030_2019_Global_Report_ENG.pdf
https://data.em2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/EM2030_2019_Global_Report_ENG.pdf
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obtienen menos de 59 puntos sobre 100—. Y otro 40% vive en naciones que “aprueban por los pelos” (entre 

60 y 69 puntos). Ningún país obtiene una nota “excelente” (por encima del 90) 

 

“Sabemos que para garantizar los derechos de las niñas y mujeres, los países tienen que invertir en servicios 

públicos, en su seguridad, en infraestructuras básicas como carreteras y otras cuestiones que permitan su 

actividad económica. Por eso, no es sorprendente que los que cuentan con menos recursos lo tengan más 

difícil que los países más ricos”, anota Alison Holder, directora de Equal Measures 2030, en una conversación 

telefónica desde Vancouver. 

De los países en la parte alta de la lista, la mayoría europeos, 21 obtienen una buena puntuación (entre 80 y 

89), sin embargo, ninguno alcanza una calificación excelente (más de 90). Pese a que su punto de partida es 

https://data.em2030.org/
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sustancialmente mejor que los que están en la parte baja, todos tienen puntuaciones pobres o muy pobres en al 

menos uno de los 14 ODS que se miden en el estudio. 

En el caso de Dinamarca, primero de la clasificación, falla en cuanto a su grado de compromiso para el 

cumplimiento del Marco de Sendai, de 2015, para la reducción de riesgos frente al cambio climático, a cuyos 

efectos son más vulnerables las mujeres. España, en el puesto 23 con una nota de 79,7 (en el grupo de los 

“pasables”) que le sitúa a la cola de Europa, adolece del mismo problema además de tener una puntuación 

regular en el Objetivo 16 que, entre otras variables, tiene en cuenta el porcentaje de mujeres en las posiciones 

más alta de la judicatura. 

A pesar de los esfuerzos de los gobiernos, el 40% de las niñas y mujeres del mundo (1.400 millones) viven en 

países que suspenden en igualdad de género 

“Hay algo muy profundo en todas las culturas del mundo. El patriarcado impide obtener la verdadera 

igualdad”, sostiene Caterina Bolognese, responsable de la División de Igualdad de Género del Consejo de 

Europa, con 47 países miembros, un organismo que no hace clasificaciones por países. Bolognese propugna 

“trabajar sobre todo con los estereotipos en la infancia y adolescencia”. Ejemplifica cómo países europeos 

están centrados en la protección a las mujeres víctimas de violencia de género: “Es un enfoque necesario, pero 

si no vamos a la raíz del asunto nunca lo resolveremos del todo”, añade. 

El informe subraya que todos los países del mundo, incluso los de altos ingresos, “pueden mejorar sus leyes, 

políticas, o decisiones presupuestarias para alcanzar la igualdad de género en 2030”. Bolognese considera 

“prioritario” eliminar todas las discriminaciones que existen en las leyes, más allá de hacer normas 

específicas: “Se piensa que todo es neutro, pero no es cierto. Siempre encontramos diferencias entre cómo 

afecta a ellos y a ellas cualquier normativa”. 

Para Concha López, directora de la ONG Plan Internacional España, es importante destacar que muchos de 

los países que tienen mejor nota no cuentan con tantas mujeres en posiciones de liderazgo político como otros 

que, aun estando en peor posición, tienen altos porcentajes de parlamentarias. “Para ciertos países esto es un 

toque de atención. Si no avanzamos más rápido, tardaremos más de un siglo en lograr la igualdad de género y 

la Agenda 2030 nos dice que tenemos que hacerlo en poco más de 10 años”, advierte. 

Con el baremo del informe, la nota media del mundo respecto a la igualdad de género es de 65,7 de 100. 

Aprobado raspado, según sus parámetros. En dos años, avanza Holder, se elaborará un nuevo informe y se 

podrá ver si ha habido progreso respecto a la fotografía que arroja este primer estudio sobre la igualdad de 

género en base a los indicadores de la Agenda 2030. 

Los filántropos Bill y Melinda Gates ya advertían en su carta anual de 2019, de las pocas estadísticas que hay 

sobre la situación de las mujeres, sobre todo las que viven en países en vías de desarrollo. “Se centran en la 

salud sexual y reproductiva, pero no tenemos idea de cuánto gana o posee la mayoría de ellas porque, en 

muchos países, los ingresos y los activos son contados por hogar”, criticaban. Sin este tipo de datos, 

“difícilmente puede uno medir si se está mejorando o no la condición económica de las mismas”, agregaban. 

La igualdad de género impulsa el desarrollo económico y viceversa. Ambas cosas 

ALISON HOLDER, DIRECTORA DE EQUAL MEASURES 2030 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/frameworks/sendaiframework
https://elpais.com/especiales/2015/planeta-futuro/objetivos-desarrollo-sostenible/paz-y-justicia/#content
https://plan-international.es/
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/02/12/planeta_futuro/1549980400_086912.html
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Por eso, justifica el matrimonio, su fundación ha hecho una “gran inversión” para cubrir esta carencia de 

información. “Este trabajo de recolección y análisis de datos puede parecer —admitámoslo— aburrido. Lo 

que no es aburrido, no obstante, es utilizar datos para empoderar a millones de mujeres y niñas”, escribían. 

Cuatro meses después, llega este índice que viene a arrojar luz sobre la situación de la población femenina. 

De momento, los resultados apuntan que hay tarea: es precisamente el objetivo de desarrollo específico sobre 

igualdad de género, el número 5, uno de los que más lejos está de conseguirse de todos los que ha analizado el 

equipo de Equal Measures. Entre los factores que lo explican, los autores citan las leyes sobre el aborto. 

"Siguen siendo altamente restringidas en un gran número de países de todo el mundo, particularmente en 

África subsahariana, América Latina y el Caribe, Asia y el Pacífico, y Medio Oriente y África del Norte (con 

Irlanda)", anotan. 

A la nación mejor clasificada (Dinamarca), le siguen Finlandia, Suecia, Noruega, Países Bajos, Eslovenia, 

Alemania, Canadá, Irlanda y Australia. El puesto 23º de España la deja por detrás de Francia, Italia o 

Portugal. 18 de los 20 primeros están en Europa y América del Norte y dos (Australia y Nueva Zelanda) en la 

región de Asia Pacífico. 

Los 10 países más bajos en el índice son Sierra Leona, Liberia, Nigeria, Mali, Mauritania, Níger, Yemen, 

Congo, República Democrática del Congo, Chad. Todos aparecen en la lista de estados frágiles de la OCDE. 

"La comunidad internacional no debe olvidarse de ellos", reclama López. Entre los de cola, 17 de los 20 están 

en África subsahariana, dos en Asia y Pacífico (Bangladés y Pakistán) y uno en Oriente Próximo (Yemen). 

“La igualdad de género impulsa el desarrollo económico y viceversa. Ambas cosas. Los datos muestran que 

los países con mayor igualdad de género crecen más rápido económicamente, y también que, cuando el 

crecimiento se comparte más equitativamente, beneficia al progreso del país”, analiza Holder. 

  

https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/03/planeta_futuro/1559556794_395729.html   

https://elpais.com/especiales/2015/planeta-futuro/objetivos-desarrollo-sostenible/igualdad-genero/#content
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/03/planeta_futuro/1559556794_395729.html
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To protect and slur 

Inside hate groups on Facebook, police officers trade racist memes, conspiracy theories and Islamophobia 

by Will Carless and Michael Corey | June 14, 2019 

First in a series 

Hundreds of active-duty and retired law enforcement officers from across the United States are members of 

Confederate, anti-Islam, misogynistic or anti-government militia groups on Facebook, a Reveal investigation 

has found. 

These cops have worked at every level of American law enforcement, from tiny, rural sheriff’s departments to 

the largest agencies in the country, such as the Los Angeles and New York police departments. They work in 

jails and schools and airports, on boats and trains and in patrol cars. And, Reveal from The Center for 

Investigative Reporting discovered, they also read and contribute to groups such as “White Lives Matter” and 

“DEATH TO ISLAM UNDERCOVER.” 

The groups cover a range of extremist ideologies. Some present themselves publicly as being dedicated to 

benign historical discussion of the Confederacy, but are replete with racism inside. Some trade in anti-Semitic 

and anti-immigrant memes. Some are openly Islamophobic. And almost 150 of the officers we found are 

involved with violent anti-government groups such as the Oath Keepers and Three Percenters. 

More than 50 departments launched internal investigations after being presented with our findings, in some 

cases saying they would examine officers’ past conduct to see if their online activity mirrored their policing in 

real life. And some departments have taken action, with at least one officer being fired for violating 

department policies. 

We’ve been telling stories that change laws and lives for more than 40 years. And we’re just getting started. 

Sign up for our newsletter. 

Submit
 

U.S. law enforcement agencies, many of which have deeply troubled histories of discrimination, have long 

been accused of connections between officers and extremist groups. At the Unite the Right rally in 

Charlottesville, Virginia, marchers flew a “Blue Lives Matter” flag alongside anti-Semitic and white 

supremacist messages. In Portland, Oregon, police officers were found to have been texting with a far-right 

group that regularly hosts white supremacists and white nationalists at its rallies. A classified FBI 

Counterterrorism Policy Guide from April 2015, obtained by The Intercept, warned that white supremacists 

and other far-right groups had infiltrated American law enforcement. 

It can be difficult to determine how deep or widespread these connections run. Researchers 

recently found numerous examples of police officers posting violent and racist content on their public 

https://www.apnews.com/241443b1c69a48c1824f043517b5197a
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/disturbing-texts-between-oregon-police-far-right-group-prompts-investigation-n972161
https://theintercept.com/2017/01/31/the-fbi-has-quietly-investigated-white-supremacist-infiltration-of-law-enforcement/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emilyhoerner/police-facebook-racist-violent-posts-comments-philadelphia
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Facebook pages. Reveal’s investigation shows for the first time that officers in agencies across the country 

have actively joined private hate groups, participating in the spread of extremism on Facebook. 

Most of the hateful Facebook groups these cops frequent are closed, meaning only members are allowed to 

see content posted by other members. Reveal joined dozens of these groups and verified the identities of 

almost 400 current and retired law enforcement officials who are members. 

 

One guard at the Angola prison in Louisiana, Geoffery Crosby, was a member of 56 extremist groups, 

including 45 Confederate groups and one called “BAN THE NAACP.” 

A detective at the Harris County Sheriff’s Office in Houston, James “J.T.” Thomas, was a member of the 

closed Facebook group “The White Privilege Club.” 

The group contains hundreds of hateful, racist and anti-Semitic posts; links to interviews with white 

supremacists such as Richard Spencer; and invites to events such as the deadly Unite the Right rally in 

Charlottesville. Users regularly post memes featuring Pepe the Frog, the alt-right mascot, with captions such 

as, “white people, do something.” And there are explicitly racist jokes, such as one with a photo of fried 

chicken and grape soda with the caption, “Mom packed me a niggable for school.” 
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Thomas once posted the logo for the Black College Football Hall of Fame inside the group with a simple 

caption: “Seriously. Why?” Soon after, he posted a meme about an elderly African American woman 

confusedly responding to a reporter’s question by naming a fried chicken restaurant. 

After being presented with Thomas’ postings on Facebook, the Harris County Sheriff’s Office fired him in 

February for violating a number of employee conduct policies. 

“These policies state that ‘an employee’s actions must never bring the HCSO into disrepute, nor should 

conduct be detrimental to the HCSO’s efficient operation. … Personnel who, through their use of social 

media, cause undue embarrassment or damage the reputation of, or erode the public’s confidence in, the 

HCSO shall be deemed to have violated this policy and shall be subject to counseling and/or discipline,” the 

department said in an email. 

In a hearing to appeal his firing, Thomas said he didn’t realize he was a member of the closed group and 

defended his behavior. “If you remove the black female out of the picture, what’s racist about it?” he said. 

The Harris County Sheriff’s Civil Service Commission upheld his firing. 

Lonnie Allen Brown of the Kingsville Police Department in Texas, a member of three Islamophobic groups, 

posted a photo of a young black man with a pistol to his head with the header, “If Black lives really mattered 

…. They’d stop shooting each other!” He also posted an image that read: “Islam. A cult of oppression, rape, 

pedophilia and murder cannot be reasoned with!” Neither he nor his department returned calls for comment. 

 

Peter Simi, an associate professor of sociology at Chapman University who has studied extremist groups for 

more than 20 years, said biased views like those expressed in these Facebook groups inevitably influence an 

individual’s decision-making process. 
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“The perceptions we have about the world at large drive the decisions we make,” Simi said. “To think that 

people could completely separate these extremist right-wing views from their actions just isn’t consistent with 

what we know about the decision-making process.” 

While Facebook vows that it prioritizes meaningful content, its algorithms also appear to play a role in 

strengthening biases. The more extreme groups we joined, the more Facebook suggested new – and often 

even more troubling – groups to join or pages to like. It was easy to see how users, including police officers, 

could be increasingly radicalized by what they saw on their news feed. 

What’s harder to see is how these views affected their policing offline. 

‘I may have used the N-word’ 

 

Disciplinary records and investigations into police misconduct are kept secret in a majority of states, meaning 

most American cops enjoy a blanket of protection that can cover up biases. But in some cases, we found 

public documents that showed the officers we identified via Facebook also had been involved in real-life 

instances of alleged racism or other misconduct. 

Will Weisenberger, a sheriff’s deputy in Madison County, Mississippi, was a member of a closed Facebook 

group called “White Lives Matter.” He’s also been caught up in a lawsuit filed by the American Civil 

Liberties Union against the department for allegedly engaging in decades of systemic racism and 

discriminatory policing. 

Racism was so systematic at the Madison County Sheriff’s Department, the ACLU asserts, that the 

department’s blank arrest forms came with two words already filled in: “Black” and “Male.” 

Lawyers for the ACLU deposed Weisenberger and asked him about an incident in which a fellow deputy 

alleged that Weisenberger had punched an African American man in the face while the man’s hands were 

cuffed. Then they asked him if he ever uses any racial slurs while on duty. 

“I may have used the N-word,” Weisenberger said, according to the deposition. 

“It’s not something I’m proud of or do every day,” he continued. 

Neither the Sheriff’s Department nor Weisenberger responded to calls for comment. The Sheriff’s 

Department wouldn’t release Weisenberger’s disciplinary record or a copy of the complaint made by his 

colleague. Police disciplinary records in Mississippi are confidential. 

In Chicago, Lt. Richard Moravec was a member of a closed Facebook group called “Any islamist insults 

infidels, I will put him under my feet,” which disappeared from Facebook before we could join it or search 

it for posts by officers. 
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While we don’t know if he ever interacted with the Islamophobic group, Moravec has posted content that 

appears to be openly anti-transgender and anti-Islam on his personal Facebook page. 

One meme Moravec posted featured a photo of a young girl with the caption, “Please! Don’t confuse me. I’m 

a girl. Don’t teach me to question if I’m a boy, transexual, transgendered, intersexed or two spirited.” 

 

And Chicago’s open records on police conduct revealed that he also has been the subject of 70 allegations, 

including accusations of illegal use of force, verbal abuse and criminal misconduct, according to the Citizens 

Police Data Project. That’s more than 99 percent of Chicago police officers. One of the allegations resulted 

in a five-day suspension. 

Moravec didn’t respond to a call for comment. 

https://cpdp.co/officer/19591/richard-moravec/
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‘This group is sometimes racist does this bother you?’ 

 

To find cops with connections to extremist groups, we built lists of two different types of Facebook users: 

members of extremist groups and members of police groups. 

We wrote software to download these lists directly from Facebook, something the platform allowed at the 

time. In mid-2018, in the wake of the Cambridge Analytica scandal and after we already had downloaded our 

data, Facebook shut down the ability to download membership lists from groups. Then we ran those two 

datasets against each other to find users who were members of at least one law enforcement group and one 

far-right group. 

We got 14,000 hits. 

We did not assume that everyone in a police Facebook group was an actual officer, because many could 

be relatives of police officers or just really into law enforcement. So, we spent months poring over individual 

Facebook pages, looking for clues, such as photos of the officer in uniform, or posts about police events, 

or notes mourning lost cops. Then we corroborated what we found on Facebook with additional research, 

often calling the departments to confirm the individual either still or had once worked there. 

Ultimately, we confirmed that almost 400 users were indeed either currently employed as police officers, 

sheriffs or prison guards or had once worked in law enforcement. 

We then asked to join the closed extremist groups. Many groups ask users questions in order to join, and these 

often offer insight into the nature of the group. The group “Stop Radical Islam in America,” for example, 

asks, “Why do you personally think Islam should be banned in America?” At least 12 current and former 

police officers were members of that group. 

The group “Confederate Brothers & Sisters,” which counts at least 25 current and former cops as members, 

explicitly asks, “This group is sometimes racist does this bother you?” Inside that group, we found several 

cops and ex-cops posting racist comments. 

We used our real names and photos and answered the questions honestly to join these groups. We used 

general language, often saying we were “interested in learning more.” As a result, many of the most extreme 

groups rejected our application to join, ignored us or blocked us from viewing the group. 

But dozens let us in. 

We didn’t seek to find every single hate group or police group on Facebook, and we couldn’t confirm the 

professions of hundreds of the users in our database. 
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Several officers claimed that they didn’t even know they were members of the closed groups we identified 

them in. And that’s probably the case for at least some of these officers, due to Facebook’s policies for joining 

groups. 

Until late 2018, Facebook allowed users to invite friends to join groups they thought would interest them. The 

invitees would receive a notification telling them they were a member of a new group, and depending on each 

user’s algorithm, the user’s news feed might include content and postings from the group. But it’s certainly 

possible that cops could have been added to groups without realizing it, especially if they’re not active 

on Facebook. 

Facebook has since changed its policies. Users now get a request to join a group that they have to confirm. 

But that doesn’t apply to dozens of current and retired officers who have commented on and liked posts 

in closed extremist groups or who proactively joined groups themselves, without being invited by somebody 

else. 

We examined a tiny sample of what exists on Facebook — what Megan Squire, a computer science professor 

from Elon University in North Carolina, called “a tiny, postage-stamp-sized window into Facebook’s 

skyscraper of data.” 

Squire, who has studied hate groups on Facebook for years and maintains her own database, said the social 

media platform, and especially closed groups, are used by hate groups such as white supremacists to plan 

events and build camaraderie. 

“Charlottesville was planned on Facebook,” Squire said. “Extremists are definitely using Facebook groups 

to plan physical, real-world events or just to make their lives a little smaller, to find friends.” 

A spokeswoman for Facebook said the company doesn’t tolerate hate speech on the platform and works 

extremely hard to identify and shut down hate groups. In the last year, as part of a push to reform the 

company, Facebook has said it won’t tolerate white nationalist or white supremacist content, and it has moved 

to shut down the accounts of some of the most popular hate-speech provocateurs. 

But while groups with overt neo-Nazi, white supremacist or Ku Klux Klan names get shut down relatively 

quickly by Facebook, hate groups have wised up in response. 

‘I like memes, they make me laugh’ 

 

As has happened elsewhere on the internet, extremist groups on Facebook often use in-jokes and subtle 

references in their names to avoid takedown policies. Moderators of closed groups control who can join, and 

on Facebook, cops can hide who they really are — using false names and listing pretend jobs. 
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Inside the closed Facebook groups to which we gained access, transparently racist, misogynistic and 

homophobic content is on full display. We catalogued more than 120 active and retired officers posting 

in these groups or commenting in support of others. 

In one 48-hour period, civilian members of one closed group posted a steady stream of hateful content: 

 One user posted a link to a piece about how the skins of African slaves were once turned into jackets. 

It garnered 34 comments and 103 emoticon responses in 24 hours. Almost all of the people reacting 

to the post gave it the “haha” response. “10/10 would wear, ” a commenter said. 

 Another post mocked the removal of a citizenship question from the 2020 census, playing off the 

common white supremacist conspiracy theory that an international group of Jews is masterminding 

the immigration of Latinos into the United States. “When are we going to show everyone what the 

Jewish cabal is doing?” commented one member. 

 A video showing an African American man being arrested by an African American police officer 

resulted in an immediate comment: “Just reading that made me crave some fried chicken and 

watermelon.” 

At least six law enforcement officers were members of the group, which was called “Anti-SJW Pinochet’s 

Helicopter Pilot Academy.” The name showcases the wordplay central to the white supremacists’ rebranding 

as the “alt-right.” It refers to the Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, who had his political opponents thrown 

out of helicopters into the Pacific Ocean. “SJW” stands for “social justice warrior,” a term used to mock 

individuals who support equal rights for people of color, women and the LGBTQ community. 

While the terminology is new and sometimes cryptic, the core messages of the alt-right echo longstanding 

neo-Nazi and white supremacist premises. Perry Tolliver, a retired corrections officer from Baltimore, and 

Michael Pinegar, a former Arizona Department of Corrections officer — who were both members of the 

Pinochet group until it disappeared from Facebook earlier this month — seemed well-versed in the alt-right’s 

terminology. In separate posts in the group, both Tolliver and Pinegar referred to African Americans 

as “dindus” — a racist slur common on Facebook and elsewhere. 

In a similar vein, Detective Steve Fumuso from Westchester County in New York frequently inserted 

comments into posts in the Pinochet group that denigrated African Americans, Latinos and the LGBTQ 

community. 

Fumuso posted a meme with a white man making the “OK” symbol — a favored gesture of the alt-right — 

and the words “fuckin mint” under a racist joke about Mexicans in December 2017. Earlier, he had 

commented, “Ha ha ha haaaa. Fuck em,” under a “Tucker Carlson Tonight” clip about Mexicans being 

worried about crime committed by Central American migrants. 

Westchester County Public Safety Commissioner Thomas Gleason said the department’s Special 

Investigations Unit would launch an investigation. 
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In an interview months later, Fumuso said he had retired shortly after the internal affairs investigation. 

He said the two things had nothing to do with each other. 

“I like memes, they make me laugh. I didn’t join to express any racist views,” he said. “I don’t care what you 

think. That’s my opinion. You know what’s a racist comment? ‘Brits are all full of shit.’ ” 

(The reporter conducting the interview, Will Carless, has a British accent.) 

Several officers contacted for this story countered that they have a First Amendment right to opine on social 

media, even if those opinions are unpopular or offensive to some people. 

However, while civilians enjoy First Amendment protection from government censorship or harassment, the 

U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that public agencies such as police departments may penalize their employees 

for speech and behavior in certain cases. 

Valerie Van Brocklin, a former federal prosecutor who trains police departments and other public employees 

on social media use, said police officers across the country have been fired or suspended for making off-color 

jokes or leaving problematic comments under newspaper articles. 

“I ask them, ‘Would you, as a cop, in your uniform, put that on a sandwich board and walk up and down the 

streets of your town? ’ ” Van Brocklin said. “And they’ll say, ‘No, because I could be fired for that.’ Well, 

instead of putting it on a sandwich board, you put it up for the whole world to see, so why would you think 

it’s protected?” 

‘We don’t discuss personnel matters’ 

 

No single code of conduct or ethics policy governs the thousands of jurisdictions in the U.S. that employ 

police officers. Different law enforcement agencies have widely differing standards for the behavior they 

accept from their personnel, and this was reflected in the responses we received from departments. 

In Watkins Glen, New York, Sgt. in Charge Steven Decker refused to talk about the fact that one of his 

officers, Robert Brill, was a member of two groups connected to the Proud Boys, a violent alt-right gang, and 

the group “Kekistani Freestate,” named for Kek, a sort of deity employed by the alt-right for memes and other 

jokes. 

“We don’t discuss personnel matters,” Decker said, before hanging up. Brill didn’t respond to calls for 

comment. 

The Abbeville Police Department in Georgia hasn’t responded to multiple phone calls and emails about one 

of its officers, Joel Quinn, frequently featuring conspiracy theories and anti-Islam posts on his personal 

Facebook wall. He also has posted inside a Confederate group. 

https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2017/05/08/what-kek-explaining-alt-right-deity-behind-their-meme-magic
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Reached via Facebook Messenger, Quinn defended his posts. “Its also my responsibility to detect possible 

threats to my community all the way up to and including my country,” he wrote. “Think about this, majority 

of crimes are committed by minorities (black, hispanic, etc) per FBI statistics yet I don’t ‘prey’ on any 

particular one.” (According to the latest FBI Uniform Crime Reporting statistics, 68.9 percent of arrestees 

in 2017 were white.) 

The Wisconsin Department of Corrections hasn’t commented on corrections officer Sheldon Best, a member 

of “Crusades Against Degeneracy,” a group that trades in racist, anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant and 

homophobic content. In 2017, Best commented on an NPR story reporting that babies of color are now the 

majority in the United States. Below it, he wrote: “Maybe, but minority on minority homocide (sic) will make 

sure adults of color remain a minority.” 

 

Best said in an interview that he was apologetic about this and other posts in the group. “Some people” could 

view his membership in the group as problematic, he acknowledged. However, he said that while some 

members of the group hold discriminatory views, he does not. 

We provided the New York Police Department with posts from Officer Randy Paulsaint, a member of 13 

groups committed to the anti-feminist Men Going Their Own Way movement. 

The groups contain memes depicting women as evil, greedy and jealous. In one, someone posted a meme 

about a woman asking for a Christmas present. In the comments, Paulsaint inserted a gif of a man kicking 

a woman in the head. 

The NYPD said its investigation was closed as unsubstantiated. “The investigation was unable to clearly 

prove or disprove that the subject officer made the offending posts,” the department said. 

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2017/crime-in-the-u.s.-2017/tables/table-43
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Peter Simi, the sociologist, said white supremacists and other extremists have been working hard to integrate 

their hateful views into society in as many ways as possible. 

“Leaders have long been advocating for infiltration of society — graduate from high school, go to college, 

join the military, become a police officer, become a school teacher — get inside the system,” he said. “That’s 

why it’s so difficult to get a handle on the scope of this, because the purpose for those who are infiltrating 

these systems is to be careful not to tip their hands. So we’re always dealing with the tip of the iceberg.” 

Researchers Daneel Knoetze and Michael Dailey contributed to this story. It was edited by Andrew Donohue 

and Matt Thompson. 

Will Carless can be reached at wcarless@revealnews.org, and Michael Corey can be reached 

at mcorey@revealnews.org. Follow Carless on Twitter: @willcarless. 

https://www.revealnews.org/article/inside-hate-groups-on-facebook-police-officers-trade-racist-memes-

conspiracy-theories-and-islamophobia/ 

  

mailto:wcarless@revealnews.org
mailto:mcorey@revealnews.org
http://www.twitter.com/willcarless
https://www.revealnews.org/article/inside-hate-groups-on-facebook-police-officers-trade-racist-memes-conspiracy-theories-and-islamophobia/
https://www.revealnews.org/article/inside-hate-groups-on-facebook-police-officers-trade-racist-memes-conspiracy-theories-and-islamophobia/
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  FEMEN     @FEMEN_Movement 

 

Si vives en México y quieres sumarte como activista envía un email a : femen.mx@gmail.com 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159809214069583872/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159809214069583872/photo/1
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement
https://twitter.com/FEMEN_Movement/status/1159809214069583872/photo/1
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Stonewall: A riot that changed millions of lives 

By Tom GeogheganBBC News, Washington 

Image copyrightNY DAILY NEWS ARCHIVE / GETTYImage captionTensions rose on the street after the 

raid 

When half a dozen police officers raided a Mafia-run gay bar on a hot New York night 50 years ago, little did 

they know their actions would spark a movement that reshaped the lives of generations to come. 

Mark didn't throw a brick that night. And he didn't confront a policeman. But he had something that was 

perhaps as potent as any projectile - he had chalk. 

It was handed to him with instructions by his friend Marty as chaos unfolded outside the Stonewall Inn, the 

police being pelted with coins and bottles. 

The homeless teenager set off up the street to scribble three words on the pavement. Then he did the same on 

a brick wall further up the road. 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                               Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila                                                                                      

 

 

 

97 

   Gaceta Universitaria de Derechos Humanos                                                                                           No. 385 septiembre  2019 

Three words. "Tomorrow night Stonewall" 

That simple message written by Mark was an attempt by Marty Robinson to spread the word, to ensure that a 

spontaneous act of defiance was transformed into something bigger. An hour earlier, the police had raided the 

bar in Greenwich Village for the second time that week, but this time on a Friday night at 1am when it was 

packed. 

About 200 customers - lesbians, gay men, transgender people, runaway teenagers and drag queens - were 

thrown out on to Christopher Street. A crowd turned on the officers who retreated inside for their safety. Gay 

people were used to running from the police, but this time they were the ones on the advance and the men in 

uniform on the retreat. 

The gay rights movement didn't start that night but it was invigorated by what happened in the hours and days 

after the first coin was thrown. And all the strides made since, like marriage equality and a more accepting 

society, owe something to the youths who fought the police and the activists who organised afterwards. 

Stonewall has been described as the Rosa Parks moment for gay rights. And just as Ms Parks' refusal to give 

up her seat on a bus in Alabama to a white man had the effect of animating the civil rights movement 14 years 

before, so Stonewall electrified the push for gay equality. 

In 1960s America, gays and lesbians were effectively outlaws, living in secrecy and fear. They were labelled 

insane by doctors, immoral by religious leaders, unemployable by the government, predatory by TV 

broadcasts and criminal by police. 

So what was it that made them suddenly fight back on the night of 27 June 1969? 

 

A fury years in the making 

At the time of the uprising, consensual sexual relations between men or between women were illegal in every 

US state except Illinois. Gay people could not work for the federal government or the military, and coming 

out would deny you a licence in many professions including law and medicine. 

The laws in New York state were particularly punitive despite - or perhaps partly in response to - a growing 

number of gay men and women moving to New York City from across the US. Thousands were arrested each 

year in the city for ''crimes against nature", solicitation or lewd behaviour. Some had their names published in 

newspapers, which meant they lost their jobs. Even what you wore was policed - fewer than three pieces of 

clothing deemed appropriate to your gender could put you in handcuffs. 

There was a huge amount of anger because gay people had no political power to prevent this, says William 

Eskridge, a professor at Yale Law School. "It was like a keg of dynamite waiting to ignite." 
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Young gay men and women didn't want to write letters to councillors to enact change or sign petitions, he 

says. Instead, they took their cue from the anti-war movement, from black power and those pushing for 

women's liberation. Their strategy was simple. "Go to the streets and make trouble. Attack, attack, attack." 

Image copyrightGETTY IMAGESImage captionThe Stonewall Inn, a week after the uprising and in 2009 

There was no refuge for them in bars or nightclubs. The local liquor laws in New York City were interpreted 

in a way that meant serving alcohol to gays and lesbians could close down any licensed premises because that 

made the venue "disorderly". Dancing with someone from the same sex could be interpreted as a "lewd" 

offence. 

A crackdown on the city's gay bars began in the early 1960s. The Mafia stepped in to run many of them, 

charging more for watered down drinks and paying off the authorities. Despite this exploitation by the Mob, 

patrons of the Stonewall Inn regarded it as a sanctuary, a rare place for self-expression and affection. 

Uniquely, it had a dancefloor. 

As the raids increased in frequency in the summer of 1969, with a mayoral election looming, the Stonewall 

became an obvious target. It was run by criminals and it sold alcohol without a licence. There were also 

rumours the Mafia was blackmailing its wealthy customers. But as the police closed in, they had no idea what 

they were walking into - the sense of injustice was palpable, not just from the recent raids but a number of 

vigilante attacks. 

On the hottest night of the summer, all this tinderbox needed was a spark. 
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'We were fighting back' 

About six officers - including those who led the NYPD's public morals division - walked across Christopher 

Street and went into the bar, where undercover colleagues were already inside. The lights came up, the music 

stopped and the police instructed people to show their IDs as they left. 

Ejected patrons spilled out on to the street. At first the atmosphere was festive, says Robert Bryan, who was 

23 at the time. He arrived on the scene soon after the raid. "There was laughing and joking. People were 

coming out of the bar striking poses and bowing." 

The mood changed, he says, when a drag queen was attacked by one officer after she hit him with her purse. 

People started throwing coins at police. It deteriorated further when a lesbian came out of the bar and 

struggled as police tried to put her in a car. Instead of cents and quarters, the missiles became stones and 

bottles. 

Image copyrightPHOTO BY DIANA DAVIES, THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARYImage 
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captionActivist Marsha P Johnson, pictured here a year later, is held up as a Stonewall hero for confronting 

police that night 

As the police retreated inside, they began grabbing people and beating them, says Bryan, who aimed a kick at 

one officer before running away with another policeman in vain pursuit. When he returned, the police were 

trapped inside the building and - they later revealed - fearing for their lives. They were only a handful in 

number and by now several hundreds of protesters had gathered outside. 

A rubbish bin was hurled at the window and lighter fluid used to ignite projectiles. A parking meter was 

uprooted and used as a battering ram on the front door. 

"It was just this emotional, adrenaline-crazed moment, completely irrational," says Bryan. There was a mob 

spirit, he says, and he felt like he was in a dreamlike state, acting without restraint. "God knows I would never 

have kicked a policeman if I were alone. We were finally fighting back and it was exhilarating." 

Riot police arrived to rescue their colleagues but the violence went on before it eventually subsided. At least 

one police officer was treated in hospital for a head wound and 13 demonstrators were arrested. 

Image copyrightGETTY IMAGESImage captionPeople gathered to celebrate outside the bar in the days 

afterwards 
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That battle was over but some of those present knew nothing would be the same again. The following night 

saw a larger crowd - helped partly, perhaps, by Robinson's chalk but also a leafleting campaign during the 

day. It was more violent and police took a more muscular approach, using tear gas. Rubbish cans were set on 

fire and thrown at them. The protests continued for another four nights, particularly violent on the 

Wednesday. 

But the question on many minds when the uprising ended was - what next? 

 

First steps to freedom 

When Martha Shelley, 25, climbed on top of a water fountain in a park near Stonewall exactly one month 

after the riot, she feared for her life. But she had an important message to tell the crowd of a few hundred - 

come out of the shadows and "walk in the sunshine". 

"It was scary," she says, now aged 75 and looking back to that day. "I was in Harlem when MLK was shot 

and it went up in flames. I was aware that I could get shot." 

At her urging, and after a stirring speech from Marty Robinson, they had all marched to Stonewall Inn, some 

wearing lavender-coloured sashes, holding hands and chanting "Gay Power!" Once there, she told the crowd 

to disperse as she feared more violence. 

This was the first time gay people had openly marched in New York, demanding equality. There had been an 

annual picket in Philadelphia in front of Independence Hall for a few years, led by the Mattachine Society, the 

first major gay rights organisation. But that was a courteous affair, says Shelley. 

"I went to Philadelphia. Women had to wear dresses. I hated it from the bottom of my heart. We walked 

around with our signs and the tourists were looking at us like we were something out of the zoo as they ate 

their ice cream. I thought 'This isn't me, it's fake.'" 
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Image copyrightPHOTO BY KAY TOBIN, ©THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARYImage captionAn 

annual picket was held on 4 July in Philadelphia. This photo is part of a Stonewall exhibition at New York 

Public Library 

Before Stonewall, the activists wanted to fit into society and not rock the boat. But after the uprising, polite 

requests for change turned into angry demands. The rally organised by Shelley and Robinson does not get the 

same billing in the history books as the big gay rights march the following year, which has become known as 

the first Pride march. 

But it was hugely significant. The first, courageous step had been taken. 

 

Getting organised 

This new mood was best embodied in what became the most important driving force to emerge from 

Stonewall - the Gay Liberation Front (GLF). It was formed within weeks, and was as much a loose alliance of 

groups as a single entity. 
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The name was a nod to the National Liberation Front fighting the US in Vietnam. When it was suggested at a 

meeting, Shelley was so enthusiastic she banged her hand hard on her beer bottle, drawing blood. "The riots 

would've done nothing if we hadn't organised afterwards," she says. 

The GLF only lasted a few years but burned brightly in that time, with a gamut of issues to fight. 

"Control over your own body was primary," says Shelley. "That includes sexual liberation, freedom from the 

draft, women's reproductive rights, freedom to take drugs without being imprisoned for it, and economic 

freedom." And anti-racism, she adds - all those freedoms had to apply to everyone, regardless of race, 

religion, or citizenship status. 

Image copyrightPHOTO BY DIANA DAVIES, THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARYImage captionMartha 

Shelley produced and sold Come Out! 

The GLF made alliances with some of the leading insurgent groups of the time, like the Black Panthers. Its 

members organised the first Pride march and set up a newspaper called Come Out! which Shelley sold on the 

street. 

GLF meetings were chaotic and there were deep disagreements over the best way forward. But its creation 

marked the start of a new era, leading to a wave of new activist groups like the Gay Activists Alliance (GAA) 

and the radical lesbian group Lavender Menace of which Shelley was a founder member. 
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A year later there was a GLF in London and the movement became a global one. 

 

The first Gay Pride march 

There are now thousands of Pride events around the world. But it had humble beginnings - it was over dinner 

with three friends soon after Stonewall that the idea of a more radical march demanding rights came about, 

says Ellen Broidy. 

Christopher Street Liberation Day, exactly one year after Stonewall, began at Greenwich Village and went 51 

blocks up Sixth Avenue to Central Park. Reports at the time estimated between 3,000 and 15,000 people took 

part. 

The most exciting thing about it was the number of people who joined along the route, says Broidy. "The core 

message was 'We're here. We're queer, get used to it.' But I sensed it was more than that. It was about 

reaching out and playing our part in the revolution. 

"I don't think any of us were marching for the right to serve in the military or to get married." It was less 

about legal change and more about overturning the systems of oppression, she says. 
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Image copyrightPHOTO BY DIANA DAVIES, THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARYImage captionThe 

annual march was not called Pride until years later 

Some people took self-defence classes, so certain were they of violence. But there wasn't any. Other US cities 

soon did the same and London had its first two years later. 

"It was natural and necessary," says Broidy. "If it hadn't happened first in New York in 1970, it would have 

happened in London or in Madrid or in Mexico City." 

Today, the political message is still there but Pride is more a celebration of gay culture, with music and 

corporate sponsors. 

Broidy thinks something has been lost in the process. "I think it's much more powerful without the floats and 

without Citibank and American Airlines. Yes, it's a sign of progress but in a distinctly capitalist market." 

 

Making strides 
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After that first Pride march, the speed of progress went up a notch. In the decade that followed, the federal 

exclusions on gays and lesbians were lifted, and the medical profession reversed its long-held belief that 

homosexuals needed psychiatric treatment. 

Harvey Milk became one of the first openly gay elected officials in the US, in 1977 in San Francisco. Two 

years later, about 100,000 people took part in a national march on Washington - probably at that point the 

biggest gathering of gay people in history. 

Many of the anti-sodomy laws were struck down in the 1980s, making homosexuality effectively legal, 

although it was decades before gay marriage became a federally-recognised right in 2015. The legal progress 

was matched by a change in attitudes - three-quarters of Americans are today accepting of gay relations. 

 

In 2019, there are still battles to fight - gay people can still be fired from their jobs in many states. And 

campaigners say the Trump administration is taking the country backwards again by rolling back some of 

their hard-fought freedoms. 

But the arrival of the first openly gay candidate for president suggests the general direction of travel is still 

one way. Perhaps the biggest sign of progress is that it's Pete Buttigieg's unusual surname and his Norwegian 

language skills that seem to provoke more curiosity than his sexuality. 
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No one fighting the police that night or marching on the streets could have predicted the strides made since. 

It's therefore worth reflecting on how much came out of that police raid on a Mafia bar, says David Carter, 

author of Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution, a book regarded as the definitive account of 

what happened. 

"It's very unexpected and very rare in human history that something that's a totally spontaneous act changed 

the course of human history for the better." 

Image 

copyrightGETTY IMAGESImage captionThe National March On Washington filled the famous mall 

It wasn't the first gay uprising against the police - as the LA Times recently recalled, the police were pelted 

with donuts 10 years earlier - but it was the most consequential. 

"It went from being microscopic in size to a mass movement - that's the historical significance of Stonewall," 

says Carter. But it has a deeper meaning too, he thinks. "These moments take on inspirational meaning so in 

terms of US history it's when MLK was giving his 'I have a dream' speech at the Lincoln Memorial. It's the 

Marines raising the flag over Iwo Jima." 

But unlike the other famous stories, the story of Stonewall is not taught in many schools. It is, however, 

remembered in other ways - in film, book and even in heritage. In 2016, the area around Stonewall was 

designated a national monument, and last week, the New York Police Department apologised for the raid. 

What Mark did next 

https://www.latimes.com/food/la-fo-gay-restaurants-los-angeles-pride-20190529-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/food/la-fo-gay-restaurants-los-angeles-pride-20190529-story.html
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So what happened to Mark Segal, the teenager handed the chalk by his friend Marty? 

When the Stonewall was raided, he had only been in New York for six weeks and was staying at the YMCA 

for $6 a night. Defiance was nothing new to him - his first act of rebellion was as a young Jewish boy refusing 

to sing Onward Christian Soldiers at school in Philadelphia. His grandmother had taken him to his first civil 

rights rally when he was 13. 

And outside Stonewall that night, he thought: "We are fighting for our rights, just as women, African 

Americans and others had throughout history." The police that night were a symbol, he says. "They were the 

synagogue, the family I couldn't tell, the reason I had to leave the city I loved to move to New York. They 

represented religion, the media, the government. All the people that shoved us away." 

Image copyrightNEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARYImage captionSegal (on right) campaigning with the Gay 

Liberation Front in 1970, a year after the uprising 

But Stonewall wasn't just a fight, it was a spirit and it gave him a purpose, he says. He vowed to spend the rest 

of his life on a new vocation. It took him first to the GLF where he helped run their youth outreach. And he 

also took on another mission - to make gay people as visible as possible to mainstream America. He did this 

through a strategy of public disruption. Or, as they were known, "zaps". 
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In 1973, he crashed the CBS primetime news show hosted by broadcasting legend Walter Cronkite and 

watched by 60 million people, holding a placard saying: "Gays protest CBS prejudice". 

Image copyrightMARK SEGALImage captionSegal crashed a Nixon fundraiser in 1972 

He went on to launch a gay newspaper in Philadelphia and become a pioneer in gay journalism, and his work 

on equality earned him an audience with President Barack Obama. 

Before he was given that piece of chalk 50 years ago, as a penniless teenager, he could never have imagined 

the path ahead - in the country or in his own life. 

"I wouldn't have known I would one day be dancing with my husband in the White House. So what I would 

say to someone who's young and thinking of coming out is 'Dream big'." 

Follow tom_geoghegan on Twitter 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48643756 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48643756

