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About Magnanimous-Incident Literature 

by Mark Twain 

 

All my life, from boyhood up, I have had the habit of reading a certain set of anecdotes, written in the quaint 

vein of The World's ingenious Fabulist, for the lesson they taught me and the pleasure they gave me. They lay 

always convenient to my hand, and whenever I thought meanly of my kind I turned to them, and they 

banished that sentiment; whenever I felt myself to be selfish, sordid, and ignoble I turned to them, and they 

told me what to do to win back my self-respect. Many times I wished that the charming anecdotes had not 

stopped with their happy climaxes, but had continued the pleasing history of the several benefactors and 

beneficiaries. This wish rose in my breast so persistently that at last I determined to satisfy it by seeking out 

the sequels of those anecdotes myself. So I set about it, and after great labor and tedious research 

accomplished my task. I will lay the result before you, giving you each anecdote in its turn, and following it 

with its sequel as I gathered it through my investigations. 

THE GRATEFUL POODLE 

One day a benevolent physician (who had read the books) having found a stray poodle suffering from a 

broken leg, conveyed the poor creature to his home, and after setting and bandaging the injured limb gave the 

little outcast its liberty again, and thought no more about the matter. But how great was his surprise, upon 

opening his door one morning, some days later, to find the grateful poodle patiently waiting there, and in its 

company another stray dog, one of whose legs, by some accident, had been broken. The kind physician at 

once relieved the distressed animal, nor did he forget to admire the inscrutable goodness and mercy of God, 

who had been willing to use so humble an instrument as the poor outcast poodle for the inculcating of, etc., 

etc., etc. 

SEQUEL 

The next morning the benevolent physician found the two dogs, beaming with gratitude, waiting at his door, 

and with them two other dogs-cripples. The cripples were speedily healed, and the four went their way, 

leaving the benevolent physician more overcome by pious wonder than ever. The day passed, the morning 

came. There at the door sat now the four reconstructed dogs, and with them four others requiring 

reconstruction. This day also passed, and another morning came; and now sixteen dogs, eight of them newly 

crippled, occupied the sidewalk, and the people were going around. By noon the broken legs were all set, but 

the pious wonder in the good physician's breast was beginning to get mixed with involuntary profanity. The 

sun rose once more, and exhibited thirty-two dogs, sixteen of them with broken legs, occupying the sidewalk 

and half of the street; the human spectators took up the rest of the room. The cries of the wounded, the songs 

of the healed brutes, and the comments of the onlooking citizens made great and inspiring cheer, but traffic 

was interrupted in that street. The good physician hired a couple of assistant surgeons and got through his 

benevolent work before dark, first taking the precaution to cancel his church-membership, so that he might 

express himself with the latitude which the case required. 

https://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

4 

But some things have their limits. When once more the morning dawned, and the good physician looked out 

upon a massed and far-reaching multitude of clamorous and beseeching dogs, he said, "I might as well 

acknowledge it, I have been fooled by the books; they only tell the pretty part of the story, and then stop. 

Fetch me the shotgun; this thing has gone along far enough." 

He issued forth with his weapon, and chanced to step upon the tail of the original poodle, who promptly bit 

him in the leg. Now the great and good work which this poodle had been engaged in had engendered in him 

such a mighty and augmenting enthusiasm as to turn his weak head at last and drive him mad. A month later, 

when the benevolent physician lay in the death-throes of hydrophobia, he called his weeping friends about 

him, and said: 

"Beware of the books. They tell but half of the story. Whenever a poor wretch asks you for help, and you feel 

a doubt as to what result may flow from your benevolence, give yourself the benefit of the doubt and kill the 

applicant." 

And so saying he turned his face to the wall and gave up the ghost. 

THE BENEVOLENT AUTHOR 

A poor and young literary beginner had tried in vain to get his manuscripts accepted. At last, when the horrors 

of starvation were staring him in the face, he laid his sad case before a celebrated author, beseeching his 

counsel and assistance. This generous man immediately put aside his own matters and proceeded to peruse 

one of the despised manuscripts. Having completed his kindly task, he shook the poor young man cordially by 

the hand, saying, "I perceive merit in this; come again to me on Monday." At the time specified, the 

celebrated author, with a sweet smile, but saying nothing, spread open a magazine which was damp from the 

press. What was the poor young man's astonishment to discover upon the printed page his own article. "How 

can I ever," said he, falling upon his knees and bursting into tears, "testify my gratitude for this noble 

conduct!" 

The celebrated author was the renowned Snodgrass; the poor young beginner thus rescued from obscurity and 

starvation was the afterward equally renowned Snagsby. Let this pleasing incident admonish us to turn a 

charitable ear to all beginners that need help. 

SEQUEL 

The next week Snagsby was back with five rejected manuscripts. The celebrated author was a little surprised, 

because in the books the young struggler had needed but one lift, apparently. However, he plowed through 

these papers, removing unnecessary flowers and digging up some acres of adjective stumps, and then 

succeeded in getting two of the articles accepted. 

A week or so drifted by, and the grateful Snagsby arrived with another cargo. The celebrated author had felt a 

mighty glow of satisfaction within himself the first time he had successfully befriended the poor young 

struggler, and had compared himself with the generous people in the books with high gratification; but he was 

beginning to suspect now that he had struck upon something fresh in the noble-episode line. His enthusiasm 
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took a chill. Still, he could not bear to repulse this struggling young author, who clung to him with such pretty 

simplicity and trustfulness. 

Well, the upshot of it all was that the celebrated author presently found himself permanently freighted with 

the poor young beginner. All his mild efforts to unload this cargo went for nothing. He had to give daily 

counsel, daily encouragement; he had to keep on procuring magazine acceptances, and then revamping the 

manuscripts to make them presentable. When the young aspirant got a start at last, he rode into sudden fame 

by describing the celebrated author's private life with such a caustic humor and such minuteness of blistering 

detail that the book sold a prodigious edition, and broke the celebrated author's heart with mortification. With 

his latest gasp he said, "Alas, the books deceived me; they do not tell the whole story. Beware of the 

struggling young author, my friends. Whom God sees fit to starve, let not man presumptuously rescue to his 

own undoing." 

THE GRATEFUL HUSBAND 

One day a lady was driving through the principal street of a great city with her little boy, when the horses took 

fright and dashed madly away, hurling the coachman from his box and leaving the occupants of the carnage 

paralyzed with terror. But a brave youth who was driving a grocery-wagon threw himself before the plunging 

animals, and succeeded in arresting their flight at the peril of his own.--[This is probably a misprint.--M. T.]--

The grateful lady took his number, and upon arriving at her home she related the heroic act to her husband 

(who had read the books), who listened with streaming eyes to the moving recital, and who, after returning 

thanks, in conjunction with his restored loved ones, to Him who suffereth not even a sparrow to fall to the 

ground unnoticed, sent for the brave young person, and, placing a check for five hundred dollars in his hand, 

said, "Take this as a reward for your noble act, William Ferguson, and if ever you shall need a friend, 

remember that Thompson McSpadden has a grateful heart." Let us learn from this that a good deed cannot fail 

to benefit the doer, however humble he may be. 

SEQUEL 

William Ferguson called the next week and asked Mr. McSpadden to use his influence to get him a higher 

employment, he feeling capable of better things than driving a grocer's wagon. Mr. McSpadden got him an 

underclerkship at a good salary. 

Presently William Ferguson's mother fell sick, and William--Well, to cut the story short, Mr. McSpadden 

consented to take her into his house. Before long she yearned for the society of her younger children; so Mary 

and Julia were admitted also, and little Jimmy, their brother. Jimmy had a pocket knife, and he wandered into 

the drawing-room with it one day, alone, and reduced ten thousand dollars' worth of furniture to an 

indeterminable value in rather less than three-quarters of an hour. A day or two later he fell down-stairs and 

broke his neck, and seventeen of his family's relatives came to the house to attend the funeral. This made 

them acquainted, and they kept the kitchen occupied after that, and likewise kept the McSpaddens busy 

hunting-up situations of various sorts for them, and hunting up more when they wore these out. The old 

woman drank a good deal and swore a good deal; but the grateful McSpaddens knew it was their duty to 

reform her, considering what her son had done for them, so they clave nobly to their generous task. William 

came often and got decreasing sums of money, and asked for higher and more lucrative employments--which 

the grateful McSpadden more or less promptly procured for him. McSpadden consented also, after some 
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demur, to fit William for college; but when the first vacation came and the hero requested to be sent to Europe 

for his health, the persecuted McSpadden rose against the tyrant and revolted. He plainly and squarely 

refused. William Ferguson's mother was so astounded that she let her gin-bottle drop, and her profane lips 

refused to do their office. When she recovered she said in a half-gasp, "Is this your gratitude? Where would 

your wife and boy be now, but for my son?" 

William said, "Is this your gratitude? Did I save your wife's life or not? Tell me that!" 

Seven relations swarmed in from the kitchen and each said, "And this is his gratitude!" 

William's sisters stared, bewildered, and said, "And this is his grat--" but were interrupted by their mother, 

who burst into tears and exclaimed, 

"To think that my sainted little Jimmy threw away his life in the service of such a reptile!" 

Then the pluck of the revolutionary McSpadden rose to the occasion, and he replied with fervor, "Out of my 

house, the whole beggarly tribe of you! I was beguiled by the books, but shall never be beguiled again --once 

is sufficient for me." And turning to William he shouted, "Yes, you did save my, wife's life, and the next man 

that does it shall die in his tracks!" 

Not being a clergyman, I place my text at the end of my sermon instead of at the beginning. Here it is, from 

Mr. Noah Brooks's Recollections of President Lincoln in Scribners Monthly: 

J. H. Hackett, in his part of Falstaff, was an actor who gave Mr. 

Lincoln great delight. With his usual desire to signify to others 

his sense of obligation, Mr. Lincoln wrote a genial little note to 

the actor expressing his pleasure at witnessing his performance. 

Mr. Hackett, in reply, sent a book of some sort; perhaps it was one 

of his own authorship. He also wrote several notes to the 

President. One night, quite late, when the episode had passed out 

of my mind, I went to the white House in answer to a message. 

Passing into the President's office, I noticed, to my surprise, 

Hackett sitting in the anteroom as if waiting for an audience. The 

President asked me if any one was outside. On being told, he said, 

half sadly, "Oh, I can't see him, I can't see him; I was in hopes he 

had gone away." Then he added, "Now this just illustrates the 

difficulty of having pleasant friends and acquaintances in this 

place. You know how I liked Hackett as an actor, and how I wrote to 

tell him so. He sent me that book, and there I thought the matter 

would end. He is a master of his place in the profession, I 

suppose, and well fixed in it; but just because we had a little 

friendly correspondence, such as any two men might have, he wants 

something. What do you suppose he wants?" I could not guess, and 

Mr. Lincoln added, "well, he wants to be consul to London. Oh, 

dear!" 
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I will observe, in conclusion, that the William Ferguson incident occurred, and within my personal 

knowledge--though I have changed the nature of the details, to keep William from recognizing himself in it. 

All the readers of this article have in some sweet and gushing hour of their lives played the role of 

Magnanimous-Incident hero. I wish I knew how many there are among them who are willing to talk about 

that episode and like to be reminded of the consequences that flowed from it. 

 

About Magnanimous-Incident Literature was featured as The Short Story of the Day on Mon, Sep 14, 2015 

 

https://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain/short-story/about-magnanimous-incident-literature  

  

https://americanliterature.com/short-story-of-the-day
https://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain/short-story/about-magnanimous-incident-literature
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Breath test detects severe COVID-19 infection in seconds 

More accurate and faster results than PCR test 

 
 

A new breath test detects severe COVID-19 infection in seconds. 

• Credit and Larger Version 

 

November 15, 2021 

Scientists at the Ohio State University, sponsored by the U.S. National Science Foundation, are developing a 

breath test that uses nanosensors to screen for COVID-19. The device measures biomarkers in breath unique 

to the virus and can detect COVID-19 in 15 seconds. 

In addition to being faster and less invasive than the sometimes tear-inducing nasal swab, the test has proven 

effective in identifying the virus in critically ill people. It could reduce the number of COVID-19 patients that 

https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_images.jsp?cntn_id=303896&org=NSF
https://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://news.osu.edu/ohio-state-breath-test-can-identify-covid-19-in-critically-ill-patients/
https://nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=2029847
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end up on a ventilator. Results from the study were published in PLOS ONE. The research team has requested 

approval for emergency use of the technology from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

"This novel breathalyzer technology uses nanosensors to identify and measure specific biomarkers in the 

breath," said scientist Pelagia-Irene Gouma. "This is the first study to demonstrate the use of a nanosensor 

breathalyzer system to detect a viral infection from exhaled breath prints." 

Added lead researcher Matthew Exline, "The gold standard for diagnosis of COVID-19 is a PCR test that 

requires an uncomfortable nasal swab and time in a lab to process the sample and obtain the results. The 

breathalyzer test used in our study can detect COVID-19 within seconds." 

A fast, efficient and noninvasive method to detect viral infections has major implications for containing and 

controlling outbreaks, the scientists said. Future studies will look at the use of the technology for less severe 

COVID-19 patients. 

--  NSF Public Affairs, Researchnews@nsf.gov 

https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303896&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdeli

very   

https://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0257644
mailto:Researchnews@nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303896&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303896&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Omicron: why the WHO designated it a variant of concern 

Author 

1. Ed Feil 

Professor of Microbial Evolution at The Milner Centre for Evolution, University of Bath 

Disclosure statement 

Ed Feil does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company or organization that 

would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations beyond their academic appointment. 

Partners 

University of Bath provides funding as a member of The Conversation UK. 

View all partners 

 

We believe in the free flow of information 

Republish our articles for free, online or in print, under a Creative Commons license. 

Republish this article 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced that the B.1.1.529 lineage of Sars-CoV-2, thought to 

have emerged in southern Africa, is to be designated as a variant of concern (VoC) named omicron. This 

decision has already precipitated a broad shift in priorities in pandemic management on a global scale. 

https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/profiles/ed-feil-236762
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/us/partners
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2021-classification-of-omicron-(b.1.1.529)-sars-cov-2-variant-of-concern
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/27/world/covid-omicron-variant-news
https://theconversation.com/profiles/ed-feil-236762
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-bath-1325
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You can listen to more articles from The Conversation, narrated by Noa, here. 

 

The WHO has recommended, among other things, increased surveillance, particularly virus genome 

sequencing; focused research to understand the dangers posed by this variant; and ramping up mitigation 

measures, such as mandatory mask wearing. Greater restrictions on international travel have already come 

into force in the UK and many other countries. Indeed, Japan has closed its borders to all foreign visitors. 

The speed with which the omicron variant was designated a VoC was dizzying. A little over two weeks 

passed since the first known infections in Botswana and South Africa. Contrast this with the delta variant that 

is currently dominant in Europe and many other parts of the world. This variant was first reported in India in 

October 2020, but despite causing a tremendous surge in cases in the country (as well as spreading to many 

others), it did not receive the elevated status of VoC until at least six months later. 

Help experts spread facts 

Give today 

There was certainly sluggishness in recognising the danger posed by the delta, and lessons have no doubt 

been learned of the importance of acting quickly to nip dangerous new variants in the bud, or at least to slow 

their spread to buy the world some time. But this delay also reflected the difficulties in generating robust 

evidence as to what a new variant is capable of. 

There are three types of behaviour (“phenotypes”) that determine the threat posed by a new variant. These are 

transmissibility (the rate at which it spreads from one person to another), virulence (the seriousness of disease 

symptoms) and immune evasion (the degree of protection a person receives from the vaccine or natural 

infection). The underlying genetics and evolutionary interactions among these three phenotypes are complex, 

and unpicking them requires both detailed real-world clinical and epidemiological data and careful 

experiments in the laboratory. 

So what is it about the omicron variant that has led the WHO, and many experts around the world, to be so 

concerned with such little data to go on – and are their warnings justified that this variant is the “most 

worrying we have seen”? 

https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/audio-narrated-99682
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-new-measures-as-omicron-variant-identified-in-uk-27-november-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-new-measures-as-omicron-variant-identified-in-uk-27-november-2021
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/japan/japan-travellers-omicron-covid-variant-b1965789.html
https://www.who.int/en/activities/tracking-SARS-CoV-2-variants/
https://www.who.int/en/activities/tracking-SARS-CoV-2-variants/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/26/b11529-covid-variant-most-worrying-weve-seen-says-top-uk-medical-adviser
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Many flights to and from South Africa have been cancelled following the announcement of an outbreak of 

omicron in the country. Kim Ludbrook/EPA 

There is no suggestion as yet that omicron causes more serious disease, but then there is almost no data 

available. Whether anecdotal reports from South Africa suggesting that this variant causes more mild 

symptoms turn out to be accurate, particularly for elderly or otherwise vulnerable people, remains to be seen. 

Yet there is clear cause for concern for both transmissibility and immune evasion. 

The heightened transmissibility of a new variant can be difficult to pin down, as stochastic (random) effects 

can result in alarming surges in case rates without requiring any underlying changes in viral genetics. When 

case rates are relatively low, as they have been recently in South Africa, super-spreading or “founding” 

events can cause dramatic increases in the prevalence of single lineage by chance. 

Even given these caveats, the consensus view is that the omicron variant does probably spread more rapidly 

than other variants. In the South African province of Gauteng, the emergence of omicron is thought to have 

pushed the R number (the number of people that one infected person will pass on a virus to, on average) up 

from around 1.5 to nearly 2, a significant shift if true. Unsurprisingly, it is also being picked up in 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7246029/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7246029/
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an increasing number of countries outside of southern Africa, including the UK, Israel, Belgium, Canada, 

Australia, the Netherlands and Austria. 

Jaw dropping 

Easily the most jaw-dropping feature of the omicron variant, however, is the fact that it represents a 

significant and sudden evolutionary leap, as reflected by the unprecedented number of mutations in the 

genome. How this came about is a matter of continuing speculation but, critically, 32 mutations have affected 

the spike protein, many of which are known to alter how the virus interacts with the antibodies produced by 

the vaccines or prior infection. 

It is this potential for increased immune escape, combined with a rapid rate of spread, that is causing so much 

concern. But predicting how a virus is likely to behave from the genome sequence alone is not an exact 

science. And there is not a straightforward relationship between the number of mutations a variant contains 

and the dangers that it may pose. 

While the omicron variant certainly warrants mitigating measures, close surveillance and a global research 

effort, it remains too early to say exactly what we are dealing with. A clearer picture should emerge over 

the coming weeks as the evidence builds. 

In the meantime, the world should be thankful for the vigilance and openness of South African and 

Botswanan scientists and public health officials, and the emergence of this variant should act as a wakeup 

call to re-double our efforts for equitable and speedy vaccine delivery on a global level. 

 

https://theconversation.com/omicron-why-the-who-designated-it-a-variant-of-concern-

172727?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20Novemb

er%2029%202021%20-

%202130121083&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2029%202

021%20-

%202130121083+Version+A+CID_42d53f09635458f559ccf7742cfb2200&utm_source=campaign_monitor_

us&utm_term=Omicron%20why%20the%20WHO%20designated%20it%20a%20variant%20of%20concern   

https://www.wsj.com/articles/israel-closes-border-to-foreigners-as-more-countries-report-omicron-variant-11638105344
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/omicron-covid-variant-name-vaccine-spread-b1965056.html
https://www.science.org/content/article/patience-crucial-why-we-won-t-know-weeks-how-dangerous-omicron
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/nov/28/scientists-sharing-omicron-date-were-heroic-lets-ensure-they-dont-regret-it
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/nov/28/scientists-sharing-omicron-date-were-heroic-lets-ensure-they-dont-regret-it
https://twitter.com/mvankerkhove/status/1464970225410088968?s=20
https://twitter.com/mvankerkhove/status/1464970225410088968?s=20
https://theconversation.com/omicron-why-the-who-designated-it-a-variant-of-concern-172727?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2029%202021%20-%202130121083&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2029%202021%20-%202130121083+Version+A+CID_42d53f09635458f559ccf7742cfb2200&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Omicron%20why%20the%20WHO%20designated%20it%20a%20variant%20of%20concern
https://theconversation.com/omicron-why-the-who-designated-it-a-variant-of-concern-172727?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2029%202021%20-%202130121083&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2029%202021%20-%202130121083+Version+A+CID_42d53f09635458f559ccf7742cfb2200&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Omicron%20why%20the%20WHO%20designated%20it%20a%20variant%20of%20concern
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If You See Something 

by Adalena Kavanagh 

Illustration by Wesley Allsbrook 

 

In 2016, I took a one-day photography workshop in New York titled Field Guide II: The Street. The 

class met the instructor in Brooklyn, but we traveled as a group to Chinatown in Manhattan. I was 

ambivalent about the location, feeling both protective of Chinatown and complicit in treating it like an 

exotic backdrop for tourists. My mother, who is Taiwanese, had worked in Chinatown garment 

factories when I was a child, and the neighborhood remains a cultural center. Not long after the class, 

https://believermag.com/product/december-2021-january-2022/
https://believermag.com/contributor/adalena-kavanagh/
https://believermag.com/contributor/adalena-kavanagh/
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my mother caught me taking a photograph in the neighborhood. “Huh,” she said. “You’re one of those 

people.” She laughed and explained that more than once, while grocery shopping, she’s had to wait 

until a photographer moved out of the way before selecting her produce. That’s not to say I don’t think 

people should photograph Chinatown. Seeing Bud Glick’s black-and-white image of workers amid 

heaps of half-made garments brings back the scent of fabric, chipping paint, haw flakes, and over-

steeped tea in reused instant-coffee jars that I remember from visits to my mother’s factory. 

Ambivalence isn’t always bad; it just means you’re thinking.  

The day of the workshop, walking through the familiar-to-me Chinatown streets, I grew bolder and 

raised my camera to photograph a boy, lip curled, scarfing down cake; a man with a sharp shape-up, 

blowing louche cigarette smoke; and an elderly gambler bundled in a red parka, hood up, mouth 

resolute, fingers tapping a stone chess table, declaring her bet. Our instructor advised us to keep our 

camera straps wrapped around our wrists to protect our gear. Some subjects ignored us, others 

mugged for the camera, and a few raised their hands to block their faces. An older, no-nonsense- 

looking woman walked toward me, and I raised my camera to my eye. She swatted at my camera and 

shouted in an unfamiliar-to-me Chinese dialect; I jumped away and she continued walking. I was 

shaken but also exhilarated by the encounter. I had been working on a novel about a photographer, 

and this was the real-life experience I craved. It also underscored my misgivings about photographing 

in public in general, and in Chinatown specifically, and taught me the risks and responsibilities of street 

photography. I would return, but my approach and intent would evolve.  

I am loath to declare any subject off-limits for artists, even if they do not share identity markers with 

their subjects, because an artist should be free to create, just as an audience is free to critique—in 

theory, that’s the balance. I run a photography club at a public high school in Brooklyn, and I teach 

students to avoid clichés, stereotypes, and exploitation, because good art also avoids those things. We 

also discuss ethics and personal safety. By law, photographers are allowed to photograph strangers in 

public, without consent, if it’s not for commercial purposes (art and photojournalism are exempted). 

Street photography ethics are looser than those for photojournalists, and are policed by the community, 

if they are enforced at all.  

Susan Sontag writes, in her essay “In Plato’s Cave,” that “there is something predatory in the act of 

taking a picture. To photograph people is to violate them, by seeing them as they never see themselves, 

by having knowledge of them they can never have; it turns people into objects that can be symbolically 

possessed.” There will always be tension between a photographer’s desire and their subject’s 

autonomy. Instead of drawing up a list of unethical subjects, I teach my students to ask themselves 

these questions before and after making a photograph: Why this subject? Whom is this for? What are 

the power dynamics? Can I answer my good-faith critics? Questions like these help us decide whether a 

photograph is worth publishing. Rather than leading to self-censorship, they are meant to fine-tune our 

discernment. The questions lead to better work, though they aren’t always answerable.  

These questions around ethics came to mind this spring, when my students and I watched a short 

documentary on Daniel Arnold, who came to prominence on Instagram with his iPhone street 

photography. Students usually haven’t heard of the artists I introduce them to, but this time a student 

said, “Oh, I follow him on Instagram.” As of the writing of this piece, Arnold has more than 280,000 

followers. I admire his work and his genuine, exuberant love of New York City. In the early days of the 
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pandemic, I bought a small print of his, a photograph taken at Coney Island showing a woman bending 

down to adjust her sandal strap while an animatronic Death ogles her ass. That afternoon in the 

classroom, we watched Daniel Arnold’s New York, a three-minute film produced by Vogue in 2017, in 

which we see the photographer at work: using flash, sticking his lens in people’s faces, shooting from 

the hip—in other words, photographing in a manner that is brash, stealthy, and at times outright 

aggressive. Part of this can be attributed to how the video was edited, and to the propulsive musical 

score, but I felt uneasy using this as a model for my students. He exudes an entitlement to people’s 

bodies and personal space that my students, mostly girls of color, wouldn’t be so readily granted. It 

seemed irresponsible to present his methods without discussing the implications for both photographer 

and subject.  

The next video we watched featured the New York street photographer Jamel Shabazz, best known for 

his celebratory vernacular photography from the 1980s onward, in books like A Time before Crack. I 

was struck by the difference in his approach. The bulk of the video shows Shabazz photographing 

people of color at Coney Island—women wearing headscarves, men wearing bold-print shirts. I pointed 

out that, contrary to Arnold’s approach, which resembles more of a hit-and-run, albeit an unusually 

energetic and artful one, Shabazz speaks to his subjects before and after he photographs them, and he 

even goes so far as to show them sample images. In speaking about his intentions toward his subjects, 

Shabazz uses the word dignity more than once.  

In June 2021, I walked around Chrystie Street in Manhattan, on the border between Chinatown and 

the Lower East Side, and entered Sara D. Roosevelt Park. I had once photographed a man inside the 

park wielding two swords, but the images didn’t come out, and since then I’ve been checking in, hoping 

to see something equally compelling. I noticed a group of people sitting on plastic stools in front of 

easels or with sketchpads at hand. Their subject was a middle-aged Black woman who held a folding 

fan. Comparing her with the artists at her feet, I thought she might be homeless. By law, if she is in a 

public space, anyone can photograph her, but what if she doesn’t have a home to retreat to for privacy? 

This is one of several reasons I generally avoid photographing the homeless. This scene intrigued me, 

however, because her cooperation implied her consent, so I shot a few frames. Even if the people 

drawing her were exploiting her situation, including them in the photograph implicated them and gave 

a fuller picture of her experience than if I had zoomed in and concentrated on her as the subject, the 

way the artists had done; this was my intent. 

In interviews, Arnold has defended his practice. When asked why he doesn’t ask his subjects’ 

permission, Arnold explained, “Because they start thinking, they start lying. I think the implication is 

that they don’t expect to be watched, which in public is an unreasonable expectation.” Instead, he 

prefers, or is often required, to have that conversation after the fact. “It starts out very hostile,” he 

told The Creative Independent in 2017. “[But] usually, it defuses pretty quickly.” When asked why he 

didn’t often photograph in Greenpoint, where he then lived, Arnold said it was because of “personal 

taste. . . . People that look like me are less interesting.” (He now lives in Chinatown.) An unexamined 

entitlement to a stranger’s images becomes more fraught when the gaze is trained on the other. “Telling 

the stories in which we are complicit outsiders has to be done with imagination and skepticism,” argues 

writer and photographer Teju Cole in The New York Times Magazine. “It might require us not to give 

up our freedom, but to prioritize justice over freedom.” In other words, it’s not enough to simply follow 

our muse—we must interrogate our relation to it as well. 
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What many photographers crave is surprise or difference, but what sets people apart is often what 

marginalizes them. I ask photographers to interrogate their motives in seeking out difference. Why 

take a class of primarily non-Asian students to Chinatown? When confronted with the prevalence of 

stereotypical images, Shabazz describes feeling a “sense of social responsibility to capture the culture 

within our community.” Understanding how your photographs are situated in place and time will make 

you a more thoughtful photographer without sacrificing the mystery that’s inherent in the best art.  

Some years ago, I was encouraged to submit work to an open call at the Asian Arts Initiative with the 

theme of mixed-race identity, as I am Taiwanese and Irish. Two of my photographs were selected: one 

was of my then three-year-old niece gazing at herself in a pocket mirror. My sister initially 

congratulated me, but later said she was upset that I had not sought her permission before submitting 

the photograph. Consent had not crossed my mind. Initially, I bristled because I don’t consider consent 

when I write fiction, but this was different. There was no way to disguise my niece’s identity in that 

photograph unless I drastically altered it. I apologized to my sister, and she agreed to let the 

photograph run in the exhibit. I’ve since decided not to publish photographs of my niece until she’s old 

enough to give her own consent. My relationship with her, and considerations for her privacy, outweigh 

my desire to make art. I haven’t always chosen a relationship over art, but that’s the kind of 

negotiation artists make with the people in their lives, whether they do so consciously or 

subconsciously.  

Photography, with the exception of still lifes and landscapes, is a form that requires human 

collaboration, but as a culture we revere the auteur, the lone genius. Street photographers are nothing 

without their subjects, but it’s often an unbalanced, sometimes unwilling collaboration. Which is why I 

found this comment by Arnold, in another interview, ironic: “Being contextualized and compared and 

rated can be a sickening lens for your own experience.” He was being asked to consider his place in 

photography at large, but his words could also describe the experience of being photographed. When 

photographers display their work, whether in a gallery or on an Instagram grid, they are asking for 

attention to be paid to their subject. Social media platforms tend to reward sensationalist spectacles 

rather than quiet moments of dignity. They invite voyeurism rather than collaboration and 

community.  

In June 2021, Arnold used Instagram to post a carousel of photographs, some of which had been 

featured in a New York Times piece titled “This Is the Summer the Youth Own New York.” Two images 

in the set were screenshots from an anonymized user, stating, “hey man you posted me in your newest 

post smoking a joint and you never asked me if you could post that or even take it so do you think you 

could take me out of the post.” The photos were soon removed, and in the comments people argued 

over the legality and ethics of street photography. Arnold himself wrote, “I took the picture down, 

erased their names and gave you a forum to discuss it and talk shit on me. Cry me a raver [sic].” 

Farther down in the comments, photographer Ed Templeton, who also has more than 230,000 

followers, wrote, “Don’t do things in public you don’t want to be public.” Being denied consent for a 

photograph is frustrating, but, I’m sorry, that’s cop logic. Marijuana might be legal in New York, but 

for the most part, it remains an at-will employment state, meaning this person’s boss, if they saw the 

photo and didn’t like it, could fire them.  
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Now that law enforcement uses facial-recognition programs, mining surveillance-camera footage and 

public photography from social media platforms to identify protesters and others suspected of 

criminality, the question of whether photographers are unwittingly aiding and abetting the state’s 

surveillance of its citizens must be given serious consideration.  

Someone with a large platform has more to answer for because their power and influence are greater. 

Scale and influence matter. It would be one thing if a public figure like Eric Adams demanded that a 

photograph of himself smoking a joint be taken down—his power and influence make many of his 

actions newsworthy—but the same can’t be said of our Washington Square Park smoker. Removing 

Adams’s photograph would be an act of capitulation, while removing the park-goer’s photograph 

would be one of compassion. To Arnold’s credit, even if he was being passive-aggressive in posting the 

subject’s request, he granted them anonymity and used his platform for discussion. 

With freedom of speech comes criticism. You can’t expect one without the other. Criticism is healthy if 

it doesn’t morph into harassment; it helps you think through your project and come out a stronger 

artist.  

Working in a similar vein as Arnold, the photographer Sinna Nasseri presents another instructive case 

study of the tensions between subject, photographer, and audience. On May 13, 2021, Nasseri posted a 

carousel of photographs on Instagram, the first image a copy of The New York Times featuring his 

photo essay on unusual COVID-19 vaccination sites, the second a photograph of a man reading that 

same newspaper. In the comments, someone criticized Nasseri for not covering the Free Palestine 

rallies in New York City. The gist of the comment, as Nasseri described it to me, was “So sad to see you 

posting your regular life or karaoke bros singing while important things are happening.” Nasseri 

posted a screenshot of this comment to his Instagram story and asked his followers what they thought. 

Some felt that because of the difference in their audiences—Nasseri has over thirty-six thousand 

followers and his critic has a private account with fewer than three hundred followers—he was setting 

them up for harassment. Nasseri told me he’d already intended to cover the Free Palestine rallies and 

counter-protests, and a few days later he posted photographs and videos from both, offering multiple 

perspectives. One video showed pro-Palestine protesters getting into a shouting match with streetside 

diners and throwing objects at them; another video showed a woman at a pro-Israel counter-rally 

suggesting that Israeli animals were more important than Palestinian people. Afterward, Free Palestine 

advocates asked him to remove the footage because they believed it did not show their cause in a 

positive light. He chose not to comply, because he didn’t want to be used as a propagandist. 

When asked how responsive he felt he should be, Nasseri explained, “A lot of times I will want to make 

art and not have some sort of written code of ethics dictating what I can do, because I want the freedom 

to do it a little different than the way that it’s been done… But the main principle is always [to] show 

people what you see in a way that will provide some hope, or some way forward, or some illumination 

of what’s actually happening, but [that] also isn’t so straightforward that it’s photojournalism and 

you’ve already seen this before.” 

Nasseri spent most of 2020 traveling the country, photographing Black Lives Matter protests, counter-

protests, and political rallies. He visually reported for Time magazine and Vogue. It was Daniel Arnold 

who alerted Nasseri that a triptych of his photographs from the Maricopa County Elections 
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Department, taken for Time, had been presented by impeachment managers while arguing their case in 

Trump’s second trial. This is one of those cases where the life span of a photograph is unpredictable, 

and its newsworthiness transcends concerns like consent.  

Regarding consent, Nasseri said, “I think it’s impossible to set some kind of standard for that. 

Everything is subjective, and everyone has to come into it on their own. I come into my work with good 

intentions, and my whole point is to understand people, and to show people with a kernel of truth, and 

that’s always my intention.” 

I teach students that as they progress as photographers, they will learn what their obsessions are and 

hopefully challenge themselves—I mean this in the technical, emotional, and intellectual sense. With 

practice, it becomes easier to take a stranger’s photograph and improve your technique. But more 

important, if you’re to grow as an artist, you will hone your intention while leaving room for surprise. 

Instead of a rigid, definitive list of unethical subjects—if you’re willing to take the risks and suffer 

criticism and consequences of your work, weigh power dynamics, and extend respect and compassion 

to your subjects—the main question in any genre of photography becomes: Is this story worth telling? 

The answer is the artist’s statement. The question shouldn’t be taken lightly.  
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Adalena Kavanagh is a writer and librarian in Brooklyn, New York. 
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Love and Limerence: The Forgotten Psychologist Dorothy Tennov’s Revelatory Research into the 

Confusions of Bonding 

“It may not be in contemplation of outer space that the greatest discoveries and explorations of the 

coming centuries will occur, but in our finally deciding to heed the dictum of self-understanding.” 

BY MARIA POPOVA 

 

“Love is like a fever which comes and goes quite independently of the will,” Stendhal wrote in his 

landmark 1822 “crystallization” model of how we fall in and out of love. What he was actually 

describing, however — in those Cartesian epochs before it was acceptable or even conceivable that 

matters of feeling could be functions of mental activity and subjects of the reasoned study we call 

science — was limerence. A century and a half later, James Baldwin shone a sidewise gleam on 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2012/11/29/stendhal-on-love-crystallization/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0812862864/braipick-20
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limerence in his lament that “people can’t, unhappily, invent their mooring posts, their lovers and their 

friends, anymore than they can invent their parents.” Except limerence is the profound unmooring 

masquerading as the mooring post. 

Anyone who has ever experienced limerence — a staggering more-than-third of the population, 

although everyone undergoing it feels alienated, alone, and abnormal — feels the instant relief of 

recognition. Anyone who has never experienced it feels baffled that a state so illogical can so possess 

otherwise rational and responsible people with no distinct psychopathology. Anyone who has found 

themselves on the receiving end of it — a “limerent object” — has shared in being at first flattered, 

then frustrated, then even furious at being so unpeeled from the reality of themselves in the ensnared 

eyes of the other. 

Psychologist and philosopher of science Dorothy Tennov (August 29, 1928–February 3, 2007) coined 

the term limerence in the 1970s, drawing on a decade of research: data from thousands of 

questionnaires she administered, centuries of autobiographies and published personal journals, and 

several hundred case studies of people she interviewed from a wilderness of backgrounds and life-

situations, all revealing a strikingly similar experience. Although she should have won a Nobel Prize for 

it — if the prize itself recognized the value of psychology to human welfare on a par with awarded 

disciplines like economics and physiology — she was largely dismissed and derided at the time she 

presented it, a time when the patriarchy of psychology was still ensnared by Freud’s fraudulent 

authoritarianism. Although her work became foundational to attachment theory, she died a footnote in 

the literature of her field. 

Tennov detailed her revelatory findings in the 1979 book Love and Limerence (public library), in which 

she describes limerence as “an uncontrollable, biologically determined, inherently irrational, instinct-

like reaction” that gnaws at the foundation of our vain beliefs about free will, unique among human 

experience in the total control it assumes of one’s thought process and the total helplessness of the 

thinker, no matter their degree of intelligence, emotional maturity, self-awareness, psychological 

stability, or force of will. Indeed, the single most crucial feature of limerence Tennov found is “its 

intrusiveness, its invasion of consciousness against our will.” (In this respect, I find, its closest kin is 

grief — that mental mouse that “chooses Wainscot in the Breast for His Shy House — and baffles 

quest.”) 

 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/06/06/james-baldwin-giovannis-room-love-choice/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/06/06/james-baldwin-giovannis-room-love-choice/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0812862864/braipick-20
https://www.worldcat.org/title/love-and-limerence-the-experience-of-being-in-love/oclc/1028404117&referer=brief_results
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/05/28/emily-dickinson-grief/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/05/28/emily-dickinson-grief/
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Art by Arthur Rackham for a rare 1917 edition of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales. (Available as a 

print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/02/29/arthur-rackham-brothers-grimm/
https://society6.com/product/art-by-arthur-rackham-from-a-rare-1917-edition-of-the-brothers-grimm-fairy-tales_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-arthur-rackham-from-a-rare-1917-edition-of-the-brothers-grimm-fairy-tales_print?curator=brainpicker
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Tennov writes: 

People have been trying to control limerence without much success for as far back as records go, but it 

is remarkably tenacious, involuntary, and resistant to external influence once it takes hold… 

Limerence is unaffected by the intensity of our desire to call it into or out of existence at our wills… It 

can override self-welfare, and its power over life seems neither diminished with age nor less for one sex 

than for the other. 

Drawing on her vast sample of “informants” — a term honoring the purpose of this research as the 

integration of information into greater understanding of what it means to be human, which I find to be 

a lovely improvement over the pathologizing “patients” or the dehumanizing “subjects” used by most 

psychologists and clinicians — Tennov distills the most elemental characteristics of limerence: 

• intrusive thinking about the limerent object, or “LO” 

• acute longing for reciprocation 

• dependency of mood on LO’s actions or, more accurately, your interpretation of LO’s actions 

with respect to the probability of reciprocation 

• inability to react limerently to more than one person at a time (exceptions occur only when 

limerence is at low ebb — early on or in the last fading) 

• some fleeting and transient relief from unrequited limerent passion through vivid imagination 

of action by LO that means reciprocation 

• fear of rejection and sometimes incapacitating but always unsettling shyness in LO’s presence, 

especially in the beginning and whenever uncertainty strikes 

• intensification through adversity (at least, up to a point) 

• acute sensitivity to any act or thought or condition that can be interpreted favorably, and an 

extraordinary ability to devise or invent “reasonable” explanations for why the neutrality that 

the disinterested observer might see is in fact a sign of hidden passion in the LO 

• an aching of the “heart” (a region in the center front of the chest) when uncertainty is strong 

• buoyancy (a feeling of walking on air) when reciprocation seems evident 

• a general intensity of feeling that leaves other concerns in the background 
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• a remarkable ability to emphasize what is truly admirable in LO and to avoid dwelling on the 

negative, even to respond with a compassion for the negative and render it, emotionally if not 

perceptually, into another positive attribute 

 

Art by Arthur Rackham from a rare 1926 edition of The Tempest by William Shakespeare. 

(Available as a print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2019/04/03/arthur-rackham-tempest/
https://society6.com/product/art-by-arthur-rackham-for-the-tempest-by-william-shakespeare-1926_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-arthur-rackham-for-the-tempest-by-william-shakespeare-1926_print?curator=brainpicker
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This total takeover of the will is what sets limerence apart from attraction, romantic fantasy, or a mere 

crush — takeover that begins with a level of stealth that reminds me of the famous parasitic wasp, 

mind-controlling its caterpillar victim into self-destruction. Tennov writes: 

The onset of limerence has a voluntary feel about it. We go readily and willfully toward its promises of 

joy. It is only later that images of LO intrude unbidden and the mind suddenly cannot be set elsewhere 

the way a wayward volume might be returned to the bookshelf… Then there comes the time when you 

have had enough and want to finish it. Rational bases for hopefulness have been exhausted. The 

intrusions and literal aches of unfulfilled desire and precious wasted moments of life force the 

recognition that control may not be total. You even wonder about the past when control seemed 

possible, if not assured. Uncertainty increases. You wonder if you had the control you thought you had 

and whether you ever will again. 

[…] 

Whatever factors cause an individual to “select” a specific LO, limerence cements the reaction and 

locks the emotional gates against further intrusion. This exclusivity, which always occurs in limerence, 

weakens the effect of physical attractiveness, since the most beautiful individual in the world cannot 

compete with LO once limerence has taken hold. 

Even so, and crucially so, Tennov is careful to make clear that although limerence is at odds with 

rationality, although it can be painful to the point of agony for the limerent and uncomfortable to the 

point of exasperation for the LO at whom its glaring beam of attention and need is directed, it is not a 

psychopathology, nor does it have correlation or consistent co-occurrence with any known mental 

illnesses. Rather, it is a style of attachment, the origins of which are still unclear and the course of 

which is nearly identical in all limerents — people otherwise reasonable and high-functioning. It strikes 

indiscriminately across age, race, gender, orientation, and calling, though it does seem to afflict the 

creative disproportionately, perhaps because the very process of limerence is in a sense a creative 

process — a process of sustained attention and selective amplification. (Indeed, an understanding of 

limerence suddenly casts a new light upon some of the world’s greatest works of art: So many classic 

love songs are heard anew as hymns of limerence, so many classic love poems are read anew as limerent 

elegies, in the proper dual sense of lamentation and celebration — the hundreds Emily Dickinson wrote 

to, for, and about her lifelong LO being a supreme example.) 

Tennov also draws a distinction between limerence and projection: 

Crystallization fashions an image of “perfections” from LO’s actual attractive features, the process… 

being one of emphasis rather than complete invention. In the laboratory, it was found that prolonged 

exposure to the imprinting object or person was unnecessary. In fact, the attachment could be 

undermined by too much familiarity. 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/08/10/i-contain-multitudes-ed-yong/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/12/10/emily-dickinson-love-letters-susan-gilbert/
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One of Aubrey Beardsley’s visionary 19th-century illustrations for Oscar Wilde’s Salome, a play about 

limerence at its deadliest. (Available as a print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/01/25/aubrey-beardsley-oscar-wilde-salome/
https://society6.com/product/art-by-aubrey-beardsley-for-salome-by-oscar-wilde-18932254480_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-aubrey-beardsley-for-salome-by-oscar-wilde-18932254480_print?curator=brainpicker
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When seen through the lens of these thousands of unambiguous and near-identical case studies — 

which illuminate limerence as an involuntary reaction to a stimuli still unclear, governed by emotional 

mechanisms still unclear but clearly and consistently at work — Tennov notes that “it becomes as 

illogical to favor (or not to favor) limerence as it is to favor (or not favor) eating, elimination, or 

sneezing.” She writes: 

Limerence is not the product of human decision: It is something that happens to us. Its intrusive 

cognitive components, the obsessional quality that may feel voluntary at the moment but that defies 

control, seem to be the aspect of limerence in which it differs most from other states. 

The most arresting characteristic of limerence — and the one most disabling to the sufferer — is that it 

takes hold only in conditions that sustain both hope and uncertainty, in a ratio that must not skew too 

far in either direction, or else limerence dissolves. Tennov contours the paradoxical demand: 

For the process to develop fully, some form of uncertainty or doubt, or even some threat to 

reciprocation appears necessary. There is considerable evidence that an externally imposed obstacle, 

such as Romeo and Juliet met in the resistance of family and society, may also serve. 

[…] 

Too early a declaration on the limerent’s part or, on the other hand, too early evidence of reciprocation 

on LO’s part may prevent the development of the full limerent reaction. Something must happen to 

break a totally positive interaction. Not that totally positive reactions are without highly redeeming 

features in themselves; it is only that they stop the progression to full or maximum limerence. 

She adds: 

However unappealing it may be in a universe conceived as orderly and humane, the fact is undeniable; 

fear of rejection may cause pain, but it also enhances desire. 

[…] 

Limerence can live a long life sustained by crumbs. Indeed, overfeeding is perhaps the best way to end 

it. 

A further subtlety of this dual requirement of hope and uncertainty is that — for all of its irrationality, 

for all of its improbable optimisms and willful blindnesses — limerence, unlike delusion, lives in the 

locus of the possible. It is, in fact, sustained by that slender thread of possibility fraying from the loom 

of the improbable. Tennov writes: 

Limerent fantasy is rooted in reality — that is, in what the limerent person interprets as reality. Your 

limerent daydreams may be unlikely, even highly unlikely, but they retain fidelity to the possible. 
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Light distribution on soap bubble from a 19th-century French science textbook. (Available as a 

print and as a face mask.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2019/08/20/amedee-guillemin-le-monde-physique/
https://society6.com/product/light-distribution-on-soap-bubble-from-le-monde-physique-1882_print?sku=s6-11475521p4a1v1?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/light-distribution-on-soap-bubble-from-le-monde-physique-1882_print?sku=s6-11475521p4a1v1?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/brainpicker/collection/vintage-science-face-masks?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/light-distribution-on-soap-bubble-from-le-monde-physique-1882_print?sku=s6-11475521p4a1v1?curator=brainpicker
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She examines the elementary particles and fundamental forces of limerence: 

Limerence is, above all else, mental activity. It is an interpretation of events, rather than the events 

themselves. You admire, you are physically attracted, you see, or think you see (or deem it possible to 

see under “suitable” conditions), the hint of possible reciprocity, and the process is set in motion. 

[…] 

Because limerent fantasy depends on how you actually perceive reality, its content, which leads up to 

and renders plausible the ecstatic finale, varies not only from person to person, but from day to day as 

new knowledge becomes available. 

Across all the limerents Tennov studied, the process follows a basic life-cycle and results in a set 

number of possible outcomes: 

Limerence may begin as a barely perceptible feeling of increased interest in a particular person but one 

which if nurtured by appropriate conditions can grow to enormous intensity. In most cases, it also 

declines, eventually to zero or to a low level. At this low level, limerence is either transformed through 

reciprocation or it is transferred to another person, who then becomes the object of a new limerent 

passion. Under the best of conditions, the waning of limerence through mutuality is accompanied by the 

growth of the emotional response more suitably described as love. 

The object of limerent desire, Tennov notes again and again, is not physical intimacy but emotional 

reciprocity — sex with the LO factors in only to the extent that the limerent interprets it as a symbol of 

reciprocity. Perhaps the most haunting aspect of the condition is that no reciprocity of love, whatever 

its nature or magnitude, can slake the longing for reciprocity of limerence. In fact, limerence most 

commonly develops in actual and not imagined relationships, often very close ones — deep friendships, 

or even love-relationships, in which one person is limerent toward the other but the other is 

nonlimerent. 

The complexity, confusion, and suffering limerence inflicts are most intense in relationships where 

other factors — genuine friendship, shared experience, mutual artistic or intellectual admiration, 

kindred calling — exist rather independently of limerence, but have been subsumed by it. In such 

relationships, both the limerent and the LO can suffer greatly in the effort to disentangle one context 

from the other in order to salvage and reframe in a non-limerent context what is at bottom a deep and 

valuable connection. This I note both as a synthesis of Tennov’s research and as a lived record of my 

own experience. 
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Art by Olivier Tallec from Jerome by Heart by Thomas Scotto — a tender French picture-book about 

the earliest confusions of limerence and soul-friendship. 

Tennov highlights the difference between limerent and non-limerent attachment, which might share 

some major surface manifestations but spring from profoundly different emotional needs: 

The person who is not limerent toward you may feel great affection and concern for you, even 

tenderness, and possibly sexual desire as well. A relationship that includes no limerence may be a far 

more important one in your life, when all is said and done, than any relationship in which you 

experienced the strivings of limerent passion. Limerence is not in any way preeminent among types of 

human attractions or interactions; but when limerence is in full force, it eclipses other relationships. 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/03/29/jerome-by-heart/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/03/29/jerome-by-heart/
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This asymmetry of feeling creates an asymmetry of responsibility, tilted in the other direction — 

toward the non-limerent person better capable of willful action and conscientious choice than the 

disabled limerent. In my own experience, the thoughtfulness, truthfulness, and tenderness with which a 

person exercises that responsibility — or does not — is one of the most revealing tests of character. 

Tennov writes: 

Knowledge of the limerent state clearly suggests that the nonlimerent LO has certain responsibilities of 

an ethical kind. Better understanding of what the limerent person is undergoing and how your actions 

as LO influence that response will help to diminish the pain that the limerent person is experiencing, as 

well as the suffocating attention that is unpleasant for you. 

The most heartbreaking aspect of limerence, the one that best highlights its disabling infestation of the 

will, is the excruciating self-awareness that haloes it — often so acute as to call to mind the out-of-body 

experience reported by coma victims who find themselves fully aware of what is going on in the room, 

even observing their own motionless body as though from some higher vantage point above the hospital 

bed. 

 

Art by Margaret C. Cook from a rare 1913 edition of Whitman’s Leaves of Grass. (Available as a 

print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/04/11/leaves-of-grass-margaret-cook/
https://society6.com/product/i-see-great-cloud-masses-with-at-times-half-dimmd-saddend-far-off-star_framed-print?sku=s6-8967899p21a12v52a13v54?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/i-see-great-cloud-masses-with-at-times-half-dimmd-saddend-far-off-star_framed-print?sku=s6-8967899p21a12v52a13v54?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/i-see-great-cloud-masses-with-at-times-half-dimmd-saddend-far-off-star_framed-print?sku=s6-8967899p21a12v52a13v54?curator=brainpicker
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With his permission, Tennov quotes at length from the diaries of one such exceptionally self-aware 

young man — Fred, one her psychology students, who grew limerent toward a woman he encountered 

during a research fellowship in France. Writing in the bleak pit of winter, after several months of 

limerence, Fred records with astonishing lucidity the respite afforded by a temporary disruption of the 

vital hope/uncertainty ratio that sustains limerence: 

I feel a large impassable gap between us across which I must look ridiculous. Thus it is that my image 

of her image of me as reflected in her behavior and my own, not a change in her qualities (her 

attractiveness, for example), has produced this new condition of relative indifference towards Laura. I 

am afraid that this relief is temporary, however, and I will return to being more intensely stricken, but 

it shows the dampening effect that clear rejection can have. At least it is giving me an interlude in 

which I can get some work done. 

Six tortuous limerent months later, at the peak of summer, he writes in another diary entry that 

captures the most terrifying aspect not only of limerence but of all love, at some fundamental level: 

It seems to me that being romantically attracted to Laura means that I am bending my image of her 

until it is distorted. Things that might produce an unpleasant picture, I simply do not see. When she 

appears by relatively objective standards, beautiful and capable, I look long and hard. But when she is 

not at her best, when I catch her face in an unflattering angle, I turn my eyes away. If she were in love 

with me, she would do the same, and we might both be aware of the process in the other because we 

could feel it in ourselves. If that is true, “loving back” is actually furthering a deception. Only the best 

angles are allowed to show or be seen. To do anything else is to increase the risk of the dreaded 

rejection. But it is a disservice to a person not to perceive them the way they really are. 

I hear echoes here of the great Zen teacher Thich Nhat Hanh’s gentle, sobering admonition that “to 

love without knowing how to love wounds the person we love,” rooted in his teaching that 

“understanding is love’s other name.” To understand a person is to endeavor to accurately perceive 

their experience, their sorrows, their joys, their deepest needs as they really are. Limerence, in this 

sense, is the resignation of understanding. 

Tennov identifies only three things that can reliably end limerence: 

• consummation: the bliss of reciprocation is gradually either blended into a lasting love or 

replaced by less positive feelings 

• starvation: even limerent sensitivity to signs of hope is useless against the onslaught of evidence 

that LO does not return the limerence 

• transformation: limerence is transferred to a new LO 

 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/03/31/how-to-love-thich-nhat-hanh/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/03/31/how-to-love-thich-nhat-hanh/
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Another of Aubrey Beardsley’s illustrations for Salome. (Available as a print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/01/25/aubrey-beardsley-oscar-wilde-salome/
https://society6.com/product/art-by-aubrey-beardsley-for-salome-by-oscar-wilde-18932254492_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-aubrey-beardsley-for-salome-by-oscar-wilde-18932254492_print?curator=brainpicker
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Art by Dorothy Lathrop, 1922. (Available as a print and as stationery cards.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/03/09/dorothy-lathrop-down-adown-derry/
https://society6.com/product/art-by-dorothy-lathrop-for-down-adown-derry-by-walter-de-la-mare-19224642738_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-dorothy-lathrop-for-down-adown-derry-by-walter-de-la-mare-19224642738_cards?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/art-by-dorothy-lathrop-for-down-adown-derry-by-walter-de-la-mare-19224642738_print?curator=brainpicker
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But while limerence can be debilitating to its sufferer and stressful to the point of trauma for its object, 

its umbra of inadvertent harm reaches beyond the limerent and the LO — most commonly, and most 

vulnerably, to the children of limerent parents. Tennov shares the case study of one woman who 

reflected ruefully in midlife: 

Today my children are grown and gone. I’m lucky if they get here on Christmas and call on Mother’s 

Day. I can tell you that I’d give anything to be back in the tiny apartment with my babies. The ironic 

and really tragic thing is that when my children were little, I was all wrapped up in my love affairs and 

unable to give them the time and attention I wish I could look back on. 

I remember the summer that Amelia turned three. She was an adorable child. Everyone commented. I 

was sitting on the porch. I had just received Jeremy’s farewell letter and I was miserable over the 

rejection. For some reason I remember that Amelia tried to get up on my lap. She wanted me to read 

her a story. The painful part of the memory is that I turned her away and preferred to sit alone 

thinking of that horrible man than to care for and enjoy my little girl. How I wish I could get those days 

back again. 

This case study struck me with particular resonance, for I have been that little girl in my own 

childhood and I have observed the mother’s tendencies in myself as an adult — a disquieting 

correlation that contours one of the many unmapped territories for further research that Tennov left in 

her wake: the question of heredity and developmental modeling in the origin of limerence. 

Indeed, Tennov ends her revelatory Love and Limerence with optimism for future research, buoyed by 

a bold defiance of the dated idea that scientific knowledge of reality diminishes its wonder — an idea all 

the more pervasive in the study of feeling due to our millennia-deep mythologies of love as a separate 

species of experience. In a sentiment evocative of Ode to a Flower — Nobel-winning physicist Richard 

Feynman’s classic meditation on knowledge and mystery — Tennov argues that scientific inquiry will 

not “rob us of the ecstasy of reciprocation or of the artistic creations which limerence tends so often to 

inspire,” and writes: 

I do not believe that to know limerence is to destroy it any more than to understand the physics of 

ionization is to destroy the beauty of the Paris sky. 

[…] 

Limerence theory is not merely a step toward understanding romantic love; it is also a step toward 

understanding how we can transcend those aspects of our inborn behavioral tendencies that inhibit our 

progress in the direction of self-determination… It may not be in contemplation of outer space that the 

greatest discoveries and explorations of the coming centuries will occur, but in our finally deciding to 

heed the dictum of self-understanding. 

In an insight of tremendous foresight, presaging the scientific discoveries and still-unfolding mindset 

reorientation of the half-century since, she adds: 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0812862864/braipick-20
https://www.brainpickings.org/2013/01/01/ode-to-a-flower-richard-feynman/
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We have watched the field of psychology succumb to invisible pressures to conform to what is now 

beginning to be recognized as an outdated and inhibiting philosophy, an inordinate and ultimately 

stultifying disinclination to view ourselves as biological creatures. I believe it is time to reject that 

philosophy in favor of a new humility which bends to the innermost voices of our fundamental nature, 

and, in so doing, to shape that nature in accordance with truly human values which can only be 

discovered when we learn truly what it means to be human. 

 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/25/love-and-limerence-dorothy-

tennov/?mc_cid=4da61b8017&mc_eid=d1c16ac662   

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/25/love-and-limerence-dorothy-tennov/?mc_cid=4da61b8017&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/25/love-and-limerence-dorothy-tennov/?mc_cid=4da61b8017&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
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Theresa Babb’s Photographs of Friendship (ca. 1898) 

 

(Detail) Picnic at Sherman's Point, 1900. Theresa Babb is sat on the rocks second from the left. 

Camden, Maine is one of two places on the East Coast “where the mountains meet the sea”, 

writes Barbara F. Dyer, a local historian. Photographing its harbor and hills at the turn of the 

twentieth century, Theresa Babb (1868–1948) recorded both the intimacies of social life and her 

hometown’s industrial and seafaring traditions. What stands out most about Babb’s images is how they 

let us glimpse into a personal world of female friendship, captured in such a way that seems both 

timeless and strikingly modern. 

In The Social Sex: A History of Female Friendship, Marilyn Yalom describes the rise of the “new 

woman” in the late-nineteenth century, whose education, race, and class position created “a new model 

of friendship” that was “to last for much of the twentieth century”. She quotes a woman interviewed 

during this rise: “We live for our friends, and at bottom for no other reason.” Babb’s portraits do not 

https://books.google.fi/books?id=rDSJYUqDFnAC&lpg=PT2&dq=where%20the%20mountains%20meet%20the%20sea%20barbara%20dyer&pg=PA7#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.fi/books?id=s7z3BQAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=the%20social%20sex%3A%20a%20history%20of%20female%20friendship&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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fall neatly into this history, but certainly share the quoted sentiment. The groups of women she 

photographed are neither fully focused on the ennobling, moral uplift associated with “the serious New 

Woman” nor anticipatory of the “carefree flapper” that was to follow. Instead, we find joyful 

depictions of friendship among women, often on countryside outings, during a decade in US history 

remembered as “the gay nineties”. In the image above, Babb and three friends drink, heads thrown 

back, while lounging on a rocky shore. A fifth woman stares off toward the water, either comically 

posed in feigned disapproval or simply lost in thought. Several other images continue the theme, 

reflecting the pleasures of posing in groups. In a photograph captioned “Camping crowd at Ogier 

Point”, four women lean on each other, pulling faces for the camera; another image depicts friends and 

family of Babbs stacked on a ladder, with her sister, Grace Parker, on top. 

Babb’s chosen angles make these 120-year-old images feel remarkably contemporary. Photographing 

“some of Miss Garland’s girls” in Milton, Massachusetts in 1900, Babb places her camera near to the 

ground and eight women, seated on grass, peer down toward the lens. In another image, young people 

swim in the sea, while Babb seems to be floating on a boat, with her camera trained back toward shore. 

The activities are numerous: dancing, picnicking, dog walking, dinner parties, photography, bicycling, 

child care, hammocking, and naps on the beach are all represented. Spending time with these images, 

we start to feel as if we know Theresa Babb. And yet, in terms of biographical information, we know 

very little. Her husband was the treasurer of Knox Woolen Mill, Charles W. Babb, and her son, 

Charles Jr., succeeded in the family business, becoming President of the mill. On the envelopes that 

house the negatives of these photographs, Theresa Babb wrote detailed captions, small missives to some 

future onlooker. 

Text by Hunter Dukes 

 

 

SOURCE Flickr: The Commons / Camden Public Library  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMeBCoWd3Ss
https://publicdomainreview.org/contributor/hunter-dukes
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cplmaine/albums
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Friends and family of Theresa Babb perched on a ladder by the Summit House swing on August 17, 

1898. Her sister Grace Parker is at the top of the ladder. The Summit House hotel was built in 1897 by 

Columbus Buswell. The property was purchased in 1899 by the Mt. Battie Association and renovated 

the same year. Property torn down in 1920. 
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Grace G. and Grace Parker at Lake City, Sept. 1900 
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Grace G. and Grace Parker at Lake City, Sept. 1900 
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Grace Parker, sister of Theresa P. Babb, photographed in 1898 
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Group at Ballard Park on August 14, 1898: Mary Knight, Fannie Fuller, Marian Goodwin, Alice 

Merriam, & Grace Parker 
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Kate Brown 
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Knight residence on High Street in Camden, July 1898 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

46 

 

Lizzie Curtis, Mrs. Hart and Fred; June 7, 1898 
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Lillie and Grace in the hammock, September 1900 
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Minnie Babb (C.W.'s sister), Flora, and Grace Parker (Theresa's sister) 
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“Mothers & Daughters, September 1899”; appears to be elderly Mrs. Parker, daughters Alice and 

Theresa, and younger woman named Bess. 
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Mrs. Hodgman's picnic, August 1900 
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On the beach in Northport after buckboard ride, August 1900 
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A pleasant day at Oakland Park 
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Summer house group: Lizzie, Myrtle French, Teresa?, Grace, & Margaret, June 24, 1898 
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Grace Parker swimming, August 1900 
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Theresa and “Black Beauty” the cat, July 2 1898 
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Theresa Babb (left) and Alice Merriam on the Bangor boat, June 1899. Photo taken by Master John 

Talbot 
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“Flashlights & chafing dish time, Feb 1900” 
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“Some of Miss Garland's girls, Class of 1900. Taken at Milton [MA] June 1900.” 
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“Louise & Jakie, June 1, 1898.” 
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“Jennie Boynton.” 
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“Lighthouse & keeper at Ipswich Beach, May 30, 1900.” 
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“Francis Porter & bicycle, August 15, 1898.” 
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“Fannie, Lillie & Harry & their bicycles.” 
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“The Dunes at Ipswich Beach, May 30, 1900.” 
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“Crescent Beach pictures, Sept 2, 1898.” 
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“Aunt Abbie [right], Grandma [left], and Aunt Lizzie [center].” 
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“Annie Kittridge and Grace, March 1899.” Grace Parker is the sister of photographer Theresa Parker 

Babb. 
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“Anne Fletcher's birthday carol (flashlight).” 
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“Lillie & Jessica Lewis in boat. Also picture of sailboat. October 1900.” 
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“Grace and Mary at Ipswich Beach, May 30, 1900.” 
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“Grace and Mary at Ipswich Beach, May 30, 1900.” 
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Boating at Lake City on Megunticook Lake in August 1899. 
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“Camping crowd at Ogier Point, 1900.” Theresa Babb is on the far left. 
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Ms. Emmie Fountain seated on the ledges at Ogier Point, Camden in 1900. 
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Friends and family of Theresa Babb riding the hayrack to Lake City in 1898. Some are costumed in 

older style clothing and the wagon is heavily decorated with flags; perhaps a 4th of July celebration? 
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Group with camera seated on Maiden's Cliff, October 1899. The two women are identified in other 

photos as Fannie and Lillie. 
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“Miss Merriam at Sherman's Point, 1900.” 
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Picnic at Sherman's Point, 1900. Theresa is 2nd from the left holding a bottle. 
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Picnic at Sherman's Point in Camden in 1900. Theresa is seated in front. 
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Swimming at Lake City as viewed from Dudley Talbot's lot circa 1900. 
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Two unidentified women seated near Beauchamp Point, October 1900. Indian Island lighthouse is 

visible in the background (image may be reversed?). Labeled “Whitcomb and Duffy in foreground.” 
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“Camping crowd at Ogier Point.” 
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“Annie Kittridge and Grace, March 1899.” Grace Parker is the sister of photographer Theresa Parker 

Babb. 

https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/babb-photographs   

https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/babb-photographs


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

84 

How Veterans Created PTSD 

Now a cultural staple, PTSD is a newer diagnosis. How have conceptions of trauma morphed and what does it 

mean for US institutions and society? 

 

  

Unsplash 

By: Morgan Godvin  

If humanity has always had wars, it seems natural to assume soldiers have always suffered from PTSD. But 

PTSD as a recognized diagnosis is relatively new. In fact, PTSD was not added to the Diagnostic and 

Statistical Manual (DSM) until 1980. 

Since the close of the Vietnam war, journal articles began to question the link between the mental health 

consequences of having served in Vietnam, crime, and incarceration rates. But those articles didn’t yet 

have the PTSD diagnosis in their analytic arsenal—it simply didn’t exist. Now that it does, contemporary 

https://daily.jstor.org/daily-author/morgan-godvin/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41970650?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=2
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41970650?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=2
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articles retroactively apply what we now know as PTSD to centuries-old accounts of veterans suffering 

mental health issues. To understand the modern discourse around PTSD and incarceration, it is imperative to 

understand its evolution through history. 

 

From Long Line Writer, Volume 11, Issue 6, June 1, 1990 

From the bible to Greco-Roman classics, tales of soldiers suffering nightmares of battle abound. The 

etiological conception of wounds on the psyche shifted through the eras, bouncing between physical and 

emotional causes. Nostalgia. Soldier’s heart. War neurosis. Shell shock. Battle fatigue. There may not 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/jearlmodcultstud.16.1.78?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3181586/pdf/DialoguesClinNeurosci-2-47.pdf
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/history-of-ptsd-and-shell-shock
https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.29687159?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=18
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have been agreement over its cause or the precise collection of symptoms, but there was a recognition that 

severe trauma left an indelible mark on the psyches of some exposed people. During both world wars, 

newspapers ran stories about afflicted soldiers and full military psychiatric hospitals. 

Yet the multifarious symptoms were not combined into a cohesive disorder. One thing that may have 

contributed to the delayed diagnosis was the male ethos of stoically enduring pain, which likely prompted 

hundreds of thousands of combat veterans through America’s history to suffer in silence even as medical 

advancements skyrocketed in the 20th century. “When we got out, you couldn’t talk about things like that… 

You held it all in. I didn’t want to take it to my family,” World War Two veteran Otis Mackey told 

the Washington Post, decades after the war. “If you’d say anything, people wouldn’t believe half of what 

you say, anyway.” 

Weekly Newsletter 

Get your fix of JSTOR Daily’s best stories in your inbox each Thursday. 

Subscribe
 

Privacy Policy   Contact Us 

You may unsubscribe at any time by clicking on the provided link on any marketing message. 

That said, battle trauma is just the most commonly discussed type of trauma. While what is probably the most 

commonly occurring form of war trauma, sexual assault, is rarely mentioned. For centuries, too many stories 

of how women (and some men) responded to rape trauma went untold while soldiers’ accounts of struggling 

with disturbing memories of battle are documented frequently. 

Pioneering European researchers made great strides towards the recognition of a cohesive disorder in their 

work treating Holocaust survivors, identifying concentration camp syndrome. 

When the first DSM was published in 1952, it contained a temporary psychiatric disorder called “gross stress 

reaction.” By the time the second DSM was published in 1968, shortly after the US entered the Vietnam war, 

even that had been removed. Whether the Veterans Administration wanted to reduce their financial liability 

to Vietnam veterans or it was truly regarded as a nonspecific and/or nonclinical diagnosis is unclear. For the 

duration of the Vietnam War, not a single diagnosis relating to stress exposure was ever accepted in the DSM. 

In the early years of the Vietnam War, VA psychiatrists believed that recent combat veterans displaying 

neuroses or psychoses were afflicted by something not combat-related, as no combat-related (or even trauma-

related) diagnoses were at their disposal. For the same reason, VA disability claims alleging psychological 

injury as a result of combat were resoundingly denied. Therapists at the VA avoided talking with their 

patients about what had occurred overseas since the dominant belief was that couldn’t be to blame for their 

psychological disturbance. 

https://daily.jstor.org/when-germany-called-its-soldiers-hysterical/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-greatest-generations-forgotten-trauma/2015/09/11/8978d3b0-46b0-11e5-8ab4-c73967a143d3_story.html
https://about.jstor.org/privacy/
http://www.jstor.org/contact-us/
https://www.history.com/news/sexual-assault-rome-slavery-columbus-jim-crow
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7893231/
https://doi.org/10.2307/800744
https://doi.org/10.2307/800744
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Pockets of disgruntled veterans formed mutual aid groups in response. One such group was the Twice-Born 

Men for Vietnam veterans coming out of prison. From providing a forum to discuss the horrors of war to 

practical job-seeking assistance, the groups brought veterans together to help other veterans. Some engaged in 

advocacy, including trying to get a combat syndrome included in the then-forthcoming DSM as a new 

diagnosis. 

The sheer number of traumatized veterans attempting to reintegrate into their communities was 

staggering. 

Through the concerted effort of advocates, psychiatrists, psychiatrist-advocates, and a burgeoning base of 

empirical research, the APA’s resistance to including the new disorder waned. The definition and diagnostic 

criteria were determined in a workgroup, but its inclusion in the DSM was opposed by some psychiatrists on 

the grounds that depression, schizophrenia, and alcoholism sufficiently covered the disorders experienced by 

Vietnam and prior war veterans. 

The decade preceding the inclusion of the PTSD diagnosis in the DSM marked a period of 

deinstitutionalization of psychiatric facilities in the United States. The shift towards community-based care, 

which often resulted in closures of state hospitals, has been criticized. Ample bodies of scholarly work 

illuminate the correlation between the dismantling of state psychiatric facilities and an increase in the prison 

population. It was into this landscape that millions of veterans were returning. 

In total, the United States sent 2.7 million people abroad to fight in Vietnam, 700,000 of whom needed some 

form of psychological treatment. The sheer number of traumatized veterans attempting to reintegrate into their 

communities was staggering. Prior to the PTSD diagnosis, they could receive neither proper treatment nor a 

disability pension from the Veterans Administration. Then in 1980, the DSM-III was published and included 

the recently-identified condition of PTSD. Finally, veterans had a phrase for what they had been experiencing. 

They also had a right to compensation. 

The organization Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) published repeatedly in the Long Line Writer, a prison 

newspaper produced in the Arkansas Department of Corrections Cummins Unit. They report being inundated 

by requests for assistance from veterans incarcerated across the country. The organization maintained 

membership in the American Correctional Association and created a “Veterans Incarcerated Committee.” 

Clearly, the need for care was great. 

In a May 2000 issue of the Long Line Writer, Joseph Breault writes, “VVA believes that past trauma is a 

complicating factor in the lives of many veterans incarcerated. Some veterans’ crimes and incarceration may 

be attributable (at least in part) to this condition.” Later in the same article the author included the 1990 

testimony of Representative George Brown before the House Judiciary Committee. 

Most veterans who are in prison are effectively prevented from receiving or even knowing about their 

rightfully due veterans services… we, as a nation, have a special obligation to incarcerated veterans because 

of their wartime experiences and the fact that PTSD may have been a factor leading up the crimes that these 

veterans committed. 

https://daily.jstor.org/how-veterans-created-ptsd/?utm_term=Read%20More&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://daily.jstor.org/how-veterans-created-ptsd/?utm_term=Read%20More&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://doi.org/10.1086/667773
https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.29686678?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=PTSD+Veteran&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3Fccda%3DeyJpZCI6ICIxMDAwODg3ODciLCAicGFnZU5hbWUiOiAiQW1lcmljYW4gUHJpc29uIE5ld3NwYXBlcnMsIDE4MDAtMjAyMDogVm9pY2VzIGZyb20gdGhlIEluc2lkZSIsICJwYWdlVXJsIjogIi9zaXRlL3JldmVhbC1kaWdpdGFsL2FtZXJpY2FuLXByaXNvbi1uZXdzcGFwZXJzIiwgInR5cGUiOiAiY29sbGVjdGlvbiIsICJwb3J0YWxOYW1lIjogIlJldmVhbCBEaWdpdGFsIiwgInBvcnRhbFVybCI6ICIvc2l0ZS9yZXZlYWwtZGlnaXRhbC8ifQ%253D%253D%26so%3Dasc%26Query%3DPTSD%2BVeteran&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A92f798058fede9e9cbb6ed1317986a47&seq=6#metadata_info_tab_contents
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Barely a decade after the introduction of PTSD, its implications on the criminal justice were of concern to 

legislators. 

 

From Long Line Writer, Volume 20, Issue 4 [5], May 1, 2000There is a correlation between PTSD and an 

increased risk of incarceration. Irritable behavior and unprovoked angry outbursts, along with reckless and 

self-destructive behavior, are all among the diagnostic criteria. In certain circumstances, these can manifest 

as behaviors that constitute crimes. PTSD is a risk factor in developing a substance use disorder, which is a 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/amerjpsyc.132.1.0085?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/amerjpsyc.132.1.0085?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK207191/box/part1_ch3.box16/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.29686678?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=6
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risk factor for experiencing incarceration, other behaviors aside. As stated in a 2019 American Journal of 

Psychology article, “The most recent (2011-2012) government statistics suggest that veterans compose 

approximately 8% of the prison population… Other studies present accounts of service members and veterans 

exhibiting increased tendencies for aggressive, violent, or criminal behavior after returning home from 

overseas deployments.” 

As recently as the 1970s, 25% of all incarcerated people identified as military veterans, so today’s 8% 

indicates a precipitous drop in the proportion of incarcerated people that are veterans. While on its surface 

that may seem like an improvement, progress is dubious in context. In that same period, the per capita 

incarceration rate tripled, according to a recent PEW report. The number of veterans behind bars remained 

relatively static while the prison population ballooned around them. On a whole, the proportion of people who 

are veterans has declined substantially. 

In absolute numbers, however, veterans are still very much represented across the nation’s prisons and jails. 

The degree to which combat exposure affects historical and modern-day incarceration rates remains an open 

question. 

Combat veterans compared to noncombat veterans do report a higher rate of incarceration; however, veterans 

when compared to nonveterans actually have lower rates of incarceration. 

A 2007 issue of Armed Forces & Society summarizes the effect of combat exposure on incarceration rates 

thus, “It has also been noted that an estimated 19 to 20 percent of incarcerated veterans report past exposure 

to combat, and some studies suggest that incarcerated veterans are more likely to have been involved in 

combat than nonincarcerated veterans.” But scholars repeatedly assert that veterans are still underrepresented 

in jails and prisons when compared to nonveterans. 

Having served in the military seems to be protective against incarceration, on a whole, as it provides housing, 

employment, and tools for social mobility. But exposure to combat does increase the risk of PTSD in a way 

that can increase the risk of incarceration, but not in a way that elevates the incarceration risk above that of 

nonveterans. Many studies go out of their way to parse out demographic information, as the incarceration rate 

of Black men of lower socioeconomic status is grossly elevated over that of white men, military service or 

not. 

PTSD is now one of the most commonly rated disabilities by the Veterans Administration. The theory 

underpinning veteran disability compensation is that if a servicemember was injured in service to their 

country, the country is then obligated to compensate them for that injury as long as they continue to suffer it. 

A natural extension of this philosophy would be accounting for PTSD’s influence on behavior if those 

behaviors should result in criminal convictions. 

In response, veteran treatment courts have cropped up around the country in attempt to divert them from 

prison and into community-based resources. A 2015 issue of the Federal Sentencing Reporter shows that 

progress has been made at redefining the criminality of affected veterans. 

https://doi.org/10.5406/amerjpsyc.132.1.0085
https://doi.org/10.5406/amerjpsyc.132.1.0085
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41970650?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=2
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/vpj1112.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/08/16/americas-incarceration-rate-lowest-since-1995/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48608778?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd
https://doi.org/10.7758/rsf.2020.6.1.02
https://doi.org/10.5406/amerjpsyc.132.1.0085
https://doi.org/10.1525/fsr.2015.27.3.178
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This article posits that treatment courts, however, may go even further than traditional drug and mental health 

courts by genuinely reconceptualizing “the crime” committed by veterans. This occurs through understanding 

the misconduct as a result of exposure to combat or war zones and, therefore, as a result of military service to 

the nation…the article addresses… the underlying causes of misconduct, such as PTSD, TBI, substance 

dependency, and other factors, and the conduct itself. 

Traditional courts are more suited to assigning blame than they are to identifying the potential mental health 

factors that contributed to the commission of the crime. PTSD is now a widely recognized mental health 

disorder affecting millions of Americans. With the diagnosis’s expansion into the criminal justice system, the 

doors have been opened for courts to consider mitigating mental health factors upon sentencing defendants. 

Yet in 2021, the largest provider of mental health treatment in the country remains its jails and prisons. 

From Mule Creek Post, Volume 4, Issue 2, February 1, 2021 

The historical impact that veterans have had on psychiatric advancement is often overlooked. Trauma-

informed care is now the gold standard of medical treatment while a few decades ago the mere existence of 

trauma was doubted by medical professionals. How society identifies and addresses PTSD has undergone a 

cataclysmic shift in the past forty years. The 1980 addition of the disorder into the DSM-III had far-reaching 

implications that spanned well beyond the military and Veterans Administration. The influence of PTSD on 

behaviors that may constitute crimes is being studied. What other institutions might be influenced by the 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/06/americas-largest-mental-hospital-is-a-jail/395012/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.31717358?mag=how-veterans-created-ptsd&seq=12
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expanded understanding of trauma’s lasting effects is yet to be seen. When academia and advocacy coalesce, 

societal change is possible. 

 

Support JSTOR Daily! Join our new membership program on Patreon today. 
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Long Line Writer 

By: Multiple Authors 

Long Line Writer, Volume 20, Issue 4 [5] 

Arkansas Department of Correction, Cummins Unit 

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms and Criminal Behavior in U.S. Army Populations: The 

Mediating Role of Psychopathy and Suicidal Ideation 

The American Journal of Psychology, Vol. 132, No. 1 (Spring 2019), pp. 85-95 

University of Illinois Press 

Risk of Incarceration among Male Veterans and Nonveterans 

By: Greg A. Greenberg, Robert A. Rosenheck and Rani A. Desai 

Armed Forces & Society, Vol. 33, No. 3 (April 2007), pp. 337-350 

Sage Publications, Inc. 
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Gravity, Grace, and What Binds Us: Poet Jane Hirshfield’s Timeless Hymn to Love and the Proud Scars of 

the Heart 

“…and when two people have loved each other see how it is like a scar between their bodies, stronger, darker, 

and proud…” 

BY MARIA POPOVA 

 

In the autumn of 1664, when the black plague shrouded the world in a deadly pandemic and universities sent 

their students home for a quarantine the end of which no one could foresee, a young man besotted with 

mathematics, motion, and light returned to his illiterate mother’s orchard, where he watched an apple fall. A 

revolution of understanding rose in its shadow — he fathomed the mechanics of a mystery that had enchanted 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2020/04/06/newton-plague/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819511382/braipick-20
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humanity for epochs: how bodies can act on other bodies, attracting one another impalpably and invisibly 

across space and separation, as if by magic. 

Religions had called it grace. Science, with the young Newton at its helm, called it gravity. 

We have since discovered three other presently irreducible fundamental forces winding the clockwork of 

reality, with gravity the weakest of the four, 1038 times weaker than the strongest, and yet the most immediate, 

the most embodied, the most readily graspable by our creaturely intuitions. The unfathomed thing once 

explained as magic is now a commonplace of common sense, woven into our elemental understanding of the 

world and, in consequence, woven into our metaphors — those handles on the door of understanding. 

Art from Sun and Moon — a collection of Indian celestial myths illustrated by tribal artists. 

It is on gravity’s metaphor we lean when we speak of the binding force of love — the attraction that draws 

ensouled bodies to one another, as if by magic. But for all the progress science has made in the epochs since 

Newton, along the long procession of history in which the brilliant and the brokenhearted have walked hand 

in hand, this binding force is still a mystery, still something closer to grace, perhaps the only form of grace 

that is real. 

This might always remain so — as the stardust-residue of ideas that was once Carl Sagan reminds us, “the 

universe will always be much richer than our ability to understand it.” A vast part of me hopes it does remain 

so — some things are more important felt than known: felt fully and unconditionally, for they can only ever 

be understood incompletely and conjecturally. Rachel Carson, for all her devotion to the poetics of reality we 

call science, knew this when she insisted that it is not half so important to know as to feel. E.E. Cummings 

knew it when, in his impassioned case for the courage to be yourself, he observed that “whenever you think or 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/07/07/jane-hirshfield-metaphor/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2017/08/15/sun-and-moon-tara-books/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/04/05/carl-sagan-jonathan-cott-rolling-stone-interview/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/04/05/carl-sagan-jonathan-cott-rolling-stone-interview/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2013/12/23/rachel-carson-on-wonder/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2017/09/25/e-e-cummings-advice/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2017/08/15/sun-and-moon-tara-books/
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you believe or you know, you’re a lot of other people: but the moment you feel, you’re nobody-but-

yourself… the hardest battle which any human being can fight.” 

Centuries after Newton and generations after Carson and Cummings, Jane Hirshfield — another 

philosopher-poet intimately attuned to the poetics of reality, an ordained Zen Buddhist who thinks deeply and 

writes splendidly about the living realities and lush metaphors of the natural world — addressed this in a 

poem that has saved me, and continues to save me, across many seasons of being. Originally published in her 

1988 lifeline of a collection Of Gravity & Angels (public library) — a title evocative of the posthumous 

record of Simone Weil’s exquisite consciousness, Gravity and Grace — it is generously read here for us by 

the poet herself: 

FOR WHAT BINDS US 

by Jane Hirshfield 

There are names for what binds us: 

strong forces, weak forces. 

Look around, you can see them: 

the skin that forms in a half-empty cup, 

nails rusting into the places they join, 

joints dovetailed on their own weight. 

The way things stay so solidly 

wherever they’ve been set down — 

and gravity, scientists say, is weak. 

And see how the flesh grows back 

across a wound, with a great vehemence, 

more strong 

than the simple, untested surface before. 

There’s a name for it on horses, 

when it comes back darker and raised: proud flesh, 

as all flesh, 

is proud of its wounds, wears them 

as honors given out after battle, 

small triumphs pinned to the chest — 

And when two people have loved each other 

see how it is like a 

scar between their bodies, 

stronger, darker, and proud; 

how the black cord makes of them a single fabric 

that nothing can tear or mend. 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2020/03/15/today-another-universe-jane-hirshfield-ledger-jasmine/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2018/05/14/jane-hirshfield-optimism-kelli-anderson-animation/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819511382/braipick-20
https://www.worldcat.org/title/of-gravity-angels/oclc/44023536&referer=brief_results
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/08/24/simone-weil-friendship-separation/
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Complement with David Whyte’s sensitive meditation on what we place between ourselves and true love and 

Derek Walcott’s “Love After Love” — a classic hymn to living ourselves back to life after heartbreak — then 

revisit Jane Hirshfield’s timeless ode to resilience, “The Weighing.” 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/11/jane-hirshfield-for-what-binds-

us/?mc_cid=517a39d1a1&mc_eid=d1c16ac662   

https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/07/26/david-whyte-the-truelove/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/04/21/love-after-love-derek-walcott/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2019/10/23/the-weighing-jane-hirshfield/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/11/jane-hirshfield-for-what-binds-us/?mc_cid=517a39d1a1&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
https://www.themarginalian.org/2021/11/11/jane-hirshfield-for-what-binds-us/?mc_cid=517a39d1a1&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
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VIA FIRST DRAFT 

Kalani Pickhart on Writing the Complexities of the 2013 Ukrainian Protests 

In Conversation with Mitzi Rapkin on the First Draft Podcast 

By First Draft: A Dialogue on Writing  

 

November 15, 2021 

First Draft: A Dialogue of Writing is a weekly show featuring in-depth interviews with fiction, 

nonfiction, essay writers, and poets, highlighting the voices of writers as they discuss their work, their 

craft, and the literary arts. Hosted by Mitzi Rapkin, First Draft celebrates creative writing and the 

individuals who are dedicated to bringing their carefully chosen words to print as well as the impact 

writers have on the world we live in. 

In this episode, Kalani Pickhart discusses her book I Will Die in A Foreign Land. 

Subscribe and download the episode, wherever you get your podcasts! 

From the episode: 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/first-draft-a-dialogue-on-writing/id105687987
https://lithub.com/author/firstdraft/
https://bookshop.org/a/132/9781953387080
https://link.chtbl.com/a-eGxbQ9


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

98 

Mitzi Rapkin: Your book is about Ukrainian protests against the Russian government beginning in 

2013. A concept that reverberated throughout the story was this idea of taking sides. You had 

childhood neighbors and friends, one fighting for the Russians and another for Ukraine and they just 

decided it would be that way. And two other characters had a conversation about trying to understand 

the other side, even when one thought there wasn’t another side to consider. You also had the idea of 

treason versus discourse, and that discourse was probably not happening at all. 

Kalani Pickhart: The Soviet Union obviously had a very firm hand on press, media discourse, that sort 

of thing, and is notorious for propaganda, and probably the best at propaganda in Europe. So, I knew 

that this needed to be very involved in the story. We’re living in a time right now that discourse is a 

thing. Sometimes it’s very one sided, it’s very often not actually discourse, and ends up being a mob 

mentality on either side. And I think, especially the past few years of our political history have been 

especially tense. I’m coming at this from an American perspective, and I’m also coming at this with the 

context of Ukrainian and Russian relations. There’s this perception that we have where we want to 

think that our perspective is right, and there’s no nuance to it. 

And I think that in this story, as well as a story that’s taking place in many places around the world, 

but especially here as most familiar to me, and in Ukraine. The story there is so much more nuanced. 

You’re not just simply Ukrainian or you’re Russian, oftentimes, there’s families that will be split down 

the middle politically, just like we are here. And many people in Ukraine, especially older generations, 

don’t mind Russian influence, and think that things were more stable and better during the Soviet 

times. 

And so, it was a very complex political environment that I was walking into. And I wanted to be 

mindful of that, and not necessarily write something that completely ignores the fact that there are also, 

good Russian people out there and that even though you might be fighting on one side, it doesn’t mean 

that you are not a person that is valued and cared about from somebody on the other side. And so, it 

just seemed like a message that was very relevant in our own country and remains an important topic 

in any democratic nation or country that’s working on its democratic discourse. And I think that 

having those conversations through the characters is a way to humanize it and have the complexity of 

our perception brought to light and to think about the sides that we take, and the way that we 

communicate our perspective, and our ideals is really important. 

*** 

Kalani Pickhartis the recipient of research fellowships from the Virginia G. Piper Center and the U.S. 

Department of State Bureau of Intelligence for Eastern European and Eurasian Studies. I Will Die in A 

Foreign Land is her first novel. Kalani currently lives and writes in Phoenix, Arizona. 

First DraftI Will Die in A Foreign LandKalani PickhartLit Hub RadioMitzi Rapkinpodcasts 

 

 

https://lithub.com/tag/first-draft/
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First Draft: A Dialogue on Writing 

First Draft: A Dialogue on Writing is a literary podcast produced and hosted by Mitzi Rapkin. Each 

episode features an in-depth interview with a fiction, non-fiction, essay, or poetry writer. The show is 

equal parts investigation into the craft of writing and conversation about the topics of an author’s 

work. 

 

https://lithub.com/kalani-pickhart-on-writing-the-complexities-of-the-2013-ukrainian-protests/The  
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Dust That Measures All Our Time 

By Steven Connor 

From the mythical Sandman, who participates in dream and vision, to an irritating grain lodged in the 

beachgoer’s eye, sand harbours unappreciated power, however mundane. Steven Connor celebrates this “most 

untrustworthy” type of matter. 

 

“Aeolian sand-ripples at Southbourne”, a photograph from Vaughan Cornish’s Waves of Sand and 

Snow (1914) — Source. 

αρχας ειναι των ολων ατόμους και κενόν, τα δ'αλλα πάντα νενομίσθαι 

 

There are atoms, and the spaces between them; surmise makes up the rest.—Democritus in Diogenes 

Laertius1 

Sand belongs to the great, diffuse class, undeclared, rarely described, but insistent and insinuating, of what 

may be called quasi-choate matters — among them mist, smoke, dust, snow, sugar, cinders, sleet, soap, syrup, 

mud, toffee, grit. Such pseudo-substances hover, drift, and ooze between consistency and dissolution, holding 

https://publicdomainreview.org/contributors#steven-connor
https://archive.org/details/wavesofsandsnowe00corn/page/77/mode/1up?view=theater
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn1
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together even as they come apart from themselves. And, of all of these dishesive matters, sand is surely the 

most untrustworthy, the most shifting and shifty. 

Nobody would seriously consider taking a stand on a cloud, but sand has betrayed many an architect and 

edifice. Sand is at once architectural and archiclastic. An eighteenth-century continuation of Baron 

Munchausen’s adventures describes how the Baron and his party survive a whirlwind of sand by scooping an 

igloo-style sand-chamber in which to shelter from the storm, and then digging a tunnel from their bunker back 

out into the light.2 Sand has the capacity to engulf and inundate, blearing contours, eroding and erasing every 

edge and eminence. As such it is the ultimate mockery of the permanence of stone, for it is no more than one 

of stone’s own moods, the manner in which stone, atomised, consumes itself. Shelley’s “Ozymandias” 

imagines the monumental statue of Rameses the Great dismembered on the Egyptian sands. The shattered 

chunks of head, legs, and pedestal portend a further, finer comminution, after the membra disjecta themselves 

will have been milled away into flatness: “Round the decay/Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare,/The 

lone and level sands stretch far away”.3 

 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn2
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn3
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An 1844 daguerreotype by Joseph-Philibert Girault de Prangey depicting the funerary temple of Rameses II 

(ca. 13th-century BCE) — Source. 

 

A tinted lithograph, based on watercolours by David Roberts, from Louis Haghe’s Egypt and Nubia (1847), 

titled “Fragments of the Great Colossi at the Memnonium” — Source. 

Surely the most treacherous of all kinds of sand is quicksand, whose prefix indicates that it is alive enough to 

hunger for the lives of the unwary. Quicksand doubles the dubiousness of what is already an uncertain 

substance; where sand is hard and soft at once, quicksand, a fine sand that has become saturated with liquid, is 

also amphibiously wet and dry, bonelessly loose, yet syrup-gluey. Walter Charleton, in his tormentedly 

Latinised Englishing of Pierre Gassendi’s neoatomism, uses quicksand to image the paradox of all matter, the 

“perpetual inquietude of Atoms, even in compact Concretions… because the Revibrations, or Resilitions of 

Atoms regarding several points of the immense space, like Bees variously interweaving in a swarm, must be 

perpetual: therefore also must they never quiesce, but be as variously and constantly exagitated even in the 

most solid or adamantine of Concretions… To apparence nothing more quiet and calm: yet really no 

quicksand more internally tumultuated”.4 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Thebes_Rhamseion_MET_DP-13897-025.jpg
https://www.clevelandart.org/art/2012.149
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn4
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Sand has also been a source of quickening. Drops of sweat or spittle on sand or dust were thought to breed 

mites and fleas by spontaneous generation. Mythical beings have frequently been shaped from sand, like the 

djinns who take flight in the form of the Zôba'ah, a whirlwind that raises the sand in the form of a pillar of 

great height.5 In Cornish tradition the troublesome spirit Tregeagle was condemned to toil endlessly at the 

task of making a truss of sand, bound with ropes similarly of sand, and carrying it out of the water to a rock: 

the howls of the storm are said to be his cries of rage as the waves repeatedly scatter his work.6 A more 

contemporary emanation of sand is the irascible Psammead, or sand-fairy, of E. Nesbit’s Five Children and 

It (1902), found by a group of children in a sand-pit, which has the power of granting wishes by blowing itself 

up to enormous size and then suddenly letting itself down again. Sand fairies are rare now, it explains, 

because they used to live in the sandcastles made by children on the shore, but nearly all died out after 

catching cold from the seawater flowing into the moats around the castles.7

 

Illustration by H.R. Millar from a 1905 edition of E. Nesbit’s Five Children and It — Source. 

 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn5
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn6
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn7
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn7
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=gdc3&fileName=scd0001_20021028003fcpage.db&recNum=174
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“Whirlwinds of Dust”, figures from Élisée Reclus' The Ocean, Atmosphere, and Life (1873) — Source. 

https://archive.org/details/oceanatmospherel00recl/page/274/mode/1up
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Sand is reversible. Only utter desiccation can attain to this pouring, milk-smooth liquefaction. Sand-baths 

were used in the ancient world both to draw out the damp ague of rheumatism and as a kind of sauna, to 

promote perspiration. Sand is the product of abrasion, but is also itself abrasive, used in sand-blasting to etch 

and burnish. Pliny tells us of the use of sand under a saw edge to make a clean cut in marble, and to polish it 

after it has been carved.8 

Sand signifies neutrality, indifference, and uniformity; yet it also has hairtrigger sensitivity and 

responsiveness. A grain of sand (in actual fact often a tiny parasite) is the irritant that provokes in the oyster 

the nacreous secretions that build into a pearl. Sand has a favoured relation to sound, putting a hoarse rattle in 

the throat of the wind, and is itself all ears. In 1787, the German physicist Ernst Chladni showed how drawing 

a violin bow over a metal plate could induce in the fine sand sprinkled on it hierophantic figurings of the 

sound, in quivering mandalas and ripple-fingered arpeggios. Though sand can disfigure and obliterate, it can 

also disclose the ghost wrist of wind and the perturbations of the earth. It is a detection and reception 

mechanism, forming ridged isobars, shivering musculature, oscilloscape of the air’s sculpting shoves and 

gusts. 

Sand participates in dream and vision. The Sandman brings sleep by throwing or blowing sand into the eyes 

of children. But the sand does more than merely seal the eyes, for in many versions of this nursery tale, it is 

the very stuff that dreams are made on, the numb matter of sleep, swirling, particulate, that the sandman 

carries in his sack. The somnolence of sand is redoubled when in Top Hat (1935) Fred Astaire soothes Ginger 

Rogers to sleep in the hotel room below him by spreading sand on the floor and hush-dancing a susurrous 

soft-shoe shuffle. The origins of moon-walking are to be found in the novelty slides and scrapes across a 

sanded stage by music-hall acts like Wilson, Keppel and Betty. Specious it may be, but sand is also the secret 

stuff of omen and auspice, in the practice of divination through tossing and scrying handfuls of sand, known 

in Arabic as ilm al-raml, the science of the sand, or what might have been its Greek 

equivalent, psammomancy. 

Sand is not only temporary, it is also the most temporised form of matter. It is the image or allegory of time, 

shifting, yet unshiftable. It seems a compiling of the minced, mounded years that go into its making, and 

grains of sand imitate the elementary atoms of time, moment upon pattering moment. Sand is featureless, 

without joints or divisions, even though it is nothing but division all the way down. Yet it is this very feature 

that makes it useful in the measurement of time, for, unlike other materials, sand will flow easily and 

regularly, even as its volume diminishes. Sand-glasses came into use in part because of the need to measure 

time at sea, far from any landmark; speed would be measured by counting the number of knots in a rope paid 

out from the back of the ship in the time it took for the sand to run through a half-minute glass. A half-hour 

period of watch, known as a “glass”, was also measured in this way. Grains of sand, in the form of quartz 

crystals, with their precise oscillations, still micro-regulate our time. In fact, the sand of hourglasses was often 

not quartz sand at all, but powdered marble, or eggshell. But we find it hard to give up the idea of the affinity 

of sand and the glass through which it runs, since silicates of sand are still the most important source of glass. 

George Herbert imagines this interfusion when he writes that “flesh is but the glasse, which holds the 

dust/That measures all our time; which also shall/Be crumbled into dust”, while for Gerard Manley Hopkins 

the soul itself is “soft sift/In an hourglass – at the wall/Fast, but mined with a motion, a drift,/And it crowds 

and it combs to the fall”.9 

 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn8
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time#fn9
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Figures from Ernst Chladni’s 1787 Entdeckungen über die Theorie des Klanges (Discoveries in the Theory of 

Sound) — Source. 

https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/chladni-figures-1787
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Detail of the allegorical Temperance, from the fresco cycle, The Allegory of Good and Bad Government, by 

Ambrogio Lorenzetti at the Palazzo Pubblico in Siena, ca. 1338 — Source. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ambrogio_Lorenzetti_002-detail-Temperance.jpg
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Sand enters into composition with cinema, and cinema is repeatedly drawn to the shimmer and mirage of 

sand. The graininess that is the signature of film, tiny particles of metallic silver formed from photosensitive 

silver halides on its surface, is the tactile nap that seems to distinguish analogue from digital images. Yet this 

granularity is also a reminder of what film shares with sand in its composition, namely the capacity to create 

the illusion of a continuously variable wave from very large numbers of discrete, indiscernible particulars. 

Strictly speaking, all apparently analogue forms are smoothed accumulations of digital, that is, discontinuous 

forms, like the illusion of movement formed from the multiple images on the filmstrip. The glissandi of sand, 

producing molar solidity and motion from the molecular massings of disparate bits of matter, are therefore 

essentially cinematic. Filming sand, through the glass lens that is itself another of sand’s semblances, cinema 

seems to come upon the elementary syntax of its own process. 

Sometimes seemingly razor-hewn, the crescent declivities, scoops of duneshadow and chiaroscuro 

escarpments of sand can make it seem a physiology of light itself. Wind-pestered, sea-sieved, pestled by the 

sun’s long pulse, sand piles and plies itself, then crumples in sighs. It is an arena of hallucinations, a terrestrial 

aurora. The eye surmises ledges and laminar curtains peeling away, furling fringes of aching incandescence, 

frizzling surf-edges of riptide, lifting aprons, sheets of paint that sag and rill, pools of liquid that sizzle dry in 

an instant, cliffs that collapse in gentle, pensive catastrophes, whole panes suddenly shivering, slowly closing 

eyelids, a letting down of blinds. Never less, never more, never now again what it once, only just now, was, 

mulling itself over, taking its own measure, counting up and losing count, showing its workings in its long 

humped volumes, page turned on crumbling page in the calendar of its becomings, combing and grooming, 

sieving and riddling, going with the grain, never ceasing going over it all again, keeping on going, going on 

coming, the desert does itself like an incalculable sum. 

Public Domain Works 

• Sand, its Occurrence, Properties, and Uses; a Bibliography 

L.L. Hopkins1918 

o Internet Archive 

TEXTS 

• Waves of Sand and Snow; and the Eddies Which Make Them 

Vaughan Cornish1914 

o Internet Archive 

TEXTS 

• A Sequal to the Adventures of Baron Munchausen 

https://archive.org/details/sanditsoccurrenc00carnrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/wavesofsandsnowe00corn/page/n5/mode/2up?view=theater
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Anon1792 

o Göttinger Digitalisierungszentrum 

TEXTS 

• The Fairy Mythology: Illustrative of the Romance and Superstition of Various Countries 

Thomas Keightley1892 

o Internet Archive 

TEXTS 

• Lives of Eminent Philosophers 

Diogenes Laertius1925 

o Internet Archive 

TEXTS 

• Traditions and Hearthside Stories of West Cornwall 

William Bottrell1873 

o Internet Archive 

TEXTS 

Further Reading 

• The World in a Grain: The Story of Sand and How It Transformed Civilization 

By Vince Beiser 

After water and air, sand is the natural resource that we consume more than any other — even more than oil. 

Every concrete building and paved road on Earth, every computer screen and silicon chip, is made from sand. 

It's the ingredient that makes possible our cities, our science, our lives — and our future. And, incredibly, 

we're running out of it. 

https://gdz.sub.uni-goettingen.de/id/PPN1015405010?tify=%7b%22pages%22:%5b8,9%5d,%22view%22:%22thumbnails%22%7d
https://archive.org/details/fairymythologyil00keigiala/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/DiogenesLaertius01LivesOfEminentPhilosophers15_201412/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/traditionshearth00bottiala
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0399576428/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

110 

More Info and Buy 

 

• The Matter of Air: Science and the Art of the Ethereal 

By Steven Connor 

Steven Connor looks at the human relationship with air, both positive and negative. His explorations include 

the dangers posed by radio atmospherics, poison gas, and haze as well as our continued fascination with 

effervescence and explosives. Drawing ideas from religion, science, art, literature, and philosophy, The 

Matter of Air creates a comprehensive history of the human perception of air. 

More Info and Buy 

 

• A Sand Book 

By Ariana Reines 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0399576428/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1861897669/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1861897669/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1951142160/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0399576428/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
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What does the destruction of our soil have to do with the weather in the human soul? From sand in the 

gizzards of birds to the iridescence on the surface of spilt oil, from sand storms on Mars to our internet-

addicted present, from the desertifying mountains of Haiti to natural disasters and state violence, A Sand 

Book is both a travelogue and a book of mourning. 

More Info and Buy 

 

Books link through to Amazon who will give us a small percentage of sale price (ca. 4.5%). Discover more 

recommended books in our dedicated PDR Recommends section of the site. 

Steven Connor is Director of CRASSH and Grace 2 Professor of English in the University of Cambridge. He 

is a Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge. His most recent books are Dream Machines (Open Humanities Press, 

2017), The Madness of Knowledge (Reaktion/Chicago University Press, 2019), and Giving Way: Thoughts 

on Unappreciated Dispositions (Stanford University Press, 2019). 

 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time 

  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1951142160/ref=nosim?tag=thepubdomrev-20
https://publicdomainreview.org/shop/pdr-recommends
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.openhumanitiespress.org/books/titles/dream-machines/
http://www.reaktionbooks.co.uk/display.asp?ISB=9781789140729&nat=false&stem=true&sf1=keyword&st1=madness%2Bof%2Bknowledge&m=1&dc=2
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=31510
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=31510
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-dust-that-measures-all-our-time
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The History of Postmortem Photography 

Ever since the medium was invented, people have used photography to document loss. 

 

A daguerreotype of a postmortem baby, partially covered by a flowered shawl 

via JSTOR 

By: Ashawnta Jackson  

What does it mean to remember? For some, remembrance means capturing an image, documenting not just a 

life, but a death. In the nineteenth century, photographers were often called upon to do postmortem 

photography, capturing the stillness of the final moment. 

As Victorian-literature scholar Nancy M. West writes, “people were more willing to pay a few dollars for 

a daguerreotype that memorialized a loved one’s death than they were to commemorate a marriage or birth.” 

The reason was simple: death was omnipresent. There were outbreaks of highly communicable, and deadly, 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.18596849
https://daily.jstor.org/daily-author/ashawnta-jackson/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23740730?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
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diseases, and “when scientific discoveries shattered conventional religious beliefs…many embraced the 

medium [of photography] as a means of counteracting death. If their lives were to be tenuous, their image at 

least could endure.” 

Honoré de Balzac, for example, believed that each image removed a layer of skin from the subject, 

decreasing their “essence of life.” 

Part science, part illusion, a permanent reminder of a temporary moment—early photography had a sort of 

magic to it, West explains. In the 1840s, she continues, “an entire vocabulary developed around the medium,” 

a language that encompassed both fear and delight. Many people considered photography blasphemous, an art 

that “attempted to outdo a job reserved for the Almighty.” Some people even thought that photographs were 

physically dangerous. Honoré de Balzac, for example, believed that each image removed a layer of skin from 

the subject, decreasing their “essence of life.” 

The tension between the desire to hold on to the dead and the fear of photography’s power likely also 

increased the demand for images of the deceased. In Britain, for example, the 1850s saw a rise of 

advertisements for postmortem photographers “and the production of special albums and cases for holding 

and displaying postmortem photographs,” according to researchers Liz Stanley and Sue Wise. As 

photography evolved, more people sought it out as part of the grieving process. As Stanley and Wise point 

out, it became a way to mourn, helping people come to terms with the death. 

Weekly Newsletter 

Get your fix of JSTOR Daily’s best stories in your inbox each Thursday. 

Subscribe
 

Privacy Policy   Contact Us 

You may unsubscribe at any time by clicking on the provided link on any marketing message. 

In some communities, capturing death took on a different meaning. Photographer James Van Der Zee, a 

Harlem photographer who captured the lives—and deaths—of the neighborhood’s Black community, used his 

art to document beauty. As literature scholar Carol E. Henderson writes, Van Der Zee’s 1978 

collection The Harlem Book of the Dead, which featured his funeral photography from the 1920s as well as 

poems and text by poet Owen Dodson and artist Camille Billops, was part of a long line of Black artists using 

their work to “preserve themselves, their families, and their human dignity in the face of overwhelming odds.” 

Van Der Zee’s work, Henderson continues, suggests “that African Americans have long used death to 

investigate social injustice and cultural immorality in the past and present.” 

Though it may feel as if postmortem photography is a relic of a bygone era, it is still part of the grieving 

process for many. Rather than a holdover from an earlier time, Stanley and Wise explain, it is part of the 

human condition, a need to capture a moment where a person is both here and not here, “a holding on, and 

also as a sign of having to let go.” 

https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42857592?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
https://about.jstor.org/privacy/
http://www.jstor.org/contact-us/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cgnbm.12?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
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Support JSTOR Daily! Join our new membership program on Patreon today. 

 Share Tweet Email Print 

Have a correction or comment about this article? 

Please contact us. 

deathphotographyFolklore/Cinema: Popular Film as Vernacular CultureSociologyThe Centennial Review 

Resources 

JSTOR is a digital library for scholars, researchers, and students. JSTOR Daily readers can access the original 

research behind our articles for free on JSTOR. 

CAMERA FIENDS: EARLY PHOTOGRAPHY, DEATH, AND THE SUPERNATURAL 

By: Nancy M. West 

The Centennial Review, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Winter 1996), pp. 170-206 

Michigan State University Press 

The Domestication of Death: The Sequestration Thesis and Domestic Figuration 

By: Liz Stanley and Sue Wise 

Sociology, Vol. 45, No. 6 (DECEMBER 2011), pp. 947-962 

Sage Publications, Inc. 

9 Allegories of the Undead: Rites and Rituals in Tales from the Hood 

By: Carol E. Henderson 

Folklore/Cinema: Popular Film as Vernacular Culture 

https://bit.ly/30jM88p
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=419334385204394&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fdaily.jstor.org%2Fthe-history-of-postmortem-photography%2F&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fdaily.jstor.org%2Fthe-history-of-postmortem-photography%2F
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdaily.jstor.org%2Fthe-history-of-postmortem-photography%2F&text=The+History+of+Postmortem+Photography&via=JSTOR_Daily
mailto:?subject=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&body=Ever%20since%20the%20medium%20was%20invented%2C%20people%20have%20used%20photography%20to%20document%20loss.%0D%0A%0D%0A%20Read%20More:%20https%3A%2F%2Fdaily.jstor.org%2Fthe-history-of-postmortem-photography%2F
javascript:window.print()
https://daily.jstor.org/contact-us?%5bfrom_url%5d
https://daily.jstor.org/tag/death/
https://daily.jstor.org/tag/photography/
https://daily.jstor.org/pub_tag/folklore-cinema-popular-film-as-vernacular-culture/
https://daily.jstor.org/pub_tag/sociology/
https://daily.jstor.org/pub_tag/the-centennial-review/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23740730?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42857592?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cgnbm.12?mag=the-history-of-postmortem-photography
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University Press of Colorado, Utah State University Press 

https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-

photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily

_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email 

  

https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://daily.jstor.org/the-history-of-postmortem-photography/?utm_term=The%20History%20of%20Postmortem%20Photography&utm_campaign=jstordaily_11112021&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
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May Sarton on the Cure for Despair and Why Solitude Is the Seedbed of Self-Discovery 

“Sometimes one has simply to endure a period of depression for what it may hold of illumination if one can 

live through it, attentive to what it exposes or demands.” 

BY MARIA POPOVA 

 

“A great deal of poetic work has arisen from various despairs,” wrote Lou Andreas-Salomé, the first woman 

psychoanalyst, in a consolatory letter to the poet Rainer Maria Rilke as he was wrestling with depression, 

nearly a century before psychologists came to study the nonlinear relationship between creativity and mental 

illness. A generation later, with an eye to what made Goethe a genius, Humphrey Trevelyan argued that great 

artists must have the courage to despair, that they “must be shaken by the naked truths that will not be 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/05/12/lou-andreas-salome-creative-block-rilke/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2014/07/21/creativity-and-mental-illness/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2014/07/21/creativity-and-mental-illness/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/10/10/humphrey-trevelyan-goethe-artist/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0393309282/braipick-20
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comforted. This divine discontent, this disequilibrium, this state of inner tension is the source of artistic 

energy.” 

Few artists have articulated the dance between this “divine discontent” and creative fulfillment more 

memorably than the poet, novelist, essayist, and diarist May Sarton (May 3, 1912–July 16, 1995). In 

her Journal of a Solitude (public library), Sarton records and reflects on her interior life in the course of one 

year, her sixtieth, with remarkable candor and courage. Out of these twelve private months arises the eternity 

of the human experience with its varied universal capacities for astonishment and sorrow, hollowing despair 

and creative vitality. 

May Sarton 

In an entry from September 15, 1972, Sarton writes: 

It is raining. I look out on the maple, where a few leaves have turned yellow, and listen to Punch, the parrot, 

talking to himself and to the rain ticking gently against the windows. I am here alone for the first time in 

weeks, to take up my “real” life again at last. That is what is strange—that friends, even passionate love, are 

not my real life unless there is time alone in which to explore and to discover what is happening or has 

happened. Without the interruptions, nourishing and maddening, this life would become arid. Yet I taste it 

fully only when I am alone… 

She considers solitude as the seedbed of self-discovery: 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0393309282/braipick-20
https://www.worldcat.org/title/journal-of-a-solitude/oclc/532306&referer=brief_results
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0393309282/braipick-20
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Art by Sir Quentin Blake from Michael Rosen’s Sad Book 

For a long time now, every meeting with another human being has been a collision. I feel too much, sense too 

much, am exhausted by the reverberations after even the simplest conversation. But the deep collision is and 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/08/25/michael-rosens-sad-book-quentin-blake/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/08/25/michael-rosens-sad-book-quentin-blake/
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has been with my unregenerate, tormenting, and tormented self. I have written every poem, every novel, for 

the same purpose — to find out what I think, to know where I stand. 

[…] 

My need to be alone is balanced against my fear of what will happen when suddenly I enter the huge empty 

silence if I cannot find support there. I go up to Heaven and down to Hell in an hour, and keep alive only by 

imposing upon myself inexorable routines. 

In another journal entry penned three days later, in the grip of her recurrent struggle with depression, Sarton 

revisits the question of the difficult, necessary self-confrontations that solitude makes possible: 

The value of solitude — one of its values — is, of course, that there is nothing to cushion against attacks from 

within, just as there is nothing to help balance at times of particular stress or depression. A few moments of 

desultory conversation … may calm an inner storm. But the storm, painful as it is, might have had some truth 

in it. So sometimes one has simply to endure a period of depression for what it may hold of illumination if 

one can live through it, attentive to what it exposes or demands. 

In a passage that calls to mind William Styron’s sobering account of living with depression, Sarton adds: 

The reasons for depression are not so interesting as the way one handles it, simply to stay alive. 

Perhaps Albert Camus was right in asserting that “there is no love of life without despair of life,” but this is a 

truth hard to take in and even harder to swallow when one is made tongueless by depression. In an entry from 

October 6, still clawing her way out of the pit of darkness, Sarton considers the only cure for despair she 

knows: 

Does anything in nature despair except man? An animal with a foot caught in a trap does not seem to despair. 

It is too busy trying to survive. It is all closed in, to a kind of still, intense waiting. Is this a key? Keep busy 

with survival. Imitate the trees. Learn to lose in order to recover, and remember that nothing stays the same 

for long, not even pain, psychic pain. Sit it out. Let it all pass. Let it go. 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/02/09/depression-william-styron-darkness-visible/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/11/30/albert-camus-travel-lyrical-critical-essays/
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Art from Trees at Night by Art Young, 1926. (Available as a print.) 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2019/08/06/trees-at-night-art-young/
https://society6.com/product/weary-and-heavy-laden-from-trees-at-night-by-art-young_print?curator=brainpicker
https://society6.com/product/weary-and-heavy-laden-from-trees-at-night-by-art-young_print?curator=brainpicker
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By mid-October, Sarton has begun to emerge from the abyss and marvels at the transformation in a beautiful 

testament to the finitude and transitoriness of all things, even the deepest-cutting and most all-consuming of 

states: 

I can hardly believe that relief from the anguish of these past months is here to stay, but so far it does feel like 

a true change of mood — or rather, a change of being where I can stand alone. 

Echoing Virginia Woolf’s memorable insight into writing and self-doubt — the same self-doubt with 

which Steinbeck’s diary is strewn — Sarton considers the measure of success in creative work: 

So much of my life here is precarious. I cannot always believe even in my work. But I have come in these last 

days to feel again the validity of my struggle here, that it is meaningful whether I ever “succeed” as a writer 

or not, and that even its failures, failures of nerve, failures due to a difficult temperament, can be meaningful. 

It is an age where more and more human beings are caught up in lives where fewer and fewer inward 

decisions can be made, where fewer and fewer real choices exist. The fact that a middle-aged, single woman, 

without any vestige of family left, lives in this house in a silent village and is responsible only to her own soul 

means something. The fact that she is a writer and can tell where she is and what it is like on the pilgrimage 

inward can be of comfort. It is comforting to know there are lighthouse keepers on rocky islands along the 

coast. Sometimes, when I have been for a walk after dark and see my house lighted up, looking so alive, I feel 

that my presence here is worth all the Hell. 

Complement these particular passages of the wholly exquisite Journal of a Solitude with Tchaikovsky 

on depression and finding beauty amid the wreckages of the soul, then revisit Louise Bourgeois on how 

solitude enriches creative work and Elizabeth Bishop on why everyone needs at least one prolonged period of 

solitude in life. 

 

https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/10/17/may-sarton-journal-of-a-solitude-

depression/?mc_cid=7a96b7d42f&mc_eid=d1c16ac662 

  

https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/02/25/virginia-woolf-writing-self-doubt/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/03/02/john-steinbeck-working-days/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0393309282/braipick-20
https://www.themarginalian.org/2015/11/19/tchaikovsky-letters-depession/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/04/15/louise-bourgeois-solitude/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/04/15/louise-bourgeois-solitude/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/02/08/elizabeth-bishop-solitude/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/02/08/elizabeth-bishop-solitude/
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/10/17/may-sarton-journal-of-a-solitude-depression/?mc_cid=7a96b7d42f&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
https://www.themarginalian.org/2016/10/17/may-sarton-journal-of-a-solitude-depression/?mc_cid=7a96b7d42f&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
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Bridges, bike lanes, electric car chargers and more: 5 essential reads on the infrastructure bill 

Autoría 

1. Jennifer Weeks 

Senior Environment + Energy Editor, The Conversation 

Entrevista 

1. Davin Holen 

https://theconversation.com/us/team#jennifer-weeks
https://theconversation.com/profiles/davin-holen-1278585
https://theconversation.com/us/team#jennifer-weeks
https://theconversation.com/profiles/davin-holen-1278585
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Research Assistant Professor, University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Ver todos los asociados 

 

Creemos en el libre flujo de información 

Republique nuestros artículos libremente, en impreso o digital, bajo licencia Creative Commons 

After months of debate and negotiation, Congress has passed a sweeping measure to upgrade many parts of 

the nation’s infrastructure. The bill provides US$1.2 trillion in funding, including $550 billion in new federal 

spending; the rest renews and updates existing transportation programs, such as highway construction. 

While the bill is smaller than President Joe Biden’s original $2.6 trillion request, it still represents the largest 

federal investment in U.S. infrastructure in over a decade. A statement from the White House asserts that the 

legislation will “drive the creation of good-paying union jobs and grow the economy sustainably and 

equitably.” 

These five articles from our archives analyze some infrastructure needs that will receive new funding. 

1. Fixing crumbling bridges 

The infrastructure bill provides $110 billion to fix thousands of aging roads and bridges across the U.S. That 

money will be especially welcome in Alaska, where climate change is thawing permafrost – accelerating 

corrosion of steel bridges – and melting river ice that many people used to cross by snowmobile. Fewer than 

half of the state’s bridges are deemed to be in good condition. 

“When the ice is unstable or unpredictable, people who rely on crossing the river are stuck and the risk of 

snowmobile fatalities rises,” a team of engineers and social scientists from Penn State University and 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks report. “Federal infrastructure investment could help direct funds to rural 

bridges that might otherwise continue to deteriorate.” 

 

Leer más: Infrastructure bill passed by Congress promises billions for bridge repair – rural Alaska shows 

the growing need as temperatures rise 

 

2. Building a 21st-century power grid 

https://theconversation.com/es/partners
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/08/10/senate-infrastructure-bill-what-is-in-it/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/08/10/senate-infrastructure-bill-what-is-in-it/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/07/28/upshot/infrastructure-breakdown.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://theconversation.com/rural-alaska-has-a-bridge-problem-as-permafrost-thaws-and-crossing-river-ice-gets-riskier-with-climate-change-169345
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=DB5ejLoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=b9CMpQYAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=5HRNTzAAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=zFnNpNoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=2JXMRX4AAAAJ&hl=en
https://theconversation.com/infrastructure-bill-passed-by-congress-promises-billions-for-bridge-repair-rural-alaska-shows-the-growing-need-as-temperatures-rise-169345
https://theconversation.com/infrastructure-bill-passed-by-congress-promises-billions-for-bridge-repair-rural-alaska-shows-the-growing-need-as-temperatures-rise-169345
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Energy experts widely agree that the U.S. needs to upgrade its electric grid so that it can deliver power more 

reliably over long distances and integrate more renewable electricity into the nation’s energy mix. The 

infrastructure bill contains $65 billion to update and expand the grid. 

Connecting the fragmented U.S. power system into what’s known as a macrogrid – a network that can move 

electricity seamlessly from one end of the U.S. to the other – could actually save money, according to Iowa 

State University electrical and computer engineering professor James McCalley. That’s true even though it 

would mean adding hundreds of megawatts of new generating capacity and new transmission lines to connect 

those power plants to customers. 

“By making it possible to share power across regions and deliver high-quality renewable power from remote 

areas to load centers, the macrogrid would more than pay for itself,” McCalley writes. 

 

Leer más: The US needs a macrogrid to move electricity from areas that make it to areas that need it 

 

The U.S. electric grid is an engineering marvel, but it’s also outdated. 

3. Making streets safer for walkers and bikers 

The infrastructure bill provides $11 billion for measures designed to make highways and streets safer. That 

includes investments to improve features that protect pedestrians and cyclists, like updated sidewalks, bike 

lanes and street crossings. 

John Rennie Short, an urban policy expert at the University of Maryland Baltimore County, says these 

measures are overdue. “In the 21st century, a new city ideal has emerged of a more bike-friendly, walking-

oriented city. But piecemeal implementation of bike lanes, pedestrianized zones and traffic calming measures 

often just adds to the confusion,” he writes. “More people are being killed because cities are encouraging 

residents to walk and bike, but their roads are still dominated by fast-moving vehicular traffic.” 

 

Leer más: Why US cities are becoming more dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians 

 

4. More EV charging stations 

https://theconversation.com/the-us-needs-a-macrogrid-to-move-electricity-from-areas-that-make-it-to-areas-that-need-it-155938
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=OL1VzgEAAAAJ&hl=en
https://theconversation.com/the-us-needs-a-macrogrid-to-move-electricity-from-areas-that-make-it-to-areas-that-need-it-155938
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=oMPNYhQAAAAJ&hl=en
https://theconversation.com/why-us-cities-are-becoming-more-dangerous-for-cyclists-and-pedestrians-111713
https://theconversation.com/why-us-cities-are-becoming-more-dangerous-for-cyclists-and-pedestrians-111713
https://theconversation.com/why-us-cities-are-becoming-more-dangerous-for-cyclists-and-pedestrians-111713
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Experts widely agree that slowing climate change requires a massive global shift from fossil fuels to low- and 

zero-carbon energy sources. That transition is underway in the auto industry, where carmakers are pouring 

billions of dollars into new electric vehicle designs. 

But the EV revolution faces a critical speed bump: not enough public charging stations. The infrastructure bill 

includes $7.5 billion to expand the existing U.S. network, which today exists mainly in coastal states. 

Stanford University historian Paul N. Edwards calls this funding “a small but genuine down payment on a 

more climate-friendly transport sector and electric power grid, all of which will take years to build out.” 

While the upfront cost may seem high, Edwards notes that “over the long term, the potential savings from 

avoided climate risks like droughts, floods, wildfires, deadly heat waves and sea level rise would be far, far 

larger.” 

 

5. Reconnecting divided neighborhoods 

Most funds in the infrastructure bill are for building new facilities or upgrading those that already exist. But 

the legislation also provides $1 billion for tearing down highways that have cut off Black residents and other 

people of color from the cities around them, reducing their access to transportation, jobs and economic 

opportunity. 

[Over 115,000 readers rely on The Conversation’s newsletter to understand the world. Sign up today.] 

“As we see it, this funding represents a down payment on restorative justice: remedying deliberate 

discriminatory policies that created polluted and transit-poor neighborhoods like West Bellfort in Houston, 

Westside in San Antonio and West Oakland, California,” write urban policy scholars Joan Fitzgerald at 

Northeastern University and Julian Agyeman at Tufts University. 

As Fitzgerald and Agyeman see it, removing barrier highways alone won’t be enough to transform 

disadvantaged neighborhoods. But dismantling what they call “racist infrastructure” could catalyze other 

investments in housing, transportation and green spaces that would make these communities healthier and 

more prosperou 

https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-

infrastructure-bill-

171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-

%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-

%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_u

s&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential

%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill  

  

https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-an-infrastructure-problem-map-of-electric-vehicle-chargers-shows-one-reason-why-166024
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=IPQkThQAAAAJ&hl=en
https://theconversation.com/removing-urban-highways-can-improve-neighborhoods-blighted-by-decades-of-racist-policies-166220
https://theconversation.com/us/newsletters/the-daily-newsletter-3?utm_source=TCUS&utm_medium=inline-link&utm_campaign=newsletter-text&utm_content=100Ksignup
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=_bXYlvoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=gibRYHMAAAAJ&hl=en
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
https://theconversation.com/bridges-bike-lanes-electric-car-chargers-and-more-5-essential-reads-on-the-infrastructure-bill-171338?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Bridges%20bike%20lanes%20electric%20car%20chargers%20and%20more%205%20essential%20reads%20on%20the%20infrastructure%20bill
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Study suggests use of bone tools to produce clothing dates back 120,000 years 

Researchers uncovered more than 60 ancient tools in a cave in Morocco 

 
 

Excavation at Contrebandiers Cave, Morocco 

• Credit and Larger Version 

 

October 5, 2021 

The invention of clothing was a milestone in the story of humanity. However, as furs and other organic 

materials used to make clothing are unlikely to be preserved in the archaeological record, the origin of 

clothing is still poorly understood. 

A new study led by Arizona State University paleoanthropologists details what may be the earliest 

evidence for clothing, dating as far back as 120,000 years.  

https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_images.jsp?cntn_id=303611&org=NSF
https://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://news.asu.edu/20210916-bone-tools-morocco-indicate-production-clothing-120000-90000-years-ago
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Funded in part by the U.S. National Science Foundation and published in iScience, the study describes 

finds unearthed in 2011 from Contrebandiers Cave, Morocco. The findings include more than 60 tools 

made of bone and one tool made from the tooth of a cetacean, such as a whale, dolphin or porpoise.  

Among the thousands of bone fragments found in the cave, the researchers also identified carnivore 

bones with cut marks suggesting that the bones were skinned for fur rather than being processing for 

meat. Together, the tools and skinned bones provide evidence for possibly the earliest clothing in the 

archaeological record. 

Archaeologists believe the invention of clothing was essential in enabling early humans to expand their 

niche from Pleistocene Africa into new environments with new ecological challenges.  

"The research emphasizes the importance of a Pan-African role in the development of human cultural 

complexity and helps to reveal how early humans were able to expand to different areas and 

environments," says John Yellen, a program director in NSF's Division of Behavioral and Cognitive 

Sciences. 

--  NSF Public Affairs, Researchnews@nsf.gov 

https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303611&utm_medium=email&utm_source=go

vdelivery   

https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=0935491&HistoricalAwards=false
https://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://www.cell.com/iscience/fulltext/S2589-0042(21)00956-1
mailto:Researchnews@nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303611&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=303611&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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VIA THE QUARANTINE TAPES 

Catherine Lacey on Letting Go of the Anxiety and Responding to Current Events in Fiction 

In Conversation with Paul Holdengräber on The Quarantine Tapes 

By The Quarantine Tapes 

 

November 15, 2021 

Hosted by Paul Holdengräber, The Quarantine Tapes chronicles shifting paradigms in the age of social 

distancing. Each day, Paul calls a guest for a brief discussion about how they are experiencing the 

global pandemic. 

* 

On Episode 218 of The Quarantine Tapes, Paul Holdengräber is joined by writer Catherine Lacey. 

Calling in from the closet of her home, Catherine talks with Paul about her writing process and what 

she has been working on lately. 

https://quarantine-tapes.simplecast.com/
https://lithub.com/author/quarantinetapes/
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Catherine’s most recent book is Pew, published in January 2020. Catherine tells Paul about how her 

writing process for that book was drastically different from her usual method, and they discuss its 

epigraph, from Ursula K. Le Guin’s “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas.” They discuss Donald 

Barthelme’s Not-Knowing, and Catherine talks about her experience of finishing writing one novel 

without having another to work on for the first time in years. 

Subscribe and download the episode, wherever you get your podcasts!  

From the episode: 

Catherine Lacey: I was giving a talk digitally to MFA students, and at the end of it one of them asked, 

how is it possible to even write fiction now? Necessarily you have to contend with this disruption and 

this pandemic and this social distancing and all these things. And I didn’t really have a good answer for 

her because I hadn’t really been considering it. I’d already been working on a book that was sort of set 

in an alternate America, and I’d been working on it for several years, and so the terms of my work 

were already predetermined before the pandemic started. It wasn’t like I was needing to invent a new 

world or something to work within. I wasn’t working in the contemporary moment. 

But later it occurred to me, I think part of that seems like an attitude that might be common to an MFA 

student or a younger writer, this anxiety to respond to the present. But the world’s constantly changing 

anyway, so you can’t really make it your task to respond to the present as it is right now. That was the 

fall of 2020 when I gave that talk, and already now it feels very different. We’re moving around the 

world in slightly different ways and there are vaccines. We start thinking about what maybe the next 

pandemic is going to look like, and we’re a little bit less fearful and we’re not sanitizing our groceries 

anymore. If I had wasted a bunch of 2020 trying to write about 2020, by the time I had completed it, it 

would be too dated, at least for me. That task sounds to me like it would create fiction or essay or 

whatever that’s a little bit too of this moment and therefore immediately expires. It’s almost like a 

pavlova or something—it has to be served right then or it’s no good. 

_________________________ 

To listen to the episode, as well as the whole archive of The Quarantine Tapes, subscribe and listen 

on iTunes or wherever else you find your favorite podcasts. 

Catherine Lacey is the author of four works of fiction: Nobody Is Ever Missing, The Answers, Certain 

American States, and Pew. Her honors include a Guggenheim Fellow, a Whiting Award, and twice 

being a finalist for the New York Public Library Young Lions Fiction Award. Her work has been 

translated into a dozen languages and published by The New Yorker, Harper’s, The Believer, The New 

York Times, Playboy, and elsewhere. Her fifth book, Biography of X, is forthcoming from Farrar, Straus 

& Giroux in 2023. Born in Mississippi, she is based in Chicago. 

Catherine LaceyDonald BarthelmePaul HoldengraberPewThe Quarantine TapesUrsula K. Le Guin 

https://bookshop.org/books/pew-9781250798534/9780374230920?aid=132
https://quarantine-tapes.simplecast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-quarantine-tapes/id1504169578
https://lithub.com/tag/catherine-lacey/
https://lithub.com/tag/donald-barthelme/
https://lithub.com/tag/paul-holdengraber/
https://lithub.com/tag/pew/
https://lithub.com/tag/the-quarantine-tapes/
https://lithub.com/tag/ursula-k-le-guin/
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The Quarantine Tapes 

The Quarantine Tapes: A week-day program from Onassis LA and dublab. Hosted by Paul 

Holdengräber, the series chronicles shifting paradigms in the age of social distancing. Each day, Paul 

calls a guest for a brief discussion about how they are experiencing the global pandemic. 

 

https://lithub.com/catherine-lacey-on-letting-go-of-the-anxiety-and-responding-to-current-events-in-

fiction/  

https://lithub.com/author/quarantinetapes/
https://lithub.com/author/quarantinetapes/
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Hyperspectral infrared nanoimaging as a tool for the comprehensive analysis of polaritonic crystals 

DIPC • DIPC PHOTONICS 

ByDIPC November 11, 2021 0 comments 

An exciton can be described as an electron-hole pair in a crystal that is bound in a manner analogous to the 

electron and proton in a hydrogen atom. Thus, the exciton behaves like an atomic excitation that passes from 

one atom to another. Exciton energy states involve a band with a particular dispersion law that depends on the 

crystal properties. In most cases excitons are induced by an electromagnetic wave, a photon. 

Interestingly, in some cases the frequencies of vibration of the incoming electromagnetic wave and the 

resulting exciton are very similar, and they resonate. When they have a strong resonance interaction with each 

other, a quasi-particle results from the admixture of states of the photon and the exciton. This is called a 

polariton. In this case there is no longer a sharp difference between the excitons and the photons in the crystal; 

hence, the speed of light through the crystal depends on the frequency, a characteristic of polaritonic 

substances. Polaritons are quasiparticles resulting from the strong coupling of photons with a dipole-carrying 

excitation. 

Photonic crystals – periodically structured media with unit cell sizes comparable to the wavelength of light – 

have been known for several decades, particularly in the visible spectral range. In contrast, van der Waals 

polaritonic crystals with unit cell sizes that are much smaller than the free-space wavelength have been 

emerging only in the last few years. They support polaritons, generally at mid-infrared frequencies. But, 

because the polariton wavelengths are smaller than that of light, conventional spectroscopy does not allow for 

a complete characterization. 

Among the most studied polaritonic crystals are graphene superlattices, graphene on structured substrates, and 

Moirè patterns in twisted graphene bilayers, all of them hosting plasmon polaritons – the result from the 

coupling of surface plasmons – quantizations of the oscillations of the free electron gas density – with light. 

On the other hand, van der Waals polaritonic crystals, supporting long-lived phonon polaritons – result from 

the coupling of an infrared photon with an optic phonon, i.e., quantizations of mechanical vibrations – have 

received much less attention, although they may find various exciting applications, such as angle-independent 

infrared absorption (relevant for photodetectors) or strong coupling with tiny amounts of molecules. So far, 

only nonspectroscopic imaging by scattering-type scanning near-field optical microscopy has been applied to 

study phonon polariton crystals. 

https://mappingignorance.org/category/dipc/
https://mappingignorance.org/category/dipc-photonics/
https://mappingignorance.org/2021/11/11/hyperspectral-infrared-nanoimaging-as-a-tool-for-the-comprehensive-analysis-of-polaritonic-crystals/#author
https://mappingignorance.org/2021/11/11/hyperspectral-infrared-nanoimaging-as-a-tool-for-the-comprehensive-analysis-of-polaritonic-crystals/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email#comments


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

132 

 

Now, a team of researchers has demonstrated 1 that hyperspectral infrared nanoimaging based on nanoscale 

Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (nano-FTIR) can be used for analyzing the band structure of deeply 

subwavelength van der Waals polaritonic crystals. 

As a proof of concept, a 2D array of infrared near-field spectra (hyperspectral images) of a square lattice of 

circular holes in an hexagonal boron nitride slab was recorded. The researchers found that flat regions of the 

bands manifest as peaks in the nano-FTIR spectra. This way, the researchers demonstrate that infrared spectra 

recorded at individual spatial positions within the unit cell of the van der Waals polaritonic crystal can be 

associated with its band structure and the local density of photonic states. 

This work introduces hyperspectral infrared nanoimaging as a tool for the comprehensive analysis of 

polaritonic crystals, which could find applications in the reconstruction of complex polaritonic dispersion 

surfaces in momentum-frequency space or for exploring exotic electromagnetic modes in topological 

photonic structures. 

Author: César Tomé López is a science writer and the editor of Mapping Ignorance 

Disclaimer: Parts of this article may have been copied verbatim or almost verbatim from the referenced 

research paper/s. 

References 

1. F. J. Alfaro-Mozaz, S. G. Rodrigo, S. Vélez, I. Dolado, A. Govyadinov, P. Alonso-González, F. 

Casanova, L. E. Hueso, L. Martín-Moreno, R. Hillenbrand, and A. Y. Nikitin (2021) Hyperspectral 

Nanoimaging of van der Waals Polaritonic Crystals Nano 

Letters doi: 10.1021/acs.nanolett.1c01452 ↩ 

https://mappingignorance.org/2021/11/11/hyperspectral-infrared-nanoimaging-as-a-tool-for-the-comprehensive-analysis-of-polaritonic-crystals/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email#note-8827-1
http://about.me/cesar_tome
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.nanolett.1c01452
https://mappingignorance.org/2021/11/11/hyperspectral-infrared-nanoimaging-as-a-tool-for-the-comprehensive-analysis-of-polaritonic-crystals/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email#reference-8827-1


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 583  january  2022 

 

133 

written by 

DIPC 

 

Donostia International Physics Center (DIPC) is a singular research center born in 2000 devoted to research at 

the cutting edge in the fields of Condensed Matter Physics and Materials Science. Since its conception DIPC 

has stood for the promotion of excellence in research, which demands a flexible space where creativity is 

stimulated by diversity of perspectives. Its dynamic research community integrates local host scientists and a 

constant flow of international visiting researchers. 

• Website 

• @DIPCehu 

 

https://mappingignorance.org/2021/11/11/hyperspectral-infrared-nanoimaging-as-a-tool-for-the-

comprehensive-analysis-of-polaritonic-crystals/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email 
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Growing share of childless adults in U.S. don’t expect to ever have children 

BY ANNA BROWN 

Birth rates in the United States dropped during the COVID-19 pandemic amid the twin public health and 

economic crises, lending evidence to predictions from early on in the outbreak that economic uncertainty 

might trigger a baby bust. This continued the downward trend in U.S. fertility rates, which were already at 

a record low before the pandemic began. 

 

A new Pew Research Center survey finds that a rising share of U.S. adults who are not already parents say 

they are unlikely to ever have children, and their reasons range from just not wanting to have kids to concerns 

about climate change and the environment. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/anna-brown
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/05/us/us-birthrate-falls-covid.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/05/07/with-a-potential-baby-bust-on-the-horizon-key-facts-about-fertility-in-the-u-s-before-the-pandemic/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/11/19/growing-share-of-childless-adults-in-u-s-dont-expect-to-ever-have-children/ft_2021-11-19_havingchildren_01/
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How we did this 

 

Some 44% of non-parents ages 18 to 49 say it is not too or not at all likely that they will have children 

someday, an increase of 7 percentage points from the 37% who said the same in a 2018 survey. Meanwhile, 

74% of adults younger than 50 who are already parents say they are unlikely to have more kids, virtually 

unchanged since 2018. 

Among parents and non-parents alike, men and women are equally likely to say they will probably not have 

kids (or more kids) in the future. Perhaps not surprisingly, adults in their 40s are far more likely than younger 

ones to say they are unlikely to have children or to have more children in the future. Some 85% of non-

parents 40 to 49 say this, compared with 37% of those younger than 40. And while 91% of older parents say 

they probably won’t have more kids, 60% of younger parents say the same. 

A majority (56%) of non-parents younger than 50 who say it’s unlikely they will have children someday say 

they just don’t want to have kids. Childless adults younger than 40 are more likely to say this than those ages 

40 to 49 (60% vs. 46%, respectively). There are no differences by gender. 
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https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/11/19/growing-share-of-childless-adults-in-u-s-dont-expect-to-ever-have-children/ft_2021-11-19_havingchildren_02/
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Among childless adults who say they have some other reason for thinking they won’t have kids in the future, 

no single reason stands out. About two-in-ten (19%) say it’s due to medical reasons, 17% say it’s for financial 

reasons and 15% say it’s because they do not have a partner. Roughly one-in-ten say their age or their 

partner’s age (10%) or the state of the world (9%) is a reason they don’t plan to have kids. An additional 5% 

cite environmental reasons, including climate change, and 2% say their partner doesn’t want children. 

 

When it comes to 18- to 49-year-old parents who say they are unlikely to have more children in the future, 

again a majority (63%) say it’s because they just don’t want to. Fathers (69%) are more likely to say this than 

mothers (59%), as are parents younger than 40 (71%) when compared with those 40 to 49 (57%). 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/11/19/growing-share-of-childless-adults-in-u-s-dont-expect-to-ever-have-children/ft_2021-11-19_havingchildren_03/
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Among those younger than 50 who say there was some other reason why they probably will not have more 

children, age (theirs or their partner’s) and medical reasons were among the top reasons why (29% and 23% 

of this group said so, respectively), followed by financial reasons (14%) and the fact that they already have 

kids (11%). Smaller shares cite the state of the world (4%), not having a partner (2%) or having a partner who 

doesn’t want kids (2%). 

Mothers and fathers generally give similar reasons for saying it’s unlikely they will have more children, but 

mothers are more likely than fathers to mention medical reasons (27% vs. 16%), while fathers are more likely 

than mothers to cite already having kids (18% vs. 6%). 

About a quarter of parents younger than 40 who don’t expect to have more children in the future cite financial 

reasons (26%), compared with 8% of those 40 to 49. The younger group is also more likely to mention not 

having a partner (6% vs. 1%), while older parents are more likely to say age is a reason why they don’t expect 

to have more kids (41% of those 40 to 49 vs. 5% of those younger than 40). 

Note: Here are the questions used for this post, along with responses, and its methodology. 

Topics 

 Family & RelationshipsHousehold Structure & Family RolesParenthoodBirth Rate & Fertility 

 

Anna Brown  is a research associate focusing on social and demographic trends research at Pew Research 

Center. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/11/19/growing-share-of-childless-adults-in-u-s-dont-expect-to-

ever-have-children/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=8997d802cf-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_19_03_39&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-8997d802cf-

399979481 

https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Fertility-topline_final.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/fertility-intentions-methodology_final.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/family-relationships/
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/family-relationships/household-structure-family-roles/
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/family-relationships/parenthood/
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/other-topics/birth-rate-fertility/
https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/anna-brown
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You, Reader 

by Major Jackson 

Issue no. 218 (Fall 2016) 

So often I dream of the secrets of satellites,  

and so often I want the moose to step  

from the shadows and reveal his transgressions,  

and so often I come to her body                  

as though she were Lookout Mountain,  

but give me a farmer’s market to park my martyred masks 

and I will name all the dirt roads that dead-end 

at the Cubist sculpture called My Infinity, 

for I no longer light bonfires in the city of adulterers 

and no longer smudge the cheeks of debutantes 

hurriedly floating across the high fruit of night, 

and yes, I know there is only one notable death in any small town 

and that is the pig farmer, but listen, at all times 

the proud rivers mourn my absence, especially  

when, like a full moon, you, reader, hidden behind a spray  

of night-blooming cereus, drift in and out of scattered clouds 

above lighthouses producing their artificial calm, 

just to sweep a chalk of light over distant waters. 

  

 

https://theparisreview.us17.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=da3a248294&e=d538c8f2e0 

  

https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=da3a248294&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=da3a248294&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=da3a248294&e=d538c8f2e0
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How one atheist laid the foundation of contemporary Hindu nationalism 

8 noviembre 2021 14:42 CET 
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Members of the Hindu nationalist group Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh take part in a march in Ahmedabad, 

India. Sam Panthaky/AFP via Getty Images 

India’s position as a secular nation is under threat. 

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, the country’s 200 

million Muslim minority population has been increasingly targeted. Over the past few years, so-called cow 

vigilante groups have attacked Muslims for consuming beef, an act that many Hindus consider to be 

sacrilegious. 

The ruling party has also come down heavily on free speech. 

Concerned by these developments, 53 American universities, including Harvard, Stanford, Princeton and 

Columbia, co-sponsored a three-day conference, “Dismantling Hindutva” in September 2021 in which 

scholars discussed the rise of Hindu nationalism. 

No consuma noticias, entiéndalas. 

https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/members-of-the-hindu-nationalist-group-rashtriya-news-photo/1235931212?adppopup=true
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/india-muslims-marginalized-population-bjp-modi
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/india-muslims-marginalized-population-bjp-modi
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-36518974
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-politics-media-analysis/indian-journalists-say-they-intimidated-ostracized-if-they-criticize-modi-and-the-bjp-idUSKBN1HX1F4
https://dismantlinghindutva.com/
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Suscribirme al boletín 

India is the world’s biggest democracy. But according to several experts, that democracy is under threat. 

As a scholar of South Asian affairs, I’d argue that it is important to understand that India’s move to a Hindu 

identity has roots in the early 20th century, when it was part of the British colonial empire. 

In 1923, an anti-colonial revolutionary, Vinayak D. Savarkar, first invented the term Hindutva, which loosely 

translates to “Hindu-ness.” This view emphasized that a native of India, even if not a Hindu, could fully 

embrace the geography, languages, and religions of “Mother India.” 

A movement inspired by a non-believer 

Savarkar was an atheist, with little interest in religion, other than for political use. In 1910, he was sentenced 

to life imprisonment for his participation in the plot to assassinate the British Assistant Secretary of State 

Curzon Wyllie. 

It was during his imprisonment that Savarkar wrote his foundational treatise, “Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?” 

Christophe Jaffrelot, one of the most noted scholars on Hindu nationalism, calls Savarkar’s work “the first 

charter of Hindu nationalism.” Savarkar sought to unite religions native to India against Muslims and 

Christians, who were considered to be outside invaders. 

Back then, Savarkar wanted to call the Indian subcontinent the great Hindu Rashtra, or nation encompassing a 

common geography, religion and culture. Adherents of other religions, such as Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs, 

would simply need to pay homage to Hindu culture and accept a national identity within the larger Hindutva 

framework. The same would apply to “foreigners,” such as Muslims and Christians, as long as they did not 

attempt to impose their own rule. 

At first, the concept of a Hindu identity did not include a religious creed. Instead, it espoused bringing 

forward identity politics based on the perceptions of dominant ethnicity and nationalism. 

The Khilafat movement, a 1919 pan-Islamist campaign that encompassed the Islamic world and had a 

profound impact in uniting the Indian Muslim community, radicalized Savarkar. 

The unity of Indian Muslims during this period in contrast to the divided caste-based Hindu community 

amounted to a threat, according to Savarkar, and gave rise to a political party, the Hindu Mahasabha, in 1921, 

in which he was a leading figure. 

Following his release from prison, Savarkar’s rhetoric became less inclusive and grew correspondingly hostile 

toward Muslims. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/hold-on-to-that-idea-of-india-the-worlds-largest-democracy-celebrates-its-75th-independence-day-tomorrow-where-are-we-as-a-nation-two-views/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year
https://www.linkedin.com/in/saba-sattar-797766224/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hindutva/XEdEQgAACAAJ?hl=en
https://archive.org/stream/hindutva-vinayak-damodar-savarkar-pdf/hindutva-vd-savarkar_djvu.txt
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/spotlight/Atheist-fundamentalists/articleshow/6014430.cms
https://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/vinayak-damodar-savarkar
https://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/vinayak-damodar-savarkar
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt7s415.5
https://www.open.ac.uk/researchprojects/makingbritain/content/vinayak-damodar-savarkar
https://carnegieendowment.org/experts/692
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt15zc7zj.45
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt15zc7zj.45
https://theprint.in/pageturner/excerpt/veer-savarkar-hindutva-india/38073/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Khilafat-movement
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt7s415.5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/hindu-nationalism-and-indian-politics/2E218CFDC1A1052F511A311C45D5A3D2
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hindutva/ezS6SHt0hPwC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=vinayak+savarkar+more+radical+after+prison+against+muslims&pg=PA143&printsec=frontcover
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In his 1963 book “Six Glorious Epochs,” written shortly before his death, Savarkar stated that Muslims and 

Christians wanted to destroy Hinduism. He also contended that India should enforce the kind of authoritarian 

rule that was imposed in totalitarian Germany, Japan and Italy during World War II. 

 

 

A man pays homage to the leader of Hindu nationalism, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, in Pune, India. Milind 

Saurkar/Hindustan Times via Getty Images 

Savarkar also believed Muslims in law enforcement and the military were potential traitors and their numbers 

needed to be kept in check. 

Savarkar’s views became the foundation of contemporary Hindu nationalism. 

[Explore the intersection of faith, politics, arts and culture. Sign up for This Week in Religion.] 

The new shade of nationalism 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Six_Glorious_Epochs_of_Indian_History/IajTDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4408848
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4408848
https://images.theconversation.com/files/430384/original/file-20211104-21790-1xwm8cz.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/430384/original/file-20211104-21790-1xwm8cz.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/man-visit-to-the-hostel-room-of-veer-savarkar-on-the-news-photo/1146939046
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/man-visit-to-the-hostel-room-of-veer-savarkar-on-the-news-photo/1146939046
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1479244310000144
https://theconversation.com/us/newsletters/this-week-in-religion-76/?utm_source=TCUS&utm_medium=inline-link&utm_campaign=newsletter-text&utm_content=religion-explore
https://images.theconversation.com/files/430384/original/file-20211104-21790-1xwm8cz.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
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In 1925, another leader, K.B. Hedgewar, emerged near Mumbai and created the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh, or the RSS. Today, the RSS is the umbrella organization of the BJP, the ruling party. 

By the 1940s, RSS membership base grew to 600,000 volunteers. Today, it has well over 5 million. Under 

Modi, Hindu nationalism has been brought to mainstream politics, and Hindu nationalists now hold prominent 

cabinet- and ministerial-level positions in government. 

The RSS was twice banned as a political party. Once was after Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated in 1948 by 

former member RSS Nathuram Godse. The second time was more recent, following the demolition of Babri 

mosque – a holy site in the north Indian city of Ayodhya – in 1992. The demolition led to nationwide riots 

where 1,000 people, mostly Muslims, were killed. Hindu nationalists claim that the site is the birthplace of 

Lord Rama. In 2019, the Indian Supreme Court allowed a Rama temple to be constructed at the contested site. 

After the first ban, the RSS and Mahasabha created their own political party called the Bharatiya Jana Sangh – 

the predecessor to the current BJP – in 1951. The Jana Sangh ran on a platform of “Indianizing,” or 

assimilating, all minorities into a unified Hindu nation. 

For centuries, Muslims were perceived by many Hindus as another ethnic group or a subcaste within South 

Asia, not as an external threat that needed to be warded off. But Savarkar did not believe so. He wanted to 

bring about an internal cohesion among various Hindu groups to protect against any external invasion. 

Savarkar’s treatise was the foundation for the 2014 BJP manifesto, which set the party’s agenda to mend the 

“discarded vision” of a Hindu nation. 

Secularism is written in India’s constitution, but the BJP’s reelection in 2019 demonstrates that India may be 

undergoing a fundamental change and embracing a Hindu identity. 

The Rama temple construction is expected to be ready before the next parliamentary election in 2024. The 

building and celebration of a Hindu temple on the grounds of a destroyed Muslim mosque is, I believe, 

emblematic of India’s transition. 

 

https://theconversation.com/how-one-atheist-laid-the-foundation-of-contemporary-hindu-nationalism-

169130?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-

%202111520899&utm_content=Politics%20Weekly%20%20November%2011%202021%20-

%202111520899+Version+B+CID_3d08bd06e6a6c9f986baacafa7a9608f&utm_source=campaign_monitor_u

s&utm_term=How%20one%20atheist%20laid%20the%20foundation%20of%20contemporary%20Hindu%20

nationalism 

  

https://www.rss.org/Timeline.html
https://www.rss.org/Timeline.html
https://www.bjp.org/en/ourphilosophy
https://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/in-its-91st-year-rss-plans-to-reach-each-of-600-000-villages-of-india-115102101117_1.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/03/706808616/the-powerful-group-shaping-the-rise-of-hindu-nationalism-in-india
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ASIDE AFFECTS 

December 1st, 2021 | Issue One Hundred Thirty-Eight 

Digressions on the art and politics of the rhetorical aside 

Art by Peter Gamlen 

 

In January 2021, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released its monthly report “The Employment Situation.” As 

might have been expected ten months after the World Health Organization declared a global pandemic, the 

news was not good: 140,000 jobs had been lost the previous month. This wasn’t the worst of it; headlines 

seized on the fact that every one of those lost jobs had belonged to a woman. “The US economy lost 140,000 

jobs in December. All of them were held by women” (CNN Business); “Women account for 100% of jobs 

lost in December” (CNBC); “Women accounted for 100% of the 140,000 jobs shed by the U.S. economy in 

December” (Fortune). The reports, though staggering, at the very least sounded the alarm on something that 

women knew and feminism had foreseen: in crisis, the nation disposed of its backbone. 

Claire Ewing-Nelson, of the National Women’s Law Center, broke down the report: Women had lost 156,000 

jobs in December 2020 while men had gained 16,000: a net loss, and one that was not borne equally. But this 

was not the whole story. Just as the overall unemployment rate conceals disparities across gender lines, racial 

difference is further concealed within women’s rates of unemployment. Ewing-Nelson noted that the overall 

https://believermag.com/product/december-2021-january-2022/
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rate “masks even higher rates for Black women, Latinas, and other demographic groups,” such as women with 

disabilities and women between the ages of twenty and twenty-four. Below their headlines, most outlets 

enumerated this more detailed round of numbers, such as New York magazine’s The Cut, which reported that 

the economic downturn “has weighed heaviest on women of color” and “white women did not experience 

these trends as severely.” CNN, however, displayed the stratum more candidly: “Blacks and Latinas lost jobs 

in December, while White women made significant gains.” [1] The “women” making the headlines, it 

seemed, were not the same women who were losing jobs. 

This sounded about right. What’s more, it aligned with boilerplate wisdom on the plights of “women” and 

“women of color,” respectively—imagined as orders of magnitude. Whatever can be said happens to 

“women” happens “especially,” “particularly,” “most,” and “worst” when color—“of color”—shows up. 

When the media documents non-white women this way, does it make them a part of the whole? Or apart from 

it? The “women” who lost jobs were not white, but the “women” imagined by the headlines must be; if 

women of color were the story, there would be no need for such asides. Women of color are women, but if 

that were true, one would expect we needn’t be reminded of it with such frequency. Gender was not meant for 

all [2]. 

Here we see a version of a familiar technique: A detail professing inclusiveness is squirreled away as 

secondary information. An article takes note of the less fortunate, allows a brief pause for the further 

disadvantaged, and moves on with its premise, undeterred by this dispensable material. The inclusion 

excludes. Mentions in passing read rather like the inversion of how the story should be told. 

At the theater, on television, in books, audiences love an aside. But what is there, exactly, that’s worth loving? 

In early episodes of Sex and the City, Carrie Bradshaw enjoys a short-lived affair with the fourth wall. “How 

the hell did we get into this mess?” she asks the viewer, typing at her desk between frosty-lipped drags on a 

Marlboro Light. The iconic geometry of keyboard, cig, and voice-over would remain (mostly) throughout the 

series, but after fifteen episodes, viewers no longer had the pleasure of meeting Carrie eye-to-eye [3]. 

Apparently, Michael Patrick King (executive producer, writer, director) did not like this direct manner of 

discoursing with the audience. “I want to believe this,” he said. “I believe her. I think she’s the real thing. But 

whenever she turns to the camera, I no longer believe this. Can we stop that?” 

Dramatic asides are not always so dramatic as to break the fourth wall. But they are spoken to be heard. 

What’s a stage whisper, after all, without an audience? Iago, Othello’s smooth operator, shan’t conceal his 

doings from us, his captive onlookers: “He takes her by the palm: ay, well said, whisper: with as little a web 

as this will I ensnare as great a fly as Cassio. Ay, smile upon her, do; I will gyve thee in thine own courtship.” 

In Sex and the City, Carrie’s voice-overs stayed put as the implied contents of her columns, but her to-camera 

asides, according to King, were unbelievable. This suggests something distrustful about an aside; presumably 

a form of disclosure, they might also make for a sly means of withholding. 

In the house of fiction (and of nonfiction), asides are constructed with a different architecture. Many critics 

would call to mind Nabokov’s rhetorical devices; a passage early in Lolita encloses this famous pair of 

parenthetical asides: 
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My very photogenic mother died in a freak accident (picnic, lightning) when I was three, and, save for a 

pocket of warmth in the darkest past, nothing of her subsists within the hollows and dells of memory, over 

which, if you can still stand my style (I am writing under observation), the sun of my infancy had set. 

The acute perfection—“arresting 

off-handedness, the cadence, the sonic double-mirroring… the simplicity”—of the first parenthetical ought 

not, writer Emily Temple writes, to overshadow the effects of the following pair, which operates as a 

“comment on the comment.” Apology for style loses some humility by that aside, which regards the 

character’s present circumstance and darkly imparts its meaning. The aside is put to similar use in this 

moment in White Teeth, by Zadie Smith: 

It is only this late in the day, and possibly only in Willesden, that you can find best friends Sita and Sharon, 

constantly mistaken for each other because Sita is white (her mother liked the name) and Sharon is Pakistani 

(her mother thought it best—less trouble). 

ulist’s stroll between surplus and restraint. Smith’s first set of parentheses primes an alert reader versed in the 

lingua franca of evolving empire to understand what kind of household produces a white daughter with a 

Hindu name. Smith’s second set of parentheses even contains an additional aside offset by an em dash—a 

comment upon a comment upon a comment. Its stylized brevity, much like “(picnic, lightning),” winks at a 

more rebellious commentary. Its signaled gratuitousness—that the author could have withheld it—piques the 

attention all the more. 

In Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself, asides arrive like 

small revisions, steadying the course of reader sentiment that, even at its most benevolent, still requires 

practice to identify the plight of the slave. Douglass, keen on the pernicious mythology of benevolent 

slaveholders, writes: 

I soon found Mr. Freeland a very different man from Mr. Covey… The former (slaveholder though he was) 

seemed to possess some regard for honor, some reverence for justice, and some respect for humanity. 

The aside reassembles Mr. Freeland’s lesser evil, emphasis changed from adjective to noun. Mr. Freeland was 

not like Mr. Covey, a religious fanatic who was known as a “nigger-breaker”; by contrast, Freeland “was 

what would be called an educated southern gentleman.” He owned a mere two slaves, and while “very 

passionate and fretful,” was “exceedingly free from those degrading vices” known to men like Covey. And 

yet he, like Covey, was, crucially and definitionally, a slaveholder. With the momentum of contrasts between 

the men tempered, the cautionary additive “some” juts into focus: “some regard,” “some reverence,” 

“some respect.” 

Between Douglass’s first autobiography and his second—My Bondage and My Freedom, published in 1855—

the asides pile up. Some are simply clarifying or offer factual elaboration. Other moments, much as in White 

Teeth, create the occasion for cool suggestion, and at times derision, in a style Namwali Serpell might call 

“black nonchalance”: “(what slaveholders would call wicked)”; “(as the slaveholders regard it)”; “(as was 

sometimes said of him)”; “(she had then given me no reason to fear)”; “(I write from sound, and the sounds 

on Lloyd’s plantation are not very certain.)” 
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Black nonchalance, Serpell writes, “performs nonreaction.” Raised on “the double consciousness, double 

meanings, double dealings required to navigate the intricate labyrinth of racism and its seemingly infinite 

threat of violence,” black nonchalance, she says, walks the tightrope with style. It is fitting that the aside 

would flourish in My Bondage and My Freedom, Douglass’s revisitation of his story ten years after the tightly 

coiled instrumentalism of the first, out of which he made himself the most popular slave alive. Not that My 

Bondage and My Freedom was spared of purpose. But it cannot be a coincidence that within the freer text, 

freed enough for sermons on the prejudice of the North that granted him succor, Douglass’s language finds 

freedom to do other things too. Subordinated by the main business of political memoir, yet raised above the 

level of subtext, Douglass’s asides are sly; they wink and conceal through disclosure [4]. Nonchalance 

“doesn’t revolutionize or fight the power,” Serpell writes. “… Nonchalance doesn’t step forward or turn its 

back. It loiters, hangs, leans, brushes past.” 

If a parenthetical can be art, how about footnotes [5], or what gets loaded between two em dashes? 

Digressions, we could call them; sub and text but not subtext, much like an aside. Glyph, by Percival Everett, 

reanimates academic rituals even as it taunts them. The first-person protagonist is Ralph, an infant with 

remarkable brain power who devours great works of literature and theory—as well as more mundane works, 

such as a service manual for a Maytag washing machine—and has an equivalent mental grasp of and the 

manual dexterity for writing. He has no interest, meanwhile, in speech. Ralph’s regular use of footnotes 

dances upon the convention among peer-reviewed journals of keeping notes of the “discursive” type to a 

minimum. His footnotes run the gamut of elaboration, extrapolation, explanation, snark, and inquiry—various 

versions of comment on the comment. He quotes the poetry of Thomas Moore, riffs on “that Derrida guy,” 

and speculates—or, given his audience, gossips—about those around him. At one point he laments his 

reluctance to dishonor a book by throwing it and thereby raising the necessary fuss that might alert his parents 

to a kidnapping in progress. “I say this even though one of the texts in my crib at the time was Harold 

Bloom’s A Map of Misreading,” the footnote reads dryly. 

This side-mouthed tone is perhaps exactly the sort that formal academic venues wish to curtail. But these sorts 

of asides, inasmuch as they preoccupy a writer’s mind and gradually encumber their drafts, can be 

informative. An adviser once encouraged me to heed the asides that nagged my work and others’. What’s 

there might be art or snark or the quiet insurrection that need not blow its cover; or there might be something 

that needs telling, escaping the rote obligations of the main story like the opening of a pressure valve. 

It’s become fashionable to declare that new voices should be heard and that diverse stories should be told, and 

under these uncreative conditions, the text and subbed text of media narratives groan. Gleaming whiteness 

unaddressed as such won’t stand, and so someone must smudge the canvas. A pocket of text reserved for 

those further disadvantaged. An article on loitering, say, will take care to mention that Black and 

Brown folks are often penalized by anti-loitering laws, but such an aside leaves out the fact that the Brown 

loiterer is not one example but the prototype. The ethics of the thing protest too much. It’s “women and 

people of color.” It’s “women and femmes.” Jules Gill-Peterson, in her essay on trans pessimism, asks after 

the misty “trans woman of color” whose life in print is only an enhancement for other things, a summoning 

that suppresses whatever lives happen behind the rumor. An aside to be cast aside. “The trans woman of color 

whose life is invoked is always putative,” Gill-Peterson writes. “She’s no fact. Who is she? How do you know 

her? I know why Chase Bank, or Sephora[,] pretends to know her. But you? What’s your excuse?” 
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The ethical aside is an interruption—the beat before everyone gets on with their lives. Journalists signal that 

they have done their due diligence in reaching out to all parties with the inclusion of “(X declined to comment 

for this article)” in reported investigations; the ethical aside, likewise, says that the author has indeed thought 

of and considered the conditions of those excluded by their primary interests [6]. There’s someone else out 

there, it acknowledges, even as the story as written depends on their disavowed existence. 

But an aside can be a beautiful place to take up residence. Counternarratives, by John Keene, is full of 

experiments. One story begins in 1754, with the birth of a slave named Zion. Its title, “An Outtake from the 

Ideological Origins of the American Revolution,” references a Pulitzer Prize–winning study of the revolution 

published in the ’60s that remains, as scholar Eric Slauter has written, “an inescapable citation, whether 

superficial or substantive.” Per its stated genre—the outtake—Keene’s story takes place outside the bounds of 

the political papers that occupy the study’s canonized history. Instead, we have the life et cetera of Zion, who 

again and again escapes from and is re-ensnared within an as-yet nation’s slave system. His singular 

rebellions chart the course of the latter 1700s, documented in offenses arraigned by courts throughout the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony and counted in stolen bounties of rum, shillings, and mutton. The narrator relates 

the facts of Zion placidly, as though relating the weather. It is no great deed to name the date of Zion’s final 

capture, September 17, 1774, the only event noted that year. Every now and then, the story glances at 

something elsewhere—“great changes were blowing through streets of the colonial capital”—but it is a brief 

thought, not worthy of much attention. In this story, it is the characters of that other insurrection, the 

American Revolution, who are hushed and held aside; what remains is Zion. There’s room for more than one 

revolt, but the other will quiet itself for now.  

1. This assessment comes from a section of the report’s data separate from that which reported the 

seasonally adjusted 156,000 total non-farm jobs lost; household survey data showed that the number 

of employed white women age twenty and older increased between November and December 2020, 

while the number of Black and Latina women decreased. Asian women were lumped together with 

Asian men. 

2. See: Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861); Hortense J. Spillers, “Mama’s Baby, 

Papa’s Maybe: An American Grammar Book” (1987); Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins: 

Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence against Women of Color” (1991); Saidiya Hartman, 

“Venus in Two Acts” (2008); and C. Riley Snorton, Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of Trans 

Identity (2017). 

3. The last such occurrence is an early season 2 episode called “The Freak Show.” Carrie has watched 

her date, “the man who steals cheap used books for no reason,” slip a paperback into his pants. Cut 

to a close-up of Carrie at her most Carrie: “OK, now I was afraid,” she tells us with her trademark 

cringe (all lips and brow). 

4. Not all asides are expressions of art or style; they are also a notorious place for cheap shots. In a 

chapter of Sociology for the South, or the Failure of Free Society, published a year prior to My 

Bondage and My Freedom, snotty George Fitzhugh gestures toward “the ladies, all of whom love 

poetry, (though none of them can write it).” 
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5. Endnotes, meanwhile, sit at the back of the book, blissfully ignorant of whether a reader will seek 

them out.  

6. As though written from fear, not that they are misguided in their premise, but that someone online 

with more followers will tap them on the proverbial shoulder with Funny how you can write a whole 

article about… without once mentioning… 
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