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The Twin Root of Our Confusion and Our Power in Times of Turmoil: Muriel Rukeyser on the 

Wellspring of Aliveness 

“Whatever has happened, whatever is going to happen in the world, it is the living moment that contains the 

sum of the excitement, this moment in which we touch life and all the energy of the past and future.” 

BY MARIA POPOVA 

 

It is such delicate work, such devoted work, the work of contouring the personhoods of persons who have 

imprinted the world with nothing less than revolutions of the mind, yet have left only faint traces of 

themselves as persons, unselved first by the nature of their revolutionary ideas — vast, abstract, lightyears 

beyond the solipsisms of the self — and then unselved again by the selective collective memory we mistake 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0918024579/braipick-20
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for history and its perennial failure at a foothold in the abstract beyond personhoods, beyond identities, 

beyond the narrow and unimaginative bounds of so-called human interest. There is quiet heroism to this work 

of rescuing from obscurity and erasure lives understanding which helps understand the entire eras in which 

they were lived and the fundaments of sensemaking the following epochs have taken as givens. 

Such is the work Muriel Rukeyser (December 15, 1913–February 12, 1980) did with Willard Gibbs: 

American Genius (public library). 

Muriel Rukeyser 

Rukeyser’s own genius came abloom in the dawn of her twenties, when her debut poetry collection, Theory of 

Flight, earned her the Yale Younger Poets Award — America’s longest-running literary accolade. She was 

not yet thirty when she composed her staggering more-than-biography of the father of physical 

chemistry, Willard Gibbs (February 11, 1839–April 28, 1903) — this odd and world-shifting bridge figure 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0918024579/braipick-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0918024579/braipick-20
https://www.worldcat.org/title/willard-gibbs/oclc/243019161&referer=brief_results
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between classical mechanics and quantum physics, celebrated as the greatest mind of the nineteenth century, 

lauded by Einstein as one of the most original and important thinkers America ever produced, prophesied to 

outlive in remembrance all of his contemporaries except perhaps Lincoln, yet almost entirely forgotten by 

Rukeyser’s time. 

Like Eddington, Gibbs was a quiet, reserved genius — “silent, inhibited, remote,” Rukeyser tells us — queer 

by all reasonable deduction; he never married and lived out his life in his sister’s home. Like Newton, 

who accomplished the greatest leap in science within the solitude of his plague quarantine, Gibbs imagined 

his revolution within the chamber of the mind, within a dense solitude — “in silence, in isolation, in the years 

of rejection directly after the Civil War, when abstract work was wanted least of all, when the cry was for 

application and invention and the tools that would expand the great growing fortunes of the diamond boys.” 

And yet there he was, living “closer than any inventor, any poet, any scientific worker in pure imagination to 

the life of the inventive and organizing spirit of America.” 

 

Willard Gibbs, 1855. (Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Yale University.) 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/10/29/in-transit-neil-gaiman-eddington/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/04/06/newton-plague/


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 553 march 2021 

 

6 

 

The Triumph of Life by Maria Popova. (Available as a print.) 

https://society6.com/product/the-triumph-of-life_print?curator=brainpickier
https://society6.com/product/the-triumph-of-life_print?curator=brainpickier
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Rukeyser’s enchantment with Gibbs became the crucible for her lifelong stewardship of the parallels between 

poetry and science, her astute and abiding insight into how they help hold “the giant clusters of event and 

meaning that every day appear” and in doing so “equip our imaginations to deal with our lives.” 

Published in 1942, Rukeyser’s majestic 446-page masterwork of antierasure grew from the seed of a 

fascination first germinated with her poem “Gibbs,” written as WWII was beginning to cast its umbra of 

terror over all that is bright and beautiful in the human spirit, unpeeling from the hallways of time the image 

of every genius who ever lived as an irrelevance to this apotheosis of dumb destruction. It is always the poet’s 

task to defend the relevance of radiance, whatever its shape and subject, and so she did. From the life of 

Willard Gibbs, Muriel Rukeyser drew something larger, vaster, more radiant than his life, than any life — a 

celebration of life itself, of the living mind and its deathless imagination and the power of that imagination to 

irradiate the world with the wonder of possibility. It is the connective tissue of her thought, the poetic 

musculature of context and concept propping up the skeleton of the dead scientist’s life, that renders 

Rukeyser’s book a revelation from the opening page: 

Whatever has happened, whatever is going to happen in the world, it is the living moment that contains the 

sum of the excitement, this moment in which we touch life and all the energy of the past and future. Here is 

all the developing greatness of the dream of the world, the pure flash of momentary imagination, the vision of 

life lived outside of triumph or defeat, in continual triumph and defeat, in the present, alive. All the crafts of 

subtlety, all the effort, all the loneliness and death, the thin and blazing threads of reason, the spill of blessing, 

the passion behind these silences — all the invention turns to one end: the fertilizing of the moment, so that 

there may be more life. 

Writing from within the savage wastefulness of a particular moment in a world unworlded by its most 

destructive war yet, Rukeyser insists on the irrepressible aliveness that consecrates the present, any present, 

and that springs from the indivisibility of the life of the body and the life of the mind: 

Spring, and the years, the wars, and the ideas rejected, the swarming and anonymous people rejected, and the 

slow climb of thought to be more whole, the few accepted flames of truth in a darkness of battle and further 

rejection and further battle. We know the darkness of the past, we have a conscious body of knowledge — 

and under it, the black country of a lost and wasted and anonymous world… jungle-land, wasteful as nature, 

prodigal. 

Our living moment rides this confusion; it is torn by the dead wars; seizes the old knowledge; speeds on the 

imagination of the living and the dead, and passes, fertilized. But the hidden life today continues among all 

the silence, and in the midst of war. The hidden life of the senses, the vivid, speculative life of the mind. The 

man over his table, glass shine of the test-tubes reflected in the eyes; the woman staring into her thought of 

the child not yet born… We see, in this moment of the world, the lives of many people brought to a time of 

stress. The streams are challenged, all the meanings are again in question. 

In a sentiment which Octavio Paz (whom Rukeyser translated) would come to echo several years later in his 

observation that “there is something revealing in the insistence with which a people will question itself during 

certain periods of its growth,” she adds: It is at this moment that we turn… In the imaginations which tapped 

that energy, in the energy itself and its release, we see our power. Man*, the mystery; man, the pure force; 

man, the taproot of naked vision, the source himself, will look in such a moment for deeper sources, for the 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2014/05/16/muriel-rukeyser-life-of-poetry/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2014/05/16/muriel-rukeyser-life-of-poetry/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/06/03/octavio-paz-labirynth-of-solitude/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/06/03/octavio-paz-labirynth-of-solitude/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2014/10/17/ursula-k-le-guin-gender/
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sources of power that can bring a fuller life to a desperate time. We cut away the old life, cutting down to the 

root. And the root of such power, of such invention, is in the imaginative lives of certain men and women, 

responding in their way and with their proper kinds of love to the wishes of history — that is, to the wishes of 

the people at that moment, however disguised, however premature and dark. 

For Rukeyser, Willard Gibbs was one of those people; for me, the people whose lives and loves I contoured 

in Figuring were, and the people in whose lives and loves I have dwelt in the years since: Mary Shelley, Walt 

Whitman, Rukeyser herself. 

Rukeyser notes that however rigorous our scholarship, it is always at bottom a presumption to attempt to 

“solve the personality” and reanimate the lives and worlds of the long-gone people whose work has shaped 

our own lives and our understanding of the world. In a passage to which I relate in the marrow of my being, 

she adds: 

It is by a long road of presumption that I come to Willard Gibbs. When one is a woman, when one is writing 

poems, when one is drawn through a passion to know people today and the web in which they, suffering, find 

themselves, to learn the people, to dissect the web, one deals with the processes themselves. To know the 

processes and the machines of process: plane and dynamo, gun and dam. To see and declare the full disaster 

that the people have brought on themselves by letting these processes slip out of control of the people. To 

look for the sources of energy, sources that will enable us to find the strength for the leaps that must be made. 

To find sources, in our own people, in the living people. And to be able to trace the gifts made to us to two 

roots: the infinite anonymous bodies of the dead, and the unique few who, out of great wealth of spirit, were 

able to make their own gifts. 

In consonance with my longtime conviction that history is not what happened, but what survives the 

shipwrecks of judgment and chance, Rukeyser mourns the erasure of so many such titans of spirit from our 

collective selective memory, mourns their loss “through waste and carelessness,” and offers the single most 

poignant and precise diagnosis I have ever encountered of what ails our systems of remembrance and 

sensemaking, which are ultimately our systems of future-making: 

This carelessness is complicated and specialized. It is a main symptom of the disease of our schools, which let 

the kinds of knowledge fall away from each other, and waste knowledge, and time, and people. All our 

training plays into this; our arts do; and our government. It is a disease of organization, it makes more waste 

and war. 

Both in her choice of subject (a man of such singular, specialized, abstract genius) and in her treatment of it 

(so rigorous in scholarship, so rapturous in breadth of sentiment), Rukeyser’s Willard Gibbs stands as a bold 

antidote to this cultural carelessness — and falls as one, having perished out of print by these very forces, 

these abiding emblems of the ahistorical and segregationist impulses arising in the puerile bosom of our 

species, which might, just might, one day mature to outgrow. Until then, we have the poets — in the 

largest Baldwinian sense — to salve our collective amnesia with their bold benedictions of immortal truth. 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/15/muriel-rukeyser-willard-gibbs-

presumption/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/11/01/figuring/
https://www.brainpickings.org/tag/mary-shelley/
https://www.brainpickings.org/tag/walt-whitman
https://www.brainpickings.org/tag/walt-whitman
https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/11/01/figuring/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/11/01/figuring/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0918024579/braipick-20
https://www.brainpickings.org/2016/04/13/james-baldwin-the-artists-struggle-for-integrity/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/15/muriel-rukeyser-willard-gibbs-presumption/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/15/muriel-rukeyser-willard-gibbs-presumption/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
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Connected workouts can help you get fit alongside virtual buddies during the pandemic 

Autores 

1. Deborah Feltz 

Distinguished Professor Emerita of Kinesiology, Michigan State University 

2. Karin Pfeiffer 

Professor of Kinesiology, Michigan State University 
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Deborah L. Feltz has received funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the National Space 
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any company or organization that would benefit from this article. 
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Nuestros socios 

https://theconversation.com/profiles/deborah-feltz-1176591
https://theconversation.com/profiles/karin-pfeiffer-1178337
https://theconversation.com/profiles/deborah-feltz-1176591
https://theconversation.com/profiles/karin-pfeiffer-1178337
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Michigan State University aporta financiación como institución fundacional de The Conversation US. 

 

 

Sales of exercise gear and technology-based fitness tools have exploded in the U.S. as people try to maintain 

their workout regimens without going to the gym. 

Purchases range from simple dumbbells and outdoor bicycles to internet-connected devices such as the 

Peloton stationary bike or the Tonal digital weight machine. There are exercise video games like Nintendo’s 

https://theconversation.com/institutions/michigan-state-university-1349
https://images.theconversation.com/files/377045/original/file-20210104-19-1satrtd.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/377045/original/file-20210104-19-1satrtd.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/09/how-the-pandemic-has-changed-the-fitness-industry.html
https://theconversation.com/institutions/michigan-state-university-1349
https://images.theconversation.com/files/377045/original/file-20210104-19-1satrtd.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
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Wii Fit and PS-2’s Eye Toy: Kinetic; wearable technology like Fitbits or Apple Watches; and mobile apps 

like Strava. People are even using platforms like Zoom or Skype to connect with a personal trainer. 

These connected fitness tools bring together your exercise workouts and your digital life. As researchers 

in the field of kinesiology, we’ve studied the effects of connected fitness on motivation and fitness outcomes. 

If you’re looking for ways to beef up your fitness during pandemic-related downtime or to replace a pre-

COVID-19 exercise routine, one of these tech-enabled items may work for you. 

Games like the Wii Fit make users move their bodies to play. Neilson Barnard/Getty Images for Nintendo 

Tapping into the tech 

Connected fitness is not new. The first such technology was developed in the 1980s: stationary bikes 

connected to game consoles that required pedaling and steering on a handlebar-mounted gamepad. Exercise 

video games (exergames) were first created around the same time, really taking off in the late 1990s with 

games like Dance Dance Revolution and Nintendo Wii Fit that require limb or trunk movement as the primary 

interface with the technology. 

Our mission is to share knowledge and inform decisions. 

About us 

New and creative technologies, however, continue to make exercise more convenient, trackable and 

customized. Some exergames have become more gamified, including rewards, challenge levels, leader boards 

and immersive story lines to create elements of competition and enhance engagement. 

Even before the pandemic, connected fitness devices and exergames were appealing because they eliminate 

some of common barriers to exercise or physical therapy. Users don’t need to worry about the scheduling 

problems, costs of joining exercise programs or social physique anxiety that can be associated with working 

out in public. These tools also shift the focus away from what can be unpleasant parts of exercising – like 

exertion, fatigue and boredom – to novel and engaging aspects of the activity. 

One hitch, though, is that so far there are no independent “Consumer Reports”-type evaluations of how much 

these technologies affect performance outcomes or influence behavior. 

https://www.techaheadcorp.com/blog/connected-fitness/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1191-4863
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1191-4863
http://education.msu.edu/search/Formview.aspx?email=kap@msu.edu
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/skylar-grey-gets-her-hands-on-wii-fit-u-while-at-the-news-photo/463355359
http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2011.00162.x
https://doi.org/10.1089/g4h.2014.0077
http://doi.org/10.1080/15213269.2012.673850
https://us.humankinetics.com/products/advances-in-sport-and-exercise-psychology-4th-edition
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psychsport.2008.11.002
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Inspiring gameified content doesn’t help your fitness if you don’t make it a habit. MoMo 

Productions/DigitalVision via Getty Images 

Connected in more than one way 

Purchasing fitness equipment and technology-based devices is a great first step toward adding more physical 

activity to your life. But just like with a gym membership that’s paid for but never used, a high-tech piece of 

gear can gather dust. 

Luckily, exercise psychology researchers have figured out frameworks that are more likely to help folks keep 

up the intensity of their exercise regimens and turn them into habits. Setting exercise goals, having individual 

choices in the type of workout, seeing improvements in your performance and exercising with others all make 

you more likely to stick with it. Working out in a group, in particular, enhances the experience. The added 

social elements – including cooperation, coordination, obligation to the group, social comparison and even 

competition – all contribute. 

Of course, finding the right exercise partner or group in these pandemic times can be difficult. Gyms are 

closed and social distancing guidelines are in effect. Can a virtual buddy do the job? 

https://images.theconversation.com/files/377046/original/file-20210104-17-1ha81ke.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/377046/original/file-20210104-17-1ha81ke.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/senior-woman-on-exercise-bike-royalty-free-image/1182742824
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/senior-woman-on-exercise-bike-royalty-free-image/1182742824
https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-4666-9522-1.ch011
https://images.theconversation.com/files/377046/original/file-20210104-17-1ha81ke.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
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Our research team, which began investigating partnered exergames long before the pandemic, was the first to 

examine the use of virtual as well as nonhuman, software-generated exercise partners. 

Based on principles of social comparison and what it takes to be a valued teammate, we customized our 

partners to be somewhat faster than the exerciser to provide a challenge to keep up. We also electronically 

“tethered” the partner to the exerciser in such a way that if the exerciser slowed down below their target pace, 

the partner had to slow down too. So if you start slacking, you slow down the team. This tool builds in some 

obligation to your partner. 

We found that motivation and performance improve when the partner is slightly better than the exerciser. This 

finding held whether the partner is real, but virtually presented, or unreal and software-generated, and with a 

stationary bike or a walking app. 

Even if you don’t have a software-generated exercise buddy, you can team up with someone on FaceTime or 

Zoom while you are on a stationary bike, treadmill or even doing dance aerobics. That way you can challenge 

and encourage each other to keep up the pace. Teaming up with someone who will also hold you accountable 

to keep showing up is also helpful. 

Even if you can’t find someone who can work out virtually with you at the same time, you can still share your 

workout results, compare notes and set future team challenges. A number of running apps, like Strava and 

RunKeeper, for instance, allow you to keep in touch with running buddies. Pricey indoor cycling classes like 

Peloton offer many options for how much or how little you want to compare with others, and let you share 

workouts with friends. 

But you can apply the same motivational principles without spending money on such programs. Choose your 

activity, set your workout goals and search out an exercise buddy where you both challenge and encourage 

each other. If finding a workout pal is difficult, GetMotivedBuddies provides a low-cost membership. 

Just having fun or really working up a sweat 

Certainly, any movement is superior to a sedentary lifestyle in terms of health benefits. But to meet U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services recommendations, adults should attain at least 150 minutes per 

week of physical activity that is of at least the intensity of a brisk walk. 

[Get our best science, health and technology stories. Sign up for The Conversation’s science newsletter.] 

Few of the companies that sell technology-based tools to increase physical activity have provided evidence of 

objective changes in long-term physical activity. Exergames may or may not help you meet recommended 

levels of physical activity. 

In one systematic review of 28 studies, researchers found that when playing the game outside of structured 

settings, exergamers rarely hit moderate to vigorous physical activity levels. The most common exergames 

reviewed were DDR, Wii Fit, Playstation2 and GameBike. 

https://doi.org/10.1519/JSC.0000000000003732
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2018.07.004
https://www.getmotivatedbuddies.com/
http://health.gov/paguidelines/
https://theconversation.com/us/newsletters/science-editors-picks-71/?utm_source=TCUS&utm_medium=inline-link&utm_campaign=newsletter-text&utm_content=science-best
https://us.humankinetics.com/products/advances-in-sport-and-exercise-psychology-4th-edition
https://doi.org/10.1177/1090198112444956
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An important consideration is how tools are used. For example, people can cheat to avoid exercise with a Wii 

controller by simply flicking the wrist instead of performing full-body movements. People still must commit 

to using tools for their intended purpose. 

Physical activity is good for you in so many ways – including lowering the risk of developing multiple forms 

of cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Importantly, physical activity is also positively linked 

to immune system function and mental health, which are paramount concerns during a pandemic like 

COVID-19. 

So figure out your personal preferences and what motivates you. See what resources you can access. 

Fortunately, there are creative options available for those wishing to be physically active, and many of them 

involve technology-based tools. Now is a great time to get connected to fitness. 

https://theconversation.com/connected-workouts-can-help-you-get-fit-alongside-virtual-buddies-during-the-

pandemic-

149886?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January

%208%202021%20-

%201829717798&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021

%20-

%201829717798+CID_bebdf9b2d4bdc8dd2b9faf311552f8e7&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_ter

m=Connected%20workouts%20can%20help%20you%20get%20fit%20alongside%20virtual%20buddies%20

during%20the%20pandemic 

  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10238-020-00650-3
https://doi.org/10.1080/17437199.2015.1022901
https://theconversation.com/connected-workouts-can-help-you-get-fit-alongside-virtual-buddies-during-the-pandemic-149886?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798+CID_bebdf9b2d4bdc8dd2b9faf311552f8e7&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Connected%20workouts%20can%20help%20you%20get%20fit%20alongside%20virtual%20buddies%20during%20the%20pandemic
https://theconversation.com/connected-workouts-can-help-you-get-fit-alongside-virtual-buddies-during-the-pandemic-149886?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798+CID_bebdf9b2d4bdc8dd2b9faf311552f8e7&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Connected%20workouts%20can%20help%20you%20get%20fit%20alongside%20virtual%20buddies%20during%20the%20pandemic
https://theconversation.com/connected-workouts-can-help-you-get-fit-alongside-virtual-buddies-during-the-pandemic-149886?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%208%202021%20-%201829717798+CID_bebdf9b2d4bdc8dd2b9faf311552f8e7&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Connected%20workouts%20can%20help%20you%20get%20fit%20alongside%20virtual%20buddies%20during%20the%20pandemic
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How our brains track where we and others go 

Study suggests our brains may be more in tune with each other than we think 

University of California - Los Angeles Health Sciences 

A new study reveals how your brain navigates places and monitors someone else in the same location. The 

findings suggest that our brains generate a common code to mark where other people are in relation to 

ourselves. 

FULL STORY 

 

 

Crowd of people (stock image). 

Credit: © Zoe / stock.adobe.com 

As COVID cases rise, physically distancing yourself from other people has never been more important. Now 

a new UCLA study reveals how your brain navigates places and monitors someone else in the same location. 
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Published Dec. 23 in Nature, the findings suggest that our brains generate a common code to mark where 

other people are in relation to ourselves. 

"We studied how our brain reacts when we navigate a physical space -- first alone and then with others," said 

senior author Nanthia Suthana, the Ruth and Raymond Stotter Chair in Neurosurgery and an assistant 

professor of neurosurgery and psychiatry at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA and Jane and 

Terry Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior. 

"Our results imply that our brains create a universal signature to put ourselves in someone else's shoes," added 

Suthana, whose laboratory studies how the brain forms and recalls memories. 

Suthana and her colleagues observed epilepsy patients whose brains had been surgically implanted earlier 

with electrodes to control their seizures. The electrodes resided in the medial temporal lobe, the brain center 

linked to memory and suspected to regulate navigation, much like a GPS device. 

"Earlier studies have shown that low-frequency brain waves by neurons in the medial temporal lobe help 

rodents keep track of where they are as they navigate a new place," said first author Matthias Stangl, a 

postdoctoral scholar in Suthana's lab. "We wanted to investigate this idea in people -- and test whether they 

could also monitor others near them -- but were hampered by existing technology." 

Using a $3.3 million award from the National Institutes of Health's BRAIN Initiative, Suthana's lab invented a 

special backpack containing a computer that wirelessly connects to brain electrodes. This enabled her to study 

research subjects as they moved freely instead of lying still in a brain scanner or hooked up to a recording 

device. 

In this experiment, each patient wore the backpack and was instructed to explore an empty room, find a 

hidden spot and remember it for future searches. While they walked, the backpack recorded their brain waves, 

eye movements and paths through the room in real time. 

As the participants searched the room, their brain waves flowed in a distinctive pattern, suggesting that each 

person's brain had mapped out the walls and other boundaries. Interestingly, the patients' brain waves also 

flowed in a similar manner when they sat in a corner of the room and watched someone else approach the 

location of the hidden spot. 

The finding implies that our brains produce the same pattern to track where we and other people are in a 

shared environment. 

Why is this important? 

"Everyday activities require us to constantly navigate around other people in the same place," said Suthana, 

who is also an assistant professor of psychology at UCLA's College of Letters and Science and of 

bioengineering at the Henry Samueli School of Engineering. "Consider choosing the shortest airport security 

line, searching for a space in a crowded parking lot or avoiding bumping into someone on the dance floor." 
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In a secondary finding, the UCLA team discovered that what we pay attention to may influence how our 

brains map out a location. For example, the patients' brain waves flowed stronger when they searched for the 

hidden spot -- or witnessed another person approach the location -- than when they simply explored the room. 

"Our results support the idea that, under certain mental states, this pattern of brain waves may help us 

recognize boundaries," said Stangl. "In this case, it was when people were focused on a goal and hunting for 

something." 

Future studies will explore how people's brain patterns react in more complex social situations, including 

outside the laboratory. The UCLA team has made the backpack available to other researchers to accelerate 

discoveries about the brain and brain disorders. 

Coauthors included Uros Topalovic, Cory Inman, Sonja Hiller, Diane Villaroman, Zahra Aghajan, Dawn 

Eliashiv and Itzhak Fried, all from UCLA; Leonardo Christov-Moore from USC; Nicholas Hasulak from 

NeuroPace Inc; Vikram Rao from UCSF and Casey Halpern from the Stanford University School of 

Medicine. 

The study was supported with funding from the NIH's Brain Initiative, McKnight Foundation and Keck 

Foundation. 

 

Story Source: 

Materials provided by University of California - Los Angeles Health Sciences. Note: Content may be edited 

for style and length. 

 

Journal Reference: 
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Leonardo Christov-Moore, Nicholas R. Hasulak, Vikram R. Rao, Casey H. Halpern, Dawn Eliashiv, 

Itzhak Fried, Nanthia Suthana. Boundary-anchored neural mechanisms of location-encoding for 

self and others. Nature, 2020; DOI: 10.1038/s41586-020-03073-y 

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201223125757.htm 

  

https://www.uclahealth.org/how-our-brains-track-where-we-and-others-go
https://www.uclahealth.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-03073-y
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201223125757.htm
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VIA LIBRARY OF AMERICA 

The Spiritual Message at the Heart of ‘Peanuts’ 

Andrew Blauner on the Lessons That Endure 

By Andrew Blauner 

 

In the 70 years since the comic strip “Peanuts” first appeared, countless other comic strips have come and 

gone. All the while, seemingly seamlessly, utterly unconsciously, some of the themes and touchstones of 

“Peanuts” have woven their way into our vocabulary, our views and voices, our senses and sensibilities. 

“Peanuts” may not have the cool factor of other things in our culture, but it has transcended the test of time; it 

has become an almost Talmudic totem, a talisman, one that we take with us, celebrate with, and perhaps cling 

to all the more tightly in times of trouble. 

It plays a singular role in the popular culture, especially in the context of a society in which it seems that there 

is little, if anything, on which we can all remotely agree, divided as we are on politics, values, technology. 

That’s what makes the strip—which officially ended in 2000, when Charles M. Schulz died, but continues in 

https://bookshop.org/a/132/9781598536164
https://lithub.com/author/andrewblauner/
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syndication, plus the holiday TV specials, the books, the adaptations for screen and stage, the apps and the 

ads, and all of the paraphernalia—sacred and even more cherished than ever. It may be hard to imagine 

considering something as universally popular as “Peanuts” as under-rated, under-appreciated, for what it is. 

But it is, and its status deserves recognition: it is one of last great shared texts in our culture. 

It’s axiomatic that we live in a highly polarized culture. To ideate about enduring cultural consensus about 

almost anything seems an exercise in wistful nostalgia. And yet, we would do well to imagine what such 

broad consensus might look like. And we might find ourselves thinking, about the most recent and arguably 

final example of a great American work of art loved broadly and without reservations by the masses, the elite, 

and everyone in the so-called middle. 

VIDEO FROM LIT HUB: 

Douglas Stuart at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

 

Douglas Stuart at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

Helen Macdonald and James Rebanks talk to Andy Fryers at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

Cancel 

Autoplay is paused 

Is “Peanuts” the last American artwork with universal appeal? And what is the spiritual message it conveys 

that engenders that appeal? 

https://lithub.com/watch-douglas-stuart-at-the-hay-festival-winter-weekend/
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Looking back, when “Peanuts” (a title that Schulz detested) first started in 1950, Harry Truman was the 

president. “All About Eve” was in movie theaters, and Hemingway’s Across the River and Into the Trees was 

a bestseller. 

Fifty years later, when Schulz died, in 2000, “Peanuts” was read in 75 countries, 2,600 papers and 21 

languages. In all, well over 18,000 strips appeared over the course of almost a half-decade, making it, 

according to Robert Thompson, a professor of popular culture at Syracuse University, “arguably the longest 

story ever told by one human being.” 

Along the way: “Peanuts Gallery,” a concerto, was performed at Carnegie Hall in 1997; Schulz received the 

Ordre des Arts et des Lettres from the French Ministry of Culture; in 1990, his work was shown at the 

Louvre. Just last year, Apple TV launched the Peanuts Channel, featuring “Snoopy in Space.” “You’re a 

Good Man, Charlie Brown” continues to be the most produced musical ever, with over 40,000 productions 

and counting. And as happens perennially, faithfully, over the coming weeks and months, we will come 

together to watch the Peanuts holiday specials: “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown,” “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas,” and the under-appreciated Thanksgiving special, sandwiched in between. 

What is it about the world of “Peanuts,” then, that still compels us to enter? Until “Peanuts” came along, 

comic strips where largely populated by grown-ups acting like children. One of the refreshing revelations, 

part of what has made “Peanuts” resonate so strongly, for so long and with so many, was that it’s a world of 

children who act, talk, think, and feel more like adults. This spiritual system peopled exclusively by children, 

preternaturally wise beyond their years, included among its core beliefs that: Life can be hard; perseverance is 

required; joy is fleeting but attainable; and imagination is essential. 

It’s not just that the characters themselves are always there, but also the themes, which so often have to do 

with trying, failing, and trying again. 

Indomitably created day in and day out by a supreme artist over the course of 50 years, “Peanuts” also ranges 

freely across the ideological spectrum of the print media of its time, meeting a rainbow of readers in virtually 

every locale. Presidents from Nixon to Clinton, Reagan to Obama, all declared themselves dedicated fans of 

“Peanuts” and corresponded with Schulz. 

”Peanuts” was manifestly predicated on the constancy of things; the knowable, predictable, reliable status quo 

of characters and what we glean from them. Over the years, the cast changed almost not at all: the 

indefatigable, fantastical Snoopy, who never spoke, was a would-be author, and from him we learned to 

embrace and enjoy and celebrate the joys and mysteries of life; the perpetually wishy-washy, forlorn, to-be-

sympathized-with, black and yellow zig-zag–shirted Charlie Brown, from whom we learn about perseverance 

in the face of adversity; the fussbudget, faux-psychiatrist Lucy, from whom we learn about independence, 

strength, and honesty—sometimes a brutal variety of it; philosopher-king Linus with his omnipresent blanket, 

from whom we learn about faith, hope, and spiritual peace; and across the whole rest of the gang, each with 

his or her signatures and hallmarks. 

It’s not just that the characters themselves are always there, but also the themes, which so often have to do 

with trying, failing, and trying again; being hopeful, having those hopes dashed, and somehow reconstituting 

that hope. Often, that hope is in the form of the many manifestations of unrequited love in the strip, from 
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Charlie Brown and the little red-headed girl, Lucy and Schroder, Sally and Linus, and so on. But also, it 

shows up each time that Charlie Brown thinks that Lucy will, just once, let him kick that football, and Linus 

hopes—against all hope?—that the Great Pumpkin will finally appear in the patch. 

And yet, consistency alone could not explain the enduring, universal appeal of “Peanuts.” Were it not to 

evolve, it would have doubtless become arcane, anachronistic. But it did change, in subtle ways, and the 

themes that did not change continue to resonate because it continues to speak to what it is to be human: the 

anxieties and anger, the joys and loves of life, in our quotidian existence. 

“Peanuts” possesses and projects a critical, palpable, uncanny sense of humanity. 

Schulz’s frequent enthusiasm for the life of his characters to correspond with anthropogenic changes created 

an abiding admiration for “Peanuts.” When Franklin was introduced to the “Peanuts” series in 1968, after 

Schulz was apprised of the restricted relatability of the cartoon, the United States was suffering a time of 

unrestrained social turbulence in reaction to desegregation; the presence of mutual environments, or even 

shared squares of a comic strip, would still have been a matter of substantial controversy. Despite criticisms 

towards and failings in the formation of Franklin—those who label the addition as tokenistic often note that to 

treat him with too much caution, with a lack of depth and no flawed human qualities, depicts judgements of 

the time—the insertion of Franklin was in no way a small step for a nationally syndicated comic strip in the 

middle of race-related civil unrest. We can still argue that Schulz’s modifications were what brought 

“Peanuts” a step closer to a realistic and perpetual symbol of American life. 

“Peanuts” possesses and projects a critical, palpable, uncanny sense of humanity. It intuits and mirrors so 

much of what it is to be alone, small, and vulnerable. Human. There is a poetry to the strip, to the children, 

their problems, and the way that they try to work through them. And what was invented seven decades ago 

now speaks to us as strongly as ever. 

When I asked Schulz about writing a book of his own, he said, as he always maintained, that anything that he 

had to say, he said through the strip. He died within 24 hours of the last day that the strip ran. He was it, and it 

was him. And he added, so poignantly, as the coda, of a kind, to the last strip: ”Charlie Brown, Snoopy, 

Linus, Lucy . . . how can I ever forget them. . . .” How can we, then, ever forget the world that he gave us? 

We can’t. We shan’t. We are in his and their debt for always. 

__________________________________ 
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From The Peanuts Papers: Writers and Cartoonists on Charlie Brown, Snoopy & the Gang, and the Meaning 

of Life by Andrew Blauner. Used with the permission of Library of America.  

Andrew BlaunerCharles SchulzcomicsPeanutsSnoopyThe Peanuts Papers 

 

 

 

Andrew Blauner 

Andrew Blauner, editor, is the founder of Blauner Books Literary Agency. His other anthologies are Coach, 

Brothers, Central Park, Our Boston, The Good Book, In Their Lives: Great Writers on Great Beatles Songs, 

and (as co-editor) For the Love of Baseball. 

 

https://lithub.com/the-spiritual-message-at-the-heart-of-peanuts/ 

https://bookshop.org/a/132/9781598536164
https://bookshop.org/a/132/9781598536164
https://lithub.com/tag/andrew-blauner/
https://lithub.com/tag/charles-schulz/
https://lithub.com/tag/comics/
https://lithub.com/tag/peanuts/
https://lithub.com/tag/snoopy/
https://lithub.com/tag/the-peanuts-papers/
https://lithub.com/author/andrewblauner/
https://lithub.com/author/andrewblauner/
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Probe 

by Rae Armantrout 

Issue no. 227 (Winter 2018) 

No lie! 

Need input! 

Not ghosting you! 

Which coffee is best for wildlife? 

                * 

Are you going to get the monkey? 

Are you taking him to sister? 

No, you’re giving him to granddad. 

                * 

Everything we did 

was tracked 

by sentences. 

Now we can’t stop 

talking to ourselves. 

                * 

Worried about what happens. 

Just need a minute. 

We are all  

rooting for you. 

 

If you enjoyed this poem, why not read … 

 “The” by Rae Armantrout, new in the Winter issue of The Paris Review? 

  

https://theparisreview.us17.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=f6cbb47eb3&e=d538c8f2e0 

https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=f6cbb47eb3&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=c6b09e4216&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=f6cbb47eb3&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=f6cbb47eb3&e=d538c8f2e0
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Exploring the Indian Ocean as a rich archive of history – above and below the water line 

GEOSCIENCES • HISTORY 

ByInvited Researcher January 4, 2021 0 comments 

Authors: Isabel Hofmeyr, Professor of African Literature, University of the Witwatersrand and Charne 

Lavery, Lecturer and Research Associate, University of Pretoria 

Shutterstock 

Isabel Hofmeyr, University of the Witwatersrand and Charne Lavery, University of Pretoria 

On many beaches around the Indian Ocean, keen observers may spot bits of broken pottery. Washed smooth 

by the ocean, these shards are in all likelihood hundreds of years old, from centres of ceramic production like 

the Middle Eastern Abbasid caliphate and the Chinese Ming dynasty. 

https://mappingignorance.org/category/science/geosciences/
https://mappingignorance.org/category/humanities-social-sciences/history/
https://mappingignorance.org/2021/01/04/exploring-the-indian-ocean-as-a-rich-archive-of-history-above-and-below-the-water-line/#author
https://mappingignorance.org/2021/01/04/exploring-the-indian-ocean-as-a-rich-archive-of-history-above-and-below-the-water-line/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnorance+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29#comments
https://theconversation.com/profiles/isabel-hofmeyr-171982
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-the-witwatersrand-894
https://theconversation.com/profiles/charne-lavery-394652
https://theconversation.com/institutions/university-of-pretoria-1645
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbasid_Caliphate
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-china/ming-dynasty
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Originally destined for Indian Ocean port cities, this pottery would have been purchased by merchant elites 

accustomed to eating off fine plates. These traders formed part of vast commercial networks that crisscrossed 

the Indian Ocean arena and beyond, from East Africa to Indonesia, the Middle East and China. 

These trade networks stretched back thousands of years, powered by the monsoon winds. Reversing direction 

in different seasons, these winds have long shaped the rhythm of life around the ocean, bringing rain to 

farmers, filling the sails of dhows and enabling trade between different ecological zones. 

The monsoon wind pattern makes the Indian Ocean relatively easy to cross both ways. In the Atlantic, by 

contrast, winds blow in one direction all year round. That’s why the Indian Ocean is the world’s oldest long-

distance trans-oceanic trading arena, and is sometimes known as the cradle of globalisation. 

This cosmopolitan world has long fascinated scholars and has become a vibrant domain of research. Yet this 

work has had little to say about the sea itself. Its focus is on human movement with the ocean as a passive 

backdrop. In the age of rising sea levels and climate change, it’s important to learn more about the sea from a 

material and ecological point of view. 

Over the past few years, this situation has started to shift. In this article we survey both the older and the 

newer forms of Indian Ocean studies, of surface and depth. 

Surface histories of the Indian Ocean 

Given the long millennia of trade and exchange, one key concern of Indian Ocean studies has been a focus on 

cultural interaction. Cities on the shores have sustained deep forms of material, intellectual and cultural 

exchange, so that the denizens of these ports had more in common with each other than with their fellows 

inland. 

This early cosmopolitan world has famously been explored in Amitav Ghosh’s In an Antique Land, which 

traces the travels of Abram bin Yiju, a 12th century Jewish Tunisian merchant based in Cairo and later in 

Mangalore, India. The book contrasts the rigidity of borders in the 1980s with the relative ease of movement 

in the late medieval Indian Ocean. 

The Swahili coast provides another famed example of Indian Ocean cosmopolitanism. Stretching a thousand 

miles from Somalia to Mozambique, Swahili society arose from centuries of interaction between Africa, the 

Middle East and Asia. 

Centred on coastal city states like Kilwa, Zanzibar and Lamu, Swahili trade networks reached far inland to 

present day Zimbabwe and outward to Persia, India and China. After reaching their height from the 12th to 

the 15th centuries, these city states were eventually undone by the Portuguese, who arrived from the early 

16th century, seeking to establish a monopoly of the spice trade. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean_trade
https://books.google.co.za/books/about/Indian_Ocean_Studies.html?id=_Yu7CGaIWkEC&redir_esc=y
https://theconversation.com/half-of-worlds-sandy-beaches-could-disappear-due-to-sea-level-rise-by-2100-132688
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/59434/in-an-antique-land-by-amitav-ghosh/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mapu/hd_mapu.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swahili_coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swahili_coast
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Zanzibar, Tanzania. GettyImages 

Central to these histories of mobility and exchange in the Indian Ocean has been the spread of Islam across 

land and sea from the 7th century CE. By the 14th century, mercantile networks around the Indian Ocean 

were almost entirely in the hands of Muslim traders. 

In their wake came scholars, theologians, pilgrims, clerks, legal pundits and Sufi divines. Together, these 

groups created a shared economic, spiritual and legal frameworks. Sufism, a mystical form of Islam is an 

important strand in the Indian Ocean histories, as is the centrifugal power of the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca. 

European Colonisation along the Indian Ocean 

When the Portuguese rounded the Cape in the late 15th century, they entered what many have termed a 

Muslim Lake, dominated in the north by the Turkish Ottoman, Persian Safavid and Indian Mughal empires. 

When the Dutch arrived in the Indian Ocean in the 17th century, “they were able to go from one end of it to 

another by carrying letters of introduction from Muslim sultans on various shores”. 

As Engseng Ho has indicated, these sprawling networks of Muslim commerce operated without the 

backing of an army or a state. 

The Portuguese, Dutch and English in the Indian Ocean were strange new traders who brought their states 

with them. They created militarised trading-post empires in the Indian Ocean, following Venetian and 

Genoese precedents in the Mediterranean, and were wont to do business at the point of a gun. 

Early European entrants to the Indian Ocean world initially had to adapt to the trading orders that they 

encountered. But by the 19th century, European empires dominated. Their military, transport and 

communication infrastructure intensified the movement of people across the Indian Ocean world. 

http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t253/e17
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24566691
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=R6cwDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=they+were+able+to+go+from+one+end+of+it+to+another+by+carrying+letters+of+introduction+from+Muslim+sultans+on+various+shores&source=bl&ots=SqIZVHCG_O&sig=ACfU3U2NefNFKvhTRJp_6HV0dirVQFjtew&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwik2djp0KHoAhUOuRoKHRWkDT8Q6AEwAHoECAgQAQ#v=onepage&q=they%20were%20able%20to%20go%20from%20one%20end%20of%20it%20to%20another%20by%20carrying%20letters%20of%20introduction%20from%20Muslim%20sultans%20on%20various%20shores&f=false
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=YMcZU0VHdG0C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=YMcZU0VHdG0C&pg=PR21&lpg=PR21&dq=The+Portuguese,+Dutch+and+English+in+the+Indian+Ocean+were+strange+new+traders+who+brought+their+states+with+them.+They+created+militarised+trading-post+empires+in+the+Indian+Ocean,+following+Venetian+and+Genoese+precedents+in+the+Mediterranean,+and+were+wont+to+do+business+at+the+point+of+a+gun&source=bl&ots=oVswsYMqAj&sig=ACfU3U1hc_GR8YBw-GO2OQgM1WhG7bOabA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj385C90aHoAhURaBoKHfPhCn8Q6AEwAHoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=The%20Portuguese%2C%20Dutch%20and%20English%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20were%20strange%20new%20traders%20who%20brought%20their%20states%20with%20them.%20They%20created%20militarised%20trading-post%20empires%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%2C%20f
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=YMcZU0VHdG0C&pg=PR21&lpg=PR21&dq=The+Portuguese,+Dutch+and+English+in+the+Indian+Ocean+were+strange+new+traders+who+brought+their+states+with+them.+They+created+militarised+trading-post+empires+in+the+Indian+Ocean,+following+Venetian+and+Genoese+precedents+in+the+Mediterranean,+and+were+wont+to+do+business+at+the+point+of+a+gun&source=bl&ots=oVswsYMqAj&sig=ACfU3U1hc_GR8YBw-GO2OQgM1WhG7bOabA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj385C90aHoAhURaBoKHfPhCn8Q6AEwAHoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=The%20Portuguese%2C%20Dutch%20and%20English%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%20were%20strange%20new%20traders%20who%20brought%20their%20states%20with%20them.%20They%20created%20militarised%20trading-post%20empires%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean%2C%20f
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Imperialism
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As Clare Anderson has demonstrated, much of this mobility was forced and conscripted. It involved slaves, 

indentured labourers, political exiles and prisoners who were transported between regions. At times, these 

systems built on existing foundations of labour exploitation. As recent research indicates, South Asian 

indentured labour was often taken from regions in India where slavery existed. Old and new systems of unfree 

labour produced an archipelago of prisons, plantations and penal colonies. 

As an archive, the Indian Ocean provides a new way of looking at world history, that has previously been 

dominated by European accounts. The age of European empires is only one tiny sliver of time in a much 

longer arc. A view from the Indian Ocean unsettles ideas of the relationship between European colonisers and 

colonised groups. 

The Belt and Road Initiative. Shutterstock 

 

As historians like Engseng Ho and Sugata Bose have argued, the Indian Ocean world was an arena of 

competing claims. 

The ambitions of British imperialism, for example, were countered by the equally grand visions of Islam. 

Indeed, the Indian Ocean arena produced a rich repertoire of transoceanic ideologies, including Hindu 

reformism and pan-Buddhism. 

https://books.google.co.za/books/about/Legible_Bodies.html?id=1LkEAQAAIAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1478-0542.2006.00346.x
https://books.google.co.za/books/about/A_Hundred_Horizons.html?id=BPpZJDc6LIMC&redir_esc=y
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Such ideologies eventually acquired an anti-imperial character which also fed into ideas of Afro-Asian 

solidarity and non-alignment. These arose from the Bandung Conference in 1955 at which 29 newly 

independent nations gathered to forge a new path rather than falling in line with either of the rival camps in 

the emerging Cold War. 

In the 21st century, these older alliances have come under pressure as China and India elbow each other for 

dominance in the Indian Ocean. China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative involves massive transport and 

port infrastructure and aims to extend China’s footprint across much of the Indian Ocean arena. In response, 

New Delhi has bolstered its economic and military activity in this domain. 

Maldives Indian Ocean coral reef. Shutterstock 

 

Deep histories of the Indian Ocean 

While the uniquely well-travelled surface of the Indian Ocean has received much attention, its depths barely 

register in the cultural or historical imagination. Its waters constitute nearly 20% of the ocean’s total volume, 

and its deepest point, the Sunda Deep of the Java Trench, lies nearly 8km below the surface. Yet its seafloor, 

like much of the world’s oceans, is largely unmapped. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandung_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belt_and_Road_Initiative
https://carnegieindia.org/2018/08/21/india-s-answer-to-belt-and-road-road-map-for-south-asia-pub-77071
https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/global/etopo1_ocean_volumes.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/first-complete-map-ocean-floor-stirring-controversial-waters-180963993/
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Seafloor features determine weather patterns, fish concentrations and tsunami dynamics. Initial explorations 

by mining companies revealed mineral-rich deposits on submarine volcanic vents, while new species 

are continually being discovered. 

The deep Indian Ocean is far less studied than the depths of the other oceans, for economic reasons: it is 

ringed by underdeveloped countries. The second International Indian Ocean Expedition was launched only in 

2015, fifty years after the first. It aims to increase understanding about the oceanographic and biological 

characteristics of this undersampled ocean, as well as the ways in which it is changing. 

Paying attention to the submarine world is becoming increasingly important in a time of climate change 

prompted by human activities. The Indian Ocean is warming faster than any of the other oceans, holding more 

than 70% of all the heat absorbed by the upper ocean since 2003. Indian Ocean islands – the Maldives being a 

well-known example – are already being submerged by rising global sea levels. 

Cyclone patterns are shifting further south and happening more often as a result of the ocean’s rising 

temperature. The monsoon, which underpinned the Indian Ocean’s shipping networks and the rainfall patterns 

on its coastlines, is losing its power and predictability. 

Deities, spirits and ancestors 

While the Indian Ocean’s depths are in many ways opaque, they are not unpopulated in people’s 

imaginations. The ocean bustles with water deities, djinns, mermaids and ancestral spirits – a mythical 

submarine world that reflects the cosmopolitanism of its land populations. 

In southern Africa this mix is especially rich: Khoisan/ First Nation water sprites, Muslim djinns introduced 

by South East Asian slaves, African ancestors, one of whose domains is the ocean, and British imperial ideas 

about the romance of the sea. 

These ideas encounter each other and turn bodies of water into rich sites of memory and history. They have 

been explored by the Oceanic Humanities for the Global South project. Work by Confidence Joseph, Oupa 

Sibeko, Mapule Mohulatsi and Ryan Poinasamy explores the literary and artistic imaginations of southern 

Africa’s creolised waters. 

Afrofuturist science fiction is also turning to the deep Indian Ocean. Mohale Mashigo’s Floating Rugs is 

situated in a submarine community on South Africa’s east coast. Mia Couto’s stories from the Mozambican 

coastline have long paired myths of mermaids with marine biology. Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor’s novel The 

Dragonfly Sea links contemporary Afro-Asian networks to the undersea. 

Deep sea mining 

Some exploration of the deep ocean can seem science-fictional, but isn’t. 

The International Seabed Authority, a branch of the United Nations in operation since 2001 and responsible 

for parcelling out potential marine mining areas, has granted contracts for mining exploration in the Indian 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02242-y
https://www.hakaimagazine.com/news/less-than-a-fifth-of-deep-sea-life-is-identifiable/
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/lob.10149
https://iioe-2.incois.gov.in/
https://www.nature.com/news/indian-ocean-may-be-key-to-global-warming-hiatus-1.17505
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-maldives-environment/maldives-sends-climate-sos-with-undersea-cabinet-idUSTRE59G0P120091017
https://theconversation.com/why-the-indian-ocean-is-spawning-strong-and-deadly-tropical-cyclones-116559
https://www.oceanichumanities.com/
https://go.xprize.org/oceanstories/floating-rugs/
https://books.google.co.za/books/about/Rain.html?id=AR0HtAEACAAJ&source=kp_book_description&redir_esc=y
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/books/review/dragonfly-sea-yvonne-adhiambo-owuor.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/books/review/dragonfly-sea-yvonne-adhiambo-owuor.html
https://www.isa.org.jm/
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Ocean. At the same time, researchers are discovering an astonishing number of new deep ocean species on 

the same sites. 

Underwater pearl farm. GettyImages 

The submarine world has long been plundered for riches. Histories of pearl diving in the Indian Ocean – as in 

a central scene of Jules Verne’s Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea – are continued in today’s illegal 

abalone trade. Poachers on the coast of South Africa don scuba gear to harvest abalone to trade with Asian 

markets, linking the undersea to Indian Ocean criminal underworlds, along the same lines as the ancient trade 

networks. 

At times these networks are the source of treasure. On the Island of Mozambique, for instance, the shards of 

blue pottery that were traded around the Indian Ocean are one of the objects of the active treasure hunting 

trade today. While some of the treasures are sold by dealers in antiquities, others provide crucial evidence 

for maritime archaeological research. Recently, the Slave Wrecks Project has discovered slave shipwrecks 

that provide concrete symbols of the transatlantic slave trade and link it to histories of Indian Ocean slavery 

and indenture. 

The old waterfronts of East African port cities like Mombasa, Zanzibar and Lamu are dominated by buildings 

with a pure white finish. This present-day architecture echoes a centuries-old tradition of building houses, 

https://www.nature.com/articles/srep39158
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/six-new-species-sea-creatures-discovered-region-slated-underwater-mining-180961480/
https://books.google.co.za/books/about/Pearls_People_and_Power.html?id=NwyYwgEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33507.Twenty_Thousand_Leagues_Under_the_Sea
https://theconversation.com/first-steps-to-tackling-south-africas-abalone-poaching-106957
https://theconversation.com/first-steps-to-tackling-south-africas-abalone-poaching-106957
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/member-states/single-view/news/training_on_underwater_archaeology_for_african_countries_tak/
https://www.iol.co.za/news/africa/sunken-treasure-brings-tidal-wave-of-trouble-214643
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/initiatives/slave-wrecks-project
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mosques and tombs from white coral stone and dressed with lime plaster. Made from shells and corals that 

began their life under the sea, this luminous plaster made port cities visible from afar to incoming vessels. 

The ocean’s submarine life and its human histories are always entangled. And now writers, artists and 

scholars are increasingly drawing attention to their connectedness.  

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative Commons license. Original article. 
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Here’s why some people are willing to challenge bullying, corruption and bad behavior, even at 

personal risk 

Autor 
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Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, a longtime Republican, has spent the last two months standing 

up to intense and highly public pressure from members of Congress, who urged him to throw out legally cast 

ballots, and from President Donald Trump, who asked him to “find 11,780 votes” to change the outcome of 

the election. 

Rep. Adam Kinzinger of Illinois became the first Republican member of Congress to call for Trump’s 

immediate removal from office by the 25th Amendment, following the mob riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. 

Ben Danielson, a well-regarded medical director of a Seattle medical clinic, resigned in November to protest 

ongoing racism in the hospital, noting concerns about his “own complicity as a representative of a 

hospital that does not treat people of color as it should.” 

All of these people spoke up to call out bad behavior, even in the face of immense pressure to stay silent. 

Although the specifics of each of these cases are quite different, what each of these people share is a 

willingness to take action. Psychologists like me describe those who are willing to defend their principles in 

the face of potentially negative social consequences such as disapproval, ostracism and career setbacks as 

“moral rebels.” 

Únase y apueste por información basada en la evidencia. 

Suscribirme al boletín 

Moral rebels speak up in all types of situations – to tell a bully to cut it out, to confront a friend who uses a 

racist slur, to report a colleague who engages in corporate fraud. What enables someone to call out bad 

behavior, even if doing so may have costs? 

The traits of a moral rebel 

First, moral rebels generally feel good about themselves. They tend to have high self-esteem and to feel 

confident about their own judgment, values and ability. They also believe their own views are superior to 

those of others, and thus that they have a social responsibility to share those beliefs. 

Moral rebels are also less socially inhibited than others. They aren’t worried about feeling embarrassed or 

having an awkward interaction. Perhaps most importantly, they are far less concerned about conforming to the 

crowd. So, when they have to choose between fitting in and doing the right thing, they will probably choose 

to do what they see as right. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/georgia-election-brad-raffensperger-lindsey-graham-throw-out-ballots/
https://theconversation.com/trumps-smoking-gun-tape-is-worse-than-nixons-but-congressional-republicans-have-less-incentive-to-do-anything-about-it-152643
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2021/01/07/congressman-adam-kinzinger-president-donald-trump-removal-25th-amendment-us-capitol-riot/
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2021/01/07/congressman-adam-kinzinger-president-donald-trump-removal-25th-amendment-us-capitol-riot/
https://crosscut.com/equity/2020/12/revered-doctor-steps-down-accusing-seattle-childrens-hospital-racism
https://crosscut.com/equity/2020/12/revered-doctor-steps-down-accusing-seattle-childrens-hospital-racism
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=-dCo5lYAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674241831
https://doi.org/10.1080/10508422.2015.1012765
https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167209346170
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2015.10.002
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The orbitofrontal cortex (in green on this brain that is facing to the left) looks different in moral 

rebels. Dorling Kindersley via Getty Images 

Research in neuroscience reveals that people’s ability to stand up to social influence is reflected in anatomical 

differences in the brain. People who are more concerned about fitting in show more gray matter volume in 

one particular part of the brain, the lateral orbitofrontal cortex. This area right behind your eyebrows creates 

memories of events that led to negative outcomes. It helps guide you away from things you want to avoid the 

next time around – such as being rejected by your group. 

People who are more concerned about conforming to their group also show more activity in two other brain 

circuits; one that responds to social pain – like when you experience rejection – and another that tries to 

understand others’ thoughts and feelings. In other words, those who feel worst when excluded by their group 

try the hardest to fit in. 

https://images.theconversation.com/files/342510/original/file-20200617-94060-1a795tg.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/342510/original/file-20200617-94060-1a795tg.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/illustration/digital-illustration-of-human-brain-with-royalty-free-illustration/98193711
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2012.01.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2012.01.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2013.12.035
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2013.12.035
https://images.theconversation.com/files/342510/original/file-20200617-94060-1a795tg.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
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What does this suggest about moral rebels? For some people, feeling like you’re different than everyone else 

feels really bad, even at a neurological level. For other people, it may not matter as much, which makes it 

easier for them to stand up to social pressure. 

These characteristics are totally agnostic as to what the moral rebel is standing up for. You could be the lone 

anti-abortion voice in your very liberal family or the lone abortion rights advocate in your very conservative 

family. In either scenario it’s about standing up to social pressure to stay silent – and that pressure of course 

could be applied about anything. 

 

Kids learn to stand up for what they believe in when they see their role models doing so. Apu Gomes/AFP via 

Getty Images 

The path of a moral rebel 

What does it take to create a moral rebel? 

It helps to have seen moral courage in action. Many of the civil rights activists who participated in marches 

and sit-ins in the southern United States in the 1960s had parents who displayed moral courage and civic 

https://images.theconversation.com/files/342504/original/file-20200617-94101-1j66rwv.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/342504/original/file-20200617-94101-1j66rwv.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/girl-jumps-holding-a-sign-while-she-and-her-family-protest-news-photo/1216479646
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/girl-jumps-holding-a-sign-while-she-and-her-family-protest-news-photo/1216479646
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2005-08753-003
https://images.theconversation.com/files/342504/original/file-20200617-94101-1j66rwv.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=1000&fit=clip
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engagement, as did many of the Germans who rescued Jews during the Holocaust. Watching people you look 

up to show moral courage can inspire you to do the same. 

A budding moral rebel also needs to feel empathy, imagining the world from someone else’s perspective. 

Spending time with and really getting to know people from different backgrounds helps. White high school 

students who had more contact with people from different ethnic groups – in their neighborhood, at school 

and on sports teams – have higher levels of empathy and see people from different minority groups in more 

positive ways. 

These same students are more likely to report taking some action if a classmate uses an ethnic slur, such as by 

directly challenging that person, supporting the victim or telling a teacher. People who are more 

empathetic are also more likely to defend someone who is being bullied. 

Finally, moral rebels need particular skills and practice using them. One study found that teenagers who held 

their own in an argument with their mother, using reasoned arguments instead of whining, pressure or insults, 

were the most resistant to peer pressure to use drugs or drink alcohol later on. Why? People who have 

practiced making effective arguments and sticking with them under pressure are better able to use these same 

techniques with their peers. 

Moral rebels clearly have particular characteristics that enable them to stand up for what’s right. But what 

about the rest of us? Are we doomed to be the silent bystanders who meekly stand by and don’t dare call out 

bad behavior? 

Fortunately, no. It is possible to develop the ability to stand up to social pressure. In other words, anyone can 

learn to be a moral rebel. 
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On the Mythologies of the Himalaya Mountains 

Ed Douglas Charts the Cultural Geographies of One Great Landform 

VIA W. W. NORTON 

By Ed Douglas 

 

The Earth asked Vishnu, “Why do you come in the form of mountains and not in your own form?” Vishnu 

replied: “The pleasure that exists in mountains is greater than that of animate beings, for they feel no heat, nor 

cold, nor pain, nor anger, nor fear, nor pleasure. We three gods as mountains will reside in the earth for the 

benefit of mankind.” 

In the late summer of 1995 I flew to India for my first experience of climbing in the Himalaya. The monsoon 

was still strong and in those days, a quarter of a century ago, parts of Delhi flooded more readily; many 

lower-lying streets were submerged in brown water. It was still raining as we drove north in a bus, stopping 

for a night in Rishikesh on the banks of the swollen Ganges. The Beatles studied transcendental meditation 

here in 1968 with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, turning on millions of young Westerners to eastern spiritual 

practices. “After I had taken LSD,” George Harrison recalled, “a lingering thought stayed with me, and the 

thought was “the yogis of the Himalayas”. . . . That was part of the reason I went to India. Ravi [Shankar] and 

the sitar were excuses; although they were a very important part of it, it was a search for a spiritual 

connection.” It occurred to me only much later that I had been lifted into the mountains on the last gasp of the 

https://bookshop.org/a/132/9780393541991
https://lithub.com/author/eddouglas/


Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 553 march 2021 

 

38 

same cultural tide, upstairs in my suburban bedroom in the early 1980s, listening to old Bob Dylan records 

and reading stories of my climbing heroes high in the faraway, mythical Himalaya. 

Next day we reached the mountains, half-submerged in a torrential downpour. The roads ran with water; mist 

clung to rock faces that overhung the roof of the bus. Heavy cloud shrouded the peaks. A mile or so from the 

village of Gangotri, in what was then part of Uttar Pradesh, the bus stopped abruptly. Huge granite boulders 

had tumbled down from a cliff above, loosened by the rain. It would take explosives and bulldozers to clear 

the way. For now, this was the end of the road. We peered up at the unstable slope wondering about the next 

rock fall, anxious to get going and out of the way. A number of lean and eager men surrounded the bus, 

grinning wildly, dressed in thin cotton shorts and shirts and holding plastic sheeting around their shoulders, 

their only protection against the rain. A price was agreed and our gear continued into the village on their 

backs. We followed, sheltering under umbrellas. It was as though I’d found a door marked “adventure” and 

stepped through it. 

The scale of the Himalaya is disorienting: not simply muscular but steroidal. On that first expedition, the 

intensity of the mountains felt overwhelming, even oppressive. Everything was bigger than I had experienced 

before: the peaks themselves, the rivers, the rock falls, the avalanches, the glaciers, the legends and myths. 

From the plains of India, the range was like a white wall, a castle of impossible dreams, a rampart separating 

South and Central Asia, China from India. The clash of their competing interests in the mountains on their 

respective borders has usually been at the expense of the people who live there, with China now occupying 

Tibet. In 1962, the world’s two most populous nations had even gone to war in the Himalaya. 

VIDEO FROM LIT HUB: 

Helen Macdonald and James Rebanks talk to Andy Fryers at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

 

Helen Macdonald and James Rebanks talk to Andy Fryers at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

https://lithub.com/watch-helen-macdonald-james-rebanks-and-andy-fryers-in-conversation/
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There are few places in the world where geography inspires the human imagination to such a degree. There 

are longer mountain ranges: the Andes are the longest at seven thousand kilometers. But there are none 

higher. The Himalaya are themselves part of a vast highland region that runs in a crescent for four thousand 

kilometers from Kyrgyzstan in the west to Myanmar in the east and includes the Pamir, Hindu Kush and 

Karakoram ranges. Around four hundred mountains on earth exceed 7,000 meters and they’re all located here, 

including the magical fourteen that top 8,000. 

The scale of the Himalaya is disorienting: not simply muscular but steroidal. 

The Himalaya range itself makes up the eastern two-thirds of this region, an area of 600,000 square 

kilometers between the Indus in the west and the Brahmaputra in the east, at the same latitudes as the Middle 

East, North Africa, Texas and northern Mexico. The range is anchored at either end by two great mountains, 

Nanga Parbat in Pakistan and Namche Barwa where Tibet’s great river the Yarlung Tsangpo bends sharply 

south to become India’s Brahmaputra. The region includes part of the high plateau of Tibet, the highest and 

largest plateau on earth, five times the size of France and with an average altitude of 4,500 meters: the roof of 

the world. 

The Himalaya’s diversity is astonishing and multifaceted. The western portion, including the Indian regions 

of Ladakh and Zanskar, are semi-desert, dry and cold for much of the year. The eastern end, the watershed of 

the Brahmaputra, includes some of the wettest places on earth, with precipitation in excess of ten meters a 

year. Nowhere is this heterogeneity more marked that in the Himalaya’s vertical relief. For every kilometer 

you climb, average temperatures drop by more than six degrees Celsius. Altitude in this regard mimics 

latitude, meaning that with a few kilometers of altitude gain, you can travel the equivalent of thousands of 

kilometers in latitude, from the tropics to the polar ice caps. The amount of ice locked away in the glaciers of 

the Himalaya and Karakoram, now melting rapidly as the climate heats up, has prompted geographers to call 

the region the Third Pole. 

Altitude, climate and scale are only the start. Like light scattering through a crystal, the complex, three-

dimensional shapes made by the mountains have immense implications for their natural diversity and the 

human populations that inhabit them. Many with no knowledge of the Himalaya assume the mountains are a 

natural wilderness, but they support a population of around fifty million, no less diverse than the landscapes 

they live in, a place where three of the world’s great religions—Hinduism, Islam and Buddhism—converge. 

Each Himalayan valley’s human history is intimately connected to its geography. Slopes that catch the sun or 

else are sheltered from the wind are more hospitable to life than neighboring aspects that don’t. At a glance, 

you can see the difference between, for example, a shadowy gorge and a flat, sunlit piece of ground tucked in 

the lee of a ridgeline. The sheer scale of this landscape has an unusually intense impact on human activity, 

and ultimately physiology. 

Until very recently, the only way to get around was on foot or on the back of an animal. It’s quite something 

to greet the day in a village on a ridgeline in the middle hills of the Himalaya and look across a valley to the 

neighboring village and know it will take most of the day to reach it, plunging thousands of feet down to the 

river below in the shadow of morning and then laboring up the opposite slope in the hot afternoon sun. Like 

everywhere else, water is of greatest concern, a life-giver and life-taker, but in the Himalaya it is architect as 

well, carving through the mountains, first as glaciers of ice then raging torrents of meltwater and rain, ripping 

them up, washing them away. Climbing is hard and unnecessary, a strange luxury. Mountains are places for 
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gods, not people. Rivers are for both and of far more consequence and interest to those living in mountains 

than to those who merely visit them. 

We had come to the Garhwal region of the Indian Himalaya to climb Shivling, a chipped tooth of white and 

gold that pierces the deepening blue of high altitude above the Gangotri glacier: ravishing and austere. For 

many climbers, not just me, it’s the sort of peak that provokes a yearning that’s actually physical. Since it was 

first climbed in the 1970s, some of the world’s best mountaineers have climbed new routes on Shivling’s 

steepest faces and ridges. When seen marked altogether on a photograph these lines look like spider’s silk 

anchored to the mountain’s fabric. Each thin strand contains stories of suffering and endurance, imagination 

and courage, the stuff of legend. Many of the mountains near it on the Gangotri glacier also have these lines 

of ascent and contain similar stories, passed on in books and films that in turn bring more climbers to this 

valley: pilgrims of a sort. 

Yet whatever Gangotri means to climbers, it is sacred to hundreds of millions of Indians for something else. 

The glacier’s hollow snout, now receding quickly, is known as Gaumukh, meaning “the cow’s mouth,” from 

which flows a milky stream: the source of the Ganges. The towering shape of Shivling is located at the centre 

of a sacred geography first mapped out in the epic Sanskrit poem the Mahabharata, which lies near the heart 

of Hindu culture and whose origins stretch back almost three thousand years. As it starts its 2,500 km journey 

to the Bay of Bengal, the river is called Bhagirathi. According to the Mahabharata, the mythical figure 

Bhagiratha, after whom the river is named, prayed for a thousand years for its waters to flow in order to 

expiate the sins of sixty thousand relatives who had perished under the curse of a great sage they had wrongly 

accused. Yet the goddess of the river, Ganga, remained in the heavens, at the centre of the universe, “the still 

point of the turning world,” unwilling to leave. Only the great god Shiva had the power to make her go, so 

Bhagiratha followed the command of Shiva’s counterpart, Brahma, to pray for one more year, this time living 

only on air. Only then was Ganga forced from heaven, rushing to earth on the jata, the matted dreadlocks of 

Shiva’s head, bringing life-giving water to the plains of India. 

Each Himalayan valley’s human history is intimately connected to its geography. Slopes that catch the sun or 

else are sheltered from the wind are more hospitable to life than neighboring aspects that don’t. 

This story in the Mahabharata is told to five brothers, the Pandavas, who really are on a pilgrimage. Like us, 

they were outsiders, spiritual explorers in an otherworldly part of India known as Devbhumi, land of the gods, 

far from the political frenzy of court life. Hinduism’s founding texts, the Veda, are actually centuries older 

still, and their geographical references, to the Himalaya or anywhere else, are thin on the ground. (In fact, 

their cultural focus is further west, between the Indus and Sutlej rivers.) But by the time of the Mahabharata, a 

poem that looks back to a lost age of heroic kings, Hinduism and the Indo-Aryan culture that produced it had 

firmly rooted itself around the Ganges. In the Mahabharata, the extreme landscape of the Himalaya, where the 

Ganges finds its source, is being drawn inside the narrative of Hinduism’s established and expanding culture. 

The word “Himalaya,” Sanskrit for “abode of snow,” features regularly in the poem, although there are other 

names for the mountains too: Shivalaya, the “abode of Shiva,” Himachal, or “mountains of snow,” and 

Himavant, the “mountain king” who was father of Ganga. In India the word is used for the entire chain of 

mountains but in Nepal, where it is simply Himal, the name refers to a discrete group of mountains within that 

chain. The pronunciation of Himalaya has proved slippery, though. In Europe and North America stress now 
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goes on the third syllable, but in Sanskrit it goes on the second. And languages that developed from 

Sanskrit—Hindi, Urdu, Nepali—all deal with the word slightly differently. 

During the mid 1920s this vexed question troubled a senior Indian civil servant called Geoffrey Corbett. From 

his office window in the hill-town of Simla, looking up from government papers on India’s commerce and 

industry, Corbett could see the Himalaya. Corbett had been a climber since he was a boy and would spend his 

leave exploring the mountains. Already a member of the famous Alpine Club, the first mountaineering club 

founded in 1857, he thought of founding a Himalayan Club; it wasn’t a new idea, but Corbett had the contacts 

and became the first honorary secretary. Yet how to say their name? 

Given that Corbett chaired meetings with officials from all over India, he paused in the middle of a discussion 

and asked them. He got a different answer from each linguistic background: Hindi, Urdu and Bengali. He put 

the matter to the languages adviser at army headquarters. The adviser concluded that Tibetans as well as 

Hindi and Urdu-speaking Indians stressed the first “a” as long, especially Urdu speakers. The other syllables 

were up for grabs. In Nepal, it was simply Himal. In Hindi, it was more like Himalay. For India’s Muslim 

population it was Himaliya, a pronunciation declared defective since “Muhammadans” were not the original 

inhabitants. 

The adviser suggested a stress mark on the first “a” to guide English speakers: Himàlaya. Corbett also asked a 

friend, Brijlal Nehru, cousin of India’s first prime minister after independence. Their final conclusion was: 

“Hi” as in “him,” “ma” as in “father,” and “la” and “ya” as in the French word “le.” He summarized his 

findings in a paper published in the Himalayan Journal for 1929. “The common Anglicized pronunciation is 

Himalaya. But in recent years there has been a tendency among superior folk to say Himaiiya or Himaliya.” 

The modern usage of “Himalayas” is jarring to my ear, despite the instinctive English habit to pluralize Hindi 

words that are already plural: think “pyjamas” and “chapatis.” Call it snobbery, but this book sticks with 

Himalaya. 

Mountains have always been places for lowlanders to exercise their imaginations: full of demons or else 

sublime and adventurous. 

The Mahabharata and the other great Sanskrit epic the Ramayana are collectively known as the Itihasa, a 

Sanskrit word meaning “history.” Many scholars have peered through the mythological fog and tried to snatch 

at concrete details. For though the Mahabharata is not really history, it’s also not not history. For the five 

Pandava brothers, kings from the plains, as for the Indian civil servant Sir Geoffrey Corbett, the Himalaya 

performed two contrasting roles: as a place of spiritual retreat and separation from the world, but also a 

meeting ground, where radically different cultures met and traded on a long-established network of high 

mountain trails. The compilers of the Mahabharata—unified into the mythological figure of Vyasa, the Homer 

of ancient India—not only had a considerable geographical knowledge of this part of the Himalaya but also 

had knowledge of its different ethnic groups. Yet even two thousand years ago, the Himalaya represented 

nature untamed by humans: dark forests and raging rivers, a place for wild animals, tigers and bears. They 

were a place for “wild men” too, who didn’t plough like the people of civilized nations. 

In his monumental Himalayan Gazetteer, the Victorian-era Irish civil servant Edwin Atkinson described how 

Hindu migrants settling in these mountains “leavened the manners and observances of the rough indigenous 

population.” That process of civilizing mountain people fitted Atkinson’s narrative in which the British 
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Empire was doing something similar, even as its wildness drew imperial adventurers to the forests and snowy 

wastes of the frontier. Rudyard Kipling chased that idea in his 1898 poem “The Explorer’: 

Something hidden. Go and find it. Go and look behind the Ranges— 

Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and waiting for you. Go! 

Mountains have always been places for lowlanders to exercise their imaginations: full of demons or else 

sublime and adventurous. The abode of snow has offered a vast white screen on which to project the fantasies 

of all comers: exiled kings, foreign imperialists, spiritual seekers, self-important explorers, archaeologists, 

missionaries, spies, mapmakers, artists, hippies—and climbers. The Himalaya are shrouded in their stories, 

like monsoon clouds: stories of secret knowledge and new horizons, about somewhere at the end of things, 

somewhere beyond. These myths hardly ever recognized the complexity and richness of the cultures that 

developed there over millennia, as varied as the mountains that shaped them. Those cultures were either 

ignored or appropriated by outsiders looking to profit. That tension, between myth and reality, still tears at the 

Himalaya today. 

__________________________________ 

 

Excerpted from Himalaya: A Human History by Ed Douglas. Copyright © 2021 by Ed Douglas. Used with 

permission of the publisher, W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. All rights reserved 

https://bookshop.org/a/132/9780393541991
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Ed Douglas 

Ed Douglas has been climbing for over thirty-five years and has been a writer and editor for the last thirty. His 

books include biographies of Tenzing Norgay, rock-climbing visionary Ben Moon, and the late British 

mountaineer Alison Hargreaves. His ghostwritten autobiography of Ron Fawcett, Rock Athlete, won the 

Boardman Tasker Award for Mountain Literature in 2010. He is the current editor of the Alpine Journal and 

lives in Sheffield. 
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Tartuffe; or, The Hypocrite 

by Jean-Baptiste Poquelin (Moliere) 

 

Previous Chapter Next Chapter 

ACT I 

 

SCENE I 

 

  MADAME PERNELLE and FLIPOTTE, her servant; ELMIRE, MARIANE, CLEANTE, 

  DAMIS, DORINE 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  Come, come, Flipotte, and let me get away. 

  ELMIRE 

  You hurry so, I hardly can attend you. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  Then don't, my daughter-in law. Stay where you are. 

  I can dispense with your polite attentions. 

  ELMIRE 

  We're only paying what is due you, mother. 

  Why must you go away in such a hurry? 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/summary
https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere
https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/characters
https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/act-ii
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  Because I can't endure your carryings-on, 

  And no one takes the slightest pains to please me. 

  I leave your house, I tell you, quite disgusted; 

  You do the opposite of my instructions; 

  You've no respect for anything; each one 

  Must have his say; it's perfect pandemonium. 

  DORINE 

  If … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  You're a servant wench, my girl, and much 

  Too full of gab, and too impertinent 

  And free with your advice on all occasions. 

  DAMIS 

  But … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  You're a fool, my boy—f, o, o, l 

  Just spells your name. Let grandma tell you that 

  I've said a hundred times to my poor son, 

  Your father, that you'd never come to good 

  Or give him anything but plague and torment. 

  MARIANE 
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  I think … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  O dearie me, his little sister! 

  You're all demureness, butter wouldn't melt 

  In your mouth, one would think to look at you. 

  Still waters, though, they say … you know the proverb; 

  And I don't like your doings on the sly. 

  ELMIRE 

  But, mother … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  Daughter, by your leave, your conduct 

  In everything is altogether wrong; 

  You ought to set a good example for 'em; 

  Their dear departed mother did much better. 

  You are extravagant; and it offends me, 

  To see you always decked out like a princess. 

  A woman who would please her husband's eyes 

  Alone, wants no such wealth of fineries. 

  CLEANTE 

  But, madam, after all … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 
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  Sir, as for you, 

  The lady's brother, I esteem you highly, 

  Love and respect you. But, sir, all the same, 

  If I were in my son's, her husband's, place, 

  I'd urgently entreat you not to come 

  Within our doors. You preach a way of living 

  That decent people cannot tolerate. 

  I'm rather frank with you; but that's my way— 

  I don't mince matters, when I mean a thing. 

  DAMIS 

  Mr. Tartuffe, your friend, is mighty lucky … 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  He is a holy man, and must be heeded; 

  I can't endure, with any show of patience, 

  To hear a scatterbrains like you attack him. 

  DAMIS 

  What! Shall I let a bigot criticaster 

  Come and usurp a tyrant's power here? 

  And shall we never dare amuse ourselves 

  Till this fine gentleman deigns to consent? 

  DORINE 
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  If we must hark to him, and heed his maxims, 

  There's not a thing we do but what's a crime; 

  He censures everything, this zealous carper. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  And all he censures is well censured, too. 

  He wants to guide you on the way to heaven; 

  My son should train you all to love him well. 

  DAMIS 

  No, madam, look you, nothing—not my father 

  Nor anything—can make me tolerate him. 

  I should belie my feelings not to say so. 

  His actions rouse my wrath at every turn; 

  And I foresee that there must come of it 

  An open rupture with this sneaking scoundrel. 

  DORINE 

  Besides, 'tis downright scandalous to see 

  This unknown upstart master of the house— 

  This vagabond, who hadn't, when he came, 

  Shoes to his feet, or clothing worth six farthings, 

  And who so far forgets his place, as now 

  To censure everything, and rule the roost! 
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  MADAME PERNELLE 

  Eh! Mercy sakes alive! Things would go better 

  If all were governed by his pious orders. 

  DORINE 

  He passes for a saint in your opinion. 

  In fact, he's nothing but a hypocrite. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  Just listen to her tongue! 

  DORINE 

  I wouldn't trust him, 

  Nor yet his Lawrence, without bonds and surety. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  I don't know what the servant's character 

  May be; but I can guarantee the master 

  A holy man. You hate him and reject him 

  Because he tells home truths to all of you. 

  'Tis sin alone that moves his heart to anger, 

  And heaven's interest is his only motive. 

  DORINE 

  Of course. But why, especially of late, 

  Can he let nobody come near the house? 
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  Is heaven offended at a civil call 

  That he should make so great a fuss about it? 

  I'll tell you, if you like, just what I think; 

  (Pointing to Elmire) 

  Upon my word, he's jealous of our mistress. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  You hold your tongue, and think what you are saying. 

  He's not alone in censuring these visits; 

  The turmoil that attends your sort of people, 

  Their carriages forever at the door, 

  And all their noisy footmen, flocked together, 

  Annoy the neighbourhood, and raise a scandal. 

  I'd gladly think there's nothing really wrong; 

  But it makes talk; and that's not as it should be. 

  CLEANTE 

  Eh! madam, can you hope to keep folk's tongues 

  From wagging? It would be a grievous thing 

  If, for the fear of idle talk about us, 

  We had to sacrifice our friends. No, no; 

  Even if we could bring ourselves to do it, 

  Think you that everyone would then be silenced? 
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  Against backbiting there is no defence 

  So let us try to live in innocence, 

  To silly tattle pay no heed at all, 

  And leave the gossips free to vent their gall. 

  DORINE 

  Our neighbour Daphne, and her little husband, 

  Must be the ones who slander us, I'm thinking. 

  Those whose own conduct's most ridiculous, 

  Are always quickest to speak ill of others; 

  They never fail to seize at once upon 

  The slightest hint of any love affair, 

  And spread the news of it with glee, and give it 

  The character they'd have the world believe in. 

  By others' actions, painted in their colours, 

  They hope to justify their own; they think, 

  In the false hope of some resemblance, either 

  To make their own intrigues seem innocent, 

  Or else to make their neighbours share the blame 

  Which they are loaded with by everybody. 

  MADAME PERNELLE 

  These arguments are nothing to the purpose. 
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  Orante, we all know, lives a perfect life; 

  Her thoughts are all of heaven; and I have heard 

  That she condemns the company you keep. 

  DORINE 

  O admirable pattern! Virtuous dame! 

  She lives the model of austerity; 

  But age has brought this piety upon her, 

  And she's a prude, now she can't help herself. 

  As long as she could capture men's attentions 

  She made the most of her advantages; 

  But, now she sees her beauty vanishing, 

  She wants to leave the world, that's leaving her, 

  And in the specious veil of haughty virtue 

  She'd hide the weakness of her worn-out charms. 

  That is the way with all your old coquettes; 

  They find it hard to see their lovers leave 'em; 

  And thus abandoned, their forlorn estate 

  Can find no occupation but a prude's. 

  These pious dames, in their austerity, 

  Must carp at everything, and pardon nothing. 

  They loudly blame their neighbours' way of living, 
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  Not for religion's sake, but out of envy, 

  Because they can't endure to see another 

  Enjoy the pleasures age has weaned them from. 

  MADAME PERNELLE (to Elmire) 

  There! That's the kind of rigmarole to please you, 

  Daughter-in-law. One never has a chance 

  To get a word in edgewise, at your house, 

  Because this lady holds the floor all day; 

  But none the less, I mean to have my say, too. 

  I tell you that my son did nothing wiser 

  In all his life, than take this godly man 

  Into his household; heaven sent him here, 

  In your great need, to make you all repent; 

  For your salvation, you must hearken to him; 

  He censures nothing but deserves his censure. 

  These visits, these assemblies, and these balls, 

  Are all inventions of the evil spirit. 

  You never hear a word of godliness 

  At them—but idle cackle, nonsense, flimflam. 

  Our neighbour often comes in for a share, 

  The talk flies fast, and scandal fills the air; 
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  It makes a sober person's head go round, 

  At these assemblies, just to hear the sound 

  Of so much gab, with not a word to say; 

  And as a learned man remarked one day 

  Most aptly, 'tis the Tower of Babylon, 

  Where all, beyond all limit, babble on. 

  And just to tell you how this point came in … 

  (To Cleante) 

  So! Now the gentlemen must snicker, must he? 

  Go find fools like yourself to make you laugh 

  And don't … 

  (To Elmire) 

  Daughter, good-bye; not one word more. 

  As for this house, I leave the half unsaid; 

  But I shan't soon set foot in it again, 

  (Cuffing Flipotte) 

  Come, you! What makes you dream and stand agape, 

  Hussy! I'll warm your ears in proper shape! 

  March, trollop, march! 
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SCENE II 

 

CLEANTE, DORINE 

 

  CLEANTE 

  I won't escort her down, 

  For fear she might fall foul of me again; 

  The good old lady … 

  DORINE 

  Bless us! What a pity 

  She shouldn't hear the way you speak of her! 

  She'd surely tell you you're too "good" by half, 

  And that she's not so "old" as all that, neither! 

  CLEANTE 

  How she got angry with us all for nothing! 

  And how she seems possessed with her Tartuffe! 

  DORINE 

  Her case is nothing, though, beside her son's! 

  To see him, you would say he's ten times worse! 

  His conduct in our late unpleasantness [1] 
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  Had won him much esteem, and proved his courage 

  In service of his king; but now he's like 

  A man besotted, since he's been so taken 

  With this Tartuffe. He calls him brother, loves him 

  A hundred times as much as mother, son, 

  Daughter, and wife. He tells him all his secrets 

  And lets him guide his acts, and rule his conscience. 

  He fondles and embraces him; a sweetheart 

  Could not, I think, be loved more tenderly; 

  At table he must have the seat of honour, 

  While with delight our master sees him eat 

  As much as six men could; we must give up 

  The choicest tidbits to him; if he belches, 

  ('tis a servant speaking) [2] 

  Master exclaims: "God bless you!"—Oh, he dotes 

  Upon him! he's his universe, his hero; 

  He's lost in constant admiration, quotes him 

  On all occasions, takes his trifling acts 

  For wonders, and his words for oracles. 

  The fellow knows his dupe, and makes the most on't, 

  He fools him with a hundred masks of virtue, 
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  Gets money from him all the time by canting, 

  And takes upon himself to carp at us. 

  Even his silly coxcomb of a lackey 

  Makes it his business to instruct us too; 

  He comes with rolling eyes to preach at us, 

  And throws away our ribbons, rouge, and patches. 

  The wretch, the other day, tore up a kerchief 

  That he had found, pressed in the Golden Legend, 

  Calling it a horrid crime for us to mingle 

  The devil's finery with holy things. 

  [Footnote 1: Referring to the rebellion called La Fronde, during the 

  minority of Louis XIV.] 

[Footnote 2: Moliere's note, inserted in the text of all the old editions. It is a curious illustration of the desire 

for uniformity and dignity of style in dramatic verse of the seventeenth century, that Moliere feels called on to 

apologize for a touch of realism like this. Indeed, these lines were even omitted when the play was given.] 

 

SCENE III 

 

ELMIRE, MARIANE, DAMIS, CLEANTE, DORINE 

 

  ELMIRE (to Cleante) 

  You're very lucky to have missed the speech 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 553 march 2021 

 

58 

  She gave us at the door. I see my husband 

  Is home again. He hasn't seen me yet, 

  So I'll go up and wait till he comes in. 

  CLEANTE 

  And I, to save time, will await him here; 

  I'll merely say good-morning, and be gone. 

SCENE IV 

 

CLEANTE, DAMIS, DORINE 

 

  DAMIS 

  I wish you'd say a word to him about 

  My sister's marriage; I suspect Tartuffe 

  Opposes it, and puts my father up 

  To all these wretched shifts. You know, besides, 

  How nearly I'm concerned in it myself; 

  If love unites my sister and Valere, 

  I love his sister too; and if this marriage 

  Were to … 

  DORINE 

  He's coming. 
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SCENE V 

 

ORGON, CLEANTE, DORINE 

 

  ORGON 

  Ah! Good morning, brother. 

  CLEANTE 

  I was just going, but am glad to greet you. 

  Things are not far advanced yet, in the country? 

  ORGON 

  Dorine … 

  (To Cleante) 

  Just wait a bit, please, brother-in-law. 

  Let me allay my first anxiety 

  By asking news about the family. 

  (To Dorine) 

  Has everything gone well these last two days? 

  What's happening? And how is everybody? 

  DORINE 

  Madam had fever, and a splitting headache 

  Day before yesterday, all day and evening. 
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  ORGON 

  And how about Tartuffe? 

  DORINE 

  Tartuffe? He's well; 

  He's mighty well; stout, fat, fair, rosy-lipped. 

  ORGON 

  Poor man! 

  DORINE 

  At evening she had nausea 

  And couldn't touch a single thing for supper, 

  Her headache still was so severe. 

  ORGON 

  And how 

  About Tartuffe? 

  DORINE 

  He supped alone, before her, 

  And unctuously ate up two partridges, 

  As well as half a leg o' mutton, deviled. 

  ORGON 

  Poor man! 

  DORINE 
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  All night she couldn't get a wink 

  Of sleep, the fever racked her so; and we 

  Had to sit up with her till daylight. 

  ORGON 

  How 

  About Tartuffe? 

  DORINE 

  Gently inclined to slumber, 

  He left the table, went into his room, 

  Got himself straight into a good warm bed, 

  And slept quite undisturbed until next morning. 

  ORGON 

  Poor man! 

  DORINE 

  At last she let us all persuade her, 

  And got up courage to be bled; and then 

  She was relieved at once. 

  ORGON 

  And how about 

  Tartuffe? 

  DORINE 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 553 march 2021 

 

62 

  He plucked up courage properly, 

  Bravely entrenched his soul against all evils, 

  And to replace the blood that she had lost, 

  He drank at breakfast four huge draughts of wine. 

  ORGON 

  Poor man! 

  DORINE 

  So now they both are doing well; 

  And I'll go straightway and inform my mistress 

  How pleased you are at her recovery. 

SCENE VI 

 

ORGON, CLEANTE 

 

  CLEANTE 

  Brother, she ridicules you to your face; 

  And I, though I don't want to make you angry, 

  Must tell you candidly that she's quite right. 

  Was such infatuation ever heard of? 

  And can a man to-day have charms to make you 

  Forget all else, relieve his poverty, 
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  Give him a home, and then … ? 

  ORGON 

  Stop there, good brother, 

  You do not know the man you're speaking of. 

  CLEANTE 

  Since you will have it so, I do not know him; 

  But after all, to tell what sort of man 

  He is … 

  ORGON 

  Dear brother, you'd be charmed to know him; 

  Your raptures over him would have no end. 

  He is a man … who … ah! … in fact …a man 

  Whoever does his will, knows perfect peace, 

  And counts the whole world else, as so much dung. 

  His converse has transformed me quite; he weans 

  My heart from every friendship, teaches me 

  To have no love for anything on earth; 

  And I could see my brother, children, mother, 

  And wife, all die, and never care—a snap. 

  CLEANTE 

  Your feelings are humane, I must say, brother! 
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  ORGON 

  Ah! If you'd seen him, as I saw him first, 

  You would have loved him just as much as I. 

  He came to church each day, with contrite mien, 

  Kneeled, on both knees, right opposite my place, 

  And drew the eyes of all the congregation, 

  To watch the fervour of his prayers to heaven; 

  With deep-drawn sighs and great ejaculations, 

  He humbly kissed the earth at every moment; 

  And when I left the church, he ran before me 

  To give me holy water at the door. 

  I learned his poverty, and who he was, 

  By questioning his servant, who is like him, 

  And gave him gifts; but in his modesty 

  He always wanted to return a part. 

  "It is too much," he'd say, "too much by half; 

  I am not worthy of your pity." Then, 

  When I refused to take it back, he'd go, 

  Before my eyes, and give it to the poor. 

  At length heaven bade me take him to my home, 

  And since that day, all seems to prosper here. 
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  He censures everything, and for my sake 

  He even takes great interest in my wife; 

  He lets me know who ogles her, and seems 

  Six times as jealous as I am myself. 

  You'd not believe how far his zeal can go: 

  He calls himself a sinner just for trifles; 

  The merest nothing is enough to shock him; 

  So much so, that the other day I heard him 

  Accuse himself for having, while at prayer, 

  In too much anger caught and killed a flea. 

  CLEANTE 

  Zounds, brother, you are mad, I think! Or else 

  You're making sport of me, with such a speech. 

  What are you driving at with all this nonsense … ? 

  ORGON 

  Brother, your language smacks of atheism; 

  And I suspect your soul's a little tainted 

  Therewith. I've preached to you a score of times 

  That you'll draw down some judgment on your head. 

  CLEANTE 

  That is the usual strain of all your kind; 
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  They must have every one as blind as they. 

  They call you atheist if you have good eyes; 

  And if you don't adore their vain grimaces, 

  You've neither faith nor care for sacred things. 

  No, no; such talk can't frighten me; I know 

  What I am saying; heaven sees my heart. 

  We're not the dupes of all your canting mummers; 

  There are false heroes—and false devotees; 

  And as true heroes never are the ones 

  Who make much noise about their deeds of honour, 

  Just so true devotees, whom we should follow, 

  Are not the ones who make so much vain show. 

  What! Will you find no difference between 

  Hypocrisy and genuine devoutness? 

  And will you treat them both alike, and pay 

  The self-same honour both to masks and faces 

  Set artifice beside sincerity, 

  Confuse the semblance with reality, 

  Esteem a phantom like a living person, 

  And counterfeit as good as honest coin? 

  Men, for the most part, are strange creatures, truly! 
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  You never find them keep the golden mean; 

  The limits of good sense, too narrow for them, 

  Must always be passed by, in each direction; 

  They often spoil the noblest things, because 

  They go too far, and push them to extremes. 

  I merely say this by the way, good brother. 

  ORGON 

  You are the sole expounder of the doctrine; 

  Wisdom shall die with you, no doubt, good brother, 

  You are the only wise, the sole enlightened, 

  The oracle, the Cato, of our age. 

  All men, compared to you, are downright fools. 

  CLEANTE 

  I'm not the sole expounder of the doctrine, 

  And wisdom shall not die with me, good brother. 

  But this I know, though it be all my knowledge, 

  That there's a difference 'twixt false and true. 

  And as I find no kind of hero more 

  To be admired than men of true religion, 

  Nothing more noble or more beautiful 

  Than is the holy zeal of true devoutness; 
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  Just so I think there's naught more odious 

  Than whited sepulchres of outward unction, 

  Those barefaced charlatans, those hireling zealots, 

  Whose sacrilegious, treacherous pretence 

  Deceives at will, and with impunity 

  Makes mockery of all that men hold sacred; 

  Men who, enslaved to selfish interests, 

  Make trade and merchandise of godliness, 

  And try to purchase influence and office 

  With false eye-rollings and affected raptures; 

  Those men, I say, who with uncommon zeal 

  Seek their own fortunes on the road to heaven; 

  Who, skilled in prayer, have always much to ask, 

  And live at court to preach retirement; 

  Who reconcile religion with their vices, 

  Are quick to anger, vengeful, faithless, tricky, 

  And, to destroy a man, will have the boldness 

  To call their private grudge the cause of heaven; 

  All the more dangerous, since in their anger 

  They use against us weapons men revere, 

  And since they make the world applaud their passion, 
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  And seek to stab us with a sacred sword. 

  There are too many of this canting kind. 

  Still, the sincere are easy to distinguish; 

  And many splendid patterns may be found, 

  In our own time, before our very eyes 

  Look at Ariston, Periandre, Oronte, 

  Alcidamas, Clitandre, and Polydore; 

  No one denies their claim to true religion; 

  Yet they're no braggadocios of virtue, 

  They do not make insufferable display, 

  And their religion's human, tractable; 

  They are not always judging all our actions, 

  They'd think such judgment savoured of presumption; 

  And, leaving pride of words to other men, 

  'Tis by their deeds alone they censure ours. 

  Evil appearances find little credit 

  With them; they even incline to think the best 

  Of others. No caballers, no intriguers, 

  They mind the business of their own right living. 

  They don't attack a sinner tooth and nail, 

  For sin's the only object of their hatred; 
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  Nor are they over-zealous to attempt 

  Far more in heaven's behalf than heaven would have 'em. 

  That is my kind of man, that is true living, 

  That is the pattern we should set ourselves. 

  Your fellow was not fashioned on this model; 

  You're quite sincere in boasting of his zeal; 

  But you're deceived, I think, by false pretences. 

  ORGON 

  My dear good brother-in-law, have you quite done? 

  CLEANTE 

  Yes. 

  ORGON 

  I'm your humble servant. 

(Starts to go.) 

 

  CLEANTE 

  Just a word. 

  We'll drop that other subject. But you know 

  Valere has had the promise of your daughter. 

  ORGON 

  Yes. 
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  CLEANTE 

  You had named the happy day. 

  ORGON 

  'Tis true. 

  CLEANTE 

  Then why put off the celebration of it? 

  ORGON 

  I can't say. 

  CLEANTE 

  Can you have some other plan 

  In mind? 

  ORGON 

  Perhaps. 

  CLEANTE 

  You mean to break your word? 

  ORGON 

  I don't say that. 

  CLEANTE 

  I hope no obstacle 

  Can keep you from performing what you've promised. 

  ORGON 
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  Well, that depends. 

  CLEANTE 

  Why must you beat about? 

  Valere has sent me here to settle matters. 

  ORGON 

  Heaven be praised! 

  CLEANTE 

  What answer shall I take him? 

  ORGON 

  Why, anything you please. 

  CLEANTE 

  But we must know 

  Your plans. What are they? 

  ORGON 

  I shall do the will 

  Of Heaven. 

  CLEANTE 

  Come, be serious. You've given 

  Your promise to Valere. Now will you keep it? 

  ORGON 

  Good-bye. 
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  CLEANTE (alone) 

  His love, methinks, has much to fear; 

  I must go let him know what's happening here. 

 

https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/act-i 
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ACT II 

 

SCENE I 

 

ORGON, MARIANE 

 

  ORGON 

  Now, Mariane. 

  MARIANE 

  Yes, father? 

  ORGON 

  Come; I'll tell you 

  A secret. 

  MARIANE 

  Yes … What are you looking for? 

  ORGON (looking into a small closet-room) 

  To see there's no one there to spy upon us; 

  That little closet's mighty fit to hide in. 

  There! We're all right now. Mariane, in you 

  I've always found a daughter dutiful 

  And gentle. So I've always love you dearly. 
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  MARIANE 

  I'm grateful for your fatherly affection. 

  ORGON 

  Well spoken, daughter. Now, prove you deserve it 

  By doing as I wish in all respects. 

  MARIANE 

  To do so is the height of my ambition. 

  ORGON 

  Excellent well. What say you of—Tartuffe? 

  MARIANE 

  Who? I? 

  ORGON 

  Yes, you. Look to it how you answer. 

  MARIANE 

  Why! I'll say of him—anything you please. 

SCENE II 

 

  ORGON, MARIANE, DORINE (coming in quietly and standing behind 

  Orgon, so that he does not see her) 

  ORGON 

  Well spoken. A good girl. Say then, my daughter, 
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  That all his person shines with noble merit, 

  That he has won your heart, and you would like 

  To have him, by my choice, become your husband. 

  Eh? 

  MARIANE 

  Eh? 

  ORGON 

  What say you? 

  MARIANE 

  Please, what did you say? 

  ORGON 

  What? 

  MARIANE 

  Surely I mistook you, sir? 

  ORGON 

  How now? 

  MARIANE 

  Who is it, father, you would have me say 

  Has won my heart, and I would like to have 

  Become my husband, by your choice? 

  ORGON 
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  Tartuffe. 

  MARIANE 

  But, father, I protest it isn't true! 

  Why should you make me tell this dreadful lie? 

  ORGON 

  Because I mean to have it be the truth. 

  Let this suffice for you: I've settled it. 

  MARIANE 

  What, father, you would … ? 

  ORGON 

  Yes, child, I'm resolved 

  To graft Tartuffe into my family. 

  So he must be your husband. That I've settled. 

  And since your duty .. 

  (Seeing Dorine) 

  What are you doing there? 

  Your curiosity is keen, my girl, 

  To make you come eavesdropping on us so. 

  DORINE 

  Upon my word, I don't know how the rumour 

  Got started—if 'twas guess-work or mere chance 
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  But I had heard already of this match, 

  And treated it as utter stuff and nonsense. 

  ORGON 

  What! Is the thing incredible? 

  DORINE 

  So much so 

  I don't believe it even from yourself, sir. 

  ORGON 

  I know a way to make you credit it. 

  DORINE 

  No, no, you're telling us a fairly tale! 

  ORGON 

  I'm telling you just what will happen shortly. 

  DORINE 

  Stuff! 

  ORGON 

  Daughter, what I say is in good earnest. 

  DORINE 

  There, there, don't take your father seriously; 

  He's fooling. 

  ORGON 
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  But I tell you … 

  DORINE 

  No. No use. 

  They won't believe you. 

  ORGON 

  If I let my anger … 

  DORINE 

  Well, then, we do believe you; and the worse 

  For you it is. What! Can a grown-up man 

  With that expanse of beard across his face 

  Be mad enough to want …? 

  ORGON 

  You hark me: 

  You've taken on yourself here in this house 

  A sort of free familiarity 

  That I don't like, I tell you frankly, girl. 

  DORINE 

  There, there, let's not get angry, sir, I beg you. 

  But are you making game of everybody? 

  Your daughter's not cut out for bigot's meat; 

  And he has more important things to think of. 
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  Besides, what can you gain by such a match? 

  How can a man of wealth, like you, go choose 

  A wretched vagabond for son-in-law? 

  ORGON 

  You hold your tongue. And know, the less he has, 

  The better cause have we to honour him. 

  His poverty is honest poverty; 

  It should exalt him more than worldly grandeur, 

  For he has let himself be robbed of all, 

  Through careless disregard of temporal things 

  And fixed attachment to the things eternal. 

  My help may set him on his feet again, 

  Win back his property—a fair estate 

  He has at home, so I'm informed—and prove him 

  For what he is, a true-born gentleman. 

  DORINE 

  Yes, so he says himself. Such vanity 

  But ill accords with pious living, sir. 

  The man who cares for holiness alone 

  Should not so loudly boast his name and birth; 

  The humble ways of genuine devoutness 
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  Brook not so much display of earthly pride. 

  Why should he be so vain? … But I offend you: 

  Let's leave his rank, then,—take the man himself: 

  Can you without compunction give a man 

  Like him possession of a girl like her? 

  Think what a scandal's sure to come of it! 

  Virtue is at the mercy of the fates, 

  When a girl's married to a man she hates; 

  The best intent to live an honest woman 

  Depends upon the husband's being human, 

  And men whose brows are pointed at afar 

  May thank themselves their wives are what they are. 

  For to be true is more than woman can, 

  With husbands built upon a certain plan; 

  And he who weds his child against her will 

  Owes heaven account for it, if she do ill. 

  Think then what perils wait on your design. 

  ORGON (to Mariane) 

  So! I must learn what's what from her, you see! 

  DORINE 

  You might do worse than follow my advice. 
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  ORGON 

  Daughter, we can't waste time upon this nonsense; 

  I know what's good for you, and I'm your father. 

  True, I had promised you to young Valere; 

  But, first, they tell me he's inclined to gamble, 

  And then, I fear his faith is not quite sound. 

  I haven't noticed that he's regular 

  At church. 

  DORINE 

  You'd have him run there just when you do. 

  Like those who go on purpose to be seen? 

  ORGON 

  I don't ask your opinion on the matter. 

  In short, the other is in Heaven's best graces, 

  And that is riches quite beyond compare. 

  This match will bring you every joy you long for; 

  'Twill be all steeped in sweetness and delight. 

  You'll live together, in your faithful loves, 

  Like two sweet children, like two turtle-doves; 

  You'll never fail to quarrel, scold, or tease, 

  And you may do with him whate'er you please. 
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  DORINE 

  With him? Do naught but give him horns, I'll warrant. 

  ORGON 

  Out on thee, wench! 

  DORINE 

  I tell you he's cut out for't; 

  However great your daughter's virtue, sir, 

  His destiny is sure to prove the stronger. 

  ORGON 

  Have done with interrupting. Hold your tongue. 

  Don't poke your nose in other people's business. 

  DORINE (She keeps interrupting him, just as he turns and starts 

  to speak to his daughter). 

  If I make bold, sir, 'tis for your own good. 

  ORGON 

  You're too officious; pray you, hold your tongue. 

  DORINE 

  'Tis love of you … 

  ORGON 

  I want none of your love. 

  DORINE 
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  Then I will love you in your own despite. 

  ORGON 

  You will, eh? 

  DORINE 

  Yes, your honour's dear to me; 

  I can't endure to see you made the butt 

  Of all men's ridicule. 

  ORGON 

  Won't you be still? 

  DORINE 

  'Twould be a sin to let you make this match. 

  ORGON 

  Won't you be still, I say, you impudent viper! 

  DORINE 

  What! you are pious, and you lose your temper? 

  ORGON 

  I'm all wrought up, with your confounded nonsense; 

  Now, once for all, I tell you hold your tongue. 

  DORINE 

  Then mum's the word; I'll take it out in thinking. 

  ORGON 
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  Think all you please; but not a syllable 

  To me about it, or … you understand! 

  (Turning to his daughter.) 

  As a wise father, I've considered all 

  With due deliberation. 

  DORINE 

  I'll go mad 

  If I can't speak. 

  (She stops the instant he turns his head.) 

  ORGON 

  Though he's no lady's man, 

  Tartuffe is well enough … 

  DORINE 

  A pretty phiz! 

  ORGON 

  So that, although you may not care at all 

  For his best qualities … 

  DORINE 

  A handsome dowry! 

  (Orgon turns and stands in front of her, with arms folded, eyeing 

  her.) 
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  Were I in her place, any man should rue it 

  Who married me by force, that's mighty certain; 

  I'd let him know, and that within a week, 

  A woman's vengeance isn't far to seek. 

  ORGON (to Dorine) 

  So—nothing that I say has any weight? 

  DORINE 

  Eh? What's wrong now? I didn't speak to you. 

  ORGON 

  What were you doing? 

  DORINE 

  Talking to myself. 

  ORGON 

  Oh! Very well. (Aside.) Her monstrous impudence 

  Must be chastised with one good slap in the face. 

  (He stands ready to strike her, and, each time he speaks to his 

  daughter, he glances toward her; but she stands still and says not a 

  word.) [3] 

[Footnote 3: As given at the Comedie francaise, the action is as follows: While Orgon says, "You must 

approve of my design," Dorine is making signs to Mariane to resist his orders; Orgon turns around suddenly; 

but Dorine quickly changes her gesture and with the hand which she had lifted calmly arranges her hair and 

her cap. Orgon goes on, "Think of the husband …" and stops before the middle of his sentence to turn and 

catch the beginning of Dorine's gesture; but he is too quick this time, and Dorine stands looking at his furious 

countenance with a sweet and gentle expression. He turns and goes on, and the obstinate Dorine again lifts her 
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hand behind his shoulder to urge Mariane to resistance: this time he catches her; but just as he swings his 

shoulder to give her the promised blow, she stops him by changing the intent of her gesture, and carefully 

picking from the top of his sleeve a bit of fluff which she holds carefully between her fingers, then blows into 

the air, and watches intently as it floats away. Orgon is paralysed by her innocence of expression, and 

compelled to hide his rage.—Regnier, Le Tartuffe des Comediens.] 

 

  ORGON 

  Daughter, you must approve of my design…. 

  Think of this husband … I have chosen for you… 

  (To Dorine) 

  Why don't you talk to yourself? 

  DORINE 

  Nothing to say. 

  ORGON 

  One little word more. 

  DORINE 

  Oh, no, thanks. Not now. 

  ORGON 

  Sure, I'd have caught you. 

  DORINE 

  Faith, I'm no such fool. 

  ORGON 

  So, daughter, now obedience is the word; 
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  You must accept my choice with reverence. 

  DORINE (running away) 

  You'd never catch me marrying such a creature. 

  ORGON (swinging his hand at her and missing her) 

  Daughter, you've such a pestilent hussy there 

  I can't live with her longer, without sin. 

  I can't discuss things in the state I'm in. 

  My mind's so flustered by her insolent talk, 

  To calm myself, I must go take a walk. 

SCENE III 

 

MARIANE, DORINE 

 

  DORINE 

  Say, have you lost the tongue from out your head? 

  And must I speak your role from A to Zed? 

  You let them broach a project that's absurd, 

  And don't oppose it with a single word! 

  MARIANE 

  What can I do? My father is the master. 

  DORINE 
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  Do? Everything, to ward off such disaster. 

  MARIANE 

  But what? 

  DORINE 

  Tell him one doesn't love by proxy; 

  Tell him you'll marry for yourself, not him; 

  Since you're the one for whom the thing is done, 

  You are the one, not he, the man must please; 

  If his Tartuffe has charmed him so, why let him 

  Just marry him himself—no one will hinder. 

  MARIANE 

  A father's rights are such, it seems to me, 

  That I could never dare to say a word. 

  DORINE 

  Came, talk it out. Valere has asked your hand: 

  Now do you love him, pray, or do you not? 

  MARIANE 

  Dorine! How can you wrong my love so much, 

  And ask me such a question? Have I not 

  A hundred times laid bare my heart to you? 

  Do you know how ardently I love him? 
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  DORINE 

  How do I know if heart and words agree, 

  And if in honest truth you really love him? 

  MARIANE 

  Dorine, you wrong me greatly if you doubt it; 

  I've shown my inmost feelings, all too plainly. 

  DORINE 

  So then, you love him? 

  MARIANE 

  Yes, devotedly. 

  DORINE 

  And he returns your love, apparently? 

  MARIANE 

  I think so. 

  DORINE 

  And you both alike are eager 

  To be well married to each other? 

  MARIANE 

  Surely. 

  DORINE 

  Then what's your plan about this other match? 
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  MARIANE 

  To kill myself, if it is forced upon me. 

  DORINE 

  Good! That's a remedy I hadn't thought of. 

  Just die, and everything will be all right. 

  This medicine is marvellous, indeed! 

  It drives me mad to hear folk talk such nonsense. 

  MARIANE 

  Oh dear, Dorine you get in such a temper! 

  You have no sympathy for people's troubles. 

  DORINE 

  I have no sympathy when folk talk nonsense, 

  And flatten out as you do, at a pinch. 

  MARIANE 

  But what can you expect?—if one is timid?— 

  DORINE 

  But what is love worth, if it has no courage? 

  MARIANE 

  Am I not constant in my love for him? 

  Is't not his place to win me from my father? 

  DORINE 
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  But if your father is a crazy fool, 

  And quite bewitched with his Tartuffe? And breaks 

  His bounden word? Is that your lover's fault? 

  MARIANE 

  But shall I publicly refuse and scorn 

  This match, and make it plain that I'm in love? 

  Shall I cast off for him, whate'er he be, 

  Womanly modesty and filial duty? 

  You ask me to display my love in public … ? 

  DORINE 

  No, no, I ask you nothing. You shall be 

  Mister Tartuffe's; why, now I think of it, 

  I should be wrong to turn you from this marriage. 

  What cause can I have to oppose your wishes? 

  So fine a match! An excellent good match! 

  Mister Tartuffe! Oh ho! No mean proposal! 

  Mister Tartuffe, sure, take it all in all, 

  Is not a man to sneeze at—oh, by no means! 

  'Tis no small luck to be his happy spouse. 

  The whole world joins to sing his praise already; 

  He's noble—in his parish; handsome too; 



Sistema de Infotecas Centrales                                                                                                                Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila              

 

 

 

 

  

Infoteca’s E-Journal                                                                                                                   No. 553 march 2021 

 

93 

  Red ears and high complexion—oh, my lud! 

  You'll be too happy, sure, with him for husband. 

  MARIANE 

  Oh dear! … 

  DORINE 

  What joy and pride will fill your heart 

  To be the bride of such a handsome fellow! 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, stop, I beg you; try to find some way 

  To help break off the match. I quite give in, 

  I'm ready to do anything you say. 

  DORINE 

  No, no, a daughter must obey her father, 

  Though he should want to make her wed a monkey. 

  Besides, your fate is fine. What could be better! 

  You'll take the stage-coach to his little village, 

  And find it full of uncles and of cousins, 

  Whose conversation will delight you. Then 

  You'll be presented in their best society. 

  You'll even go to call, by way of welcome, 

  On Mrs. Bailiff, Mrs. Tax-Collector, 
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  Who'll patronise you with a folding-stool. 

  There, once a year, at carnival, you'll have 

  Perhaps—a ball; with orchestra—two bag-pipes; 

  And sometimes a trained ape, and Punch and Judy; 

  Though if your husband … 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, you'll kill me. Please 

  Contrive to help me out with your advice. 

  DORINE 

  I thank you kindly. 

  MARIANE 

  Oh! Dorine, I beg you … 

  DORINE 

  To serve you right, this marriage must go through. 

  MARIANE 

  Dear girl! 

  DORINE 

  No. 

  MARIANE 

  If I say I love Valere … 

  DORINE 
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  No, no. Tartuffe's your man, and you shall taste him. 

  MARIANE 

  You know I've always trusted you; now help me … 

  DORINE 

  No, you shall be, my faith! Tartuffified. 

  MARIANE 

  Well, then, since you've no pity for my fate 

  Let me take counsel only of despair; 

  It will advise and help and give me courage; 

  There's one sure cure, I know, for all my troubles. 

(She starts to go.) 

 

  DORINE 

  There, there! Come back. I can't be angry long. 

  I must take pity on you, after all. 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, don't you see, Dorine, if I must bear 

  This martyrdom, I certainly shall die. 

  DORINE 

  Now don't you fret. We'll surely find some way. 

  To hinder this … But here's Valere, your lover. 
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SCENE IV 

 

VALERE, MARIANE, DORINE 

 

  VALERE 

  Madam, a piece of news—quite new to me— 

  Has just come out, and very fine it is. 

  MARIANE 

  What piece of news? 

  VALERE 

  Your marriage with Tartuffe. 

  MARIANE 

  'Tis true my father has this plan in mind. 

  VALERE 

  Your father, madam … 

  MARIANE 

  Yes, he's changed his plans, 

  And did but now propose it to me. 

  VALERE 

  What! 

  Seriously? 
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  MARIANE 

  Yes, he was serious, 

  And openly insisted on the match. 

  VALERE 

  And what's your resolution in the matter, 

  Madam? 

  MARIANE 

  I don't know. 

  VALERE 

  That's a pretty answer. 

  You don't know? 

  MARIANE 

  No. 

  VALERE 

  No? 

  MARIANE 

  What do you advise? 

  VALERE 

  I? My advice is, marry him, by all means. 

  MARIANE 

  That's your advice? 
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  VALERE 

  Yes. 

  MARIANE 

  Do you mean it? 

  VALERE 

  Surely. 

  A splendid choice, and worthy of your acceptance. 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, very well, sir! I shall take your counsel. 

  VALERE 

  You'll find no trouble taking it, I warrant. 

  MARIANE 

  No more than you did giving it, be sure. 

  VALERE 

  I gave it, truly, to oblige you, madam. 

  MARIANE 

  And I shall take it to oblige you, sir. 

  Dorine (withdrawing to the back of the stage) 

  Let's see what this affair will come to. 

  VALERE 

  So, 
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  That is your love? And it was all deceit 

  When you … 

  MARIANE 

  I beg you, say no more of that. 

  You told me, squarely, sir, I should accept 

  The husband that is offered me; and I 

  Will tell you squarely that I mean to do so, 

  Since you have given me this good advice. 

  VALERE 

  Don't shield yourself with talk of my advice. 

  You had your mind made up, that's evident; 

  And now you're snatching at a trifling pretext 

  To justify the breaking of your word. 

  MARIANE 

  Exactly so. 

  VALERE 

  Of course it is; your heart 

  Has never known true love for me. 

  MARIANE 

  Alas! 

  You're free to think so, if you please. 
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  VALERE 

  Yes, yes, 

  I'm free to think so; and my outraged love 

  May yet forestall you in your perfidy, 

  And offer elsewhere both my heart and hand. 

  MARIANE 

  No doubt of it; the love your high deserts 

  May win … 

  VALERE 

  Good Lord, have done with my deserts! 

  I know I have but few, and you have proved it. 

  But I may find more kindness in another; 

  I know of someone, who'll not be ashamed 

  To take your leavings, and make up my loss. 

  MARIANE 

  The loss is not so great; you'll easily 

  Console yourself completely for this change. 

  VALERE 

  I'll try my best, that you may well believe. 

  When we're forgotten by a woman's heart, 

  Our pride is challenged; we, too, must forget; 
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  Or if we cannot, must at least pretend to. 

  No other way can man such baseness prove, 

  As be a lover scorned, and still in love. 

  MARIANE 

  In faith, a high and noble sentiment. 

  VALERE 

  Yes; and it's one that all men must approve. 

  What! Would you have me keep my love alive, 

  And see you fly into another's arms 

  Before my very eyes; and never offer 

  To someone else the heart that you had scorned? 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, no, indeed! For my part, I could wish 

  That it were done already. 

  VALERE 

  What! You wish it? 

  MARIANE 

  Yes. 

  VALERE 

  This is insult heaped on injury; 

  I'll go at once and do as you desire. 
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(He takes a step or two as if to go away.) 

 

  MARIANE 

  Oh, very well then. 

  VALERE (turning back) 

  But remember this. 

  'Twas you that drove me to this desperate pass. 

  MARIANE 

  Of course. 

  VALERE (turning back again) 

  And in the plan that I have formed 

  I only follow your example. 

  MARIANE 

  Yes. 

  VALERE (at the door) 

  Enough; you shall be punctually obeyed. 

  MARIANE 

  So much the better. 

  VALERE (coming back again) 

  This is once for all. 

  MARIANE 
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  So be it, then. 

  VALERE (He goes toward the door, but just as he reaches it, turns 

  around) 

  Eh? 

  MARIANE 

  What? 

  VALERE 

  You didn't call me? 

  MARIANE 

  I? You are dreaming. 

  VALERE 

  Very well, I'm gone. Madam, farewell. 

(He walks slowly away.) 

 

  MARIANE 

  Farewell, sir. 

  DORINE 

  I must say 

  You've lost your senses and both gone clean daft! 

  I've let you fight it out to the end o' the chapter 

  To see how far the thing could go. Oho, there, 
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  Mister Valere! 

  (She goes and seizes him by the arm, to stop him. He makes a great 

  show of resistance.) 

  VALERE 

  What do you want, Dorine? 

  DORINE 

  Come here. 

  VALERE 

  No, no, I'm quite beside myself. 

  Don't hinder me from doing as she wishes. 

  DORINE 

  Stop! 

  VALERE 

  No. You see, I'm fixed, resolved, determined. 

  DORINE 

  So! 

  MARIANE (aside) 

  Since my presence pains him, makes him go, 

  I'd better go myself, and leave him free. 

  DORINE (leaving Valere, and running after Mariane) 

  Now t'other! Where are you going? 
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  MARIANE 

  Let me be. 

  DORINE. 

  Come back. 

  MARIANE 

  No, no, it isn't any use. 

  VALERE (aside) 

  'Tis clear the sight of me is torture to her; 

  No doubt, t'were better I should free her from it. 

  DORINE (leaving Mariane and running after Valere) 

  Same thing again! Deuce take you both, I say. 

  Now stop your fooling; come here, you; and you. 

(She pulls first one, then the other, toward the middle of the stage.) 

 

  VALERE (to Dorine) 

  What's your idea? 

  MARIANE (to Dorine) 

  What can you mean to do? 

  DORINE 

  Set you to rights, and pull you out o' the scrape. 

  (To Valere) 
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  Are you quite mad, to quarrel with her now? 

  VALERE 

  Didn't you hear the things she said to me? 

  DORINE (to Mariane) 

  Are you quite mad, to get in such a passion? 

  MARIANE 

  Didn't you see the way he treated me? 

  DORINE 

  Fools, both of you. 

  (To Valere) 

  She thinks of nothing else 

  But to keep faith with you, I vouch for it. 

  (To Mariane) 

  And he loves none but you, and longs for nothing 

  But just to marry you, I stake my life on't. 

  MARIANE (to Valere) 

  Why did you give me such advice then, pray? 

  VALERE (to Mariane) 

  Why ask for my advice on such a matter? 

  DORINE 

  You both are daft, I tell you. Here, your hands. 
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  (To Valere) 

  Come, yours. 

  VALERE (giving Dorine his hand) 

  What for? 

  DORINE (to Mariane) 

  Now, yours. 

  MARIANE (giving Dorine her hand) 

  But what's the use? 

  DORINE 

  Oh, quick now, come along. There, both of you— 

  You love each other better than you think. 

  (Valere and Mariane hold each other's hands some time without looking 

  at each other.) 

  VALERE (at last turning toward Mariane) 

  Come, don't be so ungracious now about it; 

  Look at a man as if you didn't hate him. 

(Mariane looks sideways toward Valere, with just a bit of a smile.) 

 

  DORINE 

  My faith and troth, what fools these lovers be! 

  VALERE (to Mariane) 
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  But come now, have I not a just complaint? 

  And truly, are you not a wicked creature 

  To take delight in saying what would pain me? 

  MARIANE 

  And are you not yourself the most ungrateful … ? 

  DORINE 

  Leave this discussion till another time; 

  Now, think how you'll stave off this plaguy marriage. 

  MARIANE 

  Then tell us how to go about it. 

  DORINE 

  Well, 

  We'll try all sorts of ways. 

  (To Mariane) 

  Your father's daft; 

  (To Valere) 

  This plan is nonsense. 

  (To Mariane) 

  You had better humour 

  His notions by a semblance of consent, 

  So that in case of danger, you can still 
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  Find means to block the marriage by delay. 

  If you gain time, the rest is easy, trust me. 

  One day you'll fool them with a sudden illness, 

  Causing delay; another day, ill omens: 

  You've met a funeral, or broke a mirror, 

  Or dreamed of muddy water. Best of all, 

  They cannot marry you to anyone 

  Without your saying yes. But now, methinks, 

  They mustn't find you chattering together. 

  (To Valere) 

  You, go at once and set your friends at work 

  To make him keep his word to you; while we 

  Will bring the brother's influence to bear, 

  And get the step-mother on our side, too. 

  Good-bye. 

  VALERE (to Mariane) 

  Whatever efforts we may make, 

  My greatest hope, be sure, must rest on you. 

  MARIANE (to Valere) 

  I cannot answer for my father's whims; 

  But no one save Valere shall ever have me. 
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  VALERE 

  You thrill me through with joy! Whatever comes … 

  DORINE 

  Oho! These lovers! Never done with prattling! 

  Now go. 

  VALERE (starting to go, and coming back again) 

  One last word … 

  DORINE 

  What a gabble and pother! 

  Be off! By this door, you. And you, by t'other. 

(She pushes them off, by the shoulders, in opposite directions.) 

 

https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/act-ii 

  

https://americanliterature.com/author/jean-baptiste-poquelin-moliere/play/tartuffe-or-the-hypocrite/act-ii
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Neuroscientists isolate promising mini antibodies against COVID-19 from a llama 

Preliminary results suggest anti-COVID19 nanobodies may be effective at preventing and diagnosing 

infections 

NIH/National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 

Summary: 

Researchers have isolated a set of promising, tiny antibodies, or 'nanobodies,' against SARS-CoV-2 that were 

produced by a llama named Cormac. Preliminary results suggest that at least one of these nanobodies, called 

NIH-CoVnb-112, could prevent infections and detect virus particles by grabbing hold of SARS-CoV-2 spike 

proteins. In addition, the nanobody appeared to work equally well in either liquid or aerosol form, suggesting 

it could remain effective after inhalation. 

 

 

Llama (stock image). 

Credit: © ginton / stock.adobe.com 
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National Institutes of Health researchers have isolated a set of promising, tiny antibodies, or "nanobodies," 

against SARS-CoV-2 that were produced by a llama named Cormac. Preliminary results published 

in Scientific Reports suggest that at least one of these nanobodies, called NIH-CoVnb-112, could prevent 

infections and detect virus particles by grabbing hold of SARS-CoV-2 spike proteins. In addition, the 

nanobody appeared to work equally well in either liquid or aerosol form, suggesting it could remain effective 

after inhalation. SARS-CoV-2 is the virus that causes COVID-19. 

The study was led by a pair of neuroscientists, Thomas J. "T.J." Esparza, B.S., and David L. Brody, M.D., 

Ph.D., who work in a brain imaging lab at the NIH's National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 

(NINDS). 

"For years TJ and I had been testing out how to use nanobodies to improve brain imaging. When the 

pandemic broke, we thought this was a once in a lifetime, all-hands-on-deck situation and joined the fight," 

said Dr. Brody, who is also a professor at Uniformed Services University for the Health Sciences and the 

senior author of the study. "We hope that these anti-COVID-19 nanobodies may be highly effective and 

versatile in combating the coronavirus pandemic." 

A nanobody is a special type of antibody naturally produced by the immune systems of camelids, a group of 

animals that includes camels, llamas, and alpacas. On average, these proteins are about a tenth the weight of 

most human antibodies. This is because nanobodies isolated in the lab are essentially free-floating versions of 

the tips of the arms of heavy chain proteins, which form the backbone of a typical Y-shaped human IgG 

antibody. These tips play a critical role in the immune system's defenses by recognizing proteins on viruses, 

bacteria, and other invaders, also known as antigens. 

Because nanobodies are more stable, less expensive to produce, and easier to engineer than typical antibodies, 

a growing body of researchers, including Mr. Esparza and Dr. Brody, have been using them for medical 

research. For instance, a few years ago scientists showed that humanized nanobodies may be more effective at 

treating an autoimmune form of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura, a rare blood disorder, than current 

therapies. 

Since the pandemic broke, several researchers have produced llama nanobodies against the SARS-CoV-2 

spike protein that may be effective at preventing infections. In the current study, the researchers used a 

slightly different strategy than others to find nanobodies that may work especially well. 

"The SARS-CoV-2 spike protein acts like a key. It does this by opening the door to infections when it binds 

to a protein called the angiotensin converting enzyme 2 (ACE2) receptor, found on the surface of some cells," 

said Mr. Esparza, the lead author of the study. "We developed a method that would isolate nanobodies that 

block infections by covering the teeth of the spike protein that bind to and unlock the ACE2 receptor." 

To do this, the researchers immunized Cormac five times over 28 days with a purified version of the SARS-

CoV-2 spike protein. After testing hundreds of nanobodies they found that Cormac produced 13 nanobodies 

that might be strong candidates. 

Initial experiments suggested that one candidate, called NIH-CoVnb-112, could work very well. Test tube 

studies showed that this nanobody bound to the ACE2 receptor 2 to 10 times stronger than nanobodies 
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produced by other labs. Other experiments suggested that the NIH nanobody stuck directly to the ACE2 

receptor binding portion of the spike protein. 

Then the team showed that the NIH-CoVnB-112 nanobody could be effective at preventing coronavirus 

infections. To mimic the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the researchers genetically mutated a harmless "pseudovirus" so 

that it could use the spike protein to infect cells that have human ACE2 receptors. The researchers saw that 

relatively low levels of the NIH-CoVnb-112 nanobodies prevented the pseudovirus from infecting these cells 

in petri dishes. 

Importantly, the researchers showed that the nanobody was equally effective in preventing the infections in 

petri dishes when it was sprayed through the kind of nebulizer, or inhaler, often used to help treat patients 

with asthma. 

"One of the exciting things about nanobodies is that, unlike most regular antibodies, they can be aerosolized 

and inhaled to coat the lungs and airways," said Dr. Brody. 

The team has applied for a patent on the NIH-CoVnB-112 nanobody. 

"Although we have a lot more work ahead of us, these results represent a promising first step," said Mr. 

Esparza. "With support from the NIH we are quickly moving forward to test whether these nanobodies could 

be safe and effective preventative treatments for COVID-19. Collaborators are also working to find out 

whether they could be used for inexpensive and accurate testing." 

 

Story Source: 

Materials provided by NIH/National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. Note: Content may be 

edited for style and length. 

 

Journal Reference: 

1. Thomas J. Esparza, Negin P. Martin, George P. Anderson, Ellen R. Goldman, David L. Brody. High 

affinity nanobodies block SARS-CoV-2 spike receptor binding domain interaction with human 

angiotensin converting enzyme. Scientific Reports, 2020; 10 (1) DOI: 10.1038/s41598-020-79036-

0 

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201222081257.htm 

https://www.ninds.nih.gov/News-Events/News-and-Press-Releases/Press-Releases/NIH-neuroscientists-isolate-promising-mini
https://www.ninds.nih.gov/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-79036-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-79036-0
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201222081257.htm
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VIA ATRIA BOOKS 

On the Insidious ‘Laziness Lie’ at the Heart of the American Myth 

Devon Price Wonders Why We Equate Sloth With Evil 

By Devon Price 

The Laziness Lie is deeply embedded in the very foundation of the United States. The value of hard work and 

the evils of sloth are baked into our national myths and our shared value system. Thanks to the legacies of 

imperialism and slavery, as well as the ongoing influence that the United States exerts on its trade partners, 

the Laziness Lie has managed to spread its tendrils into almost every country and culture on the planet. 

The word “lazy” first appeared in English around 1540; even back then, it was used in a judgmental way to 

mean someone who disliked work or effort. Many etymologists believe it came from either the Middle Low 

German lasich, which meant “feeble” or “weak,” or from the Old English lesu, which meant “false” or “evil.” 

These two origins illustrate the odd doublespeak at work whenever we call someone lazy. When we say 

someone is lazy, we’re saying they’re incapable of completing a task due to (physical or mental) weakness, 

but we’re also claiming that their lack of ability somehow makes them morally corrupt. It’s not that they’re 

tired or even dispirited in some way we might sympathize with; the word implies that they’re failures on a 

fundamental, human level. The idea that lazy people are evil fakers who deserve to suffer has been embedded 

in the word since the very start. 

One of the major factors that caused the Laziness Lie to spread throughout the United States was the arrival of 

the Puritans. The Puritans had long believed that if a person was a hard worker, it was a sign that God had 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Laziness-Does-Not-Exist/Devon-Price/9781982140106
https://lithub.com/author/devonprice/
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chosen them for salvation. Hard work was believed to improve who you were as a person. Conversely, if a 

person couldn’t focus on the task at hand or couldn’t self-motivate, that was a sign that they had already been 

damned. This meant, of course, that there was no need to feel sympathy for people who struggled or failed to 

meet their responsibilities. By lacking the drive to succeed, they were displaying to the world that God hadn’t 

chosen them for Heaven. When the Puritans came to colonial America, their ideas caught on and spread to 

other, less pious colonists. For many reasons, a belief system that judged and punished the “lazy” was about 

to become very popular—and politically useful. 

A belief system that punished the “lazy” was about to become very popular—and politically useful. 

Colonial America relied on the labor of enslaved people and indentured servants. It was very important to the 

colonies’ wealthy and enslaving class that they find a way to motivate enslaved people to work hard, despite 

the fact that enslaved people had nothing to gain from it. One powerful way to do so was through religious 

teachings and indoctrination. A productivity-obsessed form of Christianity evolved from the older, more 

Puritanical idea that work improved moral character, and it was pushed on enslaved people. This form of 

Christianity taught that suffering was morally righteous and that slaves would be rewarded in Heaven for 

being docile, agreeable, and, most important, diligent. 

VIDEO FROM LIT HUB: 

Helen Macdonald and James Rebanks talk to Andy Fryers at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

 

Helen Macdonald and James Rebanks talk to Andy Fryers at the Hay Festival Winter Weekend 

On the flip side, if an enslaved person was slothful or “lazy,” there was something fundamentally corrupt and 

wrong with them. Enslavers made it a point to keep enslaved people as busy and exhausted as possible out of 

https://lithub.com/watch-helen-macdonald-james-rebanks-and-andy-fryers-in-conversation/
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fear that idle time would give them the means to revolt or riot. Even more disturbing, enslaved people who 

tried to run away from bondage were seen as mentally ill and suffering from “runaway slave disorder.” By not 

accepting their proper role in society, they were demonstrating that they were broken and disturbed. This 

worldview became the foundation for American capitalism. 

Simon & Schuster Audio · LAZINESS DOES NOT EXIST Audiobook Excerpt 

The Laziness Lie had been born. It would quickly spread to other marginalized people, including indentured 

servants, poor white laborers, and Native Americans who had been forced into government boarding schools. 

These exploited groups were also taught that working hard without complaint was virtuous, and that desiring 

free time was morally suspect. As the Industrial Revolution changed the landscape of the country, with more 

and more Americans working long hours in manufacturing plants, the Laziness Lie was pushed even more. 

The wealthy and highly educated began to claim that poor whites also couldn’t be trusted with “idle” time. In 

fact, too many breaks could make a person antisocial. Propaganda from that time often claimed that if the 

working poor weren’t kept busy, they would resort to crime and drug use, and society would run amok. 

Laziness had officially become not only a personal failing but a social ill to be defeated—and it has remained 

that way ever since. 

We can see the dogma of the Laziness Lie in popular media from that period as well. In the late 1800s, the 

writer Horatio Alger published numerous stories in which struggling, impoverished characters were able to 

rise into the upper classes through hard work. The popularity of these books led to the idea that poor people 

simply needed to “pull themselves up by their bootstraps” if they wanted to live a comfortable life. In the 

1950s and beyond, Evangelical preachers promoted a similar idea with the Prosperity Doctrine, which 

claimed that if a person devoted their life to serving Jesus, they would be rewarded with bountiful job 

opportunities, wealth, and success. 

Decades of exposure to the Laziness Lie has had a massive effect on our public consciousness. 

In the decades that followed, the Laziness Lie found its way into countless films, plays, and TV shows. From 

the national myths of Paul Bunyan and Johnny Appleseed to the strong, independent cowboys on the silver 

screen to the memoirs of entrepreneurs like Conrad Hilton, one of the most prevalent legends in American 

culture became the tale of the single-minded, hardworking man who had created his own success and changed 

society through sheer force of will. In these stories, the hero is always a strong white man who doesn’t need 

the support of anyone else; he’s usually a bit of a social island, with no close connections to other people and 

a disregard for society’s rules in general. In every way, he’s the picture of independence, and it’s through his 

strong personality and doggedness that he succeeds. These myths, though inspiring and appealing to many, 

carried with them a dark implication: if a person didn’t succeed, it was because they weren’t doing enough. 

For people who believe in the Laziness Lie, things like economic reform, legal protections for workers, and 

welfare programs seem unnecessary. Those who want to succeed just need to pull themselves up by their 

bootstraps, after all. Research from the past three decades consistently shows that a majority of Americans do, 

in fact, think this way. For many of us, our first instinct is generally to blame a person for their own 

misfortune, especially if we can pin that misfortune on laziness. Research also shows that when we believe 

the world is fair and people get what they deserve, we’re less likely to support social welfare programs and 

have less sympathy for poor people and their needs. 

https://soundcloud.com/simonschuster
https://soundcloud.com/simonschuster/laziness-does-not-exist-audiobook-excerpt/s-DZ9BdIYJfc2
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Much like the parents I’ve seen discouraging their children from giving money to homeless people, many 

Americans believe that generosity, compassion, and mutual aid is “wasted” on the lazy. Furthermore, if we 

believe the world was created solely by independent people, we may come to think that there’s no need for us 

to be interdependent and compassionate. We may even come to see relying on other people as a threat to 

progress. 

Decades of exposure to the Laziness Lie has had a massive effect on our public consciousness. It’s made 

many of us critical of other people and quick to blame the victims of economic inequality for their own 

deprivation. It’s made us hate our own limitations, to see our tiredness or desire for a break as signs of failure. 

And it has created an intense internal pressure to keep working harder and harder, with no limits and no 

boundaries. The rise of social media and digital work tools has only made these pressures harder to escape. 

__________________________________ 

 

From Laziness Does Not Exist © copyright 2020 by Devon Price. Published by Atria Books, a division of 

Simon & Schuster. Reproduced by permission. 

capitalismDevon PricelazinessLaziness Does Not ExistMutual AidPuritanismSimon and 

Schusterslaveryworking 

 

 

 

https://bookshop.org/books/laziness-does-not-exist/9781982140106?aid=132
https://lithub.com/tag/capitalism/
https://lithub.com/tag/devon-price/
https://lithub.com/tag/laziness/
https://lithub.com/tag/laziness-does-not-exist/
https://lithub.com/tag/mutual-aid/
https://lithub.com/tag/puritanism/
https://lithub.com/tag/simon-and-schuster/
https://lithub.com/tag/simon-and-schuster/
https://lithub.com/tag/slavery/
https://lithub.com/tag/working/
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Devon Price 

Dr. Devon Price is a social psychologist, writer, activist, and professor at Loyola University of Chicago's 

School of Continuing and Professional Studies. Price's work has appeared in numerous publications such 

as Slate, The Rumpus, NPR, and HuffPost and has been featured on the front page of Medium numerous 

times. They live in Chicago, Illinois. 

https://lithub.com/on-the-insidious-laziness-lie-at-the-heart-of-the-american-myth/ 

  

https://lithub.com/author/devonprice/
https://lithub.com/author/devonprice/
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The Lost Spells: A Rewilding of the Human Heart in a Lyrical Illustrated Invocation of Nature 

From the owl to the oak, a painted benediction of the wild world. 

BY MARIA POPOVA 

 

“A leaf of grass is no less than the journey work of the stars,” the young Walt Whitman sang in one of the 

finest poems from his Song of Myself — the aria of a self that seemed to him then, as it always seems to the 

young, infinite and invincible. But when a paralytic stroke felled him decades later, unpeeling his creaturely 

limits and his temporality, he leaned on the selfsame reverence of nature as he considered what makes life 

worth living: 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/12/17/sarah-kay-astronaut-whitman/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/12/17/sarah-kay-astronaut-whitman/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2017/12/20/walt-whitman-specimen-days-meaning-of-life/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2017/12/20/walt-whitman-specimen-days-meaning-of-life/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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After you have exhausted what there is in business, politics, conviviality, love, and so on — have found that 

none of these finally satisfy, or permanently wear — what remains? Nature remains; to bring out from their 

torpid recesses, the affinities of a man or woman with the open air, the trees, fields, the changes of seasons — 

the sun by day and the stars of heaven by night. 

In span and in size, our human lives unfold between the scale of leaves and the scale of stars, amid a 

miraculous world born by myriad chance events any one of which, if ever so slightly different, could have 

occasioned a lifeless rocky world, or no world at all — no trees and no songbirds, no Whitman and no Nina 

Simone, no love poems and no love — just an Earth-sized patch of pure spacetime, cold and austere. 

The moment one fathoms this, it seems nothing less than an elemental sacrilege not to go through our days — 

these alms from chance — in a state of perpetual ecstasy over every living thing we encounter, not to 

reverence every oak and every owl and every leaf of grass as a living benediction. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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A century and a half after Whitman, writer Robert Macfarlane and artist Jackie Morris — two poets of 

nature in the vastest Baldwinian sense — compose one such living benediction in The Lost Spells (public 

library). A lovely companion to their first collaboration — The Lost Words, an illustrated dictionary of poetic 

spells reclaiming the language of nature as an inspired act of courage and resistance after the Oxford 

Children’s Dictionary dropped dozens of words related to the natural world — this lyrical invocation in verse 

and watercolor summons the spirit of the living things that make this planet a world, the creatures whose lives 

mark seasons and measure out epochs: the splendid “hooligan gang” of the swifts that have crossed deserts 

and oceans to fill the sky each spring, the ancient oak “stubbornly holding its ground” year after year, century 

after century. 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2016/04/13/james-baldwin-the-artists-struggle-for-integrity/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=lost+spells+macfarlane&qt=results_page
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=lost+spells+macfarlane&qt=results_page
https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/06/17/the-lost-words-macfarlane-morris/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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A century after the great nature writer Henry Beston insisted that we need “a wiser and perhaps a more 

mystical concept of animals,” observing how “in a world older and more complete than ours they move 

finished and complete, gifted with extensions of the senses we have lost or never attained, living by voices we 

shall never hear,” Macfarlane and Morris bring us the mystery and wisdom of wild things as complementary 

and consolatory to our tame incompleteness. 

 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/02/13/henry-beston-outermost-house-animals/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/02/13/henry-beston-outermost-house-animals/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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RED FOX 

I am Red Fox — how do you see me? 

A bloom of rust 

     at your vision’s edge, 

The shadow that slips 

     through a hole in the hedge, 

My two green eyes 

     in your headlights’ rush, 

A scatter of feathers, 

     the tip of a brush. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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What emerges from the consummately illustrated pages and rhythmic incantations is a charm against the curse 

of civilization, of exploitation, of apathy — the curse by which we unwilded beings have come to see the wild 

world, in the poignant image of the poet Denise Levertov, as a world parallel to our own, separate, a place to 

sojourn to less and less frequently, even in our imagination. These painted verses sing and shimmer with a 

magical exuberance that renders the wild world not parallel, not foreign, but proximate, beckoning, native to 

our own souls. 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/05/10/america-ferrera-sojourns-in-the-parallel-world-denise-levertov/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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OAK 

Out on the hill, old Oak still stands: 

stag-headed, fire-struck, bare-crowned, 

stubbornly holding its ground. 

Poplar is the whispering tree, 

Rowan is the sheltering tree, 

Willow is the weeping tree — 

and Oak is the waiting tree. 

Three hundred years to grow, 

three hundred more to thrive, 

three hundred years to die — 

nine hundred years alive. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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Complement The Lost Spells, to the lushness of which no screen does justice, with naturalist Sy 

Montgomery’s poetic memoir of what thirteen animals taught her about being a good creature, then revisit 

Macfarlane’s enchanting narrative journey into the hidden universe below the world we walk and Morris’s 

enchanting pictorial journey into the hidden universe beyond the waking world. 

Illustrations courtesy of Groundwood Books; photographs by Maria Popova 

 

https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/21/the-lost-spells-macfarlane-

morris/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662 

  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/10/31/how-to-be-a-good-creature-sy-montgomery/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2019/08/16/underland-robert-macfarlane/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/10/07/the-unwinding-jackie-morris/
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/21/the-lost-spells-macfarlane-morris/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
https://www.brainpickings.org/2020/11/21/the-lost-spells-macfarlane-morris/?mc_cid=2442076b13&mc_eid=d1c16ac662
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1487007795/braipick-20
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Learning Persian 
by Solmaz Sharif 

Issue no. 230 (Fall 2019) 

deek-teh  

deek-tah-tor  

behn-zeen  

dee-seh-pleen  

eh-pe-deh-mi  

fahn-te-zi 

mu-zik  

bahnk 

mah-de-mah-zel  

sees-tem 

vah-nil  

vee-la  

vee-roos 

ahm-pee-ree-ah-lizm  

doh-see-eh 

oh-toh-ree-te 

 

If you enjoyed this poem, why not … 

 

 

https://theparisreview.us17.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=d42f15e8ca&e=d538c8f2e0 

  

https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=d42f15e8ca&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=d42f15e8ca&e=d538c8f2e0
https://theparisreview.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6c161007733f0d4c084f3fde&id=d42f15e8ca&e=d538c8f2e0
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Visual illusion that may help explain consciousness 

NEUROSCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY 

ByInvited Researcher December 30, 2020 0 comments 

Authors: Henry Taylor is a Birmingham Fellow in Philosophy, University of Birmingham and Bilge Sayim is 

a Research Scientist in Psychology, Université de Lille 

The brain is a mystery. Source: Orla/Shutterstock 

How much are you conscious of right now? Are you conscious of just the words in the centre of your visual 

field or all the words surrounding it? We tend to assume that our visual consciousness gives us a rich and 

detailed picture of the entire scene in front of us. The truth is very different, as our discovery of a visual 

illusion, published in Psychological Science, shows. 

https://mappingignorance.org/category/science/neuroscience/
https://mappingignorance.org/category/science/psychology/
https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-consciousness/#author
https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-consciousness/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnorance+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29#comments
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/young-conceptual-image-large-stone-shape-1032541603
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797619847166
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To illustrate how limited the information in our visual field is, get a deck of playing cards. Pick a spot on the 

wall in front of you and stare at it. Then take a card at random. Without looking at its front, hold it far out to 

your left with a straight arm, until it’s on the very edge of your visual field. Keep staring at the point on the 

wall and flip the card round so it’s facing you. 

Try to guess its colour. You will probably find it extremely difficult. Now slowly move the card closer to the 

centre of your vision, while keeping your arm straight. Pay close attention to the point at which you can 

identify its colour. 

It’s amazing how central the card needs to be before you’re able to do this, let alone identify its suit or value. 

What this little experiment shows is how undetailed (and often inaccurate) our conscious vision is, especially 

outside the centre of our visual field. 

Crowding: how the brain gets confused 

Here is another example that brings us a little closer to how these phenomena are investigated scientifically. 

Please focus your eyes on the + sign on the left, and try to identify the letter on the right of it (of course you 

know already what it is, but pretend for the moment that you do not): 

Illusion 1. Source: TCUK, CC BY-SA 

You might find this a bit tricky, but you can probably still identify the letter as an “A”. But now focus your 

eyes on the following +, and try to identify the letters on the right: 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Illusion 2. Source: TCUK, CC BY-SA 

In this case, you’ll probably struggle to identify the letters. It probably looks like a mess of features to you. Or 

maybe you feel like you can see a jumble of curves and lines, without being able to say precisely what’s there. 

This is called “crowding”. Our visual system sometimes does OK at identifying objects in our peripheral 

vision, but when those objects are placed near other objects, it struggles. This is a shocking limitation on our 

conscious vision. The letters are clearly presented right in front of us. But still our conscious mind gets 

confused. 

Crowding is a hotly debated topic in philosophy, psychology and neuroscience. We’re still not sure why 

crowding happens. One popular theory is that it’s a failure of what’s called “feature integration”. To 

understand feature integration, we will need to pick apart some of the jobs that your visual system does. 

Imagine you are looking at a blue square and a red circle. Your visual system does not just have to detect the 

properties out there (blueness, redness, circularity, squareness). It also has to work out which property belongs 

to which object. This might not seem like a complicated task to us. However, in the visual brain, this is no 

trivial matter. 

It takes a lot of complicated computation to work out that circularity and redness are properties of one object 

at the same location. The visual system needs to “glue” together the circularity and the redness as both 

belonging to the same object, and do the same with blueness and squareness. This gluing process is feature 

integration. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/tht3.28
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0042698907005561
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1053811914001207?casa_token=Otxpma-h-OkAAAAA:nx1W6cQmP_J7CA39qrpNMz0JobXbEhV4FOdWPkvAv894pvSI6Gaxvcq8wE2LjKKqFiFrIvc
https://jov.arvojournals.org/article.aspx?articleid=2192655
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How much of the periphery do we perceive? Source: Inga Locmele/Shutterstock 

According to this theory, what happens in crowding is that the visual system detects the properties out there, 

but it can’t work out which properties belong to which object. As a result, what you see is a big mess of 

features, and your conscious mind cannot differentiate one letter from the others. 

New illusion 

Recently, we have discovered a new visual illusion that has raised a host of new questions for fans of 

crowding. We tested what happens when three of the objects are identical, for example in the following case: 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/road-through-algonquin-provincial-park-fall-492095068
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Illusion 3. 

TCUK, CC BY-SA 

What do you see when you look at the +? We found that more than half of people said that there were only 

two letters there, rather than three. Indeed, follow-up work seems to indicate that they’re pretty confident 

about this incorrect judgment. 

This is a surprising result. Unlike normal crowding, it’s not that you see a jumble of features. Rather, one 

whole letter neatly drops away from consciousness. This result fits poorly with the feature integration theory. 

It’s not that the visual system is detecting all of the properties out there, but just getting confused about which 

properties belong to which objects. Rather, one whole object has just disappeared. 

We don’t think that a failure of feature integration is what’s going on. Our theory is that this illusion is due to 

what we call “redundancy masking”. In our view, the visual system can detect that there are several of the 

same letter out there, but it doesn’t seem to calculate correctly how many there are. Maybe it’s just not worth 

the energy to work out the number of letters with high precision. 

When we open our eyes, we effortlessly get a conscious picture of our environment. However, the underlying 

processes that go into creating this picture are anything but effortless. Illusions like redundancy masking help 

us unpick how these processes work, and ultimately will help us explain consciousness itself.  

 

https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-

consciousness/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnoranc

e+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29 

  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://theconversation.com/three-visual-illusions-that-reveal-the-hidden-workings-of-the-brain-80875
https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-consciousness/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnorance+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29
https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-consciousness/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnorance+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29
https://mappingignorance.org/2020/12/30/visual-illusion-that-may-help-explain-consciousness/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MappingIgnorance+%28Mapping+Ignorance%29
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What History's Biggest Wars Teach Us About Leading in Peace 

24 FEB 2021|by Lane Lambert 

Deepak Malhotra shares how critical moments in the Peloponnesian War, both World Wars, and the Cuban 

Missile Crisis offer lessons for business—and life. 

 

Outside the classroom, Harvard Business School Professor Deepak Malhotra’s abiding interest is war and 

peace–how wars begin and end, how they could have been avoided, and what lessons can be learned from 

them. Along with studying wars, Malhotra has advised nations with intractable armed conflicts, “to help them 

find a way forward,” he says. 

Last spring, he took those lessons into the classroom with a new course, “War & Peace: The Lessons of 

History for Leadership, Strategy, Negotiation, Policy, and Humanity.” The course provides a detailed 

exploration of the successes and failures of leadership, strategy, and negotiations in several conflicts, ranging 

from the ancient Peloponnesian Wars between Athens and Sparta, to World War I and World War II, to the 

Korean War and the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. 

While it may sound like a social studies course, these wars offer an array of lessons for corporate leaders and 

entrepreneurs. After all, leadership challenges, strategic choices, and high-stakes negotiations are constants 

not only in conflicts among nations, but in the business world, too, he points out. So business leaders would 

do well to consider the cautionary failures and promising successes on the world’s battlefields as they pursue 

long-term success. 

 

“You don’t want to copy and paste the strategy and tactics” from one war to the next, says Malhotra, the Eli 

Goldston Professor of Business Administration. “You try to draw out different principles,” and apply that 
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understanding to the unique challenges you confront. The process is crucial in business as well as war and 

diplomacy because, as Malhotra says in his course syllabus, “being smart and well-intentioned is not enough.” 

For Malhotra, who has taught negotiation and other subjects at HBS since 2002, the “War & Peace” course 

stands out as a favorite. It even inspired him to write his fourth book and his first novel, The Peacemaker’s 

Code, released this month. The book is a science fiction thriller in which a young Cambridge historian is 

called to Washington to advise the United States president to avert a cataclysmic war. 

Consider a conflict from an opponent’s viewpoint 

The wars Malhotra examines in his “War & Peace” course illustrate the hazards of drawing lessons from too 

few salient experiences, of failing to properly diagnose the causes of past failures, and the critical importance 

of seeing a conflict from the other side’s point of view. Here are some observations from his course’s case 

studies: 

Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE): Successful agreements support both sides 

Fought in three phases between Athens and Sparta, the Peloponnesian War featured a failed peace treaty and 

ended with Sparta’s victory and the eclipse of Athens as a power and a democracy. 

For Malhotra, the war raises the question of why some conflicts seem inevitable, even when rivals try to avoid 

them, and how those value-destroying conflicts might have been averted. He says it also illustrates the need 

for balancing perseverance and flexibility when implementing a strategy. 

He says this war also demonstrates the potential impact of leadership transition on strategy, and the pitfalls of 

negotiated agreements that do not properly account for the interests of each side. 

World War I (1914-1918): Aggression often begets aggression 

A political crisis sparked by the assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand led to escalating 

mobilizations, trench warfare, the collapse of the Russian Empire, and a peace treaty that punished Germany. 

“You might take the lesson that, if people are too quick to be aggressive, too quick to push back on others, 

that will lead to conflict,” Malhotra says. “So you should be more patient, more pliant, more forgiving when 

conflict has the potential to escalate. But even this seemingly reasonable conclusion is dangerous to apply 

blindly in every future conflict—as becomes clear only a few decades later, in the lead up to the second 

World War.” 

World War II (1939-1945): Strategies must reflect their unique circumstances 

The Treaty of Versailles left Germany spoiling for revenge, and it also left its World War I adversaries in an 

economic depression and anxious to avoid another war. Malhotra says that viewpoint and the lessons 

“learned” in World War I, may have led the Allies to not be aggressive enough, thereby failing to deter Adolf 

Hitler and other fascists. 

For business entrepreneurs, he says the takeaway is that “the approach that is successful in one venture 

doesn’t necessarily succeed in another.” Similarly, “what works when leading a small organization might not 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1736548530/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1736548530&linkCode=as2&tag=professormalh-20&linkId=73a720df9bf1aa1785bcc2b7529719a4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1736548530/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1736548530&linkCode=as2&tag=professormalh-20&linkId=73a720df9bf1aa1785bcc2b7529719a4
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work with a larger one, and a strategy that you have relied on gainfully in past negotiations might need to be 

entirely discarded in the next deal.” 

The case also led to a fascinating discussion about whether the failure to avoid World War II was primarily a 

failure of leadership, strategy, or negotiation. “It is not as easy a question to answer as it might seem, and it 

leads to a better understanding of the role each of these aspects play in determining success versus failure,” he 

says. 

Korean War (1950-1953): Action can’t always wait for ideal conditions 

After escalating tensions, Communist North Korea, supported by China and the Soviet Union, invaded South 

Korea. United Nations forces led by the US entered the fray on behalf of South Korea, and China later entered 

the war to support the North. An armistice has held since 1953. A peace treaty has yet to be signed. 

Malhotra says this case study was deeply engaging for his students when the class examined the question: At 

what point would this conflict have been easiest to resolve? 

"IF THERE’S ONE CHARACTERISTIC COMMON TO SUCCESS IN ALL THREE OF THESE AREAS—

LEADERSHIP, STRATEGY, AND NEGOTIATION—IT’S THE NEED FOR A HIGH DEGREE OF 

EMPATHY." 

“It leads to a conversation about how one might recognize opportunities that others miss, and what stands in 

the way of leveraging these opportunities,” he says. “It also raises the question of what conditions are 

necessary to improve the odds of success, and whether and when it is worth investing in changing conditions, 

rather than waiting for the right conditions to emerge.” 

Cuban Missile Crisis (October 16-29, 1962): Empathy is an essential skill 

Precipitated, from the US perspective, by evidence that the Soviet Union was installing nuclear missile sites 

in Cuba, 90 miles from the United States, the showdown is considered the closest to a nuclear war the world 

has ever come. 

Malhotra has used the missile crisis as a case study for years because he says the resolution of the standoff 

offers many lessons for leadership, strategy, and negotiation. One of the chief lessons, he says, is the 

importance of cultivating a high degree of empathy–not sympathy in the sense of pity, but the ability “to see 

the world the way others see it.” 

“If there’s one characteristic common to success in all three of these areas—leadership, strategy, and 

negotiation—it’s the need for a high degree of empathy,” he says. “If you want to lead, you need to 

understand how those you lead think and feel. If you are to strategize, you must understand how the other side 

sees the game and is likely to play it. If you want to negotiate effectively, you must understand the interests, 

constraints, alternatives, and perspectives of the other sides in the negotiation.” 

How the world works 
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Malhotra is on sabbatical this year, but he’ll offer the “War & Peace” course again next spring. The 2020 

debut was popular: Approximately 100 second-year MBA students took the class, with 10 spots reserved for 

students from outside of HBS. 

His main goal in creating the course wasn’t necessarily to provide his students with business skills, but to 

prepare them for the world beyond the boardroom. 

“I want them to see how the world works and why others around the world might have very different views, 

so that they will more effectively engage those people,” he says. “Ultimately, it is much more important that 

we graduate students who will be informed, value-creating citizens of the world, and who exhibit moral 

courage, than to ensure that our alumni are competent businesspeople.” 

About the Author 

Lane Lambert is a writer based in the Boston area. 

[Image: Shutterstock/Evgeny Freyer] 
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